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RUBAILER

BIZI BEKLERLER

Hatun kisiler er kigiler hep burada
Bir hayli sabiler de gomiilmis arada
Besbelli susarlar bizi beklerler ki
Birlikte susup bekleselim bir sirada.

VEBAL

Bir ¢oklar evidd U iwyal koymuslar
Bir ¢oklari Karun gibi mal koymuslar
Haliyle bu sinlerde yatanlar hepsi
Bir hatira bir ¢ok da vebal koymuslar.

HAVVA

Segkin yaratip akl ile Adem kulunu
Yarab n'ola Havva ile kestin yolunu
Evldd U 1yal onda akil koymadi ki
Giiclikle secer simdi sagindan solunv.

Tahsin Banguoglu
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MEHMED AKIF’DEN MEKTUPLAR

- M. Ugur DERMAN

14, Mektup:

Evladim, ki Goziim Mahir Bey,

Mektiibuna ¢ok sevindim. Var ol, Rabb'im seni her iki
diinyida aziz etsin. Hem kardeglerine, hem difer asinalara
dair maltmat vermigsin. Buna da bagkaca memnfin oldum.
Ben de sana yiikte afir, bahidda hafif bir hediye gonderiyorum.
Kabtl edersen pek hoguma gider !

El-Camiatii’l-Misriyye’ (Misir Dérilfiindnu) de Tirkce de
okunurmus. Bunu, Farisi ile beriber olmak tizere tedris eden
Abdiillvehhdb Azzam Bey'le ii¢ dort aydan beri muarefe pey-

42

da ettik. Adamcagz Tﬁrkqe dersini bana vermek istedi. Ben de
«pekalas dedim. Bunun iizerine Cimia'ca mes'ele iki ay kadar
uzatildiktan sonra, iki hafta evvel «Derslere baglayabilirsins
dediler. Simdilik gidip geliyorum. Dersim, Edebiyat kisminin
iiglincii - dordiincli senelerine miinhasirdir. Haftada dort saat,
vini her simf iki ders aliyor, Dordiincii sene talebesi gecen yil
Azzim Bey'den biraz okumuslar. Uciincii sene talebesi ben-
den bagladilar., Camia? talebesine Arap¢a ders takriri bidayet-

1 Ashnda yiikte hafif, bahada agir olan bu hediye, Akif mer-
hiimun Hilvan'da cektirip gonderdigi fotografidir, Arkasinda «Mahir
Bey Oglumuza» ithifiyle :

«D1g yiiziim boyle agardikea agarmakta, fakat,
Sormayn i¢ ytiziimiin renginl: Yiizler karasi!
Beni kendimden utandirdi, hakikat, simdi,
Bana hi¢ benzemeyen siiretimin manzarasi.»

kit'ast yazilmig olan bu resim, Kubbealt1 Mecmfasi'mn Ocak 1975
nilshasinda negredilmigtir.
2 Camia: (burada) Universite.
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Musl. World Bk. Rev, 20, no. 3, 2000

However, this war which was taken lightly by the Azeri leaders quickly made
more than one million Azeris refugees accompanied by a loss of one-fifth of
its territories. Goltz gives an account of the miseries and misfortunes of the
Azeri refugees, who were not only ignored by other Muslim countries, but
also their own leaders and the new Azeri capitalist class.

Thus, the book becomes a case study of the Muslims and their governments
in general. What, for example, can the Muslim masses do under such
circumstances? They can only rally around this or that Muslim leader to
make their countries a better place to live. But the Azeris, like many other
Muslim nations, could not find any better alternative to their present
insensitive governmental system and widespread corruption.

Goltz also gives an account of corruption in the Banking system (pp. 281~
90). Even during communist rule, Azerbaijan, along with Armenia and Georgia,
was regarded as the most corrupt region of the Soviet Union. Because this was
so deep-rooted even the certificates given by the educational institutions of
those Soviet Republics did not carry much weight within the Soviet Union as
a whole. This is one of the reasons why a good number of Azeri students
studied in Tashkent. In the post-Soviet era, things went from bad to worse in
Azerbaijan because of war and the continuous armed feuds among different
political groups. The book presents all these aspects of present Azeri life.

Goltz says that the Azeris now want people to know how they have suffered
and been humiliated by the Armenians and their own leaders so that the
world in general, and the Muslim nations in particular, may respond to their
problems. Many Azeri hope that one day they will be able to fight like the
Palestintans to regain their lands. This may be one of the reasons why they
were completely uprooted from the territories occupied by the Armenians,
An Azeri politician or intellectual may argue that the Armenians received
arms from the Russians and Iranians, while no one supported the Azeris. But
there are more genuine causes for the defeat of the Azeris.

