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Frederick F. Anscombe, State, Faith, and Nation in Ottoman and Post-Ottoman Lands,
Cambridge: Cambridge Un1vers1ty Press 2014. ISAM DN. 249151.

17046 From Ottoman to Post-Oftoman States

eve of the First World War the only independent country other than
tiny Montenegro in the lands to be shaped into post-1918 Yugoslavia;
at the end of the war, emerging leaders in Slav territories of the Austro-
Hungarian empire (Croatia, Bosnia-Hercegovina, and Slovenia) had to
look to Serbia’s extant army and state institutions as their only effec-
tive means of keeping rival claimants to their lands (notably Italy and
Hungary) at bay. In a process foreshadowing the absorption of the
provinces of the dissolved East Germany into the extant state of West
Germany in 1991, these lands and Vojvodina became attached to Serbia.
Although most non-Orthodox parties and populations apparently pre-
ferred a federalist structure for the postwar state, mainly Orthodox par-
ties (with critical support from the main Bosnian Muslim party, which
associated the Croats with Habsburg rule and was promised conces-
sions by Orthodox parties) voted to accept a constitution creating a
strongly centralist state headed by the Serbian monarchy (to the chagrin
of Montenegro’s king). Parliamentary government proved dysfunctional,
however, largely because of the dissatisfaction of mainly Catholic parties
over Serbian domination of the kingdom. To resolve this ongoing issue
decisively in favor of Belgrade, the king, Aleksandar Karadjordjevic,
abolished parliament in 1929 to establish a monarchical dictatorship
that continued until the Nazi occupation of Yugoslavia in r941. The
experience of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia (as it was known between
1929 and 1041) as essentially the “Great Serbia” of the Nuadlertanije
was to influence Josip Broz Tito, founder of the postwar Republic of

Tito Yugoslavia apart in the r990s.

Yugoslavia, and the questions of national identity that were to tear post—
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Independent Bulgaria was created in 1878 by the Christian powers of
Europe, more than half a century after they had enforced recognition of
Greece and Serbia. Like Serbia, Bulgaria gained some advantage from this
later start to national life, but in general it echoed patterns and problems
seen in the other Balkan states. The rate of literacy among Bulgarians in
some parts of the new country was slightly higher than in Greece and
particularly Serbia at independence, especially in eastern parts of the
country that had benefited from the textiles-led economic expansion of
the Tanzimat period. In Turnovo province, for example, one in fifteen
adults was literate in 1881; elsewhere, however, the figures were much
more grim, with one in two hundred twelve aduits in Vratsa province

09 st 2817

IVYENCS

4

gy
Qe B ool

5

0c
NYLIIONY TWIAVA 30aviy

Aoy

1me rosi-Ottoman Balkans 171

considered literate.’® The Bulgarian economy was relatively diversified,
with a more substantial industrial base complementing the strong agrar-
ian sector that also characterized the economies of Serbia and Greece.
Bulgaria nevertheless faced challenges familiar to the other new states:
the strengthening of a weak state, the inculcation of national identity as a
means of shoring up the government’s base of legitimacy, and the weak-
ening of rival centers of allegiance and identity, including local notables
and the Orthodox Church.

Although Bulgarian historiography stresses the importance of the
“April uprising” of 1876 in the creation of the independent country, at
least in indicating that Bulgarians could no longer tolerate a future within
the Ottoman domains, the revolt was essentially irrelevant to the found-
ing of independent Bulgaria, which resulted from Russia’s defeat of the
Ottoman empire in the war of 1877-8. In the San Stefano peace treaty
(1878), Russia forced Ottoman acceptance of an independent Bulgaria
covering almost all of the eastern Balkan Peninsula south of the Danube,
including Macedonia, but this new country was scaled back by the other
Furopean powers in the Berlin peace conference. Macedonia returned to
Ottoman control, the southeastern third of San Stefano Bulgaria became
the Ottoman province of Fastern Rumelia to be administered by an
Istanbul-approved Christian governor, and only the northern third cen-
tered on Sofia gained autonomy. The Russians still occupied the scaled-
down country and were given leave to remain until they had established
a stable state; this proved a challenge, because under the terms of the
Berlin accord they could not continue to administer it themselves, but no
Bulgarian organization capable of assuming authority existed. Bulgarian
nationalist groups were made up of expatriates in Romania, among
whom Georgi Rakovski had been a leading and all-too-typical figure, but
they lacked size, standing, and organization in Bulgaria itself and were
also viewed skeptically by the Russian authorities. The Russian interim
administration drafted a constitution based on those of Serbia and
Romania and submitted it for consideration by an assembly of Bulgarian
religious and secular notables, many from abroad but also significant
numbers from within the country.

