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74 - The Great} Batile of Badr

battle of Badr, witnessed no Bloody confrontation between the
forces of Mecca and Madinah, except of course the military
expedition that preceded immediately before the battle of
Badr and was led by ‘Abdullah bin Jahsh.! :

The Muslim Expeditions before the Battle B

With the exception of the above expodmon all the other
military movements of the Muslims were reconnaissance
expeditions. These were organized in order to gather infor-
mation about the roads around Madinah and those that led
to Mecca besides assessing th‘c strength of different nclghbour-
ing wibes and concludlng friendly compacts with them or
{at least) render them neutral in the conflict of Islam and
paganism. Incidentally, these expeditions also displayed the
military strength of the Muslims, the Jews and the polytheists
and cxercised a deterrent effect against any. aggression that

might be intended. These patrols or military expeditions that -

preceded the battle of Badr may be summarized as under:

(1) The Military Expedition led by Hamza bin ‘Abdul .

Muttalib in which thirty of the Muhdjirin participated.” It
met a trade caravan of the Quraysh guarded by three hundred
fighting men under Aba Jahl bin Hisham on the sea-shore
ncar Al-Is?2 during the month of Ramadan in 1 AH. No

fighting, however, took place because of the timely interven-

tion of Majdi bin ‘Amr al-Juhani..

(2) The Military Expedition led by ‘Ubaid bin Al-
Havith to the valley of Rabigh in the month of Shawwil in
1 A.H. in order to block the Quraysh trade with Syria. It
met more than :wo hundred fighting men under Aba Sufyan
but no fighting took place. During this expedition two
Meccan Muslims who had accompanied the Quraysh army

1. “Abdullah bin Jahsh bin Rabab Al-Asadi was an ally of B. ‘Abd
Shams. He emigrated twice. He was the first commander for whom the
standard of Islam was made. He fell a martyr in the Battle of Uhod.

2. Al-lg { Ua':"“) with a kasra, is a place between Yanbu* and Al-

Marwa near tne Sea-shore.
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The Battle

came over to the ‘Muslim side. Tlicy wcfe
‘Amr Al-Bahrani and ‘Utbah bin Ghazwan

(3) The reconnaissance patrol consisting. of cight Muhi' -

Jirin under Sa‘ad bin Abi Wagqas which went up to Al-Ierrar‘

in Zul-Qa‘ada, 1 A.H., in order to block the trade route be-

tween Mecca and Syria. There was no ﬁs'hnng, howcvcn,
this time too. |

(4) The Battle of Wadan. *—It was a military cxpcdxuop,
that comprised two hundred fighting men and was led by the
Holy Prophct hiwnself up to the Wadan Zonei m Safar (2 AH. )
Without any ﬁghtmg the Muslims returned a.ftcr concludmg
a non-aggression pact with the tribes of B. Damra bin Bakr
bin Kanana.

(5) The Baitle of Buwdt.>—This cxpcdmon was also lcd

by the Holy Prophet, in person. He went up to the area of .

Buwat on the u)ut/ between Mecca and Sma in the month
of Rabi‘ I'in 2 AH. Its purpose was to cap#ure the Quraysh
caravan but it escaped and the Holy Prophct returned with
his two hyndred companions without any encounter. 4
(6) The Battle of Al-*Ashira.*—It was also a military ex-
pedition in which two hundred men participated. This too
was led by the Prophet himself. It went as far as Al-‘Ashira,
a place in the Yanbu® region. Its aim was to cut Off the
Quraysh trade route. It, however, did not have to fight, for
the caravan slipped away unnoticed from the district. The
1. Al-Kbarrar with a fatha on the first and a ‘ ouble stress of the
second letter is a place in Huaz near Al-Jahfa.
2. Wadan: the name of a place between Mecca and Madinah. From

_Wadan to Rabigh, a place near Madinah, there 1§ a distance of about
" twenty-nine miles.

‘3. Buwit written with a dhama on the (irst letter and ‘L at thc

end, is a valley-in Hijaz near Radwi. ?
4. Al-Ashira with a dhama on the first and % Jfatha on the second

letter is a village between Mecca and Madinah in the region of Yanbu*, | -

5. Yanbu‘—written with a fatha of the first and skun of the second
letter—is a village on the right side of Radwi, thcre being a night-stop
for the caravans between the two places. ‘
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