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Burton, Sir Richard
18211890
European adventurer, polyglot, ethnographes;and prolific
writer who explored Africa, the Middle East, and Muslim
Central Asia.
Sir Richard Burton spoke twengy-five languages and multi-
ple dialects, including- Greek, Latin, English, French,
Italian, Marathi, Punjab, Arabic, and Hindi. During his
travels he observed an enormousrange of cultural practices,
which he documented-in forty-three manuscripts. He also
wrote twe books of poetry and four volumes of folklore.
Born_in Torquay, England, Burton was raised by his
‘English parents primarily in PFrance. He briefly attended
Trinity College, Oxford, but was expelled in 1842 for
msubordmanon He then joined the Bombay army, and
served in Iedia {in present-day Pakistan) until 1 18s0.
Working-as an intelligence officer, Burton learned to imper-
sonate Muslim merchants. His reputation was called into
question and his military career cut short, however, when a
rival officer spread-word that Burton had been investigating
homosexual bathheuses in Karachi, fail ling to divulge that
Burton had done-so under orders frema senior officer.
After returning to France and writing four books about
India, Burton departed in 1853 for CAIRO, disguised as an
Afghan Muslim. From Cairo he traveled to Medina, and
then on to Mecca, a city forbidden to all non-Muslims. He
sketched and described in great detail the mosque and the
Ka’bah, the great ML slim holy site, and later documented
the jouzzney in Ptlgnmage to El-Medinah and Mecca (1855).
Immediately afterward Burton traveled to Harar, in the
Ch'erch’er Mountains of Somaliland (present-day
SoMAL1A), a center of Muslim missionary activity and
slave trading. He described rhis risky Joumev in First
Footsteps in East Afnca (1856).

Later in 1855 Burton set off on an expedition to find the.

source of the White N1LE with John Hanning SPEKE. The
party was attacked en route, and Speke was badly hurt.
Burton himself was wounded by a javelin piercing through
his cheeks, which forced him to return to England. During
the next year the two men resumed their search, and this
tdme faced debilitating illnesses, Burton, weak from
MALARIA, had to remain in Tabora, while the somewhat
healthier Speke continued alone to LAKE VICTORIA, which
“he declared to be the source of the White Nile. Burton-was
skeptical of Speke’s claim that Lake Victoria was the source
of the Nile, a conclusion that Speke based on hearsay
rather than firsthand knowledge. Resentful that Speke’s
“discovery” was celebrated, and unable to procure funds
for resuming his own exploration, Burton became increas-
ingly antagonistic toward his old friend.
Burton next traveled to Salt Lake City, Utah, where he
conducted research on Mormonism for his book City of the
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Saints (1861). Back in London; he married his long-time
fove, Isabel Arundell, in 1861—secretly, owing to her
Roman Catholic affiliation.

From 1861-until 1864 Burton served as a British-consul
te- FernandoPo, a Spanish-ruled island off the coast of
present-day CAMEROON (but a part of BQUATORIAL
GuiNEga). During his stay, he visited several West Afiican
regions, including DAHOMEY (now BENIN). His observa-
tions_provided material for five more ethnographies. After
returning to England, Burton was-invited to debate Speke’s
claims at a meeting of the British Association for the
Advancement of Science. While awaiting Speke’s arrival,
he was informed that Speke had shot himself while hunt-
ing, and had died. Burton suspected suicide. .

Burton spent four years athis next British consular pest

. inSantoes, Brazil. Unhappy andin poor health, he was helped

by his wife, who set_off for England, where she wsed her
influence to secure him a post in Damascus. He was dis-
missed in 1871, ostensibly after he-tried to protect members

a Muslim sect-who wished to convert.to Christianity

-)IH‘IHCT Th" Fn”nwmcrqur he hecame the r-r\ncn] tn Trieg

Italy, where he rernalned with his wife until-his death.
While living in Trieste he published numerous books,
attacking Victorian values and detailing taboo topics, from
homosexuality to -erotica. Despite his translation of the
Kama Sutra of Vatsyayana and his daring, unconventional
essays, he was eventually knighted in 1886. After Biirton’s
death, his wife, fearing that her husband would be depicted
as perverted and corrupt, burned virtually his entire collec-
tion of journals. Regardless of this historical loss, Burton’s.
remarkable career and his contributions to African ethno-

graphy continue to be celebrated.

See also EXPLORERS IN AFRICA SINCE 1800.
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Burundi LOUAL7F i/)

Country located between East and Central Aftica,
bordered by Rwanda, the Democratic Republic of Congo,
and Tanzania.

N iﬁeteenth~cenmry European travelers described the king-
dom of Burundi as “a land of almost ideal beauty.” Today,
the national borders of Burundi, one of Affica’s most
densely populated countries, remain virtually unchanged,
but political turmoil has disfigured its idyllic landscape.
Formerly ruled by traditional monarchies, Burundi was
colonized by Germany in the late nineteenth century and
remained under German and then Belgian administration
until its independence in 1962. Just ten years after inde-
pendence, an abortive coup d’état provoked brutal mas-
sacres, claiming the lives of more than 100,000 people.
Tens of thousands more have since died, particularly in

& zﬂ%

Encyclopedia of Africa, vol. I, edit. Kwame Anthony Appiah, Henry Louis
Gates, Jr., New York, Oxford University Press, 2010, ISAM DN. 234299.




56

MEDIAS ET CONFLITS EN AFRIQUE

faire aussitSt lyncher.

Les choses continuérent ainsi jusqu’a la veille des élections de 1996.
Ces élections étaient extrémement importantes, car elles allaient nous
permeture de congédier la junte au pouvoir A Freetown.*

Depuis des mois, les programmes de Kiss Radio, relayant et
vulgarisant le travail de la Commission électorale nationale, accogdaient
une place prépondérante 3 leur préparation. Bien des gens avaient peur.
d’aller voter, mais nous nous efforcions aussi de présenter les dispositions
prises pour la sécurité des électeurs.

Nous en étions 13 quand le bruit se répandit que des soldats
préparaient une fausse attaque rebelle pour couper court aux élections.
Les civils éraient plus remontés que jamais contre les sobels, mais le
régi'ment de Bo fit savoir que les bornes étaient dépassées. Nous allions
d‘roxt, selon une rumeur de plus en plus insistante, vers une attaque en
régle des soldats contre la population, autrement dit vers un carnage.

1l aura fallu plusieurs heures de discussion serrée pour que le
commandement militaire, la police, les autorités locales et les chefs
traditionnels parviennent i s'entendre sur un communiqué appelant
tout le monde au calme. La diffusion de ce communiqué sur Kiss Radio
aura contribué A éviter le pire, mais cette expérience nous a surtout
conduits 3 lancer une vaste campagne d’éducation civique surles relations
entre civils et militaires en temps de guerre.

" ; . .
) Le coup d'Etat sanglant du major Koromah, sabe notoire, raménera
néanmoins I'armée au pouvoir en mai 1997,
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Médias burundais,
combien de divisions ?

Par Jean-Bosco Gahutu

Toute vérité n’est pas bonne 3 dire au Burundi. Le plus souvent, et
comme partout, elle finit quand méme par se manifester au grand jour,
mais ici, parfois, de maniére particuliérement explosive et violente. Dans
notre société de tradition orale et a habitat dispersé, la diversité d’opinions,
la primauté de la personne humaine sur le groupe, lautonomie et la
responsabilité de I'individu, la promotion des plus méritants ou
Peffacement des anciennes générations devant les générations montantes,
ne sont pas des valeurs communément admises.

Le principe d’une compétition permanente, soutenue et protégée par
les lois d’un Etat de droit, ne figure pas parmi nos traditions nationales.
Pas plus que Pidée de soumettre toute contradiction au débat, au dialogue
et & Parbitrage. La contradiction n’est pas encore acceptée comme
positive, constructive, porteuse de progrés et signe des temps d’une
conscience historique en évolution. Revendiquer ses droits est ici
synonyme de subversion ; une majorité de Burundais n’y voit que la
défense d’intéréts égoistes. = :

A contre-courant de I'époque et de ses dynamiques d’intégration
régionale et mondiale, bien des fuites en avant, vers la désintegration du
Burundi, en découlent. De quelque bord qu’on soit, persiste en fait la
croyance en une vérité unique, infaillible, indiscutable, un temps incarnée
par un «Pére de la Nation » qu'on n’aurait osé ni contredire ni méme
éclairer par le moindre argument. Le monopole gouvernemental de la

parole a disparu, mais ses stigmates demeurent : on est de ce camp-ciou
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Hardship
case

These two small countries,
formerly administered by
Belgium, make up what is
sometimes referred to as the
‘Heart of Africa', east of
Zaire, North of Tanzania and
west of Uganda. They now
face unprecedented
economic problems which
give rise to fears that unrest
and violence which were
common here in the early
seventies might reappear if
international community will
not come to the rescue with
effective measures designed
to remedy the situation.

The much higher cost of fuel
and therefore of transport for
these two landlocked
countries has aggravated the
problems at a time when they
barely irecovered from the
calamity earlier this year
when most of the supplies
were cut off because of the
war tn Uganda as these
mainly come from the Kenyan
port of Mombasa.

Both countries have addres-
sed urgent appeals to inter-
national organisations and
friendly Governments for
help, and in Bujumbura, the
capital of Burundi, a round-
table conference of donor
countries and agencies, many
of them Arab, was in progress
when the writer visited the
city this November. A con-
sensus was reached at this
conference that Burundi —
the conference being confined
to that country — needed sub-
stantial external assistance to
develop.

In Rwanda people are
sayving that there were
already cases of famine this
vear as the harvest of food
crops including the beans,
which is the stable nourish-
ment in the region, failed on
account of drought.

The economic situation in
both countries is rapidly
deteriorating because
deforestation has been af-
fecting rain formation thus
adding to the disastrous con-
sequences of soil erosion and
even appearance of desert-
like surfaces, especially on
top of the hills and mountains.

Most of the people live on
such hills and mountains
where -soil erosion is par-
ticularly acute.

Both countries have

o
launched

extensive
agricultural programmes to
remedy the situation, but it
will necessarily take a great
deal of time before the results
are such as to change the ex-
isting state of affairs on a
national level.