Much like Serbia, Bulgaria faced the need to import administrators,
but rather than recruiting them from neighboring populations, it looked

s Roy Heath, The Establishment of the Bulgarian Ministry of Public Instruction and
Its Role z'n the Developmernt of Modern Bulgaria, 1878-1885 (New York: Garland,

1987), 27
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Ermeni Komitelerinin Yurt Disinda Tegkilatlanma ve
Faaliyetlerine Bulgaristan Ornegi

Biilent YILDIRIM®
Ozet

1880} yillardan itibaren kurulan silahh Ermeni komiteleri Osmanl Devleti’nin pek gok
bélgesinde tegkilatlandiklan gibi Basta Rusya, Avrupa ve Amerika olmak {izere cok genis
bir cofirafyada érgiitlenmislerdir. Ermeni komiteleri yurtdisindaki tegkilatlan, genellikle Os-
manlt Devleti tizerinde niifuz sahibi olmak isteyen giiglerin himayesi geklinde va da bizzat
bulunduklan tilkkenin Osmanh Devleti'ni hasim olarak gérmeleri sebebiyle Osmanl Devle-

" ti’ne karg! igbirligi amaci igin desteklenmigtir. Osmanh Devleti ile hem kara hem de deniz

yoluyla stnirt olan Bulgaristan, Ermeni komitelerinin daha ilk dénemlerinde teskilatlandik-
lan bolgelerden biri olmugtur. Bulgaristan'in gerek Emaret déneminde gerekse bagimstzlifi
sonrast Osmanlt Devleti'nin Rumeli’deki topraklan {izerinde yayilmaci emellerinin olmast,
Ermeni Kormiiteleri gibi Bulgaristan'in destekledigi Makedon-Bulgar komitelerinin meveu-
diyeti iki unsur arasindaki ittifaks kolaylagtiran hususlar olmustur. Bildiride Tiirk ve Bulgar
arsiv belgeleri igi@inda Ermeni komitelerinin Bulgaristan'daki subeleri, faahyeﬂen ve diger
bolgelerle irtibatlan incelenecektir.
Anahtar Kelimeler: Bulgaristan, Ermeni Komiteleri, Osmanli Devleti

270 F

" Yrd. Dog. Dr,, Trakya Universitesi, Edebiyat Fakiiltesi, Tarih B6limii, Opretim Uye51 yildirim.
b77 @hotmail.com; bulentyﬂdmm@trakya.edu tr
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movement among Bulgarian Muslims (Pomaks) is

attracting believers who seek a new kind of Islamic

knowledge, distinct from official religion or the folk

Islam passed down by their elders.

HAKIR, Aziz Nazmi. Bulgaria Yearbook of
Muslims in Europe, 7 (2015) pp. 130-144,
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OSMANLI KAYITLARINDA KUZEY BL_ILGARiSTAN

ALEVI-BEKTASI KOYLERI
(XVL yiizyl) :

Ayge KAYAPINAR!

