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The Tara Tatars live on the banks of the River Irtysh near the
mouth of the Tara. There are four main tribal groupings. They
appear to have been settled here since the seventeenth century. In
1926 there were 11,517 of them (Narody Sibiri); it is not known
how many there are today. Included amongst them are a group of
Bukharans.

Tobol Tatars

rThe Tobol Tatars live on the River Tobol and on the Irtysh between
Tara and Tobol’sk. There are amongst them a number of Bukharans
and Volga Tatars, particularly in the vicinity of Tobol’sk and further
west. In 1926 there were 32,102 Tobol Tatars (Narody Sibiri).

Tjumen’ Tatars

The Tjumenj Tatars live near the towns of Tjumen’ and Jaluto-
rovsk. They include a number of Bukharans and Volga Tatars. In
1926 there were 22,636 of them (Narody Sibiri).

There are still large numbers of Tatars in Siberia (over half a
million) but it is not possible to tell from the census what percentage
of these are ‘indigenous’ Tatars and what percentage more recent
scttlers. In all probability the local groups are being rapidly assim-
ilated by the incoming Russians and Volga Tatars.

Bukharans of Siberia

Own names: Bukharlyk, Pukharlyk; Russian name: Bukharisy
(sibirskije).

The Siberian Bukharans live in the Tjumen’ and northern Omsk
Districts (oblasti) of the RSFSR. They settled in this region during
the fifteenth to sixteenth centuries. At this period there was an
active trade link between Siberia and Bukhara: products of the
north such as furs, skins and fish were sent via the Ishim and the
Irtysh to Central Asia in return for such commodities as tea, paper,
dried fruits, ironmongery and luxury goods (e.g. mirrors and or-
naments). The Bukharans controlled most of this trade and a num-
ber of them moved to the Tjumen’-Tobol’sk-Omsk area, where
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they sctiled along the Rivers Tobol, Tara and Irtysh. They inter-
mingled with the local Tatar population, who, like themselves, were
Sunni Muslims (Hanafi school). Eventually they adopted the Tatar
language and became virtually indistinguishable from them. As a
result of this, the relevant estimates in the 1926 Soviet Census, in
which the Siberian Bukharans are listed separately, are highly in-
accurate. They are now listed with the Tatars.

1926 Census figures

Population: 12,012

Urban dwellers: 6.2 per cent

Percentage claiming own language (presumably Tatar) as their
mother tongue: 97.9.

Percentage claiming Russian as their mother tongue: 0.4.

Literacy: 3,139 (26.1 per cent); of these, 1,719 (54.8 per cent of the
total literate population) were literate in their own language.

Kundurs

Own names: Kara-Agach, Karagach; Russian name: Kundurskije
atary.

The Kundurs are a branch of the Nogais, descendants of the Kar-
agach tribe who split off from the main body of the Nogais in the
thirteenth century and eventually settled on the Lower Volga. Their
chief occupations were agriculture and market gardening. They
have now been largely assimilated by the neighbouring Astrakhan
Tatars, but in their language they still preserve some typically Nogai
features (phonetic, morphological and lexical), which set it apart
from that of the surrounding peoples.

By religion they are Shi’i Muslims.

The Kundurs have never been separately listed in the census and
there is no information available on the present size of the

community.

Mishars/Meshcherjaks

Own name: Mishar; Russian names: Mishari, Meshcherjaki.
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Bukharhq

The Bukharhg are Sunnt Muslim
merchants from western Turkestan, who
settled in the Tara, Tobol’sk, and Tyumen’
regions of western Siberia, where they
played a major role in the trade between
Central Asia on the one hand and Russia
and Europe on the other, between the late
sixteenth and mid-nineteenth centuries.
They called themselves Bukharhq (Russ.,
Bukhartsy), irrespective of their (at that
time nonexistent) “national” (or ethnic)
affiiation (e.g., Uzbek, Tajik, or Uyghur).
The Soviet census of 1926 counted 12,010
Bukharhg; this was the last tme they were
officially listed as a separate ethnic group.

The Russian government granted
privileges to the Bukharlg, encouraged
their settlement in western Siberia, and
established separate administrative units
(Bukharskie volosti) for them, which existed
untl]l the nineteenth century. After their
arrival in western Sibena, the Bukharhq
lived in close contact with the autoch-
thonous Siberian Tatars. The Bukharhq
intermingled with them and gradually
adopted many features of their mate-
rial life and their dialect of the Tatar
language. The best known Bukharhq is
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L. Entsiklopedivai... 2. Sovetskaya...

Bukhara, aMusewminthe Open, Tashkent,1991; Marquart,J.,

Eransahr , Berlin, 1901 Petrushevskil. I. P, Istorivalrana, Moxmv\
1977, Prlbyﬂ\ova AM., Pamyatniki arl\/ur(lmrz Srednei Az,
Moscow. 1971, Pugachcnkova, GA. and LI Rempel,
Vydayushchiesia, Pamyatniki arkhitektury Uzbekistana , Tashkent ,
1958 ; Pulatov, T., «Vizhdondek barhadt shahar, Bukhara, a Museum
inthe Open, Tashl\cnl 1991; Smirnova, O.L, Ocherki iz istorii Sogda,
Moscow, 1970; Sovetskii etzzsxl\lopedzclzevkzzslmar Moscow, 1987,
Staviskil, B. Ya Mezhdu Pamirom | Kaspiem, Moscow, 1966;
Sukhareva O.A., Bz(khara XIX-nachalo XX v., Moscow, 1966.
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