The overall approach of Goltz is a journalistic and popular one, which
makes the book of limited importance and use from an academic point of
view. But being ignored by all other countries, Muslim and non-Muslim
alike, Azerbaijan’s recent history is well documented in this volume. Possibly,

s this is the only reliable book a reader can consult if he/she wants to study the
recent history of Azerbaijan and that region. The title of the book is justified
'by all its pages and the interesting narrative approach makes it attractive to
a wider cross-section of readers.

In fact, the book contains something for everyone. Goltz is effective in
presenting not only the survival stories of Aliyev but also his own. He could
‘have been an innocent victim of war, one on a list of journalists, who sacrificed
eir lives whilst discharging their professional duties in the early 1990s. To
this reviewer, the book contains the true story of the collapse of the Soviet
Union, its aftermath, and the subsequent tragic events in the entire Caucasian
region.

University of Illinois, USA Md. Maimul Ahsan Khan
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THE MAKING OF AN EGYPTIAN ARAB NATIONALIST: THE EARLY
YEARS OFAZZAM PASHA, 1893-1936. By Ralph M. Coury. Ithaca Press,
Reading, UK, 1998. Pp. 528. ISBN 0-86372-234-4 (HB).

A new breed of ‘wlama’, journalists, political activists and populists, who
were largely students of the Arab-Islamic reform movement, dominated Arab
culture and politics during the inter-war period. They never really succeeded
in controlling state machinery, yet it was from within their circles that the
most important issues were raised, issues around which the politico-cultural
debates of the period would revolve. During World War 1, students of the
Arab-Islamic reform movement were divided between supporting and
opposing the Ottoman government of the Committee for Union and Progress
(CUP). After the War, however, their inner divisions were rectified by the
urgency of facing up to the imperialist challenge and the search for unity and
independence. Whether in Baghdad, Damascus, Jerusalem or Cairo, people
like Shakib Arslan, Rashid Rida, Amin al-Husayni, Shuksi al-Quwwatli,
Muhibb al-Din al-Khatib, and ‘Abd al-Hamid Sa d, emerged as key leaders
in the pan-Islamic and Arab nationalist movements, and made instrumental
contributions to the shaping of the Arab anti-imperialist discourse and the
struggle for independence. As students of ‘Abduh, al-Afghani, Tahir al-Jaza'iri
and Mahmiid Shukri al-Aldsi, they were all occupied with the Arab and Islamic
revival, the project of self-renewal and the search for the magic formula for
reconciling Islamic traditions with modernity and the progressive ideas of
the West. Theirs was not an exclusive agenda of an ideological party, but
rather a shared cultural outlook, common aspirations and a loose network of
cultural societies, nationalist and Islamic congresses and supra-national
associations.

In his detailed and thoroughly researched book, Ralph Coury presents a
fascinating biography of ‘Abd al-Rahmin ‘Azzam Pishi, one of the most
illustrious members of the Arab inter-war generation, and a challenging
analysis of the evolution of his intellectual and political views. The
significance of this highly informative work is that its main subject was not
an Arabist from the eastern wing of the Arab world, where Arabism first emerged,
but rather from Egypt that came to embrace the Arab idea at a later stage. This
study, therefore, is not only about the making of an Egyptian pioneer of Arab
nationalism but also about the transformation of the Egyptian sense of identity
during the inter-war period.

‘Abd al-Rahman ‘Azzam was born into a family of small landowners in al-
Shabak village of al-Giza directorate, south of Cairo, in 1893. The ‘Azzams
are of settled (agrarian) Bedouin origin, and it is widely believed within the
family that its roots go back to the Arabian tribe of Tamim. During the 19208
British officials in Cairo, who sought to dismiss the Arab identity of Egypt,
interpreted ‘Azzam’s espousal of Arabism in terms of his family Bedouin
(non-Egyptian!) background; one of Coury’s achievements in this book was
to place this dimension of ‘Azzam’s character in proper perspective. Although
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| % Mahd al-“arab / ‘Abd al-Wahhab ‘Azzam. -
%’g [Misr] : Dar al-Ma‘arif li-I-Tiba%a wa-I-Nagr
’1946 - 137 p.: 17 cm
| ’§ 1. Civilizacién arabe 1. Titulo.
: % 930.85(=411.21)
WCRE! VAL-771 R. 53089
: w\{

egado Fernando Valderrama (2004)
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