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Osmanische Welten:
Quellen und Fallstudien
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Talik-Drucke in Balak und Istanbul
7um kalligraphischen Anspruch von Typendruck
und Lithographie

Tobias Heinzelmann

en spiteren Doktorvater — lernte ich ganz zu

Michael Ursinus — mein
g i. Br. kennen. Aus

Beginn meines Studiums an der Universitat Freibur,
dieser Anfangsphase meines Studiums ist mir insbesondere die ,Ein-
fithrung in die Osmanische Paliographie® in lebendiger Erinnerung,
welche ich im Jahr 1991 bei ihm besuchte, kurz bevor er dem Ruf nach
Heidelberg folgte. Es ist also naheliegend, dass sich mein Beitrag den
Tiicken des Tiirkischen in arabischer Schrift widmet.

Der Ubergang von einer handschriftlichen zu einer zunehmend vom
Buchdruck geprigten Buchkultur im Osmanischen Reich ist in letzter
genstand der Forschung. Dabei wird auch

Zeit in verstirktem MaR Ge
sunehmend hinterfragt, inwieweit es sich bei der Einfithrung:des Buch-
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K(URIO), H(ars). Frither Buchdruck in Kairo: Buldq
[sic). Exotische Typen: Buchdruck im Orient - Orient
im Buchdruck. (Ausstellung der Staatsbibliothek zu
Berlin - Preussische Kulturbesitz, 7. April bis 10. Juni
2006. Ausstellung und Katalog: Meliné Pehlivanian).
Berlin: Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin - Prenssische
Kulturbesitz, 2006, (Ausstellungskataloge, N.F.50),
pp.122-127.
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WUSTENFELD, F. Die Literatur der Erdbe-
schretbung bet den Arabern.”  Zeitschrift fie
vergleichende Erdkunde 1 i (1B842), pp. 24-67.
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(.iste des ouvrages publi(’;s dans les imprimeries
de Boulag et d'Alexandrie. Bulletin de la So-
ciété de geographie, 2e série, 5 (1836),439-440.

Die Literatur in Kasan: (hauptsdchlich Werke
for die  muselménnische  Bevidlkerungs — aus
Severnala pchela, 26. und 31 Okiober 1851.)
Archiv fiir wissenschaftliche Kunde von Russ-
land 11 (1852), 341-346.

Fin Nachtrag 2u Schourrer's Bibliotheca Arabi-
ca aus den Schiatzen der kaiserlichen Bffentl.
Bibliothek zu St. Petersburg. ZDMG 8 (1854)
386-389.

Revue des auvrages nouvedaux sur 'Indoustan.
Annales des voyages 3 (1808), pp. 383-3%94.

Triibner's American and Oriental literary
record. v.. -1y 6., 1-9; 3cdd 5., 1-2.
London, 1865-1891,

Verzeichnis der in Aegypten gedruckten arabi-
schen, persischen und tiirkischen Werken. Das
Ausland 4 (1831), 1451-1452,

BaIAf;lCHI, T.X. Catalogue général des livres
arabes, persans et turcs imprimés 4 Boulac

Egypte depuis Vintroduction de Pimprim o
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458 BULLETIN CRITIQUE

text, note 10 reads “A: min al-ikhwa on the mrg [margin].” I think that those
words were missing from the manuscript A; therefore were added in the mar-
gin and thus the error is rectified. There are also several typographical errors.
Another issue worth mentioning is that the Arabic text is devoid of even the
most minimal vocalization. The English translation is readable.

The common reader unless he/she is a competent scholar of Arabic would
not be able to read a text full of technical vocabulary.

Finally, the question arises: How could such a book be published by the
Institute of Ismaili Studies in London? The normal practice followed by.all the
reputed publishing houses is that, when a manuscript that is supposed to
encourage Ismaili Studies is submitted for publication, it undergoes rigorous
peer review by at least two expert scholars from that particular field. Strahgely
enough, as far as I am able to ascertain, the Institute of Ismaili Studies does not
follow such a procedure. The decision about its publications is arbitrarily taken
by one person in charge of academic research and publication. In other words
there is no quality control. Had there been a peer review, I am certain those
errors would have been avoided or rectified and the editor would have been
advised to thoroughly revise his introduction as well as the edited Arabic text.