Girig o

Kuzey Bulgaristan’dayeralan Akkadmiar, Stgiitclik ve Mumcular'in
XVI. ytizyildaki durumlati incelerken yerlesim birimleri ile ilgili
yaptifimez bazi caligmalara istinaden yer adlarmm, dzellikle de kdy
adlarinm, Balkanlar'da ve Bulgaristan &zelinde Alevi-Bektasi kékenli
Ttk yerlegimlerini gostermesi bakumindan Snem tagidifim gordiik.2
Ozellikle Osmanli kayrtlarinda gecen yer isimlerinin giiniimfizde
hangi isimlerle devam eltifinin tespit etmenin oldukea megakkatli
bir is oldugunu da belirtmek gerekir, Calismamin zorlugu, Osmanh
belgelerinde tespit edilen kdy adlarmm zaman icerisinde depigime .
uframast ve kaybolmasmdan ileri gelmekle birlikte Bulgarcalagtmlmg
olmas: ile de yakindan alakalidar, Bu durumda XV. yiizyildan baglamak
Uzere giinfimiize kadar uzanan siirecte Bulgaristan cografyasinda tespit
edilenyer adlarmm lokalizasyonu ve Bulgarca isimleri ile eglegtirilmesi,
mesai gerektiren bir calisma niteligi tagmmaktadir. Ancak yine de elde
1 Prof. Dr,, fzmir Katip Celebi Universitesi Sosyal ve Begeri Bilimler Fakilltesi Tarih
Bolimi,

2 Ayse Kayapmar, “XVL Yiizyilda Dobruca Yoresinde Gayr-i Stinnt Islam'in [zleri”,
Alevilik-Bektagilik Aragtrmalan Dergisi, say1 1 (Almanya, Yaz 2009), s. 85-104; aym yazar,
“Balkanlar’da Mihalogullarma TAbi Alancilarm Bekiagilikle Baglantisma Dair Onomastik
ve Toponomik Bir Aragtirma”, Dogumunun 800, Yilmda Hac: Bektag Veli, Ankara 2010, 5,
39-57; Ayge Kayapmar-Levent Kayapmar, “Balkanlarda Kenstirdan tki Bektagi Zaviyesi:
XV.-XVL. Yiizyilda Osman Baba ve Otmari Baba Tekkeleri”, Tiirk Kuilttini ve Hact Bektag
Vel Aragtirma Dergisi, say1 55 (Yaz 2010), s. 97-128; Ayse Kayapmar, “Osmanhilar
Déneminde Bulgaristan Corafyasinda  Aydwnogullarmm Ieleri”, Uluslararas Bat
Anadolu Tarili Kltiir ve Medeniyeti Sempozyumii-I Aydmogullart Tarihi, yay. haz,
Mehmet Ersan, Mehmet Seker ve Ciineyt Kanat, Ankara 2013, s. 419-429; ayr yazar, .
“Osmanh Déneminde Bulgaristan Cografyasmda Mentegeogullanirn Izderi”, Uluisararast
Batt Anadoli Beylikleri Tarih, Kitly o2 Medeniyet Semsy I Mentese Beyligi, Mugla
25-27 Nisan 2012 (basklda) - . .
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TURKIYE - BULGARISTAN ILISKILERININ BULGARISTAN’DAKI
TURKLER AGISINDAN DEGERLENDIRILMESI

Ayse KAYAPINAR'

Ozet:

1990l yillarda gelisen yeni jeopolitik ortam, ozellikle Balkan (lkelerindeki degisiklikier,
Turkiye'yi de yakindan ilgilendirerek yeni bir dis politika gelistirmesine yol agmustir. Bu
galismanin amact, son yillarda Tlrkiye ve Bulgaristan arasinda gelisen lliskileri gézden gegirip
Bulgaristan'da . yasayan Tarkler acisindan degerlendirmektir. Konu, U¢ baslik aitinda
incelenmektedir. Bunlar, “1989'a kadar Bulgaristan Tirklerinin Tarihgesi”, “1989 - 2002 Tarihleri
Arasinda Bulgaristan Turklerinin Durumu”, “Tarkiye - Bulgaristan lliskileri ve Bulgaristan
Tarklerinin Durumuna Etkisi”.

