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230 FUSANJ—FUSANIT

The town existed in pre-Islamic times, and was
reputedly founded by Sipar I, who is also said to
have constructed a bridge there; subsequently.
however, control of the Herat and Bad gis region, in
which Fa$anj was situated. oscillated between the
Sasanians and the Hephthalites. In 588 C.E., a
suffragan bishopric at Faianj, dependent on the
Nestorian metropolitan of Herat, is mentioned
(Markwart, Eraniahr, pp. 49, 64, 77 n. 1). At the
time of the Arab conquest of Khorasan, Herat and
Bidgis were under Hephthalite control, and these
districts and F$anj were under what Baladori (Fotiih,
p. 405) calls “a powerful prince” (‘azim). Fudanj
formed part of the conquests of Mo‘Awia’s governor
of Khorasan, ‘Abd-Allah b. ‘Amer (q.v.), who
appointed as his deputy over Herat, Badgis and
Fasanj Qays b. Haytam Solami, and then Z1ad b.
Abihi appointed Nafe b. Kiled Tahi over these
same districts (Baladori, Fotiih, p. 409; Tabari, II, p.
79, year 45/665-66). After the ‘Abbasid revolution,
Fafanj was governed by Abfi Moslem’s associate
Mos‘abb. Rozayq, and it was at FuSanj that Mus‘ab’s
grandson, Taher Du’l-Yaminayn was born around
770 (Kaabi, p. 65). Possession of the town was
wrested from the Taherids a century later by the
Saffarid Ya‘qiibb. Layt, on the first occasion probably
in 253/867 and then definitively in 259/873, when
Ya‘qib took over Khorasan from them (Bosworth,
pp. 112-13). With the shrinkage of the Saffarid
dominions in the early 10th century, FiiSanj passed
first to the Samanids, then to the Ghaznavids and
then, in the mid-11th century, to the Great Saljugs.

The geographers of the 10th century describe Fti§anj
as a town half the size of Herat, with a citadel
protected by a ditch and rampart, and as having three
gates, leading to Nifapiir, Qohestan, and Herat
respectively; the town did in fact enjoy a strategic
position along the east-west routes. As well as being
in a fertile, well-watered plain which favored
agriculture, local timber resources were exploited,
including juniper trees (‘ar‘ar; see Ebn Hawqal, p.
440, tr. p. 425; Hodiid al-‘dlam, tr. Minorsky, p.
104).

Whether FiSanj was attacked by the Mongols is
unrecorded, though Herat was devastated in 618/
1221 (Jovayni, tr. Boyle, I, pp, 151-52). In the next
century Hamd-Allah Mostawfl described its
‘agriculture as flourishing (Nozhat al-goliib, ed. and
tr. Le Strange, text, pp. 152-53, tr., p. 151). Timir
destroyed the town in 782/1381 after reducing the
last Kart ruler of Herat, Giat-al-Din Pir-‘Ali, to
submission. It nevertheless revived, and is often
mentioned in the Timurid period by Hafez-e Abri,
who again mentions trade in its juniper wood and
also a remarkable rebdt there, whose building was
attributed to Abraham (Hafez-e Abrg, text, pp. 22,
31, 39-40, tr., pp. 24, 29, 35-36, comm., p. 85).
Later, Fi§anj drops out of mention, and was probably
destroyed in the frontier disputes between Safavids,
Uzbeks and then Afghans; according to Wilhelm

Tomaschek (“Zur historische Topographie von
Persien.” Sitzungsherichte der Wiener Akademie der
Wissenschafren, phil.-hist. classe 102, 1883, p. 223),
the modern town of Giirfan, just to the south of the
Harirtd (34° 20 N, 61° 26” E), now in the Afghan
province of Herat, marks the site.

Bibliography: C.E. Bosworth, The History of the
Saffarids of Sistan and the Maliks of Nimruz, Costa
Mesa, Calif.. 1994, Hafez-e Abri, Tdarik-¢ Hafez-e
Abrit, ed. and tr. D. Krawulsky as Hurdsdn zur
Timuridenzeit nach dem Tdrih-e Hdfez-e Abrii, 2
vols., Wiesbaden, 1982-84. M. Kaabi, Les Tahirides
au Hurdasan et en Irag, Tunis, 1983. Le Strange,
Lands, p. 431. Gazetteer of Afghanistan 111, pp.
142-43. Yiaqit, Boldan (Beirut) I, pp. 508-9.