In Rwanda the writer in-
spected a large rural develop-
ment and re-afforestation
project supported by the
United Nations Development
Programme and international
expertise supplied by the Food
and Agriculture Organisation.
The project has succeeded in
solving some of the basic
problems of rural develop-
ment in the country and the
solutions found at the project
level can now be applied more
widely. One of the key
achievements of this project
has been to convince the local
peasantry of the need to
replant the slopes of their hills
with trees and bushes. This is
now being done in neat rows
and terraces under expert
guidance of FAO agronomists.

The problem, as indeed
elsewhere in the developing
world, is to persuade the pea-
sants that it is in their own in-
terest to effect the changes
which are necessary for the
rehabilitation of the soil and
improvement of agricultural
methods.

Absence of dialogue and
communication with local
people has been one of the
legacies of the colonial past.
Belgian colonial authorities
did not bother to convince the
peasants of the need for such
soil protection measures as
might have been intreduced.
For instance, the colonial
authorities simply ordered the
construction of terraces on
the hills. The peasants
obeyed. But when the
Belgians left the terraces
were abandoned as the pea-
sants did not understand the
need for them and simply
regarded them as a colonial
imposition.

But after some years the
soil began to deteriorate to
such an extent that the pea-
sants began to worry and FAO
experts were able to persuade
them to resume the work of
making terraces by digging
ditches and planting parallel
rows of strong grass as ad-
ditional reinforcement for the
soil. Otherwise the soil runs
off with rainwater. The grass
also serves as fodder for
cattle. In between ditches on
the slopes, trees, bushes and
various crops are planted.

Also important was that the

cattle were now housed in
stables, constructed with FAQ
assistance, instead of being
allowed to roam freely over
hills and devour their vegeta-
tion. Moreover, the dung ac-
cumulated in the stables
serves as excellent manure
for the fields.

‘We would never have suc-
ceeded in bringing the peasant
on our side without patient
persuasion work in which the
farmers and their families
were regularly invited to
educational meetings’, the
FAO expert explained.

This democratic method of
consultation, together with
the farmer’s own positive ex-
perience of new methods,
were instrumental in creating
the required psychological
climate in which reforms
could successfully be in-
troduced.

In Burundi, where condi-
tions are very similar, T was
told of a mistake having been
made at a development
project when farm innova-
tions, judged essential by ex-
patriate agronomists, were
explained oiily o the male
part of the population. But it
is the women who do most of
the farm work in Burundi, as
well_as Rwanda. Only when
women were brought into con-
sultation things began to
change really.

In a large, integrated rural
project at Gitega, a town
some 100 km west of Bujum-
bura, excellent results were

“achieved with the help of

UNDP and other United
Nations agencies acting
together. Yields of traditional
crops were much improved
and new plants, such as soya
beans, were brought in for
their nutritive value. Fer.
tilisers, pesticides and
selected seeds have been
made available to farmers
through a rudimentary co-
operative organisation.

In fact, the project has been
paying its way financially and
the success of it has been such
that the World Bank now
agreed to finance a much
larger provincial project
which in turn can be expanded
to cover most of the country,
based on practical results of
the UNDP-assisted Gitega
scheme.

Both countries now appear
to have stable governments,
headed by military men and
are committed to economic
development in cooperation
with external agencies,
specially Arab.

Since 1973 Arab aid has in-

_themselves, but taking ma

¥
“tangible results. The leaders
Imboth countries told me they

13

creased considerably, not only
in economic but also in
cultural fields. The Muslim
community in Rwanda,
representing about 8 per cent
of the total population, has
been given a new mosque built
this year with Libyan help. An
elementary school is added to
the mosque and a secondary
school is planned, also with
aid from Libya. The Arab
Bank for Economic Develop-
ment (BADEA) has been
active in both countries, in
respect of rural development,
road construction and sewage
and drainage works par-
ticularly. Bilateral Arab
Funds,

including the Saudi,
Kuwaiti and Abu%ﬁéﬁ?ﬁﬂéﬁ"

“have developed alively ac.

Tivity —in all spheéres of
economic life of Rwanda and

_Burundi..In the latter country,

for example, the writer saw a

very successful fishery

project on the lake Tanganyka

_partly”financed by the Abu

Dhabi_Fund._The project is

already making an impact on

tish supplies for the city of Bu-
jumbura as well as local
employment.

sBut much of the Arab aid is
to finance individual develop-

ment projects. useful in

year

would like to have more im-
mediate aid from the Arabs,
especially now after the sharp
new increases in petroleum
prices.

OPEC is not a popular in-
stitution in Rwanda and
Burundi right now and the
same goes for the rest of non-
oil exporting Africa. The ques-
tion which must be faced is
what the petroleum exporting
countries can do to help im-
prove the current situation.m

® The first congress of the
National Unity and Progress
Party (Uprona) of Burundi
last month elected Col
Jean-Baptiste Bagaza, head of
state of Burundi as party
president for a five year term.
The congress also elected 48
members, including 13 from
the military and five women
of the Uprona central comit-
tee. The 13 military men in
the committee were previous-
ly members of the supreme
military council which is now
abolished.

The congress also adopted
the charter and statutes of the
party and announced
measures of amnesty.
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Today, mentioning Burundi evokes directly the con-
flicts which opposed Tutsis and Hutus in 1993 and
1995-6, just as in Rwanda. The Muslim community in
Burundi does not exceed two to five percent of the
popuiation, but their history and their behaviour in
the last tragic conflicts between Hutus and Tutsis de-
serve to be analysed.

»>
Quartier asiatique

Muslims in Burundi live mainly in cities
such as Gitega, Rumonge, Nyanza, Muyinga,
and Makamba. The largest Muslim commu-
nity lives in the capital, Bujumbura, espe-
cially in the neighbourhoods of Buyenzi,
Bwiza and the quartier asiatique {originally
created for the Indian and Arab traders by
the colonial Beigian rulers), where the main
mosque is situated. The lIslamic Cultural
Centre, built by the Libyan government
under the Bagaza presidency (1976-1987),is
also located there.

The Mustims in Burundi have miscelia-
neous origins. Besides a small number of
converts from among the ‘original’ Burundi-
ans ~ Hutus and Tutsis - an important Con-
golese population settled in Bujumbura,
which lies some kilometres away from the
border with Congo. The large Rwandan
community also includes numerous Mus-
lims. The Warabu - Kiswahili for ‘Arabs’ - are
Omani and Yemeni traders who have lived
in Burundi or in other neighbouring East
African countries since several generations,
Most of them have forgotten Arabic: they
speak Kiswahili and the national language
Kirundi, or even French, Other Arabs from
Sudan, Mauritania and Lebanon have come
more recently to trade in the capital. Mustim
Bahindi, a name given to the Indians and
Pakistanis, also settied in the country long
ago and are often confused with the
Warabu.

Besides those communities, West Africans
arrived in the country in the last decades.
Otiginally, they were traders coming from
Mali, Senegal and tvory Ceast, impeorting
duthes and fabrics or dealing with gold ex-
tracted from Congelese mines. Most of the
West African traders left the country when
conflict broke out in 1993, afthough some
still have small shops in the central market
or in Bwiza.

Diverse Origins

tslam was introduced by Arab and Swahili
traders, Since the early 19" century, cara-
vans coming from the indian Ocean coast
penetrated as far as Ujiji (today in Tanzania),
on the bank of Tanganyika Lake looking for
ivory and later for siaves. Around 1850, they
created a colony at Uvira, on the Congolese
edge of the lake. Both cities became the
meeting points of the caravans and traders
- Arabs as well as Africans like Swahili,
Banyamwezi, Bamanyema ~ began to ex-
<hange their products with Nyanza and Ru-
monge, coastal cities located in Burundi,

Little by little, islam penetrated the coun-
try. In 1885, the governor of Ujiji, Mo-
hammed Bin Khalfan (called Rumaliza in
Kirundi, ‘the one who takes everything’), de-
cided to extend his power to the North, aim-
ing to reach more ivory and slaves. Bin Khal-
fan was a member of the Barwani's, a fa-
mous Omani family that had settled in East
Africa. He multiplied his incursions on the
Burundian coast of the take - although he
never succeeded in penetrating the country
in a long-lasting way - firmiy defended by
King Mwezi Gisabo.

In the 1890s, when the first missionaries
arrived in what is now Bujumbura, they
found some Wangwana, a name given at
this time to the Muslim Africans in Central

‘Muslims in Burundi

Discretion and
Neutrality

Africa. The presence of islam in the city then
increased with German colonization: a large
part of the askaris - indigenous soldiers in-
cluded in the colonial troops - were Mus-
lims, while Indian and Arab traders has-
tened to the city, wishing to profit from the
developing site. The Germans also incorpo-
rated many Swahili and Banyamwezi into
the police and the administration. Kiswahili
became German East Africa’s official lan-
guage, alongside German of course. When
World War | broke out, the majority of Bu-
jumbura's population professed Islam. At
this time, the Burundians preferred to live
inside the country, far from the lake. A local
tradition even held that the King could not
look at the Tanganyika Lake, for if so he
would die. The Burundians started to settle
down in this city with the Belgian coloniza-
tion, which began in 1919. But even then,
the phenomenon was slow to increase; in
1957, Burundians constituted not much
more than 27 percent of Bujumbura’s popu-
lation. Besides them, there were more than
80 so-called ‘tribes’ speaking 34 different
languages and using Swabhili as their lingua
franca. And Muslims still constituted 35.6
percent of this mixed population. The Bu-~
rundian Muslims are Sunnis. However, a
small Shiite mosque is located in the quarti-
er asiatique, mostly frequented by Indians
and Pakistanis. There are also some Ibazi -
Swahili for badites — coming mainly from
Zanzibar and Oman.