1989 yilindan bu yana, Bulgaristan ve Tirkiye arasindaki iliskiler yodunluk kazanmusgtir.
Bu iligkiler, sadece Tirk azinhigin durumu ile simirh kalmamis; askeri, ekonomik, kuiturel ve
siyas? bakimdan da is birligine gidilmistir. Turk azinhigin Avrupa Birligi Uyeligine hazirlanan
Bulgaristan ile Tirkiye arasinda “dostluk kopriust” olusturmasi, ileriye dontk ikili iliskilerin
gelismesi bakimindan énemlidir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Bulgaristan, TUrk'iye, azinlik, Balkanlar, gog.

-1990°h yillarda sofuk savas doneminin sona ermesi, Sovyetler
Birligi'nin ¢ozllmesi ve Yugoslavya’daki ¢atismalar, kendini yeni bir jeopolitik
ortamda bulan Turkiye’nin dis polittkkasinda yepyeni bir sayfa agmistir.
Ozellikle Balkan tlkelerindeki degisiklikler, Tirkiye'yi yakindan ilgilendirmis
ve bu baglamda yeni bir disg politika gizilmesini gerektirmigtir. Bu durum, en
yakin komsusu olan Bulgaristan ile de alékaldir. Balkan Ulkeleri arasinda en
fazla Turk ndfusuna sahip olan Glke Bulgaristan’dir. Dolayisiyla, yeni Turk
dis politikasinin gizilmesinde bu durum onemli rol oynamistir. Kaldi ki;
Buigaristan’mn kuruldugu 1878 yilindan bu yana, bu iki Ulke arasindaki
iliskilerin merkezinde, ¢cogunlukla Bulgaristan’da yagsayan Tirkler ve bunlarin
Turkiye've gég ettiriimesi yer almistir. :

Bu galismanin amact, 1989'dan sonra Turkiye ve Bulgaristan arasinda
gelisen iligkileri gézden gegirerek Bulgaristan'da yasayan Turkler agisindan
dederlendirmesini yapmaktir. Konu dahilinde, Bulgaristan Trklerinin
1989'dan onceki tarihgesinden kisaca s6z ederek son 10 - 13 yildaki
durumuna dedinecediz. Yine son dénemdeki Tirkiye - Bulgaristan
iliskilerinin gelismesi ve bunun Bulgaristan Turklerinin hayatina nasi
yansidi§i Uzerinde ayrintili olarak duracagiz. 1989°'dan onceki Turkiye -
Bulgaristan iliskilerine ayrintili olmasa da yeri geldiginde deginilecektir.

Stratejik Arastirmalar Dergisi Sayi: 2 EYLUL 2003 Yil: 1
Paris, Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales'de doktora programi égrencisi
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Bulgaristan’da Osmanli
Hakimiyetinin Kurulmast

Ayse Kayapinar®

Glgrnanls donenss Bulgaristan taribi dizerine galigan
Gok sayrdaki atragtinacy, Bulgaristan'da Osimanty
hikimiyetinin: kural 4 dSnemiends) ye {a-
balamglardsy. Genelde bu donendendivie gl
analars: Balkan topraklarinda geliser bazs oluylar
£z Onitnde: bulundurnlmak suretivle yapdg
By araghimalurda Osmanlt tariheisi Prof Dr
Haldl Inalcdk’tn Osranly fetih yontemierine daiv
eligtindigi teors, Bilgatistattsn feibinin direns-
tendivilnesinds g Sndinde bulundurubmarngn,
Buridan doluye bu galisnrada bugiinks Bulgaris-
dan sogrlars g Sniinde bulundurularak Prof Dr.
Halil Inalcik'tn gelistirdigs Osmants Fedvict fetib
yantemler: de dikkate almarak Bulgarisian'm kro-
nolojik olarake Osmandtlar tavafindan fithedsldsgi
taribler dowendendirilmeye tabi tutibmiugtur. Bul-
garistan'da kurilan ugamaly Osmand bakimiyeti

ve Anadoly'dan Budgaristart istikametine yapilan
o .

