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BURUJIRDI

132~142; Siroux, Maxime, La Mosquée Djum‘a
de Bouroudjird’, Bulletin de [Institut Frangais
d’Archéologie Orientale, 46 (1947), pPp. 239-258;
Yaqit, Buldan.

MOHAMMAD MEHRYAR
TR. JaN1s EsoTs

Buriijirdi, Sayyid Husayn Tabatabal
(29 Safar 129213 Shawwal 1380/1875-1961),
the son of Sayyid ‘Al Tabataba’l, a well-
known fagih and an eminent marja‘al-taqlid
(lit. ‘source of emulation’) of the Imami
Shi‘is in the modern era.

He was born to a wealthy clerical fam-
ily in Buriyjird (q.v.), his forebears being
descended from the Tabatabal sayyids of
Isfahan, who trace their genealogy back to
a famous Shii adherent and martyr of the
3rd/gth century, Isma‘l al-Dibaj. One of the
branches of this family appears to have set-
tled in Burijird in the 12th/18th century (see
Buriyjirdi, Tjala, 128, 131). Buriijird?’s fore-
bears, who were generally religious scholars
and mardji, were related to the families of
three eminent Shii scholaxrs, Muhammad
Taqi Majlisi (Majlisi the First’)), Wahid
Bihbahani and Sayyid ‘Ali Tabataba’l (author
of the Riyad al-masd@’il, a famous work-on
Shi‘i figh) (see Burdjirdi, Ujala, 137; Dawént,
Zindigant, 73—74).

At the age of seven Buriijirdi was sent
to school in Buriijird, where he studied
the introductory courses at the Nirbakhsh
madrasa with his father and several other
teachers (Aqa Buzurg, Tabagat, 1(2)/605;
Dawani, Zindigani, 93—94). In 1310/1892 he
went to the hawza of Isfahan, where he
continued his studies at the Sadr madrasa.
He studied the transmitted sciences under
such teachers as Abi al-Maali Kalbasi
(d. 1315/18g7), Sayyid Muhammad Bagir
Durchah-1 (d. 1342/1924) and Muhammad
Taqi Mudarris (d. 1337/1919), and various
rational and mathematical sciences with
Akhtind Mullda Muhammad Kashéni (d. 1333/
1915) and Jahangir Khan QashqaT (d. 1328/
1910). He then began teaching jurisprudence
and its principles, as well as other sub-

§
% \%{\\?‘i\\&

jects (Aqa Buzurg, Tabaqat, 1(2)/605; Razi,
Ganjinah, 1/346; Rayhan Allah Yazdi, 74;
Dawini, Zindigant, 94, 96). One of the teach-
ers who granted him the jazat al-ijtihad,
authorising him to interpret and apply the
fundamental principles of religious law,
was Sayyid Abi al-Qasim Husayni Dihkurdi
(d. 1353/1934) (see the reproduction of this
ijaza in Burdjirdi, Tartib, introd., 67).

In late 1319/1g02, Burjirdi went to Najaf,
attracted by the presence there of the great
masters of figh and usil (Razi, Ganjinah,
1/346-347; Dawani, Zindigani, 97). However,
according to his own assertion, his sojourn
in Najaf did not engender any change in his
own approach to jurisprudence and its prin-
ciples. For around nine years, he regularly
attended the classes of Akhind Khurasani
(d. 1329/1911) (Dawani, Zindigani, 97), and
was considered one of his best students
because he used to relate the master's
lectures and composed an addendum to
his Kifdyat al-usal (Razi, Ganjinah, 1/347;
Khvansari, 61). Buriijirdi also attended
the classes of Fath Allah Shariat Isfahani
(d. 1339/1921) on rifal (the biographical
appraisal of the reliability of hadith trans-
mitters), achieving the degree of jjtihdd in
this discipline as well (Aqa Buzurg, Tabagat,
1(2)/606). Both masters issued him with the
jazat al-jjtihad (see the copies of these
{jazas in Buriyjirdy, Tartib, introd., 69, 72~73)-

During his studies in Najaf, he taught his.

own intermediate graduate classes (duris
al-sath) on figh and usil.