I hope that this type of oversight will not be repeated in the future.

Ismail K. Poonawala
University of California at Los Angeles
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Jean-Claude Garcin

Pour une lecture historique des Mille et une nults essai sur lédition de Bilag

(1835), Arles, Sindbad-Actes Sud (« La bibliothéque arabe. Collection Hommes et

sociétés »), 2013, 804 p., ISBN : g78-2-330-01319-6, 38 € broché.

L?‘ R fe i«'\arék Vanm bLee uwlon
Among the many problems related to the study of the Thousand and one nights
is the reluctance among scholars to see the manuscript history of the work as
a single tradition. Usually the evolution of the Arabic versions is divided into
an early period, which consists of several fragments, dating back to the gth
century, including the more substantial text of the so-called Galland manu-
script from the beginning of the 15th century, and a later period which contains
the various manuscripts produced in the 18th century in Egypt and in Europe,
including the Arabic printed versions of the 19th century (especially the Bulaq
edition). The dividing line is the French translation of Galland (1704-1717),
which spread Sahrazad’s fame in Europe and created a demand for manu-
scripts among European travellers, literati and scholars. According to a British
traveller anyone who rode through Cairo on a donkey and shouted “Alf layla
wa-layla” was stormed by copyists offering ‘complete’ copies of the Nights.
Because of this European interference the later versions are often discarded as
inferior versions which are not part of the ‘real’ tradition.

The separation of two partial traditions is mainly inspired by the wish to
establish standards for evaluating the authenticity and philological status of
the various texts. Within this paradigm, the manuscripts before and including
the Galland manuscript belong to the authentic component, whereas the later
manuscripts should be seen as degenerate forms or even outright falsifications,
produced in respond to European interest. This approach raises some impor-
tant problems. First, with its emphasis on the European role in the revitaliza-
tion’ of the Thousand and one nights tradition it does not seriously consider the
dynamics of the Arabic tradition itself; there certainly was an interest in the
Nights among Arabic literati, and the later manuscripts can perhaps be seen
as an effort to reconstruct a version which fulfilled a demand of the Arabic
audience. Second, the later versions became the main starting point for what
may be called the ‘modern’ tradition of the Nights, mainly through the printed
Bulag version, both for Arabic and for European readers. Whatever its philo-
logical status may be, the Bulaq text fulfilled the role of a pseudo-vulgate in the
19th and 20th centuries.

An effort to re-connect the two components of the Arabic Thousand and
one nights tradition and to change the normative perspective that has domi-
nated Thousand and one nights studies for so long is a remarkable study
by Jean-Claude Garcin titled Pour une lecture historique des Mille et une nuits.

© KONINKLIJKE BRILL NV, LEIDEN, 2014 DOI 10.11683/15700585-12341316
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Historical aspects of printing and publishing in languages of the Middle
East: papers from the third symposium on the history of printing and
publishing in the languages and countries of the Middle East, University
of Leipzig, September 2008: Symposium on the History of Printing and
Publishing in the Languages and Countries of the Middle East (3. : 2008

: Leipzig), Edit. Geoffirey Roper, Leiden: E.J. Brill, 2014. ISAM DN. 240654

THE BULAQ PRESS MUSEUM AT THE BIBLIOTHECA ALEXANDRINA

Ahmed Mansour

Introduction

The Bulaq Press was Egypt’s first government-owned industrial printing
house. While not Egypt’s first press, it came to be at the heart of a qualita-
tive as well as quantitative cultural leap in Egyptian society and the Arab
region.

