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From Bursa to Jerusalem:
From Yesil Tiirbe to the Dome of the Rock

BEATRICE ST. LAURENT

y contribution to the memorial volume in Donald Quataert’s honor decidedly focuses
quuarely on an art historical topic. I will discuss the late Ottoman tile industry in the nine-
teenth century as it relates to the restoration of Bursa’s monuments and the movement of a group
of master ceramists and the ceramic tradition from Kiitahya —south of Bursa in Hiidavendigar
Vilayeti or Province-to Jerusalem in 1919, where it remains firmly entrenched to the present day.

This article also chronicles my journey as a scholar from Bursa to Jerusalem, where I re-
main today diligently attempting to complete my research on the Dome of the Rock and al-Ag-
sa Mosque. I undertake my%_f(‘ﬂugey with great pleasure to return to Turkey, one of my three
homes; the other two are Basto :md Jerusalem. My last stay in Turkey was in December 2008,
when 1 visited my “Turkish §ister;” Handan Tiirkoglu in Istanbul (Professor at Istanbul Teknik
Universitesi) and my “Turk%éﬁf% %\'ﬁher,” Dogan Kuban (formerly of ITU), with whom 1 first
worked at MIT. P

L= . . . . ..

Donald Quataert was qﬁ:”gr?@{ assistance in supporting my thesis topic when I was writing
my doctoral thesis in the 1980%211}11} Fine Arts Department at Harvard University (now History
of Art and Architecture). My 1% %;jzsertation, “Qttomanization and Modernization: The Archi-
tecture and Urban Developme%;ﬁ@:sa and the Genesis of Tradition 1839-1914,” {June 1989),
dwells in the realms of art hist ,}’E"tory, and the social sciences. I thus sought support outside
of my department both in the United States and abroad, notably the Ecole des hautes études en
sciences sociales in Paris. It was thus at one of many conferences that I met Don. My engagement
in the silk industry of Bursa immediately drew Don’s attention. We shared a common interest in
the silk industry of Bursa; his grounded in technology of the industry, mine in the architecture
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Bir Arada Yagama Kiiltiiriiniin —Zedele;_nmesi:
1794 Bursa Ermeni Kilisesi Yangini Ornegi

ismail YASAYANLAR'
Ozet

Osmanli déneminde Bursa gehri niifusu icerisinde Musliimanlardan sonra ikinci biiyik
grubu tegkil eden Ermeniler, miistakil olarak yagadiklan Setbagi Mahallesi haricinde, pe-
rakende olarak gehrin diger mahallelerinde ve koylerinde de hayatlanm siirdiidiyorlardi.
18. yzyilin sonu ve 19. yiizyihin baginda Bursa’yi ziyaret eden seyyahlann da gdzlemiedigi
{izere Bursa'da sadece tek bir Ermeni kilisesi bulunmaktaydi. Setbast Mahallesi sinula-
1t igerisinde bulunan bu kilise, tagradaki diger Ermeni kiliselerine nazaran daha azametli

“bir yapiya sahipti. 1794 yilina gelindiginde kiliselerinin harap oldugundan yakinan Bursa

Ermenileri, binay tamir igin gerekli miisaadeyi alarak ige koyulmuglardi. Ramazan ayina
tesadiif eden bu stireg, tamirin maksadini agarak yapiy biiytittikleri ve yiikselttikleri iddia-
siyla Milsliiman ahalinin durumdan rahatsiz olmast ile Ermeniler ve Miisliimanlar arasinda
bir gerginlige sebep olmustu. Birkag ulemanin Milsliiman ahaliyi tahriki bir ihrak ile so-
nuglanmig ve Ermeni kilisesi ile birlikte bthlglndekl alti-yedi ev bu olay sonucu yanrrugh
Bu yangin hadisesini farklt kilan ise galeyana getirilen grubun gogunlugunun kadinlardan
olugmasidir.