¥
.

nllmasint incelemek gerekir. Bunu yaparken
de oncelikle Osmanlt éncesi d8nemde Bul-
gatistan denilen topraklann nerelere. kadar
“uzandsg hususufiu tespit étriek Snem tagt-
inaktadiy,

Osmanhlarn Rumeli'de fethettikieri
ilk kale Gimpi! kalesidir. Bu olayin 1352'de
gerceklestigi bilinmekeedir, 1354 yilinda Ge-
libolu'mm? glinmasindan sonea Osmanldar;
Balkanlarda hizlt bir sekilde fleremeye ve
kalicr bir gekilde yerlesmeye baglanuslardie?
1371 yihoda yaglanms olan Car Aleksan-
di'm 6limi dizerine Bulgaristan diye ad-
Tandirabilecegimiz topraldar tek bir ySnetim
olmaktan ¢ilkmstu. 1369 yiling gelindiginde
Balgaristan, kuzeyde Tuna riehri, doguda Ka-
‘adeniz; batida Morava nehrinin dogusuridan
Struma nehrine ve giinéyde Nestos, Arda ve
Meri¢ nehirlerini pecerek -Ahtapol nehrin-
den Agatopolis (Ahtapol) kenifinin kuzeyine
“uzdfian bir alanla smuliyds.” Yani Bulgaristan
diye adlandirabilecegimiz topraklar Tuna’nin
‘gineyindeki ovayy, Balkan Dag swadaglanns
Ve Yukari Trakya bélgesini kapsamalctayd,
Bu topraklar siyasi olarak dsrt ysnetim bitimi
atastada bolinmily durumdaydi, Bunlas Ty
niova Kralligt (Carlg), Vidin Krallig (Prens-
(%) Prof Dr fomir Katip Colobi Unsrsives Sospal ve Begeri Biiter Fo-
. Aeiltest Tarsh Belimis Ogietim Uyest, . .

{1) Miinir Aktepe, “Gimbi”, Tiirlesye Diyiniet Vidsfa 1xbmz1na1‘&ipedifx’,
£.8, Istanbud 1993, 5. 317-518,

42) Gelibolu hakkands syrintth bilgt igin bk, £ Bmecen, “Gelibolu™,
Tetrkéye Dinyanet Vidr Tthiris Ausiklopedisy, €. 14, Tsanbul 1996, 5
1-6.

i B tkant da Osarant fetihlerinin gelismesi hakkada ayriea bk, M

ik anmt batlarda ine sty Cal
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@iy, dont ana_althagktar: ve souug b
olugmaktader 10 iké altbisltl Bulgaristan's fordh
asamalarms incelerken figingii ve dovdinedi als.
bagtik Bulgaristan'n idari taksimatr ile: Apadol
Teirkleri taraftndan iskin sorumuny ele almakia-
s Birinci ksminla Bulgaristan'da Qomanly bi-
Kimtyetivin kurulna agamalare Slay ve Osniants
krowiklerive gove tetkib edilmistin hinct basimda
da Budgaristar idayi taksimatt ve fskans, Oty
tabriy deflerlerine dayale olavate irdelenmistir

Girig

Bulgaristan’da Osmanlt hakimiyeti na-
sit kuruldu? Bu sorunun cevabini verebilmek
igin Bulgaristan’da Osmanls éncesi dénem-
deki siyasi olugumlart ve bunlarn Osmanl
fetih metotlarina tygun olarak ortadan kald:-

b

Trsbags, “Balkanlar'ds Osmagh Hakimivetive fskdin Styaset?®, Tsk
ler, .9, Ankata 2002, 156.157, :

