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186 — 139

Richard, ‘New Light on the Arabic Translations of
Aristotle!, Orient, 6 (1953), pp- 91-142; Weisheipl,
Athanasius J., Aristotelian Methodology: A Com-
mentary on the Posterior Analytics of Aristotle
(River Forest, IL, 1958).

Jants EsoTs

Burhén al-Din Gharib, Muhammad (654—
738/1256-1337), son of Nasir al-Bin Mahmid
Hansawl, was one of the Sufis responsible
for the spread of the Chishtiyya order in the
Deccan. :

The various written compilations of the
sayings (malfizat) of Burhan al-Din Gharib,
as well as the honorific titles (sing. lagab)
bestowed upon him, testify to his having
been a highly influential personality much
loved by his disciples and students. Nev-
ertheless, the extant information concern-

ing his life and circumstances is confined’

to a number of reports about his links with
Shaykh Nizam al-Din Awliyd’ (d. 725/1325),
the great Sufi shaykh of Delhi, and his spiri-
tual training. Accounts of the latter tend to
be both contradictory and exaggerated. The
first author to write about Burhan al-Din was
his close friend and associate Amir Hasan
Sijzi Dihlawi (d. 737/1336), who mentions
him favourably a few times in his Fawa’id
al-firad, in which he records the oral teach-
ings of their master, Nizam al-Din Awliya’
(see Ernst, Eternal Garden, 65—68). The first
compilations of Burhdan al-Din’s teachings,
Malfiuzat-i Burhan al-Din, were made by a
remarkable family of three Kashani broth-
“ers, Rukn al-Din, Hammad al-Din and Majd
al-Din (see Compilations below). There are
also two works which include a summary
account .of his life, both written by disciples
of another of Nizam al-Din Awliya”s khalifas
(deputies), Chiragh-i Dihli (d. 757/1356):
Kh*djah Hamid Qalandar's Khayr al-majalis,
- a compilation of Chiragh-i Dihli's malfuzat;
and Siyar al-awliya’ by Mir-Kh*urd (d. 770/
1368). Their accounts, however, which often
seek to portray Burhan al-Din in a less favour-
able light than their own master, should be
read with some caution: disciples of each of

BURHAN AL-DIN GHARIB (\’%

Nizam al-Din’s khalifas tended to see their own
shaykh as the sole valid successor to Nizam
al-Din's authority (Ernst, Eternal Garden,
B69—70, 85-87, 121-123; Sufi Martyrs, 178-183).
All of these were drawn upon by the writers
of later biographical compilations and other
sources that discuss Burhan al-Din Gharib,
dating from the gth/isth century or later.
Burhin al-Din was born into a family of
scholars and mystics in Hansi, in the mod-
ern Indian state of Haryana. The family
traced their ancestry back to the jurist Abi
Hanifa (qg.v.). Burhan al-Din’s father is said
to have been called Muhammad Mahmid,
and an ancestor is named as Nagir al-Din.
The sources also name one of his uncles
as Jamal al-Din Ahmad Nu‘'méni Hansawl
(Azad, 4; Kalim, 103; Sabah al-Din, 272; “Abd
al-Hayy, 2/143; see also Shafl, 1/1328).
Burhan al-Din spent the first few years
of his life at Hansi. From an early age he
showed a strong inclination to prayer, prac-
tising dhikr from the age of six or seven,
and when he was sixteen he took a vow of
celibacy, against his mother’s wishes (Ernst,
Eternal Garden, 1n8). He then travelled
to Delhi to study theoretical and applied
jurisprudence, Quranic hermeneutics and
hadith. During the 6gos/12gos, probably in
693/1293, he joined the circle of disciples
around Shaykh Nizam al-Din Awliyd,
acquiring spiritual knowledge and following
the mystical path (Azad, 5~7; Sabah al-Din,
276—281; Kalim, 103; ‘Abd al-Hayy, 2/143).
Being part of his master’s circle of close fol-
lowers, Burhan al-Din became acquainted,
and acquired a position of respect and pres-
tige, with a number of great Sufis, including
Amir Khusraw (d. 725/1325), Amir Hasan
Diblawi (d. post-729/1329) and Shaykh Nasir
al-Din Mahmud Chiragh-i Dihli, the best-
known of Shaykh Nizam al-Din's succes-
sors. When he was in Delhi, Shaykh Nasir
al-Din used to stay in Burhan al-Din's home
(Dihlawi, Hasan, 55; Qalandar, 8 ff, 186-187,
260, 284; Mir-Kh*urd, 437-438; Yamanyi, 357;
Jamali, 128; Dihlawi, ‘Abd al-Haqq, 93—94;
Chisht, 882; Ghulam Sarwar, 1/346; Kalim,

Encyclopaedia Islamica, vol. V, Leiden: E. J. Brill, 2015. {SAM DN. 242530






