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BAHADUR SHAH 1 — BAHADUR SHAH GUDJARATI

revived by a man known as Banda who killed Wazir
Khin, seized Sirhind and terrorised the east Pandiab.
Bahadur Shih stormed Lohgarh and defeated but
did not capture Banda in 1710-11. The last few
months of his life were spent in Labore where he died
on 20 Mubarram 1124/27 February 1712. The
throne was immediately disputed between his four
sons, Mu‘izz al-Din Diahindar Shah, <Azim al-Shén,
Rafi® al-Shan and Dizhia Shah, the first of whom
was successfudl.

{rvine describes Bahadur Shah as “although not

a great sovereign .... 2 fairly successful one”. He
was courteous, learned, pious, brave, capable and
equable in temper. He was generous and found it
difficult to refuse a request, a trait which earned him
the nickname of bi-khabar or heedless one. Not much
is known of Bahidur Shah’s family life, but the
names of three wives bave survived: Mihr al-Nis3
Begum, who accompanied her husband’s body to
Delhi, ‘Aziz al-Nisd Khioum and Nar al-Nisd
Begum. )

Bibliography: ‘Abd al-Hamid Laiburi, Pdd-
shdh-ndma (in the Bibliotheca India, Calcutta 1878);
Mubammad Sakrl Mustatidd Khan, M atdsir-s
<dlamgirs, {in the Bibliotheca Indica, Calcutta
1871}); Déanishmand Khén
lithographed, Naval Kishor Press; Danishmand
Khin, Bahddur Shdk-ndma, Brit. Mus. Or. Ms. 24;
Bhim Sen, Dilkusha, Brit. Mus. MS. Or. 23;
Kamradj, 4 ‘zam al-Hand, Brit. Mus. MS. Or. 1895;
Diagdiiwan Das, Muntakhabd al-Tawdrikh, Brit.
Mus. MS. Add. 26, 253; Iradat Khan Wadhih,
Memoirs, in Jonathan Scott, History of the Deccan
(1794), Vol. ii, part 4; Mubammad Kasim Lahord,
Jprat-nama, Brit. Mus. MS. Or. 1934; Kamwar
Khan, Tadhkira-+ Saldtin-i Caghatdy, vol. i, Roy.
Asiatic Soc. MS. xcvii; Khafl Kbin, Muntakhab
al-Lubdb (Biblictheca Indica); Khushhal Cand,
Nadir al-Zamani, Konigliche Bibliothek, Berlin
MS. 495; Muhammad ¢Ali Khan, Ta’rikh-+ Muzaf-
fari, Brit. Mus. MS. Or. 466; Warid, Muhammad
Shafi€, Mirdt-t Wariddt, Brit. Mus. MS. Add. 6579;
W. Irvine, The Later Mughals, vol. i, Calcutta 1921;
V. Sarkar, History of Awrangzib, vol. iv, 2nd ed.,
Calcutta 1925; The Cambridge History of India,
vol. iv, ch. ix, Cambridge 193I.

(T. G. P. SPEAR)
 BAHADUR SHAH II, the last Mughal Emperor
of India. He reigned as titular sovereign from 1253/
1857 to 12741857 He was in fact, 2 pensionary of the
East India Company, his actual authority being
restricted to the limits of the Red Fort or Kala-
mutalld of Delhi. Mughal authority, by virtue of
which the British held Bengal from 1765, was never
formally disowned by them, but the Charter Act of
1833 asserted British soversignty over British held
territodes in India. On May 11, 1857, Delhi was
seized by mutinous troops from Meerut who
compelled the unwilling Bahddur Shah, then nearly
82, to accept nominal leadership of the revolt. After
four months of unenthusiastic headship he retired to
Humayion's Tomb on the assault of Delhi by the
British in September. With his favourite wife Zinat
Mahal and their son Mirza Diewin Bakht he sur-
rendered to Lieut. Hodson on a promise of his life.
After much indignity and a trial of doubtful legality
he was exiled by the British Government to Rangoon
in Burma, where he died on I3 Diumada 1 1279/
7 November 1862. Descendants of his are still to
be found there.