Einik ve dini unsurlar arasinda gerginliklerin ortaya gtkmasinda tahammiilsiizligiin
tehkleylm olmasina erken bir érnek olusturmast agisindan oldukga énem arz eden Bursa
Ermeni kilisesi yangmni érmegi; devletin stiregleri derinlemesine tetkik ettirmesi, suclulan
gesitli cezalara garphrmém ve bu cezalarin yerine getirilmesi ile toplumsal gerginligin dniine
gegme amaciyla uygulanan olumlu bir politika olarak kargimiza gikmaktadir. Bu bildiride
devletin tagrada Miisliiman ve Gayrimiislim-unsurlar arasinda meydana gelen bu olayi,
sadece yerel idarenin degd aym zamanda merkezi denetimin de ugraglanyla ¢6ziime ka-
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Heath W. Lowry

THE ROLE OF THE BURSA PALACE IN
PREPARING BREAD FOR THE OTTOMAN SULTAN S

L e

Identity and Identity Formation
in the Ottoman World

e

Having bad the pleasure of breaking bread with Norman Itzkowitz on
numerous occasions since my arrival at Princeton a decade ago, it seems only fitting
that I dedicate this vignette (on the origins of the bread eaten by the Ottoman sultans
in the Topkap palace), to the Festschrift prepared in his honor.

From its conquest in 1326 until the beginning of the fifteenth century the
Bithynian city of Bursa served as the first capital of the Ottoman state. As such it
was the site of the first palace erected by the Ottoman rulers. This much is known.
What is less clear is the actual nature of the palace structure itself and its fate
subsequent to the imperial abode’s transfer to Edime (Adrianople) in European
Thrace in the opening decades of the fifteenth century. The present paper represents
a preliminary attempt to set forth an understanding of these questions.

Ottoman narrative sources for the fourteenth century are virtually non-existent,
and none of the later works provides a useful physical description of the Bursa
palace. This lacuna points us in the direction of both foreign and Ottoman visitors

J

A Volume of Essays in Honor of
Norman Itzkowitz

g DT e

P

Edited bY to the city, in the hope that their accounts may provide some clue as to the actual
| palace structure. Indeed, our only known eyewitness description of the site (during
¢ and shortly after the period it still functioned as a palace) comes from the work:of

BAKI TEZCAN AND KARL K. BARBIR the fifteenth-century French traveler Bertrandon de la Broquiére, who visited Bursa
~ .. in late December 1432 or early January 1433.! His account of the city includes the
_ Tirkiye Diyanet Vakfi 07 fesm 104 following interesting passage:

Islam Aragtirmalar: Merkezi i 4
Kiitiiphanesi ‘ On a low mountain atthe western end of the city [Bursa] is a fine, large castle.
) - it ANV There ate about a thousand houses inside. This is the lord’s very beautiful
Dem. No: 2 é 6 () U- é MADDE YAY%MU?X&D‘K%\N residence. It is also a pleasure house for the Grand Turk, with fifty of his
T 3001, ! -~nio A RELEN DOKURS wives. There is a garden and a very nice little pool where the lord takes his
as. No: Ipe.\ j ease, when he pleases, with his wives, in a small boat. All this is hearsay, for I

: saw only the exterior.’

e B g T+ e n

‘The Center for Turkish Studies at the University of Wisconsin
&

The University of Wisconsin Press

1 Galen R. Kline, trans.and ed. The Voyage d’Outremer by Bertrandon de la Broquiére (New
York: Peter Lah'g, 1988) [Hereafter: Broquiére, /432]. For a Turkish translation (complete
with an interesﬁng essay on the work by Semavi Eyice), see: Ch. Schefer, ed., and Ilhan Arda
trans. Bertrandon de la Brogquigre’in Denizagirt Seyahati (Istanbul: Eren, 2000).