The Bulaq Press (also known as Al-Amiriya Press) was preceded by the
two presses brought to Egypt during the 1798 French campaign. One was

brought by Napoléon Bonaparte, while the other was a private press owned

by Marc Aurel, who accompanied Napoléon to Egypt. These presses left
Egypt with the French armies in 1801. Printing techniques were, however,
known in Egypt prior to the advent of Napoléon, as block printing had
been adopted during the Islamic era. Fifty documents were unearthed
near al-Fayyoum in the nineteenth century: these had been produced
between goo and 1350 CE, using block printing?!

Conflict over control of Egypt broke out after the French withdrawal,
involving the Ottomans, the Mamluks, and the Egyptian people. The con-

" flict ended in 1805 with Mithammad ‘Ali’'s assumption of power. In his

early years, he was keen to reform all the official institutions in order to
modernise Egypt; he conducted several reform projects in various sec-
tors, such as agriculture, health, industry, economy, education, and the
military, the last being his highest priority. The organisation and tactics
of the new model army required large numbers of manuals and regulation
books, and the new schools required textbooks, which became a signifi-
cant part of the output of the new government-owned printing press set
up in Bulag, the port of Cairo,? in 1822 (fig. 1). The Bulaq Press thus came

1 Aleksandar Stipevié, Tarifs al-kitab, trans. Muhammad M. al-Am&’at (Kuwait, 1993),
24g. See also the contribution of Karl Schaefer in this volume.

2 Bulaq is nearly a mile in length and halfa mile at its broadest point. Its houses, streets,
and shops are like those of metropolitan Cairo. It was little more than a village with dock-
ing facilities for boats to anchor, but its strategic position, close to the northern and west-
ern gates of Cairo, cemented its role as a cereal port over the centuries. In the fifteenth

2&8%}-3l6
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Benedictow, The Black Death, 1346-1353. The
complete history, Woodbridge, Suffolk 2004;
Stuart J. Borsch, The Black Death in Egypt and
FEngland. A comparative economic analysis, Austin
2005; Smart ] Borsch, Environment and
population. The collapse of large 1mgaﬂen
systems reconsidered, Comparative Studies in
Soctety and History 46/3 (2004): 451-68; Stu-
art J. Borsch, Nile floeds and the irrigation
system in fifteenth-century Egypt, MSR 4
(Jamoary 2000), 131-45; Thomas Butler,
Plague and other Yersinia infections, New York
1983; Norman F. Cantor, In the wake of the
plagus. The Black Death and the woild it made,
New York 2001; Lawrence Conrad, The
plague in the early medieval Near East, Ph.D.
diss., Princeton University, 1981; George
Deaux, The Black Death, 1347, New York
1969; Michael W. Dols, The Black Death in
the. Middle East, Princeton 1977; Michael W.
Dols, The comparative communal responses
to the Black Death in Muslim and Chris-
tian societies, Vator. Medieval and Renaissance
Studies 5 (1974), 269-87; Michael W. Dols,
The general mortality of thre Black Death
in the Mamluk Empire, in A. L. Udovitch
(ed.), The Islamic Middle East, 700—1900,
Princeton 1981; Michael W. Dols, The sec-
ond plague pandemic and its recurrences
in the Middle East, 1347-1894, FESHO
22/2 (1979), 162-89; William Naphy and
Andrew Spicer, Plagie. Black Death and pesti-
lence in Europe, Stroud, Gloucestershire-2004;
David Neustadt {Ayalon), The plague and
its effects upon the Mamlik army, FRAS
78/1-2 (1946): 67-73; John Norris, East or
West? The geographlc origin of the Black
Death, Bulletin of the History of Medicine 51/1
(1877): 1-24; Chester David Rail, Plague eco-

toxicology, Springfield IL 1985; Philip Ziegler,
The Black Death, New York 1969.

9 Bl 20

Stuart BorscH

Balag (D %10%6)

Biilaq was, during its long history, the
northern of the two river ports of Cairo:
it served vessels to and from the north,
including Lower Egypt and the Mediter-
ranean ports, while the southern port,
Misr al-Qadima, served vessels to and

BULAQ

from Upper Egypt. Until the modern
period, Bulaq was separated from Cairo
by approximately two to three kilometres
of agricultural fields.