In 1328/1910 Burijirdi went back to his
native town, and even though Akhind
Khurasani wished him to return to Najaf,
the death of Khurdsani and Burijirdi's
father in 1329/1911 caused him to remain in
Buriijird, devoting himself to writing and
teaching (Aqa Buzurg, Tabagat, 1(2)/606;
Razi, Ganjinah, 1/347; Rayhan Allah Yazdj,
75 Dawani, Zindigani, 101). In particular,

during the first few years after his return .

to Buriijird, he wrote glosses on Sayyid
Muhammad Kazim Tabatabats al-TUrwa
al-wuthqd. After their publication, a number
of individuals, particularly in the regions of

Encyclopaedia Islamica, vol. V, Leiden: E.J. Brill, 2015. {SAM DN. 242530
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teacher’s aid in explaining difficult and obscure points.

N Another factor is his perfect freedom of expressing his views and
raising questions. This is particularly effective in the advanced course
where voices sometimes rise high in such discussions.

The third factor is the exchange of views between mcmbers of
small groups which are voluntarily formed to thrash out problems. The
fourth factor is freedom in the choice of a teacher, a matter whi-ch is
psychologically significant in the relationship of 'a teacher and his
iﬁudcnt, leading to a trust of and reliance on the teacher by his student,
unl;it é‘re;l;(l)ev;r;gezllll | ec.ompulswn and monopoly based on a fixed and

In this way, a theological student passes through the above stages
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CHAPTER FOURTEEN

AYATOLLAH BOROUJERDI

Ayatollah Haj Sayyed Hossain Boroujerdi, the man who has spent
the greater part of his fruitful life in the struggle to spread lIslam and
laying the foundation of the Islamic movements of our time, is one of
the pioneers and exalted A’lem of the contemporary period about

whom the briefest and yet the most meaningful descriptions have been
given. They have often called him: ‘A great personality with a profound
Islamic thought, and distinct and prominent mo ral qualities.

This brief description gives a picture of the nobility of spirit and
lofty mind and Islamic thought of this great man. Those who are
familiar with his moral and spiritual qualities say of him: “He
considered Islam in the same precious and genuine form which was
entrusted by the Prophet of Islam, and Imam Ali, Lord of Believers,
and all his endeavours were in the direction of keeping Islam away from
the form given it by foreign colonisers and their internal installed
elements and removing the dark veil which had been drawn over the
visage of Islam, and exhibiting the magnificent manifestation of the

Muhammadan faith as it should be and not
through centuries, especially in recent years.
people with true Islamnic principles, both tho

as it has been damaged
He tried to acquaint the
se who were ignorant of
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currently available in English include several translations
of the Qur’an along with commentaries by leading figures
such as the late Abu al-Ala Mawdidi of Pakistan and the
Egyptian preacher Muhammad Mutawalli al-Sha‘rawi.
Also available are selected works from the corpus of Is-
lamic literature—the life of the Prophet, hadith, princi-
ples of jurisprudence, and books to guide prayer, pil-
grimage, and other rituals. These works are available
thanks to the effort of Western Orientalists and Muslim
scholars, principally from the Indian subcontinent.
Works by Sayyid Qutb and the Iranian teacher and writer
‘Ali Shari‘ati, Muslim thinkers of the mid-twentieth cen-
tury, once proscribed in their own countries and their au-
thors martyred, are also available in English.

Finally, a review of Islamic publishing today must take
account of video and audio publications. Muslim reli-
gious practice is documented in these relatively new for-
mats. Documentary filmmakers have sought to portray
the richness and variety of Muslim spiritual and cultural
life from Southeast Asia to West Africa to English-
speaking audiences. There is no doubt that these media
can be highly effective; their role in transmitting Ayatol-
lah Khomeini’s message to his countrymen from exile has
been widely noted. Similarly, Muslims are making use of
cable television and small commercial and public-service
channels in the United States. All this must be recognized
as the newest form of what began modestly 150 years ago
in small printshops.