In Burundi, Musiims have a close relation-
ship with Kiswahili, a Bantu-language con-
taining an important vocabulary from Ara-
bic. It is even rare to meet a Muslim who
does not speak this language. In the same
way, ‘Swahili’ is the term commonly used to
say ‘Muslims’ in Burundi, and the Muslim
neighbourhood of Gitega, the second city of
the country, is called the quartier swahili.
Prayers are uttered in Arabic, as is the read-
ing of the Koran, although believers use
Kiswahili translations of the masafi (from
Arabic mushaf) and the juzu (Arabic juz) of
the Holy Book as well. Recently, a local intel-
lectual translated some prayers into Kirundi,
which were published in Kenya with Saudi
funds. It should be said that Kiswahili does
nat belong te the Muslims alone: most of
Bujumbura’s inhabitants understand it. It is
even used for mass in some churches, and
television and radio programmes are broad-
cast in this language.

Away from Politics

During the tragic conflicts between Hutus
and Tutsis in 1993 and 1995-6, Muslims
stayed out of the clashes. In Buyenzi, a man
remembers that ‘during the events, our
neighbourhood was called ‘Swiss’, until the
army threatened to transform it in a new
Tchetchenial’ In 1995, when the army did
away with the Hutu neighbourhood of Ka-
menge, its inhabitants fled directly to the
‘neutral’ Buyenzi, which is now overcrowd-
ed. In Rwanda, the situation was much the
same, This does not, however, mean 1
imply that alt Muslims completely withheld
from participation in the massacres. Certain
Muslims are wanted by the Burundian Jus-
tice for their participation and some are
now being judged in Arusha for participa-
tion in the Rwandan genocide.

During the last years, conversion to Islam
in both Burundi and Rwanda has firmly in-
creased. Of course this could be due to a
general need for spirituality after such a
tragedy. There is also an observable new en-
thusiasm for Catholic and especially Protes-
tant churches, Itis nonetheless obvious that
islam attracts many for its having been neu-
tral during the conflicts. How can this neu-
trality be explained? Many Muslims say it is
due to the fact that they identify themselves
as Musfims, and not as Hutus or Tutsis. This
idyllic point of view, however, is not always
true. Some Burundian Muslims emphasize
their ‘ethnic’ roots; others do not. A Muslim

!
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clerk of Bujumbura stated that the newly
converted insist more than the others on
their ethnicity and he does not hide his fear
of this new phenomenon.

Issa Ngendakumana is a Muslim and a for-
mer minister, currently residing in Belgiurn.
He remembers very well that he understood
his ethnic origin only in 1972, when the
army killed thousands of Hutus, Before this,
he never wondered whether he was a Tutsi
or a Hutu. According to him, this was not
due to his refigion: at the time, a {ot of peas-
ants did not really care whether they were
Hutu or Tutsi. Ngendakumana stresses that
most of the Musiims are of foreign origin
and so they do not identify with this dual vi-
sion of society. He also recalls that Muslims
do not participate in political life. And it is
the politicians who emphasize the so-calied
difference between Hutu and Tutsi, To date
there have been only five Muslim ministers,
and this, only since the nineties.

How can the distance from power be ex-
piained? A local Muslim journalist in Burun-
di asserted that his co-religionists were ex-
cluded from schools, and thus were exclud-
ed from political activities. Some have taken
a Christian name in order to pursue their
studies. Again, Ngendakumana placed that
assumption into perspective: ‘There has
never been a real discrimination toward
Muslims at school, even if we can observe
much less education among Muslims. But
schools in Burundi have been first created
and managed by the Cathotic Church. Thus,
Muslim students didn't feel at ease in these
institutions...”

This leads to another part of the explana-
tion. The Catholic Church cannot be sepa-
rated from Burundian (and Rwandan) con-
temporary history, It may be positively or
negatively perceived, but it is never seen as
a neutral observer. Catholicism was im
planted in Burundi and Rwanda as a tool of
colonial power, and it has developed theo-
ries which ceinforced the difference be-
tween Hutu and Tutsi. After the indepen-
dence, it maintained the role at times of an
ally, at others as an opponent of the yovern
ment. The churches were used by some
priests to exhort or to justify their crimes.
But Islam is never associated with political
events in the area. On the other hand, the
few Muslims who took part in the massacres
generally acted as individuals, never as be-
lievers using their faith to exterminate their
brothers, A last point W put Torward 14 that
Muslims are traders and live in towns. They
are not directly involved in land possession
and exploitation, both key elements in the
understanding of the conflict in an over-
crowded and agricultural area. Whatever
the reasons, the behaviour of Burundian
Muslims is worth mentioning. 1t is a proof
that the ‘ethnic’ scission is not a fatality in
Burundi. @

Xavier Luffin teaches Arabic at the Vrij Universiteit
Brussel, Brussefs, Belgium,

E-mail: ekana@nirvanet.net
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University Libraries,
College Libraries

Ecole narmale supérieure,
Bibliothéque, BP 1065, Bujumbura
T: 3544,

Deogratias Ndayizeye;
11000 vols 02821

Université du Burundi, Direction
des Bibliotheques, 29, av de
"Uprona, BP 1320, Bujumbura
T: 5196/6446;

1964; Firmin Kinigi;
110 000 vols; 1270 curr per;
libr loan; IFLA 02822

Special Libraries
Maintained by Other
Institutions

Alliance frangaise, Bibliothéque,
BP 894, Bujumbura
1953; William Hens;
11000 vols; 10 curr per 02923

Centre Culturel Américain,
United States Information Service,
Bibliothéque Martin Luther King Jr,
20-22 Chaussee Prince Louis
Rwagasore, BP 810, Bujumbura
T: {3) 3312;

1861; Deogratias Niragira;
3200 vols; 43 curr per; 200 av-mat;
ABBAD 02924

Centre culturel frangais,
Bibliothéque, BP 460, Bujumbura
1963; Claire Tagand;

20 000 vols; 80 curr per 02925

Institut des sciences
agronomiques du Burundi
(ISABU), Direction générale,
Bibliotheque, BP 795, Bujumbura
T: 3884; CA: Isabu-Bujumbura;
4000 vols; 47 curr per;
libr loan 02926

Laboratoire de recherches
vétérinaires, Bibliothéque, av du
Port, BP 227, Bujumbura
CA: Labovet;

200 vols 02927

- Public Libraries - -

Bibliothéque publique, BP 950,
Bujumbura
27 000 vols 02928
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SOUTH-WESTERN AFRICA

Ceasefire Agreehent

South Africa, Cuba and Angola on
August 8th announced a formal cess-
ation of hostilities in the Namibian bor-
der conflict that has scarred the region
for most of the last two decades.
SWAPO, the Namibian nationalist
movement. has agreed to abide by the
ceasefire, Unita, the Angolan rebel
movement, has not. The ceasefire.
which will take effect immediately, is
the next logical step in the painstaking
but increasingly promising negotiating
process that began in London in May
(p. 8874). :

A joint statement issued in Luanda,
Havana, Washington and Pretoria (see
box) said the parties involved had set
September Ist as a deadline for agree-
ment on a timetable for total Cuban
military withdrawal from Angola, an
issue which still divides the parties
deeply. South Africa has proposed a
seven-month timetable to match the
Namibian independence schedule. The
Angolan—Cuban proposal is four years.
The issue was not directly discussed at
the talks in Geneva from August
2nd-5th, which preceded the ceasefire
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dgreement—an indication of its sensi-*
tive nature. A

The three countries also approved a
“comprehensive series of practical steps
that will enhance mutual confidence,
reduce .the risk of military confron-
tation. and create the conditions in the
region necessary to conclude the nego-
tiations.” Among the first of those prac-
tical steps will be a withdrawal by South
Africa from Angola, where it has sev-
eral thousand troops. The South
African Foreign Minister, R. F. “Pik”
Botha., told a Pretoria press conference
that the withdrawal would begin on
August 10th and conclude by Sep-
tember 1st. The statement promised:
“The full effects of these measures will
become apparent in the weeks
ahead”™—an indication that Cuban
troops in southern Angola may simul-
taneously pull back to the north. Mr.
Botha said all the parties were “moving
forward in good faith.”

Agreement on the Cuban withdrawal
issue is now at the top of the agenda.
The three countries accepted South
Africa’s proposal at Geneva that the
process of Namibian independence
should begin on November st this year
if the Cuban withdrawal timetable can
be agreed. But Mr. Botha, on August
8th, reiterated South Africa's position
that implementation of the Security
Council’'s - Resolution 435 .
8775)—calling for free elections—
depends on prior agreement on the
Cuban troop timetable. In this respect.
the only novelty of the statement was
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BOTSWANA

President’s Plane Shot Down

President Quett Masire was discharged
on August 18th from a London chinic
where he had been treated for injuries
received when an Angolan jet fighter
shot down his plane.

Mr. Masire received lacerations to his
back when his 10-seater executive plane
was hit as he flew over Angola on the
way to a regional summit meeting of
front-line states in Luanda on August
Tth.

Fragments of the engine penetrated
the cabin, injuring Mr. Masire, who
flew to London on August 13th for
treatment.

The explosion on board his aircraft
caused its starboard engine to fall off
and forced the pilot to make a hazard-
ous emergency landing.

According to a statement from the
presidential office in Gaborone, the
Botswanan capital, the- mid-afternoon
explosion occurred over Angola as Dr.
Masire and six other passengers, includ-
ing two Cabinet ministers, were on their
way to Luanda for a meeting of six
African frontline states, convened to
discuss the latest developments in
regional peace talks (p. 8963).

The aircraft, a 10-seat, twin-engined,
executive jet purchased from British
Aerospace earlier in 1988, was flying at
38,000ft, the statement said. The star-
board engine “exploded and fell off”
and fragments of metal penetrated the
cabin causing minor lacerations to Dr.
Masire’s back.

Mr. Festus Mogae, the Permanent
Secretary in Dr. Masire's office, said
that the Botswanan pilot of the aircraft,
and his British co-pilot, appeared to
have performed “some remarkable fly-
ing” in landing it safely at the town of
Kuito (formerly Silva Porto), situated
on the Benguela railway in Bié province
some 350 miles southeast of Luanda
(see map).
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From Kuito, Dr. Masire was flown to
a Luanda hospital in the personal plane
of his Angolan counterpart, President
dos Santos.

The Botswanan chief of protocol,
who was sitting behind Dr. Masire, was
also slightly injured.