Balaq was founded in about the sev-
enth/thirteenth century. It emerged when
the Fagmid port of al-Mags was rendered
unusable by the deposition of alluvium;
its origins were in the new wharves built
along the shoreline to compensate for the
loss of al-Mags. Important developments
began under Sultan al-Nasir Muhammad
b. Qalawun (r. 709-41/1310-41), and
Bilaq underwent a significant expansion
in the following centuries. Following the
Ottoman conquest of Egypt (923/1517),
commerce with other ports in the Otto-
man Empire increased considerably. As
a result, the early Ottoman governors
of Egypt paid particular attention to the
development of the port. The buildings
constructed by the governors Sulayman
Pasha (r. 931-41/1525-35), Ahmed
Pasha (r. 1590-94), Hasan Pasha (r. 988—
9071580-2), and Sinan Pasha (r. 975—
6/1567-8 and 979-80G/1571-2) changed
the layout of the port and added numerous
urban facilities, such as baths, mosques,
and apartment buildings; they concen-
trated on enlarging the port’s commer-
cial structures, including a new customs
house and large wikalas (commercial ware-
houses). The port continued to expand
in the eleventh/seventeenth century, as
it became more involved in the growing
Mediterranean long-distance trade. As
a result, Buliq became the main port of
Cairo and a major station for the collec-
tion of taxes on merchandise, gradually
surpassing Misr al-Qadima in importance.

With the reform policies established
by Muhammad ‘Ali (r. 1805—48) early in
the nineteenth century, Balag acquired
new functions, being chosen as the site
of the establishments that were part of

HE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF ISLAM THREE 2014/3, 2014 LEIDEN.

l T
ISAM DN. 230763.
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3 Lh 1817 GARCIN, Jean-Claude. Pourune lecture historigue
bl des Mille et une nuits: essai sur l'edition de Biilag,
021016 1835, Arles: Actes Sud-Sindbad, 2013. 804 pp.
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82 MANSOUR, Ahmed. The Bulag Press museum at
the Bibliotheca Alexandrina, Histarical aspecis of Sutaly :
printing and publishing in languages of the Middie , L
FEast: papers from the Thind Svmposium on the p2oF
History of Printing and Publishing in the Languages :
and Countries of the Middle East, { Iniversity of
Leipzig, Seprember 2008, Ed, Geoffrey Roper. Brill,
Leiden: 2013, (Istamic Manuscripts and Books),
pp.287-315. n,
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REVIEWS OF BOOKS 201

With a certain necrophilic elegance, James Allen cogently analyses the decline of Mamluk
metalwork both in quality and quantity and Karl Stowasser explores the horrors of Mamluk
court life with a panache which eschews clegance: perhaps his plebeian style is worn as an amulet
against the vulgarity of such a ruhng class. His researches lead one to agree with Magrizi's
description of this degenerate €lite as “more larcenous than mice, more destructive than wolves”
— to leave promiscuity aside,

Il Lapidus® concluding judgement on Mamluk studies is severe it is only fair to remark that
the Mamluks themselves deserve a share of the blame. Yavuz Selim had no doubt about this in
517 and, in spirit one would hope, would have a contribution 1o make to uny seminar presided
over by Martin Baxandall that might yet be arranged.

GODFREY (GOODWIN

AN UrBanN HiSTORY oF BULAQ IN THE MAMLUK AND OTTOMAN PERIODS. By Nriry HaNNA.
(Supplément aux Annales Islamologiques, Cahier No. 3.) pp. ix, 112, 10 pls. [Le Caire], Institut
Frangais d’Archéologie Orientale, 1983.