[See also Children’s Books and Cartoons; Communica-
tions Media; Newspapers and Magazines; Pamphlets
and Tracts.]
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MICcHAEL W. ALBIN

BORUJERDI, MOHAMMAD HOSAYN (also
rendered Muhammad Husayn Burdjirdi; 1875-1962),
Iranian theologian and religious leader who by the time
of his death became the sole source of emulation (marja‘
al-taglid) for all Iranian Shi‘is. Born in Borujerd (Buri-
jird) Province in western Iran, Ayatollah Borujerdi came
from a family known for its religious learning and piety.
At twelve he enrolled in Borujerd’s madrasah (Islamic
seminary), where his father, Sayyid “Ali Tabataba’i, was
one of his main mentors. At eighteen he went to Isfahan
to study jurisprudence and philosophy. In 1901 he left
Isfahan for Najaf, where he studied with Ayatollah
Muhammad Kazim Khorasani and ‘Allimah Muham-
mad Kazim Yazdi. After ten years, he returned to Boru-
jerd, where, apart from brief interruptions, he stayed
for the next thirty-seven years. While in Borujerd, he
taught jurisprudence and was marja® al-taglhid for the
people of Khorasan and southwestern Iran. In 1945 he
left Borujerd for Tehran to receive medical treatment,
and, by invitation of the city of Qom’s ‘ulamad’, he set-
tled there. Borujerdi’s arrival at the Iranian center of
Shiq learning filled the vacuum created by the death of
two leading ‘ulamd’ of that city: Shaykh ‘Abd al-Karim
Ha’ir1 Yazdi and the chief source of emulation, Sayyid
Abu al-Hasan al-Isfahani. These events paved the. way
for Ayatollah Borujerdi’s ascendence as the new mar-
ja¢ al-taqlid of Iranian Shi‘s.

Because of his lack of political ambition and conserva-
tism, Ayatollah Borujerdi maintained a quietist attitude
toward politics, refraining from using his powerful posi-
tion to mobilize his vast following. On several important
occasions, however, Borujerdi abandoned his political
quietism.

On his initiative, after the attempted assassination of
the shah at Tehran University on 4 February 1949, a
gathering of clergy in Fayziyah Madrasah in Qom
passed a resolution calling on their colleagues to stay
aloof from political involvement and partisan politics.
While Mohammad Mossadegh, the nationalist leader,
was in power (1951-1953), Borujerdi and Ayatollah
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376 BORUJERD—BORUJERDI, HOSAYN TABATABAT

junde Berlin 14, 1379, pp. 38-67, B82-112. ldem,
Eastern Persian Irak, London, 1896, A, H. Layard.
Early Adveniures in Persia. Susiana and Babylonia, 2

s., London, [887. Le Strange, Lands, pp. 200-02.
Razmara, Farhung V1, pp. 46-47. Schwarz, fran 1V,
p. 309; V, pp. 580, 621; VI, pp. 910. 924, 927, 930,

(ECKART EHLERS)

BORUJERDYL, wnosayN b, Mohammad-Rezd
Hosayni, Shi‘ite scholar of the Qajar peried, noted
chiefly for his works on ‘efm al-rejal. His dates of birth
and death are given varyingty in different sources: 1227-
76/1812-39 (al-Darra XXIV, p. 99); 1138-77/1823-60
(Modarres, 1, pp. 252-53): d. 1284/1867 (Qomi, p. 1535).
His father was z scholar of some standing, but his
principal tzachers—all of them outstanding scholars of
the early nineteenth century—were Hijj Sayyed Mo-
hammad 5afi* Jibolgl in asi/ and rejal: Sayyed Ja'far
Kaifl Dacabl in aady and rafsir and Shaikh Jafar
Najaff and Shaikh Hasan Najafl in fegh. BorGjerdls
main work was Nokbat al-maqdl fT ‘elm al-rejal. a
collection of chronograms, in 1313 disuchs. on the
deaths of famous transmitters of hadir and other
scholars. The fame of the work is atested by
commentary written on it { Baftjai al-dmdal JT fark nokbar
al-mazgal) and by a widely read digest of its contents
(Zobdar ai-magal). BorUjerd? himself composed z
supplement in prove to Nokbat al-magal with the title al-
Mostaprafar flnesab  wa'ikond wa'l-alqdb; the twe
works were prinied together {a/-Darrfa XXI, p. 11). A
voluminous commentary on Shrar al~-Bagara is also
attributed to Borfjecdi. bur it appears never to have
besn printed. His two sons. Sayyed ‘Abd-al-Hosavn
and Hal Sayved Nir-al-Din, also pursued careers of

ous Ezammg. without ever attaining the fame of
their father.

Bibliography: al-Darfa U1, p. 135 X1L p. 124,
JILopo U1 XXIIL p. 204, XXIV, p. 99, Shaikh
‘Abbas Qomi. Fuwded-e u‘ wiva, Tehran. 1327
5./195%, p. 153, Mirzd dMohammad-‘Al Modarres.
Ravhanar al-ad rded., Tabriz.n.d.. I, pp. 252-53.