Rumours began circulating immedi-

ately in Johannesburg and- Gaborone
that the plane might have been hit by
a missile or sabotaged while on the
ground.

However, the Angolan government
admitted in a diplomatic note, that an
Angolan MiG jet fighter mistook the
presidential jet for an enemy aircraft
and fired at it.

A

B

C

PRNSS——

September 15 1988

Africa Research Bulletin - 8879

Angolan Apologies

Angola has officially apologised to
Botswana for shooting at the executive
jet, Botswana Minister for Presidential
Affairs, Ponatshego Kedikil we, said on
August 13th.

In an interview with the Botswana
Press Agency, Mr. Kedikilwe said
relations between the two governments
would remain cordial despite the presi-
dent’s narrow escape from death.

Angola has appointed a board of
inquiry into the incident, the official
Angolan news agency Angop said on
August 14th.

(TT 9/8, Ind 14/8, DN 19/8)

BURUNDI

Tribal Massacre in the North

Precise figures for the numbers who
died in the massacres in northern
Burundi in August are not, and may
never be, known. Neither is it known
how exactly the killing began. What is
certain is that the violence has brought
about the death or mutilation of tens of
thousands and forced many others to
flee across the border to Rwanda.

The situation is reminiscent of the
systematic slaughter of 1972 in which
more than 100,000 people are said to
have died (pp. 2507, 2537). Then, and
again now, the principal victims have
been the majority Hutu population who
live in a country dominated by Tutsi.
While the immediate cause of the viol-
ence remains obscure, its genesis clearly
lies in the endemic suspicion and fear
between the Hutu and the Tutsi.

There are differing versions as to
what started the killings but it is gener-
ally believed that it was sparked off by
a focal dispute. In one account, a Tutsi
soldier shot dead two Hutu civilians
which led to a riot in which 800 to 1,000
Tutsis were killed. This led to the alm-
ost-exclusively Tutsi army bombing and
burning Hutu villages.

In another account, the massacres
started after months of army
manoeuvres aimed at checking Hutu
smuggling of coffee, Burundi’s principal
cash crop and the source of 80% of
its income, across the border to richer
Rwanda. The Hutu revolted around
August 6th, killing perhaps as many as
2.000 Tutsi and dumping them in the
TiVers.

The government blames unspecified
outside agitators for inflaming the
Hutu. Perhaps the most plausible expla-
nation is that fears were raised by the
unannounced army manoeuvres. Hutu
tribesmen feared the army presence was
preparation for a new massacre and
armed themselves with machetes and
spears. That began a cycle of rising
apprehension and culminated in attacks
on the Tutsi.

After the attacks, the almost exclus-
ively Tutsi army moved into Ntega and
Marangara. Diplomats and other
sources in Bujumbura suggest extensive
reprisals were carried out against Hutu
villagers. (WA, Ind 29/8)

Savage Reprisals

First news of the killings came in a
statement on August 18th from the
official Burundi News Agency. It
claimed that men, women and children
from the Tutsi tribe. were being.mass-
acred and their houses burned down
by “extremists intent on starting tribal
war.” “Everything indicates that the
number of dead is very high and is still
rising,” it said.

It said Burundian residents in a
neighbouring country. which it did not
name, had crossed into Burundi to try
to start tribal war in two communes in
the north.

The military government had
declared a nationwide curfew and
imposed travel restrictions throughout
the country in efforts to control the viol-
ence, the agency said.

It quoted M. Cyprien Mbonimpa,
Foreign Minister, as telling diplomats
in Bujumbura on August 17th: “For
these troublemaking extremists, the sol-
ution of the problems of Burundi can
only be achieved by the extermination
of part of the population.”

However, as direct accounts of the
army’s behaviour emerged from inter-
views with survivors in Rwanda, it
became clear that this account was put
out by the government to justify
reprisals against the Hutu people, who
make up nearly 85% of the population
but have no political power.

The government had put out an exag-
gerated claim of 24,000 deaths to justify
its own counter-measures.

Tutsi refugees who fled to Rwanda
were followed by a much larger flood
of Hutu who said the army, dominated
by the Tutsi, had moved in on August

17th and launched a reprisal slaughter
of the Hutu.

They used helicopters, armoured’
vehicles. machineguns and bayonets to
slaughter the unarmed peasants of their
ancient enemies. the Hutu, according
to eyewitness accounts.

Mr. Code Cisse, representative in
Rwanda of the UN High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR), toured the bor-
der area on August 20th-21st and said:
“We cannot talk about a civil war
because only one side is armed. It has
become a massacre by the Burundian
army.” :

According to Hutu refugees in
Rwanda, Burundian soldiers went from
house fo house in Marangara and Ntega
bayonetting Hutu men. women and
children. Hundreds of bodies have been
seen floating down the river.

(GD. Ind 23/8, D. Tel 19/8. FT 23/8)

Hisiorical Background

A poor, tiny and largely ignored
country. Burundi is a volcano of racial
conflict which had erupted many times
in the past.

The conflict can be explained at its
crudest as a 400-year-oid clash between
the original agrarian communities of
Hutu people and the tall northern
invaders—the Tutsis—who arrived
from Sudan and Ethiopia in the 16th
and 17th centuries. The Tutsi adopted
the language of the Hutu, Kirundu, but
turned the resident peasant farmers into
a serf ctass. Ever since then, the Hutu.
who now make up nearly 85% of the
population, have been dominated by
the Tutsis, who are about 15% of the
population.

Although this is an oversimplification
—there has been widespread mntermar-
riage and merging of the two
peoples—when the Kiiling comes, peo-
ple are picked because they are ident-
ified as belonging to the other group.

The last major slaughter took place
in 1972 when 100,000 Hutu were mass-
acred, The only reliable figures came
from the Université Officielle in the
capital Bujumbura, where a third of the
students were killed or disappeared and
the main secondary school where at
least 300 out of 700 pupils were killed.

Slightly larger than Wales with nearly
twice the population. Burundi is one of
the poorest and most densely populated
countries in Africa, relying almost com-
pletely on coffee and tea for foreign
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Une des rares photographies de Mwezi Gisabo
prise ala fin de sa vie.
(Archives des Peres blanes).
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Mwezi Gisabo
et le maintien d’une fragile indépendance

0

En 1858 l'explorateur Richard Bur-
ton, venu visiter les rives nord du lac
Tanganyika, entendit parler d'un mysté-
rieux roi de « ’'Ouroundi » (comme disaient
ses guides arabes et swahili), le mwami
Mwezi. Depuis sa capitale perchée sur les
montagnes dominant le lac, il pouvait
« réunir presque immédiatement un nom-
bre considérable de guerriers qui faisaient
la terreur de ses voisins ». Ce n’était pour-
tant alors qu’un jeune prince récemment
intronise. D’aprés ce que nous savons
aujourd’hui, il régnait sur le Burundi de-
puis environ 1852. I disparut en 1908.
Durant ce demi-siécle de régne, Mwezi
Gisabo garda cette auréole de mystére et
de puissance. Jusqu'en 1903, certains dou-
térent méme de son existence terrestre | En
réalité ce souverain, maitre d’une des plus
grandes monarchies de la zone des Grands
Lacs est-africains, héritier d'une tradition
vénérée. eut a gouverner un royaume a la
fois 4 son apogeée et confronté a une série
de crises dont la plus grave fut irruption
des colonisateurs allemands. Jusqu'au bout
il resta le mwami de ses ancétres.

Un miilion de montagnards

A l'avénement de Mwezi. le Burundi
occupait & peu pres ses frontiéres actuelles,
ce qui représentait quelque 26 000 km?
Avec le Rwanda, son voisin du nord, et le
Buganda, c'était donc un des pius grands
Etats de cette partie de I’ Afrique orientale.
Il controlait des régions assez variées : une
plaine (’'Imbo) correspondant a'la rive
nord-est du lac Tanganyika et a la vallée
de la Rusizi (de 800 a 900 m d'altitude) :
un grand escarpement nord-sud qui domi-
ne cette plaine et dont les crétes les plus
elevées dépassent 2 000 m ; des plateaux
étagés d’ouest en est de 1 800 a [ 500 m,
drainés par la Ruvubu et ses affluents (qui

>
ra

| au Burundi
\)@.w\r\ ~Vierre Chredlen ot

o))

fournissent a la Kagera et donc au bassin
du Nil ses eaux les plus méridionales) ; des
dépressions a environ 1 200 m, au nord-est
(lacs du Bugesera) et au sud-est (région du
Kumoso et vallée de la Malagarazi évo-
quant déja les paysages du Buha).

Néanmoins le cceur du pays est repré-
senté par le triangle montagneux marqué
sur la carte par la valiée de la Kanyaru au
nord. la créte du Mugamba a Pouest, les
hauteurs du Buyogoma a lest et les mas-
sifs du Buragane au sud. Ces «hauts
plateaux » offrent en fait un paysage de
collines (imisozi) innombrables aux som-
mets arrondis, séparées les unes des autres
par des vallées a fond plat qui, au XIX® sié-
cle, étaient remplies de marais de papyrus.
Ce bastion représentait une sorte de zone-
refuge a la fois par ses possibilités défensi-
ves et par la qualité de son climat d’altitude
humide et frais. La grande forét primaire
qui le couvrait a lorigine avait reculé
depuis plusieurs millénaires, ne subsistant
qu'en lambeaux au nord du Mugamba et
laissant place a des paysages profondé-
ment humanisés ou alternent des patura-
ges, des champs de haricots ou de sorgho,
des bananeraies et des groupes d’enclos
accrochés aux flancs des collines. Malgré
I"absence de villages et le caractére appa-
remment insaisissable de sa population, les
premiers observateurs étrangers furent tres
impressionnés par la densité de la popula-
tion Rundi. A la fin du x1x® siécle, Mwezi
Gisabo régnait sur au moins un million de
sujets.

