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BULGARIA Boslomeistan

Ina Merdjanova* paied 5

1 MusLiM PoPULATIONS

At the end of the fourteenth and the beginning of the fifteenth cen-
tury, the Ottomans conquered the disintegrating medieval Bulgarian
kingdom. Subsequently, Islam spread through the mass resettlement
of Anatolian Turks, on the one hand, and through the conversion of
the local Christian population, on the other. Ottoman rule lasted until
1878, when Bulgaria gained territorial autonomy.? A mass exodus of
Muslims followed. In 1881, an estimated 578,000 Muslims still lived
in Bulgaria, comprising 28.8% of the total population? In 1900, the
number of Muslims was 643,300, or 17.18% of the population, while in
1946 the number of Muslims had risen to 938,418, although in terms
of percentage of the population, they were only 13.3%.*

According to the 2001 census, there are 966,978 Muslims in Bul-
garia, comprising 12.2% of the population.® The majority of Muslims
are Sunnis of the Hanafi school. An earlier census (1992), which also
included data on the population by ethnic and sectarian affiliation,

! Dr Ina Merdjanova is Director of the Centre for Interreligious Dialogue and Con-
flict Prevention at the Scientific Research Department, Sofia University “St. Kliment
Ohridski”.

2 For the history of Islam in Bulgaria in general, see: Zhelyazkova, Antonina, Bozhi-
dar Alexiev and Zhorzheta Nazarska (eds), Myusulmanskite obshtnosti na Balkanite i
v Bulgaria [Muslim Communities in the Balkans and in Bulgaria] (Sofia: International
Centre for Minority Studies and Intercultural Relations (IMIR), 1997); Gradeva, Ros-
sitsa (ed.). Istoriya na myusyulmanskata kultura po balgarskite zemi (History of Mus-
lim Culture in Bulgarian Lands) (Sofia: IMIR, 2007).

3 Eminov, Ali, Turkish and Other Muslim Minorities in Bulgaria (London: Hurst,
1997), p. 71.

4 http://www.nsi.bg/Census/StrReligion.htm, accessed 17 May 2009.

S http://www.nsibg/Census_e/Census_e.htm, accessed 17 May 2009.

For studies on Muslim minorities in Bulgaria, see: Eminov, Turkish and Other
Muslim Minorities; Neuburger, Mary, The Orient Within: Muslim Minorities and the
Negotiation of Nationhood in Modern Bulgaria (Ithaca NY: Cornell University Press,
2004); Ghodsee, Kristin, Muslim Lives in Eastern Europe: Gender, Ethnicity, and the
Transformation of Islam in Postsocialist Bulgaria (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University

Press, 2010). ’1 {1 L,\
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ISLAM AND RELIGIOUS EDUCATION IN BULGARIA: lgég/;"b:‘ 7& 7

LOCAL TRADITION VIS-A-VIS GLOBAL CHANGE

Simeon Evstatiev and Plamen Makariev!

1 INTRODUCTION

In Southeast Europe,? as in other post-communist regions, the resto-
ration of civil and religious freedoms has often been accompanied by
the rediscovery of religious roots. Within the ongoing processes of
globalisation, the rapid transformations and re-negotiations of identi-
ties have brought about dynamic changes in the ‘social imaginaries”
of the cultural understandings shared by the religious communities
in many different regions of the world. Indeed, there are multiple
identities within every society, each with variations and sometimes
conflicting subdivisions by status, class, occupation, profession, gen-
eration and gender. However, “for many, religion is the only loyalty
that transcends local and immediate bonds”.* Not only in the Middle
East, but also in Europe, many Muslims in particular are increasingly
turning Islam into a significant public and political force shaping and
re-shaping social space. Accelerated to an unprecedented level by the
new media and the internet, these developments have opened up new
horizons for the formation of transnational public spheres in which
religion plays an important social role, and migration and translocality
become ever more consequential.

! Simeon Evstatiev holds a PhD in Middle Eastern and Islamic History from St Kli-

ment Ohridski University of Sofia, Bulgaria, where he is currently Associate Professor
of Arabic History and Islamic Studies in the Department of Arabic and Semitic Stud-
ies, as well as Founding Director of the University Centre for the Study of Religions.
Plamen Makariev holds a PhD in Philosophy from St Kliment Ohridski University of
Sofia, Bulgaria, where he is currently Professor of Political Philosophy in the Depart-
ment of Philosophy, where he was Head of Department from 1999 to 2007.

2 We use the term ‘Southeastern Europe’ interchangeably with ‘the Balkans’.

3 In the sense in which the term is used in Taylor, Charles, “Modernity and the
rise of the public sphere”, in Grethe B. Peterson (ed.), The Tanner Lectures on Human
Values (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 1993), vol. 14, pp. 205-260 (213).

+ Lewis, Bernard, The Multiple Identities of the Middle East (New York: Schocken
Books, 1998), pp. 5-7.
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1  Musum PopurATIONS

At the end of the fourteenth and the beginning of the fifteenth century,
the Ottomans conquered the disintegrating medieval Bulgarian kingdom.
Subsequently, Islam spread through the mass resettlement of Anatolian
Turks, on the one hand, and through the conversion of the local
Christian population, on the other. Ottoman rule lasted until 1878,
when Bulgaria gained territorial autonomy. A mass exodus of Muslims
followed. In 1881, an estimated 578,000 Muslims still lived in Bulgaria,
comprising 28.8% of the total population.* In 1900, the number of
Muslims was 643,300, or 17.18% of the population, while in 1946
the number of Muslims had risen to 938,418, although in terms of
percentage of the population, they were only 13.3%.°

According to the 2001 census, there are 966,978 Muslims in Bulgaria,
comprising 12.2% of the population.* The majority Muslims are Sunnis
of the Hanafi school. An earlier census (1992), which also included data
on the population by ethnic and sectarian affiliation, indicated that 7.7%
of Muslims were Alevis (also called Aliani or Kizilbashi), a heterodox sect
considered by some authors to be Shi’ite. In terms of ethnic affilliation,
the Turks are concentrated in the south-east and north-east of Bulgaria
and account for 75.3% of all Muslims in Bulgaria. The Bulgarian-speak-
ing Muslims (descendants of Slavic Bulgarians who converted to Islam
during the Ottoman rule), also known as Pomaks, are concentrated in
the central and western Rhodope mountain in southern Bulgaria and
make up 13.5%; the Roma (dispersed throughout the whole country)
amount to 10.5%, some 40% of whom are Muslims. The tiny Tatar
community has some 4,500 members living in north-eastern Bulgaria.

! Dr Ina Merdjanova is Director of the Centre for Interreligious Dialogue and
Conflict Prevention at the Scientific Research Department of Sofia University “St.
K. Ohridski”. She holds a PhD in philosophy of religion and publishes on religion
in eastern Europe.

2 Eminov, Ali, Turkish and Other Muslim Minorities in Bulgaria (London: Hurst, 1997), p. 71,

® http://www.nsi.bg/Census/StrReligion.htm, accessed 17 May 2009.

4 http://www.nsi.bg/Census_e/Census_e.htm, accessed 17 May 2009.
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