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range of religious duties (his xweskarih). In Zoroastrian
mythology Az is let loose aiready on Gaydmard, the
Primordial Man (Bundahisn 43.10); according to the
eschatology. it and Ahriman are the last demons to be
defeated, their special adversaries being Sro§ and
Ohrmazd. In Zurvanite theology (represented by Zat-
spram, 9th: [0th-century high priest of Sirkdn and author
of the Wizidagiha i Zatspram). Az has a primary
importance as leader of the demonic host. This Zurvan-
ite conception explains the great role played by the
Manichean Az: According to a Parthian text, she is
“mother of the demons (mdd ¢é déwan), from whom
every sin hascome™ (M 183 in Sundermann, 1973, p. 63).

The Manichean Az formed the human body and
imprisoned in it the soul (i.e.. the particle of light, God’s
substance). Az is Hylé, Matter, Evil itself: as an active,
invisible power (ménégih) of the body. this demon tries
to make man foreet his divine origin. thus excluding him
(and God) from salvation. It 'is no wonder that in
Uighur Buddhism a= could render /rgna “thirst, desire”
that causes rebirth (see. e.g.. the nidana-chain in
F. W. K. Miiller. Uighurica 11, 1910, no. 3, pp. [1f,
14.}. The principal text on Az is the Mid. Pers. text T {11
260, “possibly from the Sabukragdn. or from a trans-
lation of another work by Mani™ (Boyce. Car. Man.
Seript. p. 132:ed. in Mir. Man. |, pp. 1778.): The Third
Messenger and/or the Maiden of Light {or the twelve
Maidens of Light) arouse the lust of the demons by
appearing in male shape before the females and in
female shape before the males: the demons, by shedding
semnen. will release the Light previously swallowed by
them. Az becomes enraged and enters “"the male
Asréstar [q.v.] and the female Asrddtar. lion-shaped.
lustful and savage, sinful and ravaging” (Mir. Man. 1,
p. 194). Az teaches them and all demons to feel desire
and mate, effecting through them the creation of Adam
and Eve in the image of the Third Messenger/Maiden of
Light (J. P. Asmussen, X“dstvanift. Studies in Mani-
chaeism, Copenhagen. 1965, pp. 247f.}. She thus at-
tempts to preserve some of the captive particles of Light
and to keep man {rom receiving the knowledge (gnosis)
of salvation. (For the fundamental role of Az as Matter,
see W. B. Henming, “Ein manichdischer kosmogon-
ischer Hymnus,” Nachr. Gétr. Gesell. Wiss., 1932,
pp. 214f.. with the Mid. Pers. text $ 9.)

The Manichean Az is unambiguously f{eminine.
whereas the Avestan Azi is determined as masculine by
the form of its epithet daévé.dara- “*demon-created.”
Perhaps Azi/Az was originally hermaphreditic.

Bibliography: See also J. P. Asmussen. “*Some

Remarks on Sasanian Demonology,” im Acta [ranica

I, Tehran and Liége, 1974, pp.236ff.. W. Sunder-

mann, Mittelpersische und parthische kosmogonische

und Parabeltexte der Manichder, Schriften zur Ge-
schichte und Kultur des Alten Orients. Berliner Tur-

fantexte IV, Berlin, 1973.

(J. P. ASMUSSEN)

AZAD (older AZAT), a class of the Iranian nobility.
The word {Mid. Pers. *z’t, *c’t, plur. obl. ’z’f'n, >c’t’n,

Parth.’=’1. plur. obl. >ty literally means *free, " and by
extension also “noble.”

i. In ancient Iran.

it. Armenian azat.

i I~ ANCIENT IRAN

The division of the Iranian society into four privi-
leged classes untedates the advent of the Sasamans.
who inherited it [rom the Parthians; however. A
Christensen's suggestion that the term dzdd goes back to
the Aryan conquerors. who adopted it to distinguish
themselves from the indigenous population. is disput-
able (Jran Sass.. p. 111). This fourfold division of the
nobility is attested in inscriptions from the Sasanian
period. which show that in Sasanian times the a-dds
constituted the fourth and last rank of nobles. They
were preceded by the sairyars {Mid. Pers. Shrdr, Parth.
htrdr)“kings” or "dynasts.” the wispuhrs (BRBYTA(n})
“princes of the royal blood. members of the great
families.” and the wuzurgs (LBA{al, RBA[n}. Mid. Pers.
plur. obl. also wetk’n) “grandees” (aq.v). (See H.
Hiibschmann. Armen. Eivmologie, p-91. but also A.
Perikhanian. Revue des études arméniennes. N.5.8,
1968, pp. I1f).