L'ancienneté de cette société agro-
pastorale se lisait non seulement dans la
densité démographique, mais aussi dans la
richesse de ses structures. La dispersion de
I'habitat aurait été impossible sans cela.
Malgré les manipulations subies durant les
soixante ans de domination coloniale, on

3
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CHAPTER 14
L
ZAIRE, RWANDA AND BURUND
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The apocalypse, an influential Belgian magistrate wrote at the end
of his colonial career, was due in 2026. University graduates,
mutinous soldiers, and messianic religious figures would sweep
away the massive colonial edifice constructed by Belgium in
Central Africa. Nationalism and Pan-Africanism were the ineluc-
table consequence of education and modernisation; the achieve-
ments of the colonial system, to our satirical jurist, contained ‘the
rerm of their own destruction’.! Elements of this prophecy were
to find their echo in the momentous transformations compressed
into the third of a century from 1940 to 1975. A series of shock
waves totally altered the political landscape: a nationalist explosion
in Zaire? that engulfed the prudent calendars and Furafrican
visions of the coloniser, the turbulent eddies of which finally gave
way to the would-be leviathan state of Mobutu Sese Seko
(Joseph-Désiré);? an ethnic revolution in Rwanda, and a pre-
carious ethnocracy in Burundi, with the liquidation of the
historical monarchies in both. As the Second World War began,
however, virtually no one had any premonition of the sea
changes in store.

The formal structure of the colonial state was in many respects
the logical prolongation of the absolutist Léopoldian state. The
centralised personal control the monarch aspired to achieve had
as its counterpart the pronounced concentration of powers in the

v paul Salkin, L’ Afrigue Centrale dans cent ans (Paris, 1926).

* The Belgian Congo became known officially as the Republic of the Congo upon
independence in 1960, then the Democratic Republic of the Congo under the 1964
constitution. To distinguish it from its northern neighbour bearing the same name,
it was commonly referred to as ‘Congo-Léopoldville’, then ‘Congo-Kinshasa’ when
the place-name of the capital city was altered in 1966. In 1971, the designation ‘Zaire’
was adopted for both the country and its principal waterway. To reduce confusion,
+7Zaire’ is used throughout here as the term for the independent state.

3 In 1971, all Zairean citizens were required to drop forenames of European
provenance in favour of names of African origin. For persons whose role extends
beyond the name-change date, the former Christian name is indicated in parentheses.
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32 Zaire, Rwanda and Burundi.
metropolitan colonial organs in Brussels. Executive auth(c;nty wlells
vested in the Ministry of Colonies, whose staff —and usually

minister — tended to be recruited from Catholic and conservative

milieux. The royal family also maintained an active interest,
lonial affairs. The king was on @

" o
olitical and economic, 1n € aff king was ¢
Eumber of occasions the source of significant political initiatives.

The Chamber of Deputies received an annual report o? tbcl
‘administration of the colonies, and had to approve icl ng (?trxhx?n
budget, but its role as overseer was oftcn purely nolr{r}ma t.hc 1con-
the colony, improving communications wetre ma 1Irjg e e
centration of power in the govcrnr}‘xent—gcncral in Léop e
(Kinshasa) more effective. The Tilkens r.efor(rlns x;\ 1r903 3indal
sharply circumscribed the autonomy.once enjoyedatthep




e

cill A e o eele Aoy sl U el
S (BLSI B L) L aL DB, L el

sl

SEYT e Dl 3le w2s ((Tusi ) gl P saddl & ach s
Sy S e el b
AT

52 G I \Wﬁufy\ Ao

e - Al At Ll
Capslet Syl

T J.u— oE s ﬁ-\la) RIS
LSl Ll iyl G Aslt

Gyl — 0

J! C_E s‘j\ Al el e Ao ’5‘15\3 s dtys ‘Ls;&' Lre J"”

- S g o
C ol @ Jl dib ke
A NI A oy
T 37 S T S TR B
O L ST ety Sl G el SV sl Cladt oL L)

s

. ( Ruvuna \J}’}))X JURUSRLES
ekl i L 1oa]!
‘}‘L.&.fdm.a(\

;)f<,,

Ja;vuw

S Soe Sds die ¢ D pleal il e Sl B ALl
LSl oty dlan e BN s Galipe Sl 2487 ) 5, LY!

Jsbdl bl esle 000 W1 C Bl BB L GV 521 OF ey

S G e S sy JLasVI 0B Ly ( Tere
o I S S el DLl ey GBS iy
il LU e L ebrdt el S5 o G e

Yie

P JEC I

Tlirsva }‘4'. vonet Vakix
fatam

Kay

R

Tueai?

o z AlLAY

CecUitenadisi
Chead

$734
T

m

e -ttt

e
"
<
Fal

el o o ¢ QW 2B e e LAY e 4 g by 0]
Al Olg d ijﬂ\)b._ﬁ Ldi o u_f;s);\.}\ Lam Lol NH
By s e B35l Ale U1 (S ) dmids wio K ¢ L] JE
58 . -

( Espressed y aa, GNAS | Lg) CL:J:)[ Sd Ao d) lda o
o B DS e 3 BLSL ¢ Ll o 52 JE e
bl ey S ey
iy ity — €

e UK ¢ V1 AL Ot 1 Ol prealt OB OBl SIS

Sl cosl O D e S a8 U i
ool BB AW O A ey ¢ (Sl CIsY CE ¢ sy,

—» \YAY ) \‘LG u_\:.li:....n QCJJ.S wf{‘: S (E.bd.ll (iY\):{injj\

(VY

545 Gt e s o1 3 OEi L o8 el e
o el B ddlate S5 I Al Bl BUT o F e KOs,
O s ¢ p VAl as 1 Ol 2l B aday ¢ a1 s
e Lé;u;)\ G a1l e o ] & Birunga Wy Jlo
o B db ela) &‘MLMMJ@JL};JU)JJ\M\S (perer)
MY Rl e

d eed! BESS Juai 31y C 308 B OWl sy
Ty Ak 13 S DB e s i TS A (Vo)
Sl oSS b ] 3 808 Lme O A Ll oy 1
RPOTSERI A

Ldj gt pr 0 Bubun gallly oa o &l Sl ped 8T,

e




R ]
¢ furious waves of the Atlantic. on the West Coast of Morocco

« <Ugbah bin Nafi- stopped by th

BETEY. SV

I SLAM

IN

AFRICA

by
PROFESSOR MAHMUD BRELVI

e g o e e e

foreword by
PROFESSOR M. M. SHARIF

Introduction by
Dr. ISHTIAQ HUSAIN QURESH!

Tithise v atet Nk any
Istan Avastnnvdary Merkess
Rud@phage

Dew m,l 7)7()@ "

Tas »\\i '
INSTITUTE OF ISLAMIC CULTURE
CLUB ROAD, LAHORE

196§

Ay
R

(48)

The Republic of Ruemda

TR S

The Monarchy of ( Burunch

T
S .

HE former trust Aterritory, comprising Ruanda (or Rwanda) and

T Urundi{or Burundi), which had been administered by Belgium since

World War L, lirst us a League of Nations’ mandate, and then as a
United Nutions’ trust territory, became independent on'1 July 1962. The
provisional institutions set up in the two countries after the constitutional
reforms of November 1959 were superseded by two legislatures elected in
Narch 1961,

Ruanda-Urundi, with a combined estimated (1962) population of app-
roxinately 4,650,000 (with over 200,000 Muslims, i.e. 4%), in a total area
ol about 21,000 sq. miles, have the highest population density in Africa,
fhey are bounded on the north by Uganda, on the east andsouthby
Tanganyika, and on the west by the Federal Republic of Congo (Leopold-
ville). Both the countries were formerly in German East Africa. The
trusteeship agreement was approved by the United Nations’ General Ass-
embly ou 13 Decemiber 1946, and became law on 25 April 1949, Usumbura
was the capital of the former Belgian trusteeship administration.

Ruanda-Urundi are hilly countries astride the crest that separates the’
waters ol the Congo and the Nile. The southern most source of this river is
to be tound in the heart of Urundi. Starting from the volcanoes in northern
Ruanda (10,000 [1 high), wave upon wave of rolling hills reach down to
Faube Tanganyika, The climate is determined by the altitude, with discon-
certing and irregulur rainfall. The temperature varies greatly from one area
to another, runging lrom night frost high up in the mountains to 91° on the
shores of Lake Tunganyika. The altitude also decreases towards the eastern
(Tanganyikua} lronticr. Almost everywhere the soil is of volcanic origin, An
alluvial plain stretches along the Ruzizi, at the border of Ruanda-Urundi
and the Congo Republic—the only plain in this hilly country. .

The racial composition of Ruanda-Urundiis one of the chief sources of
social und politicul tension in the two countries. Unlike the former Belgian
Congo, where uibal loyalties produced demands for independent tribal
states, or lor a loose torm of federation, the situation in Ruanda, and to

322 _._Sw

Ruanda und Burundi

some extent also in Urundi, is one in which the traditional rule by a tribal
minority—the Tutsi—over the rest of the population—the Hutu—has in-
creasingly been opposed by the latter. The Tutsi invaded the area before the
fifteenth century and, after subjugating the indigenous Hutu, established u
highly organised political, social and economic hierarchy at the apex of
which was the Mwami, or king. The Tutsi ruling class, in addition to ad-
ministering the two countries, owned the cattle, land and property, whilc
the Hutu majority, whose position was similar to that of serfs in mediaeval
Europe, to obtain possession of cattle bred by the Tutsi, entered into a series
of commitments relating to the use of Tutsi pasture and arable land. Al-
though the situation has changed to some extent, with the suppression of
the “cattle contract” in 1954 and other reforms, the traditional concepts
and institutions are still important,

Although broadly similar, the social composition and social system of
the two countrics is not identical. In Ruanda, the Tulsi, who are an excep-
tionally tall people of Hamitic, probably Ethiopian, origin, constitute
17%o0f the population, while in Urundi they are about 1394, There is
a further group in Urundi, the Ganwa, or “princes of the royal blood™,
who, although belonging to the Tutsi physical type, have held all the
cxecutive positions under the kings of Urundi, while the other Tutsi have
had far less power and prestige. Another difference s that in Urandi the
cattle contracts were less strict and binding. In Ruanda, the Hutu, who arc
cthnically Bantu, represent about 82%, of the population, whifc in Urundi
they are about 86%. In both countries, there arc a small number of
Twa pygmies, who had, in the past, attached themselves to the Tutsi,
usually as slaves.