This book is a supplement to the distinguished series of publications on Cairo published by
the Institut Frangais d’Archéologie Orientale. It is of interest to Ottoman students because much
of the evidence is [rom the period of the pashas’ viceroyalties. The work, however, is not
restricted to this fater period of Biilig's greatest prosperity but begins with 4 historic survey from

the beginning of’ the umrgence of thlb pori whu,h re:ullnd from thc, Lhdnge of th, course of thew'

ere I — -
} _'dlld patterns that governed the
lOCdllOH of warchouses, wo 'hops and mosqucs Thure is an investigation of the functions of
comniercial architecture mcludm}: the supernmposmg of apartments on top of warehouses.
The photographs suffice while the 17 maps and plans are reduced to the minimal amount of
information, eliminating everything inessential, which results in exemplary clarity. The work
itself is equally starkly presented but not without relief because Bilag was a lively town with its
monkey men who entertained the thronged commercial centre and the stench of its tanneries and
oil presses which was as powerful a lovmpidnner as any municipal autocrat today.
Some conclusions one may dispute. While here it is said that the hammams were located for
the convenience of the inhabitants one notices that five out of the seven follow a crooked line
from the Hammim al-Sidra to the Hammim Sinan with a couple of sabils between which

—suggests a connection with the town water supply. But the final conclusions are unquestionable.

|

|
|

Bilaq was « commercial outrider of Cairo unadorned with royal mosques, educational establish-
ments or cemeteries. The monuments were the very large commercial buildings and, like the City
of London, religious life lay in their shadows except for the mosque of Sinan Pasha (who was
not known for his sanctity). The great wikalas or trading houses are outstanding for their size
and ruguldrll}, ol plan because, like the mills of 19th century industrial Britain, they were built
on virgin terrain without the restrictions of plots in already developed urban centres. They are
the products of commerce untempered by any aim save profitable investment. Significantly, the

Qddl Yahya did not care to be buried beside his own mosque in Bulaq e

T

A Monumenmhly impresses but Islamic architecture of the period was mofe creative and less
oppressive when it had to fit misshapen sites, giving the builders conundrums to solve that
salvaged their inmgi:mtion from the authoritarian mudbanks of age: mudbanks which draw
atlention to the irony that with the end of Ottoman rule this prosperous outspur of Cairo fell
into ruin long before the opening of the Suez Canal.

GobrrEY GOODWIN

L'EMPIRE OTTOMAN DU XVIe AU XVIlie SIECLE. ADMINISTRATION, ECONOMIE, SOCIETE. By ROBERT
MaNTRAN. (Collected Studies Serics, 202.) pp. x, 340, 8 pls., | map. London, Variorum Reprints,
1984, £28.00.