(43 Jorga, Sisman’m sldigi tarib olarak 1365 yilion vetir, Bk, N, Jorga,
Osmunds Iinparatoruga Taribi, gev, Nilitfer Bpgeli, fstanbul 2005, 5.
212; 1360 g civannda Bulgar Gars fvar Aleksandir, yidnettig Bul-
“garistan topraklanns ofullart tvan Sisman-ve tvan Steacsimic aca-
sy praylagurinigoe. 2 Totaniz 1385 yindd Macasde Vidins't ele
pegirmigir, Steatsimir, Vidin'i ancak Macarlana hakiniyetigl tane
chkian ve Macar krahmn vassali olduktin sonra 1370 yihnda tekear
almsgtir, Macarlann desteging alan Srateimir, Vidin’de bubasmdan
bagunser ofurake hareket etmig. ve kiliseyl Tunova parikliginden
agrarak Istanbul parridiing baglamigtes, B Ayge Dojun {Kayx-
-pinal, Befgaristan'da Osmanty Fy gty Ko (VXY
Yiizyul), (Bastmarug Yokvek Lisans Tzt Ankata 1998, 5, 72.73.

) PL Pavlav de: Tatoncley, Otmansete turisi 1 Ertyat na sreduopekonsa
Belguriya, Velika Tirnowa 1991, 8. 20.21, 1360 yibindas sonea Tirno-
va merke Bulgat Devleti Bizang'a karg sivelf toprak kaybenis.
tin 1364 phnda Ahyolu Bizanshlara dling gegmis ve 1366 yilnda
wrrion goriigmielerinddn. Bulgaristan yolu ile donen Birars Impa-
fatora V. Joannes Paleologos, Tvin Alcksundie tarafindan, Bulpar
toptaklarind alkonulmugtur:, Bundun dolags ikan Suvagta impa-
ratoren Lutin kuzeni Amadée de Savoie, donsnshast fle Ruradeniz
sabillerine gelmly, hem imparatons kurtarys, hem Mesetnuria v
Suzebohu'yu bir daha Bulgarstan’s wline gegmemek tizere Bizans
toprakiaema Katmyr, Bk. Dogan Kayapuur), Belggrivinsdn O
sanir B

Bgomentiginin Kerudyuass s, 72,
L pes
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. BULGARLARIN BALKANLARA GOCU VE TuNA

BULGAR DEVLETI

Ayse Kayapimar”

453 yilinda Bati Hun Devletinin hiikiimdari Atilla’nn &liimii tizerine bir

grup Hun onun oglu Irnek éndeliginde Macaristan topraklarindan ayrila-

rak doguya hareket eder. Burada menseleri Orta Asya’da Ting Ling ola-
rak bilinen kavme kadar uzanan Ogurlarla kanslagirlar. Bu karisgimdan
Bulgarlar (Bulgar Tiirkleri) ortaya ¢ikar. , Zaten Bulgar adi da “bulga-
mak” yani karigmak fiilinden tiiremis bir kehmed1r Kaynaklar, Bulgar-
lardan ilk defa 482 yilinda Ostgot Krali Teodorik’e kars1 Bizans Impara~
toru Zenon’un miittefiki ve Karadeniz’e dogru ilerleyen Avarlarin yar-
dumcilart olan ve kuzey kavimleri tabiiyeti altina alan bir kavim grubu
olarak bahsederler. Bu tarihlerde Bulgarlar, Hazar Denizi ile Tuna ara-
sindaki saha iizerinde goriiliirler. Bulgarlarm ismi bilinen ilk kagamni
Gostun adinda birisidir. Bu kisinin 605 yilma kadar Bulgarlarin baginda
bulundugu bilinmektedir. 605 yilinda Dulo ailesine mensup ve Gostun’un
yegeni olan Kubrat (Kovrat yada Kurt olarak da biliniyor) Bulgarlarin
basina geger. Kubrat 635 yilinda bes yillik bir miicadele sonucunda. Avar
hakimiyetine son vermeyi ve Han unvanini alarak Biiyiik Bulgaristan ad:
altinda bir kavimler birligi kurmay1 bagarir. Bu devletin simrlarini dogu-
da Kuban nehri, batida Dnyeper, kuzeyde Donets, giineyde de Karadeniz
ile Azak Denizi olugturur.

