gun'\, Anemed b. AL

Ol {088

10 i

[A#: 8]
1757 D24z o 3lod {5903 figha ¥
2 3plRl faalndl il e gVl 5y b Ly ey et
el 5 o 5 AT 5 a5 gl
[GL] 6 oS g s st
b1 x| i *
jafr

ebn-e “‘arabi, mohammad ebn-e “ali (1166 - 1241)

wolgr 3 g dals Bl 55 i 5o Col sldla,

1854Y 4 o 5lad £ Lo 1051 48
2 S e Bl N g S Sl e st Loy DT
domd (2S5 Ja o7 Gl dulad e JIs 5 s
das 18 (G508 et 3 Ll e dondf Sl iplonil ¢ o
G B a s il Ca e T L oy S Sl §
S > s Ve d?x 33 ¢ doma £ o S g e s
e (33 5 B tedd by talle 0l Olge b
Jae 10 V) S G w25, ke
RTS PORT PR REPL AR )
1 i | i @
jafr

L;J.«S?VY—éﬂVcMaMcw}bd.Ulﬁ.pj
nasir-od-din-e tiis, mohammad ebn-¢ mohammad

(1201 - 1274)
0T o Yzl o3l S arl g 4y 1y il o
e 855 et Jah g Sl i gl Dok bl 4l
.g:.....ala;J_.i(U(..ALg_,.é)uﬂ).L-Ja.\.&a.\i;ijl

FYAF /D245 0l sl £ 46
e bl Last W i ey e ey LT
—‘C—‘uﬂc-“dd‘Q%C:f‘?}‘é-‘\bjﬁj’Jf%‘_}‘#U)\“
& !
(5o g3 Cytan il coga ST SO 5 iAESAR A V0 S0S
VPV = 7 50] ¥ 110 oSt ¢l WY (VB 79) 4y

b1 i | gl o
al-jafr

L;‘&M&A&!c@l;

SN by il o pli G181 5 GO ey Bttt 1
gy Calased o Ly cmal Jor I S35 (gt Le 386 sl
oda 4 Jw Al g6 Lball St puddl gaodn g Cogas g
Gl dio oda 5 Skl 5 Slhsdonl e 4B Jaall
Cad A3 35,5 LM

W aiipm B (G Oledy NS o s 1S (i sl
Saw 10 (P8 &8 87 (T 2l il SBVYAV sl
[oA—¥5 1]

wel x| el A
aljafr

G TN = (e o sl (G

biini, ahmad ebn-e “ali (- 1226)
s oS 4 0T g3 Cadga i 3 Sl (gl 51 23w
3 bsiel sy &Sl 5 3 Lz VE 5l 5 (gtgll e
FIN0) U0 -+ T BT LI Ry E] | PP Y PN | RO 1)
ol p o 3By 05 (Jolter Lol jen g Oy Sl el

S

FAF/ 245t 0 5l filllian 357 0 {ud
LSl 5 il 5 Ll dle Wl ojus plb 5, (S 5ET
il J gleter splonit
—V) N (S e il (Y 00 S g e 1l
[¥va -\ 28] AL Y

ol o | il @
al-jafr
G PYA=BF ( Jeo oy damn (g 2 ol
ebn-e ‘arabi, mohammad ebn-e ‘ali (1166 - 1241)
,;-a.u_T,A:.z.l?;la.uL:sl‘,Ja;,;q.&du)[x!);
T L W\ V- NP VR T PYPY-gr- S T PR ppgev-F TP Y
AL OLSS a dend y a S

BYVE/F 4 0 ylod § Lo yo B .Y
Sld o xx W el I Sl o e ooy ditesadl 3T
09,558 5 S dmy gl r il 3 g0 5 tplemit 45 46 5 Ll
shally s 4 O B H g1l 280 5 (SIS
B (636 pwo o oy ol IS (Galand 1l
GV (loygs zled ol (glphe Tl (31 AR
[171 = VF 20 oV /1 ¥ 203100

A4/Y245eud 0 slod §ogaddl ¢ Able (LA .Y
Pl £ s (onan Y 0310 g Golatd 5 e tlas
UV S ¢ YF IV - YY) Y 5 s

DiA 276248

S Ui g (s 5 o e (B ot F S5 e

A Pl gigl G b1 S 2L,
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FORBIDDEN KNOWLEDGE? NOTES ON THE
PRODUCTION, TRANSMISSION, AND RECEPTION OF
THE MAJOR WORKS OF AL-BUNTI*

Noah Gardiner

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN, ANN ARBOR

This article is a preliminary presentation of findings from an extensive
survey of the large manuscript corpus of works attributed to the 7th/13th-
century Sufi and putative ‘magician’ Ahmad al-Biini. In addition to
addressing the texts themselves, the survey has included attention to patterns
over time in the reproduction of works, and to paratexts such as transmission
certificates and ownership notices. Through detailed presentation of the
latter, the article serves in a part as a methodological demonstration. It
presents: 1) new information on al-BiinT’s life; 2) a brief overview of the
major’ works of the medieval Biinian corpus, with a proposal that five of
these works can be attributed most securely to al-BiinT; 3) a discussion of the
spread of Biinian works between the 8th/14th and 10th/16th centuries; and 4)
evidence that the wor}( through which al-Bini is best known, Shams al-

ma‘arif al-kubra, is in* SIgmﬁcant ways a product of the early 11th/17th
century, and that at leasttwo lines of teachers claimed for al-Biin in this
work were plaglanzed from the works of °Abd al-Rahman al-Bistami. It is
argued that the tenor of al-Biint’s teachings and the history of their reception
have been broadly misunderstood due to reliance on printed editions and a
modern scholarly disinclination to regard the occult sciences as a serious
topic of inquiry. It ends with a call for more complete integration of
manuscript studies into the broader field of Islamic historical studies.

Introduction

In both popular and scholarly imaginations there exists an image of the
book of magic, the ‘grimoire,” as a tome of dubious authorship filled
with strange glyphs, secret alphabets, and unpronounceable names. It is
often given as an artifact possessed of an aura of menace, something
dangerous to have from a social, legal, or even soterial standpoint. As the
Europeanist medievalist Richard Kieckhefer puts it, ‘[a] book of magic is
also a magical book’,! and thus a potential ‘source of spiritual and

* Research for this article was made possible by generous funding from a
number of entities within the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, including the
Medieval and Early Modern Studies Program, the Rackham Graduate School,
and the Department of Near Eastern Studies. Special thanks are due to my
adviser Alexander Knysh for his patient support of my strange interests, and to

many others. 5. &81-1 u3
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