In this collection of 15 papers and urticles in French, originalty published between 1956 and
1980, Professor Mantran has selected material to represent his three main research interests:
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inst Horus as a possible
i the struggle of Seth agains .
the Copts of Egypt during thfa ® oo 2 posshe
ol lthe(lila‘?:tit;lz tcenzun'exs) were known for their source for the aect:zunt of the fall o
] xi '
eaaszive production of Apoerypha and pseude- Cavfz of Tgeasurles Goptio Chureh (at loast tll the
o ha.®® This characteristic of the early Copts Since the early e o ctoches
plgtflﬁ -t be surprising to us in the light of the fifth centl.xry) was o ot muroieins o find tht
Bh(')d 110of nostic influence on the early Coptic early Chr}stendom, 111513 L D
oh 'en'ce tfou ht. The gnostics were literate many of. 11':5 apocryp . t e
Chnitmnd e]lga(:(-luainted with ancient religions the (?hm'stlan I\/Ildglt;l a: s I.Zad o A
nd &tllll lw As Christianity was spreading in  Coptic lt?eas coul ave sp cud into Avupis, ot
By of these gnostic Christians ap- least during the Abyzsusl’l]ﬂiniof no;; plon. of Yemen
gégg)i’ly&m%): gn effort to tie old Egyptian myths be;’:{;veen g.D. 1?;50 uf;n perseéution o preilsmmic
isti i is res . Bleeker trade and re . slamic
to Christian behefs.‘ In this respect C. J. Blee e e ot Doy 'refuge " an dlssaals
mentions the folowine: ; fied and persecuted Christians, especially the
b ed that a number of gonostic conceptions after the Cogncil of Chalsedon had ruled
i m}(nte I;:?i’ent Egyptian religious thoughta. What Cop.wts er : e M eocon hac e
. ioe‘l;:z mo(i‘e important, there is some evidence that tg 8 a,ga,lnsF then?; mt A'};h m_ﬂ‘ny E)f T s e
i iated a typological affinity be- come in contact w ’ ‘ ‘
cermmtle: t:rrltieﬁ?tel:alfgxi:’f)eof iheygulley of the Nile on listened to their stories. Muhammad’s fl‘llen dship
: i 0 » .
:1‘:7: i)!rlle hand and gnosticians at the other side.? to Christians of Coptic faith 1.8 rf%te;ﬂ:incgz?;
1 . B - e
A very plausible story of ancient Egypt t;k.lat aspects of his 1?; 11;1;3 is kﬁ(f)xltl) ;;)Si :;;  bad cordial
i iblical record of creation  1gations with the egus .
fitted very well into the Bib : t s of Abyinia s indicated
f Seth against o the fact that he advised his fo 1
was the legend of the rebellion o ' v ‘ io llowers . o fmo
> hatred and dis- persecution to flee there. He
Horus. Seth, a synonym of . flee ' 2 Coptic
b0 dience in7 Egyptian mythology, caused all ieo noiog Mariya; and he is rep org . to have
) ret z[;ctroubles to befall man in revenge for his  4viced hig followers 40 be especla.llyh'm}n ! ;’WS o
b j ideri 5 in- k
;')(;nishment by Horus and the rest of the Egyptian Copts of Egypt, considering them his

i i dd more
i tian h friendly gestures to the Copts a
Ennead.® In the minds of the early Egyp Sue v es t - e
Gﬁfi(;tians Satan, as a parallel to Seth, becamethe . .qence to the possibility tl:x_a,t. Coptie wta(.)sf zhe
rebel and éhe ene;ny of man, who began tolurkin 4 likely source of the Qur'anic accoun
e 3

i i into diso- g1 of Satan
mbush in order to drag him (mfm) in i .
gedience. As a matter of fact, Wallis Budge hxxjfl- Wison B
gelf, commenting on thestory of thefall of Satanin  Hinvars Unvanery

The Cave of Treasures, recognized its possible T Budge, Cave of Traasures, pp. 56-55 S;lrpf;:;:f;g
Coptic origin and remarked that the early Egyp- enough, Budge failed fo associate t}:}e v“”ithy rlatod
tian Christians were known for compiling various .. oty o o in the Encomium w

1

i the years that had
i i ent Cave of Treasures. Apparently, 4
D e evn Toainly rom anel )i’;:ed betv{een 1915 and 1927 caused him to neglect to

i f
Egyptian legend. He even mentioned the story of e rpyoon I und |

W. H. P. Hateh, “Thres Leaves from a 2 See Wilson B. Bishai, Islamic History of the Middle
1 Compare W. H. P, s

M8, of the Acte Apostolorum,” in Coptic Studies in  East (Boston, 1968), p. 147.
Hm;or of Walter Ewig (Boston, 1950), p. 310.

! The struggle between Seth and Horus is very well stage.

<L, gl e se Lichtenstadter, Ongln and Interpretation

discussed in J. H Breasted, Development Of RCZZWO’IL and Se ID.

Ihought in Ancient Egypt (NSW !OIk, 1912), pp. 31-66. of some Koranic Symbols, m George M&k dlﬂl, ed.,

See also H. Te Velde, Seth, God of Confusions (Lelden, Arabic and Islamic Studies in Honor of Hamilton A. R.
€ 8l80 ) 3

) Gibb (Leiden, 1965), pp. 426-36.
1967).