Bulgarlarin tarih sahnesinde goriindiikleri tarihten itibaren Bizans ile
olan iligkileri 6nem tagir. Bu iligkiler bazen dostluk ve baris igerisinde

siirer bazen de siddetli ¢arpigmalara yol agacak kadar da gerilir. Kubrat

doneminde Bulgarlar, Bizans’la dostane iligkiler kurar. 635 yilinda iki

* Yrd. Dog. Dr. Ayse Kajapmar, Abant Izzet Baysal Unversitesi, Fen Edebiyat Fa-
kiiltesi Tarih Boliimii, Bolu.
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BULGAR TARIHCILERININ KOMPLO
TEORILERINDEN ORNEKLER VE BUNLARIN
BULGARISTAN'DAKI TURK AZINLIGINA
ETKILERI

Ayse KAYAPINAR

Giris

Oncellikle bu ¢alismada “komplo teorileri” kavranuyla bazi
Bulgar tarihgilerinin? Bulgaristan’in Tirk ve Misliman azinhk
politikasini yonlendiren veya onlara destek saglayan caligmalari
kastedilmistir. Bulgaristan tarih yazzminda Bulgaristanin bazi
milliyet¢i politikalarma ydn veren temalar mevcuttur. Bu
temalar adeta kliselesmis ve neredeyse degismeyen ve zaman
zaman “sessizlikle” gecigtirilen veya yanlis oldugu bilinmekle
beraber agikca ifade edilen ya da gdonilli olarak kabul edilen
tabular  durumundadirlar. Hatta baz  Bulgar tarih
arastirmacilarinimn calismalarini bir takim efsaneler veya hamasi
ifadelerle doldurduklar: bilinmektedir. Bu temalan, “Bulgar
Tarkdlh mi, Bulgaristan Tarkd mu?”, “Simrlar meselesi”,
“Kadim’ halk meselesi, “Tarihi streglerin Bulgar tarih
yaziminda saptirilmasi”, “Bes asirthk boyunduruk’ meselesi”,
“zorla Islamlastirma’ meselesi”, “Turkiye’nin propagandasi ve
Tirkiye tehdidi meselesi” gibi bagliklarla siralayabiliriz.

1 Burada bu calismami hazirlarken bana destek olan ve fikirleriyle katkida
bulunan esim Dog. Dr. Levent Kayapmar’a tesekktrlerimi ifade etmek isterim.
2 Bulgaristan tarih¢ilerinden bazilarimin Osmanh tarihine bakis agisinin
elestirilmesi icin bk. M. T. Gdkbilgin, “Iki Bulgar Tarih¢isinin Iddialan ile Ilgili
Miilahazalar”, LU.E.F. Tarih Dergisi, 19 (1964), s. 15-40. Bulgar tarih¢iliginin
asimilasyon politikalan dogrultusunda kullaniimasina dair giizel bir 6rnek
icin bk. Stranitsi ot Bdlgarskata Istoriya. Ocerk za Islyamiziranite Bdlgari i
Natsionalnovdzroditelniya Protses, Ed. Hr. Hristov, Haz. Georgi Yankov, Sofya
1989.