(C. EDMUND BOSWORTH)

q]"ffl?‘USANJi {correctly BUSANI) HERAVI, ABU'L-
HASAN ‘ALI b. Ahmad b. Sahl (d. 347/958 or 348/
959), an important exponent of the fetyan (javan-
mardan) of Khorasan. He came from Basanj (Mid.
Pers. Ptidang, also Arabized as Fusanj, q.v.), a village
seven farsaks from Herat. FaSanji studied with Abil
‘Ali Hosayn b. Edris Ansari Heravi (d. 301/913-14)
and Abfi ‘Abd-Allah Mohammad b. ‘Abd-al-Rahmin
Sami Heravi (d. 302/914-15), two learned scholars
of Hadith at Herat (Dahabi, Ta’rik, years 331-50, p.
382; cf. idem, Siar XIV, pp. 113-15). He was first
introduced to Sufi thought and practice by Abii ‘Otman
Hiri (d. 298/910) in Ni§apiir. For more extensive
Sufi instruction, Fii§anji traveled to visit Ebn ‘Atd’
(d.320/923) and Jorayri (d. 311/923), two prominent
Sufis of Baghdad, as well as Taher Maqdesi and AbQl
‘Omar Dema3qi (d. 320/932), two Sufi masters of
Syria (Solami, Tabagat, p. 481, ed. Sariba, p. 458).
He is known to have discussed problems of Sufi
doctrine with Abi Bakr Sebli (d. 334/946; ibid.) and
Morta‘es (d. 328/939-40) in Baghdad and to have
visited Abl ‘Alf Ridabari (d. 322/934), a leading
Sufi of Egypt (Ebn ‘Asaker, X1, p. 840). FuSanji,
who left no written work, is listed in the sources as an
adherent of the Shafi‘ite school (Sobki, Tabagadt
[Cairo?] 11, pp. 244-45; Ebn al-Salah, pp. 595-96).
According to fragmentary autobiographical
statements cited by Ebn ‘Asaker (XI, pp. 841-42),
Fuganji was drawn into the controversy surrounding
the theological teachings of Abli Bakr Mohammad b.
Eshig b. Kozayma Solami (d. 311/924) at Ni8apdr,
a situation that also brought him into close contact
with the Sufi Abi ‘Ali Taqafi (d. 328/940), at whose
side he was eventually buried. Seeking a resolution
of the controversy, Fi§anji traveled to consult with
‘Abd-al-Rahman b. Abi Hatem Razi (d. 327/938) at
Rayy and then with Abu’l-‘Abbas QalanesT (d. 314/
926) at Baghdad. Although there he stood accused
before the vizier by Abt ‘Amr Ahmad b. Mohammad
b. ‘Omar Semsar, he was later given leave to return
home. Fasanji then took up permanent residence in
Nigapir and established a Sufi center (fa-baneya
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li al-Hind (Hyderabad, 1377/1958); de Blois, Fran-
cois, Burzdy’s Voyage to India and the Origin of
the Book of Kalilah Wa Dimnah (London, 1990);
Browne, Edward, Tarikh-i adabizyi Iran, vol. 3,
az Sa'dl ta jami, Persian trans. and marginalia
by ‘All Asghar Hikmat (Tehran, 1357 Sh.f1978);
Brunner, C. J., ‘The Middle Persian Explanation
of Chess and Invention of Backgammon’, Journal
of the Ancient Near Eastern Society of Columbia
University (1978), vol. 10, pp. 43—5% Christensen,
Arthur, ‘La légende du sage Buzurjmihr, A0, 8(2)
(1929), pp. 81-128; idem, L7Tran sous les Sassanides
(Copenhagen, 1g944); Firdawsi, Abit  al-Qasim,
Shahnamah, vol. 8, ed. Rustam Aliev (Moscow,
1970); Gardizi, ‘Abd al-Hayy, Tdrikh-i- Gardzi,
ed. ‘Abd al-Hayy Habibi (Tehran, 1363 Sh./1984);
Gignoux, Philippe, Noms propres sassanides
en moyen-perse épigraphique, in M. Mayrhofer
and R. Schmitt, ed., Iranisches Personennamen-
buch, val. 2(2) (Vieonna, 1986); Henning, Walter
Bruno, ‘Eine arabische Version mittelpersischer