2 Broquiére, 1432,p. 85. - 4 3 L

Madison, Wisconsin 2007
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BURLA, YEHUDA

class. From Burld’s perspective, Jove sometimes
inflict pain and suffering, and is constrained by
tradition, prejudice, and social pressure.

Burla’s 1939 Bialik Prize was given for ‘Alilot
Akavya (The Adventures of Akavya), which
recounts the loves, struggles, and heroic acts of
Akavya, first in Turkey and then in Jerusalem,
where he becomes a courageous defender of
the Jews in the Old City. In Ishto ha-Senu’a (His
Hated Wife), a novel published in 1928, Burla
describes the unhappy life of a man who gives
in to his mother and marries a woman he does
not love. Naftulei Adam (Eng. trans. In Darkness
Striving, 1968) describes the unfulfilled love of a
Jewish man and an Arab woman in Damascus.
Bi-Kedusha (In Holiness), published 1935, is a
story of love, fear, and envy, in which a barren
woman decides to have her husband marry a
second wife to prevent him from leaving her.

Burlas work is a rich trove -of proverbs,
phrases, and idioms from the interweaving of
Ladino, Arabic, and Turkish.

ﬁﬂﬁ WIE YAYIMLANDIKTAN
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Bur aa;a (Prousa)
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Bursa (anc1ent Prousa), in northwestern
Anatolia, was the first capital of the > Ottoman
Empire, between 1326 and 1365. When the
Ottomans captured the city from the Byzan-
tines, it had a small > Romaniot Jewish pres-
ence. In the first half of the sixteenth century,
newly arriving Spanish exiles were soon in the
majority. Culturally and numerically dominant,

Lev HAarax

518 =57/

the Sephardim fairly quickly assimilated the
Romaniots, and -> Judeo-Spanish became the
day-to-day spoken and written language of
the city’s Jews. The community paid its poll tax
(jizya) through its representative to authorities,
the kahya.

Throughout the Ottoman period and beyond,
most of the Jews in Bursa seem to have resided
in the > Jewish quarter, Kurucegme, which had
three synagogues: Es Hayyim, the oldest, pre-
dated the Oftoman conquest; the Gerush
(Expulsion) synagogue and the Mayor syna-
gogue were established by the Sephardic new-
comers in the sixteenth century. The former
could seat 500 men and 200 women and the
latter 250 men and 100 women. There once
were significant differences between the three
synagogues, but these blurred over time. The
Es Hayyim synagogue was destroyed in a fire in
1851, but the other two are still standing, and
in addition Bursa now has a third synagogue,
called Berut (Bet Israel). Until recently, there
was also a Jewish cemetery in the city.

Bursa was never a major Jewish center. Pop-
ulation figures of dubious veracity suggest that
between 1538 and 1541 it had 166 Jewish fami-
lies, in 1546, 250 families, and in 1571/72, 683.
By the end of the sixteenth century, there were
735 families, but the numbers seem to have
dropped significantly in the seventeenth cen-
tury to 270 families at most by mid-century
and 141 by 1696/97. More reliable data from
the late nineteenth century indicate that there
were 2,179 Jews in Bursa in 1883. In 1887, the
Ottoman government paid for the expenses of
resettling in Bursa 400 Jewish from Akkerman
(Bielograd) in Bessarabia, who were unhappy
under Romanian rule. And on the eve of World
War I, the Jewish population .of Bursa had
reached 3,500. Constant emigration from the
1920s on, at first to South America, and then
elsewhere, steadily reduced the city’s Jewish
population. In 1977, fewer than two hundred
Jews remained, and in the early twenty-first
century, the number was reportedly down to
140 according to the International Jewish Cem-
etery Project.

The Jews of Bursa were deeply involved in
the local and regional economy. Many were
shopowners and members of guilds. In the late
sixteenth century, an unsuccessful attempt was

Encyclopedia of Jews in the Islamic world, vol. I, Leiden: E. J. Brill, 2010, iISAM DN. 252659.