93-120
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Hazine: a Guide to Researching the Middle East and
Beyond, 8 May (2015) Online publication without
page- numbering. Natsionalna Biblioteka Sv Sy Kiril
1 Metodiy, in Sofia, contains mare than 160 sijills,
1000 defiers and registers, 1,000,000 individual
documents, and countless registers of religious
endowments (awqgdf) from all provinces of the
Ottoman Empire between the fifieenth and the
bwentieth centuries. In addition, it has a valuable
Persian, Arabic, and Turkish manuscrpt collection.
The Bulgarian Historical Archive (Biilgarski
istoricheski arkhiv) houses materials dating mostly
from the nineteenth century, in both Ottoman Turkish
and Bulgarian.
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Epshtayn she-‘al Yad ha-Aqademya le-Mada'e ha-
Yahadut be-Arsot ha-Berit, 1962), pp. 68-73.
Rosanes, Salomon. Qorot ha-Yehudim be-Turkiya ve-
Arsot ha-Qedem (Sofia: Defus ha-Mishpat, 1937-38),
vol. 1, pp. 123-124.
Spiegel, Jacob Samuel. “Mashehu ‘al Yesirato shel R.
Yehuda b, Bulat,” Alei Sefer 9 (1981): 168-172.
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The Jewish community of Bulgaria is one of
the oldest on the European continent. Its con-
tinuous history reflects larger historical devel-
opments in the region and the rise and ebb of
the political forces that have dominated Bul-
garia from antiquity to the present day. A con-
stant theme is the relative tolerance enjoyed by
Jews in Bulgaria, from the arrival of the Bulgars
in the seventh and eighth centuries through the
long period of Ottoman rule. Prosperous and
thriving from international trade and money-
lending for most of its history, Bulgarian Jewry
experienced a social and economic decline
from the late sixteenth century until the emer-
gence of an independent Bulgaria. However,
these centuries provided an opportunity for the
consolidation and organization of a commu-
nity made up of Jews of many different back-
grounds who had arrived in separate waves of
immigration. By the time the Ottoman Empire
relinquished control in 1878, the Jews of Bul-
garia had become a unified and cohesive com-
munity under a central leadership that would
guide it through the coming periods of great
change.

1. From the Beginning to the
Ottoman Conquest

Scholars differ about when the first Jews set-
tled in the territory of present-day Bulgaria,
proposing theories that range from the sixth
century B.C.E. to the late first century C.E.
While it is difficult to prove that there were
Jews among the Phoenician merchants who
traded in Bulgaria during the First Temple
petiod, records prove that there was a Jewish
settlement in Bulgarian Macedonia by the time
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of the Roman emperor Caligula (r. 37-41 C.E.).
Coins and gravestones with Jewish symbols
from the late first and second centuries indicate
a Jewish presence extending from central Bul-
garia, south of the Balkan Mountains, to the
north, on the Danube River. These early Jews
may have arrived as merchants, as slaves brought
by Persian or Roman armies that fought in
Judea, or even as missionaries spreading the
message of the nascent Christian faith. Although
the Jews retained Hebrew as their tongue for
some time, they gradually adopted Greek, and
many also spoke Latin and, later, Bulgarian.
- Romaniots, or Greek-speaking Jews, thrived
throughout the Balkan Peninsula and contin-
ued to retain their separate identity in Bulgaria
even as later immigrants outnumbered them; a
Romaniot synagogue still functioned in Sofia
as late as the early nineteenth century. Setting
the example for their successors, the Romani-
ots made use of the efficient system of Roman
roads to develop trade networks and settled
throughout the country, gradually moving
northward to escape Byzantine persecution.
The invading Bulgars whom the Jews began
to encounter during the seventh century may
already have been familiar with and sympa-
thetic to Judaism when they arrived in the
region. Scholars and national myths alike claim
that the Bulgars were related to the -» Khazars,
who adopted the Jewish faith as their state reli-
gion. Jewish influence on early Bulgarian cul-
ture appears to have been significant, and traces
remained even after the adoption of Christian-
ity by the elite during the mid-ninth century.
Thus, religious directives from the pope criti-
cize the observance of dietary restrictions and
the Sabbath by the early Bulgarian Christians.
Kechales, Tamir, and others claim, too, that the
Cyrillic alphabet, which developed in Bulgaria,
reflects the influence of the Hebrew alphabet.
Jews thrived in the tolerant atmosphere of
medieval Bulgaria, establishing communities
in the cities of Vidin, Nikopol, Pleven, and
Sofia. The population increased during the
reign of Krum (r. 803-814), who doubled the
size of the country and brought back many
Jewish slaves from his raids on southern
Thrace. During the disintegration of the First
Bulgarian Empire (632-1018) in the late tenth
and early eleventh centuries, the territories of

Encyclopedia of Jews in the Islamic world, vol. I, Leiden: E. J. Brill, 2010, ISAM DN. 252659.
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