The consolidation of the two kingdoms involved continued "L'utsi pene-
tration of remaining Hutu areas, periods of war between the two countries
and, in Ruanda particulatly, the putting down of unduly powerful princes
who challengad the authority of the Mwami.

“The period of German rule, from approximately 1897 to 1916, was re-
1atively peaceful in Ruanda, with the German au_thorities ruling the country
through the customary institutions of the Tutsi. In Urundi, however, the
period was marked by struggles for power between rival princes. For a time,
the Belgians pursued a similar policy of indirect rule, although the Tutsi

~were deprived of a number of arbitrary powers and the hierarchical systein

of government was simplified. . .

In December 1946, Ruanda-Urundi became a trust territory of the
United Nations under the Belgian administration. The 1950°s were marked,
palicularly in Ruanda, by growing Hutu criticisms of the policies of indirect
rule and the gradual introduction, by the Belgian authorities, of partially
democratic and non-customary institutions, Until the ¢nd of 1959, laws
enacted by the Belgian parliament for the-then Belgiun Congo were also

523
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hostile; that by Burton’s niece GEORGIANA sTISTED, The True
Life of Capt. Sir Richard F. Burton (1896), is a panegyric,
with the hostility reserved for Burton's wife. For short but
vivid and perceptive portraits, sce FRANK HARRis, Contempo-
rary Portraits (1920) and My Life and Loves (1963); and an
excellent account by ALAN MOOREHEAD, The White Nile (1960).
Biographies by FAIRFAX DOWNEY, Burton, Arabian Nights Ad-
venturer (1931); HUGH J. SCHONFIELD, Richard Burton, Ex-
plorer (1936); and SETON DEARDEN, Burton of Arabia (1937),
are superficial; BYRON FARWELL, Burton (1963), is not. FAWN
M. BRODIE, The Devil Drives: A Life of Sir Richard Burton
(1967), is thoroughly documented and defines the psychologi-
cal complexities of Burton's personality.

(F.M.B.)

Burundi

Burundi is a landlocked republic in eastern Africa south
of the Equator; it has an area of 10,759 square miles
(27,865 square kilometres) and a population of more than
3,500,000. Together with its neighbour Rwanda (g.v.)s
it is the most densely populated state in Africa, with
more than 350 people to the square mile (135 per square
kilometre). To the north it is bounded by Rwanda, to the
east and south by Tanzania, to the southwest by Lake
Tanganyika, and to the west by Zaire. The most southerly
source of the Nile is considered to be the Kagera River,
and the ultimate headstream of the Kagera, the Kigira-
Mukasenyi, is located within the borders of Burundi. The
capital is Bujumbura (population 110,000). Before inde-
pendence in 1962, Burundi, called Urundi, was part of
the United Nations Trust Territory of Ruanda—Urundi
under Belgian administration. )

For coverage of associated physical features, see EAST
AFRICAN LAKES; EAST AFRICAN MOUNTAINS; and NILE
RIVER; for coverage of historical aspects, see EAST AFRICA,
HISTORY OF. .

Burundi is a mountainous country, lying across the di-
viding crest of the Nile and Congo watersheds; most of
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the country lies at an altitude of more than 5,000 feet
(1,500 metres) above sea tevel. The people live pri-
marily by subsistence agriculture; coffee is grown for ex-
port. Industry is little developed. Among the countries
that help Burundi, Belgium provides the most important
aid.

Burundi as a political entity is about 400 years old; it
came into existence when the tall, cattle-owning Tutsi
(Batutsi), a Nilotic people from the north, established
their rule over the original Hutu (Bahutu) population
and a small number of Twa (Batwa) Pygmy inhabitants.
Once dominated by its more powerful Tutsi-ruled sister
state of Rwanda to the north, Burundi was administra-
tively separated from it when a German colonial occupa-
tion was proclaimed in 1897. During World War 1 the
country was occupied, in 1916, by Belgian forces from
the Congo; after the war the League of Nations mandate
for the two kingdoms was given to Belgium, which ad-
ministered them jointly with the Congo. After World
War II the two kingdoms were given the status of a

e

~The Kigira-Mukasenyi is a tributary of the Ruvubu, one

e

United Nations trust territory. Bujumbura (then Usum-
bura) was the capital. :

On July 1, 1962, the two territories became independent
separately. Unlike Rwanda, where the mwami (king) was
deposed before independence, a Tutsi mwami continued
to rule in Burundi until 1966, when the country became
a republic. .

While more intermarriage has occurred between the
Tutsi (less than one-fifth of the population) and the Hutu
(more than four-fifths) in Burundi than it has in Rwanda,
tension between the two groups has nevertheless led to
repeated political upheavals.

Relief and drainage. Burundi mostly consists of a
high plateau of ancient Precambrian rock standing on the
eastern side of the East African Rift System that runs
from north to south throughout eastern Africa. The
Ruzizi River to the west and Lake Tanganyika to the
southwest lie in the trough of the rift valley. From the
lake the land rises steeply to the Congo-Nile divide,
which reaches altitudes of about 8,500 feet. To the east
of the divide, plateau surfaces slope gently toward the
east and southeast at altitudes of between 5,000 and 6,500
feet (1,500-2,000 metres). The valley of the Ruvubu
River, which flows to the northeast, cuts into the plateau.

of the headstreams of the Kagera River, which forms

part of the Rwanda-—Burundi frontier. To the north, along

the frontier with Rwanda, there are a few valleys oc-
cupied by shallow lakes.

Climate, vegetation, and animal. life. 'The climate is
tropical, although moderated by altitude. The annual
rainfall averages more than 55 inches (1,400 millimetres)
in the highest parts of the country and less than 40 inches
(1,000 millimetres) in the southwest, on the shores of
Lake Tanganyika. The dry season lasts from May to
August, and sometimes to September, although some
rain occurs in August. Trregular rainfall sometimes ad-
versely affects the crops and has cansed famines. The

average temperature on the plateau is about 70° F (21°

C), with a maximum temperature of 91° F (33°.C) and
a minimum of 43° F (6° ) below 6,500 feet.

" The mountain slopes, which are wetter and cooler than
the rest of the country, are forested. On the plateau,
wooded savanna is found at higher altitudes, giving way
to more open savanna on the lower slopes. The animal
life is varied and includes elephant, lion, leopard, hippo-
potamus, crocodile, buffalo, warthog, baboon, and an-
telope.

‘ The landscape under human settlement. On the pla-
tean, dwellings are dispersed, each house being sur-
rounded by a plantation of banana trees, the fruit of
which is used for brewing. There are virtually no villages.
Of the total land area of the country, about 40 percent
is under cultivation and another 26 percent is fallow;
about 25 percent is used for pasture; the remainder is
either forest or wasteland.

Bujumbura, the capital, is a port city standing at the
porthern end of Lake Tan ganyika and is renowned for the
scenic beauty of its setting. Belgians and Greeks are
prominent in the commerce of its central business district;
the Asian district is near the port, as is also the industrial
sector. Numerous suburbs make up an unbroken se-
quence of African dwellings.

People and population. The population is primarily

composed of three ethnic groups—the Hutuy, the Tutsi, ~

and the Twa. There is considerable intermarriage be-
tween the Hutu and Tutsi, whose social systems are not
dissimilar. The Hutu, who constitute 85 percent of the
population, are a Bantu people who, it is believed, origl-
nally came from the Chad—Niger area and appear to
have entered central and eastern Africa in about the ani
century AD. They are primarily agriculturists. The Tutsl,
who originally came from the Nile Valley, or perhaps
Ethiopia, and are related to the Galla peoples of easters
Africa, entered Burundi between the 15th and the 18th
century. Averaging about five feet nine inches in heights

they are caitle raisers; their cattle have characteristically

lyre-shaped horns. The Twa are Pygmies; they were the

first inhabitants of the country and are thought to bave
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“sion being the principal cause of an acutely painful shoul-

der. The condition occurs most often in middle age and is
infrequent among young children. Women are twice as
fikely to have the condition as men. The-onset may be
sudden and unprovoked. Pain and tenderness are great
and there is difficulty in raising the arm. The calcium de-
posits can be seen in X-ray films of the shoulder. No
single method of dealing with the disorder in all affected
persons is known, and response varies widely among in-
dividuals. Resting the arm and use of analgesics tend to
lessen the discomfort, corticosteroids may reduce inflam-
mation, and carefully graduated exercises may be used to
lessen the possibility of lasting stiffness of the shoulder.
Many months may pass before complete recovery is at-
tained. Chronic inflammation of the bursa at the side of
the hip joint—trochanteric bursitis—has a similar course.

The more clearly traumatic forms of bursitis are exem-
plified by “beat knee,” a bursitis that develops below the
kneecap of miners who must kneel over long periods to
work the narrow coal seams of England. Bloody fluid
distends the bursa and, unless removed early, may cause
the walls of the bursa to become thickened permanently.
Treatment, which involves protection from further irrita-
tion to the extent that this is possible, is otherwise similar
to that for subdeltoid bursitis. A fair proportion of these
lesions become infected as a consequence of injury to the
overlying skin.

A bunion is an adventitious bursa that develops on the
inner side of the base of the great toe in association with
hallux valgus (deviation of the first toe so that it lies on
top of or below the other toes). Wearing narrow, pointed
shoes is a major contributory factor. Mild cases are re-
lieved by use of proper shoes and care of the feet, but
surgery may be necessary for correction of severe de-
formities.

Diseases of the bursa also occur in domestic animals.
Capped elbow and capped hock are examples of chronic
bursitis in horses, resulting from lying on hard floors,
kicks, and similar injuries.

Tumours. Malignant synovial tumours typically arise
from tissues about the joints proper rather than within
them. The tissues around the joints must include bursas
as well as the capsule and tendon sheaths, but synovial
tumours confined to a bursa have not been recognized. A
benign, tumourlike condition of synovial tissue, called
pigmented villonodular synovitis, has occasionally been
reported in bursas. So, too, has synovial chondromatoss,
a rare disorder in which cartilaginous nodules proliferate
in the lining of the sac.