The attestations of d-dd in the inscriptions are: the
bilingual {Middle Persian and Parthian) inscription of
Sapiir [ at Hajfiabad (see D. N. MacKenzie. "Shapur’s
Shooting,” BSOAS 417 1978, pp.499-511. with re-
ferences to previous literature) and the inscription of
Narseh 1 at Paikuli. Kurdistan (see H. Humbach and
P. Q. Skjzrvo. The Sassanian inscription of Paikuli I-111
Wiesbaden, 1978-83, iil. 1. pp. 45-46). In the Paikult
inscription. which was composed and engraved to
commemorate the accession of Narseh [ in A.D. 293,
the dzads are mentioned several times together with
other categories of the nobility (Mid. Pers. Parth. iines

©3j2.7.6.8:7.16-17:15. 30727, 37 34{twice}, 38 35.40.38

[41-42739}. see ibid.. p. 46 and UL 1. pp-29-68, 77). In
the Middle Persian inscription of Sdpir I at Mes-
Kinsahr. Azerbaijan, only the Sahrvars. the wuzurgs. and
the g=des are mentioned {G. Gropp. *Die sasanidische
Inschrift von Mishkinshahr in Azarbaidjin,” AMU.
N.F. I, 1968, p. 152).

In a parchment from Dura Europos, dated A.D. 121,
the strategos Manesus. son of Phraates. with therank of
hatesa, is said to belong to the efeutheroi “the free™ (C.
Bradford Welles in The Excavations at Dura-Europos.
Finai Report V. New Haven. 1959. pp. 113-16. no. 20.4-
S: see also idem and M. I. Rostovtzeff. “A Parchment
from Dura.” Yale Classical Studies 2, 1931, pp. 3-6, 32).
probably the Greek equivalent of Iranian azad. This
shows that the dzads at that time comprised members of
the high nobility.

According to Classical and Armenian authors a
cavalry regiment was picked {rom the dzads both under
the Parthians and the Sasanians. Flavius Josephus
{ Bellum Judaicum 1.13.3) says that a regiment consisung
of efeutheroi was under the command of Prince Pacorus,
son of Orodes [1 during the invasion of Judea in 40 B. C.
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ROLE OF THE AZAD IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF
MUSLIM NATIONALISM IN BENGAL: 1936-1940

M. NuraL QUAIYUM*V ‘

The decline and fall of the Muslim political power in the
eighteenth century had a demoralising effect upon the Muslim
community in the Indian subcontinent. The foundation of the British
rule and the subsequent policy of the British government proved
disastrous to the Muslims and struck a death blow to their political,
social and economic supremacy in Bengal as well as in India. Though
in a majority position, Muslims in Bengal, for a variety of reasons,
had for decades remained backward in all spheres of life compared to
Hindus. This was due to the two communities’ dissimilar response to
the situation that emerged out of British consolidation of power and
the policies initiated by the new rulers. The diverse reactions of the
Hindus and the Muslims of the province to English rule and the
consequent imbalance in their development, culminating in a conflict
over material interests, gave birth to the Hindu-Muslim problem which
ultimately served indirectly to quicken the growth of Muslim political
consciousness and Muslim nationalism in Bengal.