{HAMID ALCAR

%

BO'R’C‘J‘EPDT AYATGLLAH THASL AQ3
HOSAYN TABATABAT (1292-1381/1875-1962).

director {za xmi of t e relw'om tzaching instituaon,
(hawzuey at Oun for séventeen vears and sole ma;/a -e
teglid of the Shitite world for fftcen veuars. He was boen
n Sdmr. 129:, Murch-Apetl, 18735, In IL\L western
Iraniun city of Borfjerd 10 a family of scholars that
traced its descent back by thirty intermedianes to fmam
i’((l‘&".f‘ ‘\.i""!(“‘ hl'\ celehrated ancestors in more receat
times were Sayvved Mohemmud-Mahdl Bahr-al-"Clim

I

iq.v.) the puternal uncle of his "dﬂunxd er, and Mirza
Mahmid Bordjerdi, a great-uncle who clashed lre-
quently with Niger-ui-Din Shah, \t the age of myelve
A
Bcn,;u'u; begun his formal educution af the ]na.m
iéidrasa in Bortjerd. where e »mu.,u with his fatl her.
Savved ‘Al and other scholars. in HH 1892-93 hb
went Lo bsfahan, which was

Rl

then stili the major center ol

religious learning in Iran, and he swiftly acquired the
main eclements of his erudition. His teachers in the
religious  sclences  were Abul -Ma‘al Ka}‘o&si
wohammad Taq Mcda 1

\'{oqaddaergranam. Such was the prowess he ctsplaved

“diFing His roughly ten vears in Isfahan that he not only

completed there the soedf stage of the iraditional
curriculurn but also attained the degree of ejtehdd and
began teaching osu/ himsell. —

In keeping with the convéntional pattern of an “alem
career, Borljerdi then went to Najaf, in either
1318/1900-01, 1320/1902-03. or 1323/1905-06. There
Boriierdl joined the circle of the great osi/T scholar
Akiind Mollda Mohammuad-Kizem Kordsinl (q.v.)

The notes that Borgjerdi wrote on Korasanr's Kefayvar

al-os30l seem to have been his earliest piece ofi*nportam‘f
writing. While in Najaf, Borfijerdr also associated \«wthx
the other chief authority of the age on osul Akun !
Mohammad-Kazem Yazdl. and studied ‘elm_al-reja
with Savk-al-Sari‘a Esfabani.

In 1323/1910 Borfjerdi re
staving there for almost {hirty—ﬁve years, during which
he devoted himself to the training of students and to
writing (chiefly on hadir and ‘efm al-rejal). This long
residence in BorQjerd was interrupted only three times:
twice to visit Mashad. and once to perform the sajj and
pay a return visit o Najaf. But despite the relative
remoteness of Bor@jerd his renown for piety and
erudition centinuously spread so that in time he became
the chiel marja‘-¢ raglid of western and southern Iran. 45
well as parts of Khorasan and Irag,

In 13631944 he traveled by way of Qom to Tehran to
be treated [or 4 hernia at the Firizabadt hospital, While
still in the hospital he received an urgentinvitation from
the ‘ofama of Qom 1o settle there and assume the
leadership of ihe fawza. which since the death of “Abd-
al-Karim H®%erd in 1355/1937 had bewn under the
temporary administration of Avatollahs Sadr, Hojjat
and Kansirl, Hé&erm tumseld had once presse
Borfijerdi to take up residence in Qom, wien he passed
through the city en route to Mashld in 134771928, but
he had refused. This time. after some hesiiation, he
decided to muke the move, and on 14 Moharram
1364/27 December 1944 he left Tehran for Qom.
accompanied by a group of scholars from Qom that
came to escert him. His welcome there was effusive.
Avalolluh Sadr delerentially turned over to him the
leadership of the congregationul prayer in the shrine.
and Avatollah Hejjal guve him the time and place for
teaching fegfr he hud inherited from "Abd-ul-Karim
Hi‘eri, In the fall of 1323 $./1946 Ayatolluh Abu'l-
Husan Esfuhanl, the chiel marju'-e rugiid of the day.
died, und within roughly a veur Boriijerdi emerged as
successor to his position. He thus cume to combine the
positions of ze'hn und supreme mara, and all the
functions of religious leadership were concentrated in
his tunds. ’

turned to his native town,
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