BIBLIOGRAPHY. E.G. BYWATERS, “The Bursae of the Body,”
Ann, Rheum. Dis., 24:215-218 (May 1965), a brief evalu-
ation of contemporary knowledge of bursae in historical per-
spective of Monro's treatise; J.1. HOLLANDER (ed.), Arthritis
and Allied Conditions (1966), an authoritative textbook of
rheumatology that includes several chapters dealing. with
bursitis,

(Ls)

Burten, Six Richard

One of the greatest British scholar-explorers of the 19th
century, Sir Richard Burton, in a world in which there
seemed to be little left to be discovered, sought out its
few remaining mysteries. He was the first European to
explore the forbidden Muslim city of Harer in Somali-
land, he penetrated the secret cities of Mecca and Me-
dina, and he discovered Lake Tanganyika. He was also
a soldier, poet, botanist, geologist, and a leading ethnol-
ogist, Tinguist, and translator. Late in life his passion be-
came the study and translation of the erotica and folk

literature of the East, and today he is best known for his )

work in this field for which his Victorian contemporaries
condemned him and for his still unexcelled translation
of the Arabian Nights. ) . :

Early life and ‘career. Born in Torquay, Devonshire,
March 19, 1821, the son of Lieutenant Colonel Joseph
Netterville Burton anhd Martha Baker, Burton was of
mixed English, Irish, and possibly French ancestry. His
father, retiring early from an unsuccessful army career,

Burton, oll painting by Lord Leighton, 1876.
In the National Portrait Gallery, London.

By courtesy of the National Portralt Gallery, London

chose to raise his two sons and daughter i_n Franc; a.nd
Italy, where young Richard developed his astomshl_ng
talent for languages to such an extent that before matric-

~ulating at Trinity College, Oxford, in 1840, he had be-

come fluent in French, Italian, and the Béarnais and Nea-
politan dialects, as well as in Greek and Latin. But his
continental upbringing left him ambivalent about his
national identity. He called himself “a waif, a stray ...
a blaze of light, without a focus,” and complained that
“England is the only country where I never feel at home.”

Expelled from Oxford in 1842 because of a minor
breach of discipline, he went to India as subaltern officer
in the 18th Regiment of Bombay Native Infantry during
England’s war with the Sind (now a province of West
Pakistan). He mastered Arabic and Hindi and during
his eight-year stay became proficient also in Marathi,
Sindhi, Punjabi, Telugu, Pashto, and Miltani. Eventu-
ally in his travels over the world he learned 25 lan-
guages, with dialects that brought the number to 40.
_As a favoured intelligence officer of Sir Charles James
Napier, commander of the English forces in the Sind,
Captain Burton went in disguise as a Muslim merchant in
the bazaars, bringing back detailed reports. Napier in
1845 asked him to investigate the homosexual brothels in
Karachi; his explicit study resulted in their destruction;
it also resulted, after Napier’s departure, in the destruc-
tion of Burton’s promising career, when the report was
forwarded to Bombay by an unfriendly officer who
hoped to see Burton dismissed in disgrace. Though the
effort failed, Burton realized his reputation was irrepar-
ably clouded and returned, ill and disconsolate, to En-
gland. '

From his 29th to his 32nd year he lived with his mother
and sister in Boulogne, France, where he wrote four
books on India, including Sindh, and the Races That In-
habit the Valley of the Indus (1851), a brilliant ethno-
logical study, published before the new science of eth-
nology had a proper tradition against which its merits
could be evaluated. Meanwhile he perfected his long-
cherished plans for going to Mecca. i

Exploration in Arabia. Disguising himself as a Pathan,
an Afghanistan Muslim, in 1853 he went to Cairo, Suez,
and Medina, then travelled the bandit-ridden route to
the sacred city of Mecca, where at great risk he measured
and sketched the mosque and holy Muslim shrine, the

Ka‘bah. Though not the first non-Muslim to penetrate .

and describe the “mother of cities,” Burton was the most
sophisticated and the most accurate. His Pilgrimage (o

:El-Medinah and Mecca (1855-56) was not only a great

adventure narrative but also a classic commentary on
Muslim life and manners, especially on the annual pi}-
grimage. Instead of returning to London to enjoy hlS
sudden fame, however, he organized a new expedition it

1854 to the equally forbidden East African city of Harer

and became the first European to enter this Muslim cita-
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Physical and Social Geography

The Republic of Burundi, like its neighbour Rwanda, is excep-
tionally smallin area, comprising 27,834 sq km (10,747 sq miles),
but with a relatively large population of 4,718,000 (official
estimate for mid-1985). The result is a high density of 163.0
per sq km. Burundi’s political frontiers, apart from Rwanda’s
to the north, are shared with Zaire to the west and Tanzania
to the east. The natural divide between Burundi and Zaire is
formed by Lake Tanganyika and the Ruzizi river on the floor
of the western rift-valley system. Eastwards from here the land
rises sharply up to elevations of around 1,800 m above sea-level
in a range that stretches north into the much higher, and
volcanic, mountains of Rwanda. Away from the edge of the rift
valley, elevations are lower, and most of Burundi consists of
plateaux of 1,400-1,800 m. Here the average temperature is
20°C and annual rainfall 1,200 mm. In the valley the temper-
ature averages 23°C, while rainfall is much lower at 750 mm.
Population has concentrated on the fertile, volcanic soils at
1,500-1,800 m above sea-level, away from the arid and hot floor

and margins of the rift valley. The consequent pressure on the
land has resulted in extensive migration, mainly to Tanzania
and Zaire but also to Uganda. However, measures in these
countries to restrict employment to nationals are closing the
outlets for such migrations. The ethnic composition of the
population is much the same as that of Rwanda: about 84 %
Hutu, 15% Tutsi (later arrivalsin the country and until recently
the unchallenged masters) and less than 1% Twa, pygmoid
hunters. However, historically, the kingdoms of Ruanda and
Urundi were almost invariably enemies, and traditional national
feeling remains strong in both countries. Thus the assimilation
of the two languages, Kirundi and Kinyaruanda, which corre-
spond very closely, has yet to be achieved. The principal towns
are Bujumbura (population 172,201 at the 1979 census), the
capital and, as Usumbura, formerly the capital of the UN Trust
Territory of Ruanda-Urundi; and Gitega (population 15,943 in
1978), the ancient capital.

Recent History
gENE LEMARCHAND

Revised for this edition by ALaN RAKE
See also ‘Belgian Africa until Independence’, p. 44

The history of Burundi since independence may be reduced to
a protracted sequence of factional struggles and intensifying
ethnic claims and counterclaims, culminating in April and May
1972 with one of the most appalling ethnic slaughters ever
recorded in the annals of independent Africa. Following an
abortive Hutu-led coup in April 1972, an extraordinarily brutal
and arbitrary campaign of repression was carried out by the
Tutsi, resulting in an estimated 100,000 Hutu deaths. The
systematic elimination of all literate Hutu elements has given
the T'utsi minority unfettered control over civilian and military
institutions, with the army acting as the pivotal element in the
political system.

The ineffective apparatus of the Union pour le progreés
national (UPRONA) party, under the short-lived leadership of
Prince Louis Rwagasore, proved unable to contain the ethnic
tensions that had been steadily building up since independence
in July 1962. After Rwagasore’s death, in 1961, the monarchy
emerged as the only source of legitimacy to which both Hutu
and Tutsi could relate in any meaningful fashion. In order to
consolidate his own position, the monarch went to great lengths
to ensure a proper balancing of ethnic interests in government.
Each of the five consecutive governments appointed by Mwami
{King) Mwambutsa IV between 1963 and 1965 comprised almost
even proportions of Hutu and Tutsi; following the appointment
of Pierre Ngendandumwe as prime minister, in 1963, each prime
minister of Hutu origin was succeeded in office by a Tutsi.

In July 1966 Mwambutsa, who had reigned since 1915, was
deposed by his son, who took the title of Ntare V. He appointed
Capt. {later Lt-Gen.) Michel Micombero as prime minister. In
November Ntare was himself overthrown by Micombero, who
declared Burundi a republic.

With the abolition of the monarchy, the most important
stabilizing element in the political system disappeared.
Repeated purges of Hutu officers and politicians have since
further accentuated the all-Tutsi profile of the regime: by 1971
the distribution of ethnic affiliations within the Conseil supréme
de la République (CSR)—a junta-type organization set up by
Micombero in October 1971—showed an overwhelming pre-
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dominance of Tutsi elements (23 Tutsi, 2 Hutu, 2 Ganwa). The
abrupt dismissal of all cabinet members by Micombero in April
1972, coinciding with the Hutu coup attempt, gave the army
and the Jeunesse révolutionnaire Rwagasore (JRR) a free hand.
The massacre of approximately 450 Hutu troops in early May,
at the request of the army high command, has since resulted
in an all-Tutsi army.

The Tutsi power élite is recruited exclusively from the Bururi
province in the south. Among them, the Tutsi-Hima hold a
strategic position within the government and the army, with
the northern Tutsi elements (the so-called T'utsi-Banyaruguru)
relegated to the sidelines. The present government can therefore
best be seen as a minority of a minority, whose policies have
effectively neutralized the Hutu as an opposition force, and
created an unprecedented potential of ethnic hatred. Since 1972
many Hutus from Burundi have fled to Tanzania, Zaire and
Rwanda, while more than 50,000 Tutsi from Rwanda are esti-
mated to have settled in Burundi. More recently, the govern-
ment has sought to encourage the return of emigré nationals.
In October 1986 the Burundi and Zaire governments agreed to
initiate mutual exchanges of refugee nationals, and in April
1987 several hundred Burundians were forcibly repatriated
from Tanzania. *

Following the presidential elections of November 1974,
Micombero was re-installed as president of the republic and
secretary-general of UPRONA. On 1 November 19876 Col
Jean-Baptiste Bagaza, formerly deputy chief of staff, overthrew
the Micombero government in a bloodless coup. Micombero
fied to Somalia, where he died in July 1983.