2 This conclusion adds more support’_to‘ l;léetLichtix;—
i ) tention that certain Qur’dinic in erpreta-
“The Egyptian Background of sf.adters con e e
Gno S'.cist;x ’1’31?:1{%;;0 gi:nchﬁyid., Le Origini dello  tions and s;;zmholtg o t;:t ;)r(;:ute;;!;?::: ood in tho light
nosti , i i ient Egyptian . ,
et i 231. The entire article of ancien £y, vo, ey, anciont
AT o R i k - Egyptian religious symbols could neve ]
elated articles in the same work con ZYD . ; : dover have Tenched
:3 .WT:E:IO::;Z:](B and footnotes about the subject. pre-Islamic Arabia without the Cop
aIn
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Brief Communications 129
The Publications of the Bilag Press under Muhammad ‘Al of Egypt

It is commonplace knowledge that book print-  the same items; the num
ing in Egypt only got a permanent start under Hammer’s Est is chro
Muhammad ‘Ali, when he founded the famous transliterated only,
Balaq Press.! The first book published—in 1829
was an Arabic and Italian dictionary, reflecting
the fact that Ttalian wag still the “lingua, franca”,
although soon to be replaced by French, But while
a case has been made? for the Trejuvenating effect Dates of publication are given in both terms, and
which the Bilag Press had upon the written pagination is noted
language of the Arabs, a closer serutiny of the The first really valuable description of Mu-
actual titles published during Muhammad ‘Ali’s hammad ‘Ali’s publishing efforts, however, is that
reign (insofar as we can now reconstruct a list of of T. X, Bianchi, covering what appears to be
such titles) seems to indicate that the Arabic  most of the books issued from inception to the
literary revival must have come a bit later. While  end of 1842, Again, it ]

8 a chronologically arranged
many of the titles are now merely that, the books list, based upon the works of Reinaud and von

themselves having been scattered and lost, we are Hammer, but also including materia] compiled in
able to form some ides of the Balig Press list of  Arabic in Cairo at Bianchi’s request in 1842, and
offerings from the articles of contemporary orien-  sent to him by the dragoman of the French con-
talists, sulate-general. 243 jtems are mentioned, 188 of

The first attempt to note the direction which  which are later in date of publication than the
the newly-founded Bilaq Press was taking was an books mentioned by the earlier two articles,
article by J. T. Reinaud in 1831.% It includes g Bianchi usually gives the title of a work in Arabic
list, classified by subject, of 55 items, and is based script, a brief description, date of publication,
upon the collection of the French geographer and format, and price. Because of its contemporary
member of Napoleon'’s Institut d’Egypte, Edmé date and relative comprehensiveness, Bianchi’s
Frangois Jomard, sent to J. omard as they were article is still basic for any analysis of the early
issued by the Biilaq Press. The descriptions are  books printed in Cairo.5
for the most part very brief, with Arabic or The Russian orientalist Dorn published 2 useful
Turkish titles supplied for fewer than half the Nst of Bulaq publications held by the Musée
items, Dates of publication are given in both Asiatique in St-Petersburg in 1866. This is smaller
Rijri and Christian terms, in size than Bianchi’s list (147 items versug 243),

Von Hammer-PurgstalI was the next European  but is more systematic and appears to be more
author to print g list of Bilag’s publications, This  accurate. Full titles and hifrz dates of publication
also cobsists of 55 items, but they are not all the are given in Arabic seript, as well asg pagination

5 . and references to the earlier literature. Dorn’s ligt
* Date of the foundation of the Press is in doubt ; ; s
. © 18 classified by subject. Tt does not expand our
The foundation stone of the old building saya 1235/1819, time hori by ) h. h II;l
but records in the N ationl Archives now in ‘Abdin Palnce 1me horizon by very much, OWEVEr, a3 only seven