The events following the partition of Bengal (1905) strengthened
the desire of the Muslims of India to organise themselves politically
as a separate community. The vast majority of the Muslims of Bengal
welcomed the partition of the province as they realized that the scheme
would on the one hand enable the Government to devote more attention
to their special problems, and on the other give the Muslims, as a
member of the distinct and backward community, the much needed
opportunity to receive their due share of state patronage. But the
partition led to a virulent agitation by the Bengali Hindus which led
to strained feelings between the two communities and for the first
time the Muslims and Hindus in Bengal were divided on a political
issue.? The annulment of the partition (December, 1911) brought back
to the Muslims the disadvantages they had been suffering in united
Bengal. Naturally the Muslim leaders now felt that the time had
come for the different sections of the community to unite and to

t

*Associate Préf'cssor, Dept. of Histo}y, University of Rajshahi, Bangladesh.
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S A

1 5%; AZAD veya AZADE (F. cogul azidan, azide-
gin) 'nin eski sekli dzdta olup, bu kehme islim
devri Farsca'sinda, serbest, esir olmayan

£ manalarina gelir. Tarth metinlerinde ise belirli bir

{ .~ sosyal simfi ifade eder. Iran "da Partlar devrinde bile

bulunan ve Sisanilerin ilk zamanlarinda da siiren
sosyal taksime gdre, dziddn toplumun mithim bir
tabakasi idi. I. Sapfir ‘a ait iinlii Haciabad kitibe-
sinde, Sahrddrdn, vaspuhrdn ve viizurgén 'dan sonra

dzédén ( hiirler, asilzideler ) yer almaktadr.

A. Christensen ‘e gore, bu istilah &nce, fran |

istild eden ari wktan fath aileleri igin kullanilmus,
sonradan bunlar diger hslk smflan arasina kang-
mighr. Herhalde dzddan tabiri Sasini ordusunda
siivan kuvvetini teskil eden koy asilzadeleri i¢in kul-
lanilmus olup, daha sonraki dehkdn 'lar da dzddan
simtfindan idiler.

lslam fetihlerinden sonra da bu tibire edebi ve

tarihi metinlerde rastlanmaktadir. Nitekim Firdev- |

si, dzddan ve dzéddegin kelimesint sik sik ve zaman
zamen da  viizurgdn 'dan sonra zikrettigine gore,
opun sosyal swralamayr iyi bildigi anlagiimaktadr.
Tarih-i Sistan yazan da 311 (923)'de Emir Bd
Ca'fer'e bi'ati anlatirken ordunun mevdli, serhangén
ve @zddegdn 'dan miirekkep bulundugunu yazmakta
olup, bu sonuncularin yine kéylerdeki kiigitk asil-
zadeler oldugu sdylenebilir. Séir Rédeki 'nin bu
kelimeyi kullanis sekli de bu sosyal tabakamn kéylii
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AL-HADIS

|

An English Translation & Camhemm'y with vowel-pointed Ar&bic Text ‘
|

|

|

OF

MISHKAT-UL-MASABIH |

( Being a collection of the most authentic sayings and doings of Prophct
Mubhammad ( 'p.H,) sclected from the most reliable collcctions
of Hadis Literature and coataining all that an average
Muslim or non-Muslim requires to know ‘
for guicance in all .walks of life ) !

CAPTER XXII] _ EVARCIPATION Of \LAVES 457

Jews and the Christians from
qj;e jend of Hedjmz. When the
Measenger of Allah got victory
over Khaiber, ne intended to drive
out the Jews therefrom, and when
victory was zsined over the land
for Allh and His Prophet and for
the Muslims, the Jews asked the
Messenger of Alish  to leave
\hem on condition that they would
toil while there would be half of
the fruits for them. The Apostle
of Allah said : We shall keep
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suitable arratgements into chapters and sections ‘\ ! . So they were allowed to remsin - ~»- ’ l Py ui: - .-
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) SECTION 13
’: P PRI 1115 —Emancipation of Slave~
[ =7 e O o S R R .
— Teooo . FA:"L:I 14 (1) Who are called ‘slaves in Islam? As has already beed stated
S meem o RALE in note 1094, the prisoners of war who were pot let frec but were

divided among the warriors and kept under their care and maintenance
were called 'by peoples otker than the Muslims a- slaves Islam.
however, does mnol recognise. any class of ~human beingy as shave-
because that is oprposed 1o the fundamental princinle of the universa! br.

thorhond in whick all Musiims participate orv-equal terms of rights and
privileces. T declared 1 Al belicvers are brethien. Sp no Mushim

can legally he a slave, whether he 15 a prisoper of  war oT
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