Bahadur Shah was born on 27 Sha‘ban 1189/24

October 1775. He was the second son of Akbar
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Shah II (122:-1253/1806-1837) and Lil By
He was cleventh in direct succession from the
emperor Babur. In 1827 he was described as “'the
most respectable, the most accomplished of the
Princes” by Charles Metcalfe, then Resident of Delhi
He had a tall spare figure, a dark complexio:;
with strongly marked aquiline features. Like his
grandfather Shah <Alam, he was a poet of some
note, using#the pen-name of Zafar. The poet Dhawi
was his literary preceptor and Ghélib attended his
Court. His plaintive ghazals were long current in
Delbi. He was also a calligrapher and musician of
merit, and showed taste in repairing buildings and
laying out gardens. His full title was Abu ’l-Muzaffar
Siradj al-Din Muhammad Bahidur Shah.
Bibliography: Parliamentary Return No. 162
of 1859, East India (King of Delhi); Evidence
taken before the Court appointed for the Trial
of the King of Delhi, London 1859; J. W. Kaye
and G. B. Malleson., History of the Indian Mutiny
ed. 1897, vols ii and iv; M. Garcin de Tassy,
Histoire de la Littérature Hindowie ¢t Hindoustanic,
Paris 1871, vol. iii, 317 ff.; R. B. Saksena, History
of Urdu Literature, Allahabad 1927, 96-7; T. G. P
Spear, Twilight of the Mughuls, Cambridge 1951.
(T. G. P. SpEAR)
, sultin of
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terms with his elder brother Sikandar, left Gudjarat
in 931/1525 and, travelling via Citor and Mewat to
the court of Ibrahim Lodi was present, as an
onlooker, at the battle of Panipat between the
sultdn of Dihli and the Mughal Babur.

Hearing of the death of his father and the accession
of Sikandar, Bahadur Shih hastened towards
Gudijarat to be grested at Citor with the news of
the assassination of Sikandar by Khwish Kadam,
¢Imad al-Mulk. Rapidly gaining support from the
Gudjarat! Muslim nobles, Bahadur Shah assumed
the insignia of the sultanate at Anhalwara-Patan on
26th Ramadian, 932/6th July 1526, .

Bahidur Shah was the last vigorous sultan of
independent Gudiarat. In 935/1528 he attacked
Burhin Nizam Shah of Ahmadnagar in alliance
with Mubammad II of Khandésh and ¢Ald al-Din
‘Imad al-Mulk of Berir occupying Ahmadnagar in
936/1529. The Nizam Shah appears to have accepted

_the overlordship of Gudiarat until g938-9/1532 at

least, but statements in the Arabic and Perrian
histories that he read the khuida and struck coins
in the name of the Gudjarat sultan have not found
corroboration in the discovery of such coins.

In g¢37/1531 Bahadur Shah attacked Mabmad 11
of Mailwa, occupying Mandil In ¢38/x532-3 he
captured the Radiput strongholds of Ujjain, Bhilsa
and Ralsin together with their chief Silhadi. In
Ramadin g41/March 1535 Gudjarat forces, at the
second attempt, captured Citor.

Meanwhile’ however, in the autumn of 941/1534
war had broken out between Bahadur Shah and the
Mughal Humayiin; Babadur Shah had given refuge
to the Lodi Afghans and to Muhammad Zamén
Mirza son-in-law to Babur, who had escaped from
confinement by Humdyin in the fort of Bayina.

Defeated by the Mughals at Mandasér and Mandi,
and with much of his treasure captured by Humaiyin
at the fall of Campanir in Safar 942/August 1535,
Bahdadur $hah turned to the Portuguese for help.

In ¢37/153%, the Portuguese, under Nuno da
Cunha, governor of Goa, had been defeated in their
attempt to capture Diw. In Diumada II 941/

7 5 n of Muzaffar | /
Shah II (917/1511-932/1526), Bahidur Shah, on bad i




