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Christians in Society: Luther, the Bible, and Social Ethies
William I, Lazarelh

Furtress Press, Minneapolis, 2001, 274 5. (ISBM 0-5006-3292-3)

William H. Lazareth'in Lutheran dgretilere ve kutsal metne da-
yanan dinsel dlgtitlerin Hiristiyan vasammdaki sosyal etigin olug-
mastndaki etkisini ele aldig galiymasi tig kisim iginde sckiz alt bi-
liimden olusmaktadir. Birinci kismda bazi Protestan diigiiniirlerin
Lutheran etie iliskin yorumlarma deginilmektedir. Daha gok 19.
ylizyil rasyonalizmi ile sindirildigi dile getirilen  Alman
Lutheranizmi'nin terimleriyle yapilan Lutheran etik tammlamalan
clestirilmekledir. Nazi dénemi sonrasinda Lutheranizm’in toplum-
sal  sorumluluk  anlayismin yeniden  kegfi  bajlanunda,
Lutheranizm’e yoneltilen “sosyal tutuculuk®, “Hukuk-incil ayn-
mina dayanan mistisizm®, iki krallk doktrini baglaminda
"Augustinci Dualizm” ve dinsel gelenck agisindan “kiiltdirel yoz-
lasma” gibi suglamalar gergevesinde E. Tro-clstch, K. Barth, ].
Heckel ve R. Niebuhr'un goriileri deferlendirilmektedir, Bu balim
Lutheran etigin 20. yiizyildaki yanhy yorumlarnina birer cevap nite-
ligini tagimaktadir. Ardindan kilise yaganu ve kilise misyonu konu-
sunda Luther'in kutsal metin merkezli evangelik prensipleri deger-
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A Note on the Origins of Hali’s

Musaddas-e Madd-o Jazr-e Islam*

EVE TIGNOL

Published in 1879 in the Tahzib ul-Akhlag as well as in book form, Maulana Altaf Husain
Hali’s Musaddas on the Ebb and Flow of-Islam (better known as Musaddas-e Hali) is a unique
text. The poem, which recalls a glorious Islamic past and mourns its decline in India, both
drew on the Urdu shahr dshob tradition that had developed since the eighteenth century
as well as innovatively developed a very Arabic “flavour” and style that was uncommon at
the time. While C. Shackle and J. Majeed have analysed Hali’s use of typical Arabic literary
devices in their excellent study and edition of the Musaddas, they conceded that “the overt
influence of Arabic poetry is less easy to establish”.! However, new evidence from the Aligarf
Institute Gazette of 1878 brings another piece to the puzzle and enables us to situate Hali’s
Musaddas in its broader historical and literary context: indeed, two articles written by Sayyid
Ahmad Khan in January of that year show that Hali’s masterpiece was in fact conceived as
an Urdu re-adaptation of an Arabic classic, al-Rundi’s famous Lament for the fall of Seville.

kg

T. G. Bailey noted in his study of Urdu literature about Hali’s Musaddas that “no poem has
had so great an effect on the Urdu-speaking world”.? In 1879, its publication “took the
public by storm™ and Hali himself was amazed at the success of what he had called a “dry,
insipid, plain and simple poem”.* When he reworked the text in 1886, the Musaddas had
been republished six times, recited in innumerable gatherings (including: celebrations for
the birthday of the Prophet), introduced in school curricula, used as warm-up for religious
assemblies and acted out in dramatic performances.” The poem received immediate and
widespread appraisal; it provided the New School of Urdu Literature with a model which

*I would like to express my sincere gratitude to Professor Francis Robinson for his encouragements and for
enriching my understanding of the topic. I am also thankful to Professor Tariq Ahmed, the History Department
at AMU and the staff of the Maulana Azad library for facilitating my stay in Aligarh in March-April 2014 in every
possible way. Research for this article was conducted with the support of the Friendly Hand Trust and the History
Department at Royal Holloway University of London.

1. Shackle and J. Majeed, Hali’s “Musaddas”: the flow and ebb of Islam (Oxford, 1997), p- 31-

2T. G. Bailey, A History of Urdu Literature (Karachi, 2008), p. 93.