Weisheitsschriften’, ZDMG, 106 (1956), pPp. 73-77;
Honeyman, A. M., The Mission of Burzoe in the
Arabic Kalilah and Dimnah (PhD thesis, Univer-
sity of Chicago, 1936); Ibn Abl Usaybi‘a, Ahmad,
Uyiin al-anba’ (Cairo, 1299/1882); Ibn Nadim, al-
Fihrist; Ibn Qutayba, ‘Abd Allah, Uyan al-ahkbar
(Cairo, 1416/1996); al-Istakhri, Ibrahim, Masdlik
al-mamdalik, ed. M. ]. de Goeje (Leiden, 1927);
ibid., old Persian trans. as Masalik wa mamalik,
ed. Traj Afshar (Tehran, 1347 Sh./1968); Justi,
Ferdinand, Iranisches Namenbuch (Hildesheim,
1963); Kalila wa Dimna, old Arabic trans. by ‘Abd
Allah b. al-Mugaffa’, ed. ‘Abd al-Wahhab ‘Azzam
and Taha Husayn Bek, introd. Husayn Taha Bek
(Cairo, 1941); ibid,, old Persian trans. by Nasgr
Allah Munshi, ed. Mujtaba Minuwi (Tehran, 1361
Sh./1982); ibid., as Dastarhd-yi Bidpay, old Persian
trans. by Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Bukhari,
ed. Parwiz Natil Khanlari and Muhammad Raw-
shan, introd. Parwiz Natil Khanlan (Tehran, 1361
Sh./1982); ibid., as The Book of Kalilah and Dim-
nah, The Fables of Bidpai (bilingnal Syriac-English
ed.), tr. William Wright (Oxford, 1884); ibid., as
The Fables of Kalilah and Dimnah (from Ibn
al-Mugqaffa‘), trans. Saleh Sa‘adeh Jallad (London,
2002 and 2004); Minuwi, Mujtaba, ‘Burziya-yi
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al-Buishanji, Abil al-Hasan “Ali b. Ahmad
b. Sahl (d. 348/959), a mystic of Khurdsan
who attained prominence in the chivalric
movement known in Persian as jawdnmardi
(or, in Arabic, futuwwa). Bushanjt is an ara-
bised form of Piishangi (sometimes Piishanji
or Fishanji, see Hujwirl, 59; cf. Arya, 333—
334), a name deriving from the name of the
village near Herat where he was born. Abii
al-Hasan left Pashang at an early age and
went to live in Nisabiir (Abi Nu‘aym, 10/379;
“Attar, 2/75; Ibn al-Mulaqgin, 252; Ansar,
421). While in Herat he heard hadiths from
Abii Ja‘far Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman
al-Shami, Husayn b. Idris al-Ansari and oth-
ers (al-Subki, 3/344; Ibn Taghribirdi, 3/320).
In Nisabiir he kept company for a time
with Aba ‘Uthman al-Hiri (al-Subki, 3/344).
During a jowrney to Syria, Abil al-Hasan
met Tahir al-Maqdisi and Abai “Umar
al-Dimashgi. In Iraq, he spent time with
Ibn ‘Ata’ and al-Jurayri, as well as discussing
aspects of mysticism with the famous Sufi
shaykh, Ab@t Bakr al-Shibli (al-Sulami, 481;
Angari, 421; ‘Attar, 2/75). Al-Bashanji for his
part narrated hadiths to the others includ-
ing Abii ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim, Aba al-Hasan
al-‘Alawi, and ‘Abd Alldh b. Yisuf al-Isfahani
(Ibn ‘Asakir, 11/840; Ibn Taghribirdi, 3/320).

Al-Biishanji was one of the great authori-
ties of his time on both doctrinal exposi-
tion and spiritual practice (mu‘@malat). At
the same time, the fact that he was devout,

" ascetic'and an adept in the way of futuwwa

who felt himself duty-bound to help anyone
in need (al-Sulami, 481; Ansari, 421, Jand,
ed. ‘Abidi, 230) is borne out by a number
of anecdotes related about him (al-Ghazalj,
2/179; al-Qushayr, 249; ‘Attar, 2/76; Ibn al-
Mulaqgin, 254-255; Ton al-Jawzi, 204).
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