Indicate that it was 1237/1821. Cf. Jean Deny, Sommanre  titles listed wore printed after 1843 and before the
des archives turques du Caire (Cairo: Société Royale de
Géographie d’Egypte, 1930), p. 122. The actual date of
the first publication seems not in doubt, however, Osmanischen Reiches (Graz: Akademische Druck- u.
LB R Heyworth-Dunne, “Printing and translations Verlagsanstalt, 1963), Vol. VIII, pp. 518-23 and Vol.
under Muhammad ‘Ali of Egypt: the foundation of IX, pp. 689-80. The original dates of Vols, VIIT and
modern Arabie,” Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, IX were 1832 and 1833 respectively.
(1940), pp. 325-40, ST, X, Bianchi, “Catalogue général des livres arabes,
*J. T. Reinaud, “Notice des ouvrages arabes, persans  persans et tures, imprimés & Boulae en Egypte depuis
et tures imprimés en Egypte,” Journal Astatique, série Pintroduction de Pimprimerie dans ce pays,” Journal

2, Vol. VIII (October, 1831), Pp. 333-44. Asiatique, série 4, Vol. IY (July-August, 1843), pp. 24-61.

ber is a coincidence. Von
nological, and titles are
with brief descriptions, Tt
is not clear whether von Hammer is describing the
actual books themselves, or merely a list of such
books sent to the Imperial Palace Library in
Vienna by the Austrian consul general in Cairo,

¢ Joseph von Hammer-Purgsta.ll, Geschichte  des
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THE SURVIVAL OF THE BULAQ PRESS UNDER ABBAS & SAID (1848;-63)

Michael W. Albin

This paper was presented at the 21st Annual Meeting of the Middle East Stﬁdies
Assoaciation of North America, Baltimore, Md., November 1987. i

The times were not propitious for the Bulaq Press under Muhammad Ali’s
successors Abbas I and Muhammad Said, yet it continued to operate and in fact
distinguished itself during the period. Neither Abbas nor Said had any abiding commitment
to preserving the educational apparatus set up by Muhammad Ali. Indeed, most of the
schools were closed by Abbas upon his accession, and the Diwan al-Madaris, the school
administration, was abolished in 1854 by Said. The schools had been the principal reason
for establishing and maintaining a press at Bulaq under Muhammad Ali. Now that support
had all but disappeared, yet the Press remained productive even though it was at one time
during this period officially closed and then turned over to a private owner in 1862..

This paper will provide a summary of my research into this important but little-
known epoch in Egyptian printing history. I will examine the administration of the Press,
the ingenious provision for privately financing printing at Bulaq and the opening of private
presses in Egypt. I will move on to document some of the successes of this period of
Egyptian cultural history. In this section I will try briefly to consider the ever-popular
questions: What was being published and what were people reading?

This research continues my earlier work on Middle Eastern printing history. It is
based on an examination of records in Cairo’s Dar al-Watha'iq, on introductions and
colophons of books published between 1848 and 1863 and on Mubarak’s Khitat and Amin
Sami’s Taqwim. I have also made extensive use of the documents published in Radwan’s
Tarikh Matbd'at Bulag as well as the few secondary sources that exist for the period.

During the latter years of Muhammad Ali’s reign, the forward thrust had gone out
of Egypt’s educational advance. Abbas, his grandson, inherited a school system which was
moribund. Abbas has traditionally been criticized for dismantling Muhammad Ali’s reforms
in this sector, but as Heyworth-Dunne so aptly observed, Muhammad Ali’s grandson
should not be blamed for putting the coup de grace to what had become a derelict
failure.! What is remarkable is that Abbas did not close the Press when he closed the
schools, and for that Egyptian culture can be thankful. The Bulaq Press had supplied most
of the textbooks under Muhammad Ali and was a sitting duck for Abbas’ parsimony. It
appears from my research that the Press was able to pay its own way by means of
contract business done for private individuals. This conformed to the dictum which
governed Abbas’ administrative style, “Yanfa‘ wa-la-yanfa®,” is it worth it or not?

The organization of the Press under Abbas is probably less well documented than
any other period of its history. Still, it is possible to glean certain facts concerning the
administration of the Press during his reign (1849-54) by referring to what we know of the
career of Ali Jawdat, the redoubtable administrator of the Press.
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