3M. Sadiq, A History of Urdu Literature (Delhi, 1995), p. 347-

4First Introduction to the Musaddas, C. Shackle and J. Majeed, op.cit., p. 95-

5See Second Introduction to the Musaddas (1886) in C. Shackle and J. Majeed, ibid., p. 99 and S. A. Sandelvi,
Hali bahaisiyyat-i sha’ir (Lucknow, 1971), p. 263 quoted in S. Anjum, Monograf Khwajah: Altaf Husain Hali (Delhi,
2007), p- 75-

JRAS, Series 3, 26, 4 (2016), pp- 585—589 © The Royal Asiatic Society 2016
doi:10.1017/S13 561863 16000080
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a History of Philosophy Without any

ity Pres 2016. ISAM DN. 253998.

Peter Adamson, Philosophy in.the Islamic World

Gaps, c. III, Oxford

ivers

Oxford Un

MUSIC AND PHILOSOPHY

medicine, which is inextricably bound up with the practical business of healing
human bodies. This close association of practical affairs with medicine is, again
something we've seen before in al-Farabi, with his comparison of the ideal ruler to a;
doctor. We find a similar idea in other authors of this period. In and around the
tenth century, a number of authors put forward the idea that ethics is like medicine,

or rather, is medicine—a kind of medicine that aims at treating souls rather than
bodies.
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BALANCING ACTS
ARABIC ETHICAL LITERATURE

ext to the room where I am writing this, there is a bathroom in which you can
Ncurrently see a bar of soap, still in its wrapping. The label promises that this
soap can help to “re-establish the balance between the mind and the body.”
Amazingly, it was only slightly more expensive than normal soap, which contents
itself with helping you wash your hands. We're fortunate to live in a day and age
when one can not only get soap for one’s mind, but also “chicken soup for one's
soul,” as in the title of a line of popular self-help manuals. This sort of thing hasn’t
been possible since the ‘Abbasid empire. During the formative period of philosophy
in the Islamic world, we find several authors writing their own popular self-help
manuals, with titles like On Dispelling Sadness, Benefits for Bodies and Souls, Refinement of
Character, and most tellingly of all, Spiritual Medicine.

That last one is a work by Abii Bakr al-Razi, which may come as a surprise after
his controversial, even provocative, theory of Five Eternals. On a casual reading his
Spiritual Medicine seems to be a rather harmless, if rather hectoring, collection of
ethical advice. It was written as a partner piece to one of al-Razr’s large medical
treatises, the Book for al-Mansiir, the patron to whom both texts were dedicated. The
Book for al-Mansiir tells you everything you need to know to have a healthy body, and
the Spiritual Medicine completes the job by telling you how to have a healthy soul. To
some extent, this parallel still has currency. We routinely talk about “mental” or
“psychological” health. Less famniliar, though, is the idea that ethics itself might be a
kind of medicine.

Here, al-Razi is looking back to his chief influence from the Greek tradition, who
was neither Plato nor Aristotle, but Galen. The greatest of ancient doctors, Galen"
wrote voluminously on every area of his art, creating a body of work that would
underlie medical literature for many centuries." Galen also expressed an idea that
was prevalent in the ancient world: that the soul, like the body, can be ill or healthy.
The Epicureans lived by a “fourfold remedy” of ethical precepts that summed up
their hedonist ethics. In Galen, ethical advice is part of what a skilled physician is

able to offer his patient. Indeed, there can be no sharp divide between caring for the
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Azmi, Sabahuddin
An Islamic approach to business ethics .-- 2005 ISSN: 1606-9382 : Renaissance (a Monthly Islamic
Journal), vol. 15 v pp. 25-40, (2005)

South Asia - 20th century (before Partition) | Philosophy: modern
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Choudhury, Masudul Alam

An Islamic theory of moral entitlement in comparative perspective .-- Oxford University Press, Kuala
Lumpur, 1983 : On the condition of labor and the social question one hundred years later:
commemorating the 100th anniversary of Rerum Novarum, and the fiftieth anniversary of the Association
for Social Economics

Edit. T. O. Nitsch, J. M. Phillips, E. L. Fitzsimmons , pp. 351-366,
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