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THE DEREC'I?ION AND PROGRESS OF BAPTIST Sunday School work was the establishment of a Sunday Schoo}
SUNDAY :SCHOOL WORK - IN NIGERIA, 1850-1965 Department with qualified, full-time workers,

M §4.55; x $16.00. 353 pages,

| ~ (Order No. 69-12,297)

Paul Henderson Miller, D.R.E.
The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 1969
L
Director: Dr. Sabin p. Landry, Jr, THE ITQAN AND ITS SOURCES—A STUDY OF AL-ITQAN
%\ FI'ULUM AL-QUR'AN BY JALAL AL-DIN AL-SUYDTY
WITR SPECIAL REFERENCE TGO AL-BURHAN FI'ULOM
Problem AL-QUR'AN BY BADR AL-DIN AL~ZARKASHT.

The proposition of this dissertation was that the establigh-
ment and development of the Sunday School Department of the
Nigerian Baptigt Convention has changed the direction of Bap-
tist Sunday School work in Nigeria and hag resulted in signifi- Kenneth Edward Nolin, Ph.D.
cant contributions tq the Baptist denomination in Nigeria, The Hartford Seminary Foundation, 1968

{Order No, 69-11,590)

The Itgan of al-Suydtiis a standard Arabic reference work
Resources ang Procedure about Muslim sciences of the Qur’an, Completed near the end
of the fifteenth century, it is a collection and summary of all

Historical research was undertaken in Nigeria ang Amer- that had been written until that time, organizeq into eighty
ica, Denominational annuals, periodicals, books and minutes chapters. This thesis isolates for study the mogt character-
were basic to thig study. Unpublished Journals, correspon- istic element of the Itqin, its use of earljer sources,
dence, local church histories, theses, and denominational files In Chapter I, after’a survey of al-Suyiti’s life and a sum-
were utilized, Interviews were held with Nigerians and mjg- mary of all the authorsg quoted in the Itqén (a complete list
sionarieg, Direct observations of Sunday School work in follows ag Appendix D, the focugs narrows to a single book from
Nigeria were made by the writer in all regions of that country among thege sources, al-Zarkashi’s Burhan. It came to al-
from 1964 through 1967, Suylti’s attention only after he had completed his firgt attempt
Major periods of development in Sunday Schoo] work among to collect Qur’anic sciences, al-Tahbir {i ‘Ulim al-Tafgir,
Baptists in Nigeria were identified, each from its distinctive Using the Burhan as his basisg, al-Suyuti went on to complete
cha.racteristics. The provisions offered for a Sunday School his own encyclopaedic WOTK, the Itgan,
ministry ipn Nigerian Baptist churches before the establishment Chapter I describes the evidence pointing to a wider de-~
of the Sunday School Department in 1938 Wwere compared with bendency on the Burhan than is at first apparent. When quo-
those which were offered following that year, Major factors tations from other authorg appearing in both books are com-
other than the Sunday School Department whijch could have in- Pared with thejr original sources, it is often clear that al-
fluenced the direction of Sunday School work after 1938 were Suytti has adopted these directly from the Burhan, Also, the
Presented and their influence wag Compared with that of the sequence of thege quotations and other Segments of materia]
department, is frequently exactly parallel; d,uplicated wording throughout

: Conclusions appears in the Itqan, Some Passages are quoteq by name from
al-Zarkashi usually his personajl Opinion or analysig {Appen-
Major new developments which changed the direction and dix 111, Quotations from other men are taken over from the
Progress of Baptist Sunday School work in Nigeria resulted Burhin, without any indication that it is the intermediate
from the establishment of the Sunday School Department, source. Much materia] appears under anonymous formulae,
These developmentg included: (1) aj3- age, age-graded Sunday Or without them, as if originai to al-Suyiti, At times the -
8chools for persons of both sexes, (2) the publication of age- Burhin is used with other bookg on specific subjects, in
graded Bible- study materials for al] age groups, (3) efforts parallel dependency, {Examples of all these appear as Ap- @
by Sunday Schools to Teach, teach, and win to Christ an per- pendix IV} al-Suyuti, while admitting his indebtedness to
50ns in thejr community not regularly under the ministry. of al-Zarkashi, also did much which conceals the extent of it. L2
another church, (4) Iocal and denominationa leadership train- Whether this was op Uurpose or because the standards of hig ¢~
ing Opportunities for Sunday Schogl workers, (5) the develop- day left him indifferent to accuracy, is not clear, 3
went of ajl-age Daily Bible Schools, and (6) the promaotion of Chapter IV turns to the differenceg which occur within dup-
Sunday School work through full-time personne] assigned to licated materia]. Sometimes thege are attempted Correctiong
the Sunday School Department, or improvements; more often they
It was concluded further that the development of the Sunday ently al-Suyati felt no need to be co
Schoo) Department Tesulted in significant contributions to the adaptation, at leagt in the area of p
Baptigt denominatijon in Nigeria. The most important contri- Chapter v attempts to isolate
utions were that: (1) organization ang resources were pro- the Itgan. Other than the major work of editing and arranging--
Vided for gyideq Bible study for Persons of all ages and both made very difficult by the conditiong of manuscripts with which
Sexes, and for those in any spiritual condition, (2) leaders were he worked--al-SuyDﬁ’s contributions are limited to addeq com-
developed for the churches and the convention, (3) a greater ments or opinions, introduceq with characterigtic formulae,
€nominationa] emphasigs on evangelism wag achieved, He also refers to other books of hig own (Appendix V).
4) church growth and individuaj development resulted, (5) the In Chapter VI the Presuppositiong underlying the Itqan are
igerian Baptist Convention wag strengthened by the develop- analyzed. The relevance of one aspect of al-Suyati’s life, de-
Went of 5 strong Sunday Schoo] ministry, and (6) the progress scribed in the firgt chapter, is now reviewed--his beliey that
In Sunday School work demonstrated that Principles of religioug God had called him to be the reviver of Islam in itg ninth cen-
educatlon discovered in other countrieg and on other continentg tury, Thig explains hig loyalty to traditiong transmitted from
Could bhe used in Nigeria ang on the continent of Africa. In Ni- early leaders of Islam, hig exactitude in uge of this type of