A Tutsi-Hima from Rutovuy, in the south, Bagaza has since
emerged as the new strong man of Burundi politics, combining
the functions of president of both the republic and the supreme
revolutionary council. His coming to power did not immediately
diminish the predominance of southern Tutsi-Hima in the
government. Nor did it lessen the influence of the army: the
new government included five army men, in addition to Bagaza.

Since the creation of the Second Republic in 1976, a major
effort has been made to encourage national integration and to
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Introduction

percentage of Muslims 3

que, These stales vary in population aroq anl

_East éi:rica consigts today of Seven states: Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundj,
Janzania, Malawi and Mozambi
iy e ——

W I Table 1. In rerms of population, Tunzania

is the largest with 18,570,000 inhabitanty whereas Burundi ig the smallest with

4,300,000 people. In terms ol
square kilometers and Rwanda
Finzania has (he largest

Mushm population

area, Tanzania is also (he largest with V45,087

is the smallest with 26,330 square kilometers,
(10,210,000 Mushims) while

Rwunda comains the smallest number of Muslims (140,000 Muslims). The totil
area of East Africa iy 2,722,156 square kilomclcrs, l.e., an area equal 1o thag

of the Arabian Peninsula. The

total population of East Africa in 1979 was

74,350,000 people of which 28,960,000 were Muslims, i.e., 39% of the total

population.
TARLE |
Arcu, Population and Number of Muslims.
Srare Area in Total Muslim Mustim
Sq. kms, Popularion Population Percentape
Kenya i 582,600 15,820,000 o aTs0000 T
Uganda 236,860 |3 460,000 6,060,000 45
Rwanda 26,330 000, 140,000 3
Burundi 27,834 000 S
Tanzania 945,087 18,570,000 10,210, 5§
Malawi 118,484 3,860,000 2,340,000 40
Mozambique 784,961 11,670,000 5,250,000 45
Total 2,722,156 74,330,000 28,960,000 39
104 ) Dordr

‘n\'v\\»&»\;w\ MM\ o«\x ) (;il~ T
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The region s limited in (he north by Somaljy, Ii’(hiupiq and Sudan; in (he west
by Zaire, Zambia and Zimbubwe; in the south by South Africa angd Swaziland;
and in the casy by the Indian Ocean, giving access to the south of the Arabian
Peninsula ang India. The region is formed by a mountainous area with the
highest peak (Kilimanjaro) reaching 8,895 meters above sea-level. Towards the
west, the region ends on a low-land known as the ““Rift Valley'’ which con-
Lins a scries of large lakes: Lake Albert, Lake Edward, Lake Kivu, Lake
Tunganyika and Lake Nyasa. Figure I gives the map of East Africa, with s
states and the most important citjes.

ETHIOP1A

SUDAN

Y Mombsa

] B Pemba

9§ Zsarbar
P Dar o8 Salam

NY DO NVYINT

SOUTH AFRICA
Figure [ Independent states of East Africa
by the end of the H4th Century

2%, AH (1079),
SWAZILAND G2

Spread of Istam Prior to 1785 (13th Century AH)
The coast of East Africa ang the Zambeyi basin were known to Muslims as
the Swahil, Even before Islam, this area had strong commercial links wip
Southern Arabia. The introduction of Istamy further strengthened thege hinks
a5 waves of persecuied Muslims 100k refuge in the Swahil from the very first
century AH.
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d 30th of August,
, between the 16th an -
R ulation executed e they are the mo
Bener, ‘fcnsu}i (t)hf.el }rlzslix(l)\ps of the census are not yet ge?z“sle\sératéylisting of the
1979. Thoug is from this census tha “ted
T dst to date. It 1s from th jumbura was extracted. .
reliable that exist ‘thi ity limits of Bujum : lation is
; ation within the city lr ndi’s populati
Mustim popluifaf::nshow that approximately 1Z° Zfrfpurgentmg close 10 _70%
Statistica X ation of Bujumbur . 25
. - slim population . - n that Bujumbura w
Muslim, with the Mus [t is for this reaso dona
e for the whole country. i The study has focuse
of the total for ¢ A -e for this study. e . L -ational
as our field of reference : nationality, educatia
chosen as our fie . demographic status, ssible 1o
; stions relating to dem ) it may be possible
number of Q11€§t1?2:atus etc. With such a large sam;;le nrhole)of e Muslim
fevel el?ploymf:znaris m,uzandis — with respect to the w
extrapolate —

population in Burundi.

. N . rica and East
e Burmll;ll'l l?)z}tgglr.ﬁgdi is located on the border of Central Afri
The Republic

: ian Ocean.
«m from the Indian C
anti an and 1,200 km : without the
N the Atlantic Ocean and 1, f 24,970 km® without U
Atncahz’()Oorﬁ{;nfg:?wumry’ Burundi has an;fe;il O;s ‘11£S9 borders with Zaire
A small mour X nyika. Burundi shar D=
itori of Lake Tanganyika. i he south and east. Despit
territorial waters Fand Tanzania to the epie
da to the nort ¢ty of Tandscape due 6 the di
the west, Rwan tsa wide variety o el The
hes K S country presen ters above sea level.
its small size, this . from 800 to 2,500 me e drains
' S | itude which range [r : . f Burundi : Zaire drain;
ferences in altitud hydrological system o e
i i st influences the hy ile is fed by a number of rivers
Nile-Zaire crest 1 ‘ka. whereas the Nile is y @ . Burun.
aters of Lake Tanganyika, where: e Kanyaru are important. Bur
(he waters OtRLakfbu lﬁé Ruvyironza and the Kanyaru drierlehgf
" whic uvubl, RY ¢ due 1o its varied ~ .

0? \vlhul;)‘;i\eu number of micro-climates dLLil.L 10 11>>d \D;L[Cfﬂ of living and high
di also has T e . di is its dispersed 1 \ S
3 characteristic of Burundi is 1ts disp The density of popu

Equally characters . Lin Africa with Rwanda. y o o
. iy o :stin Africa : - countryside largely
: density, the lnghu‘ Adl “over. leaving the country g
population ction in forest cover, g < divided into
ion has caused a severe reducti o Burundi is divide
tion has caused a severe rec f bananas, manioc, eic. < and
o r the cultivation o > Jissements, 79 commune
dominated by the ivided into 18 arrondissements, " of-
: © s which are subdivide o ive unit. There are tw
8 provinces whic : smallest administrative : .
g ill being the smalles spoken by the natlve popuié
2,460 hills, the hill _ ional language spoken by ) s
o ; : Kirundi, the national g © SPORER Y in the schools.
noa mnfl?ges‘iikgsl;emially used in the administration and
tion, an rench, )

* Tt ar h hee NE e -h by P h ( J h and H P
S pap < & T ¥ Tole I ¥ora 5. Smith 4nc ¢lena
11 APer as been t anslated from French by ofessors Debe
3 o

Nbele-Mbong

(agrd  Durft

However, one must carefully
of missionaries and Europea
tion consists of g form of
cupation which was
tury. It s Interesting

is spread o by family
in huts called “rugos’
and food crops,

A lew other characteristics of 1his population are a
fepresents the difference berween & birth rate of
2.2% . A break down

OVer is some 2, 46() hills. The Burundian people live
" dispersed over the hilis and surrounded by banana trees

growth rate of 2.29 which
4.4% and a monthly rate of
of this population by age group and sex shows that the
Burundi population IS @ young one - close 1o 60% of af) Burundians are under
20 years old. The male population represents 48.4% of the Population, and the
female S1.69%. [y appears that women have g higher survival rate than men.
The principal religions of Burund;: are, in order of importance: Christiani-
¥ — with and the Catholic church comprising 62.3% of the total population
of Buryndi in 1978, and the Protestants church with around 200,000 believers,
representing 5% of the country’s population.

Lraditional religion — more than 309, of the Burundians beljey
Which are Close fo animism and other syncretisms, The
practice two different forms - first, the consultation of holy healers who travel
through the country, and next, adherence ro a sect. The traditiona] believers
recognize the existence of a superior god named Imama.
wdSlam — whose followers represent approximately 1% of the tota] Population
¢ co ided into 4 groups : the [sr ‘

of the counrry and are subdiv the | 15, the Sunniies,
hiites and ihcé\bddu g%m@&g&
ith Islam

the § dis

Burundi's Firsg Contact w

Most historians link the firg contact of the lake k
am to the arrival of Arab merchants from
that Mwenye Heri was one 51 the |

€ in religions
believers in syncretisms

ingdoms of Central Africa
Zanzibar. Van Der Burght
\ ) I'sL to reach the northern regions
anyika afbund\‘gﬁié;. 1 d this period that the firs; contact
Jbetween th Zanzibaris and the population hving along Lake
JTanganyika ook place’ All'other atiempisis pene
seem to have failed when faced wi
King of Burundi, who had Just
bloody battles of succession.”
During this period Burundi was
ed power pivoting around the Mw

with Is]
believes Mwenye |
of Lake Tanganyi

o

of Mwezi I Gisabo
Nrtare 1l to the throne afrer

suceeeded King

a very

structured kingdom with a ceniral
ami, the

iz-

key person in the system. According
o On, -~ the Mwani Mwezi could raise a large number of warriors and for
this reason was particularly feared by his '

neighbours,
The Zanzibar policy of penetration rarel
military occupation, J. . Tosk affirms that,
a kingdom, they obeyed ’?Nevcnhelcss,
developing

y translated itself into conflict or
“when one forbade them 1o enger
it seems thar the impossibility of
their commerce with the interior of the country drove them (o a(-
tempt penetration by force. In 1884, Mohamed ben Khalfun aliuys Rumaliza (ried
to force his way into the interior of Burundi by attacking from cast of the Rusizi
with the help of severa] hundred men armed with guns but he was again defeated.
SCrutinize the information based on
n explorers. Actually, in most case

the accounts
s this informau-
of colonial oe-
eginning of rhe 2k el
these sourees, Runuif

pPropaganda produced by a policy
arits peak in the region at the t
to note rhat, according (o

iZa was

terior of the coumury
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Burundi’ﬂi dami calilarla rtiilmils, kiregle kaph siradan bir
baraka bile liks saythyor.
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Bati ulke‘!e»ri taréﬁndén somiiriilerek yoksulluga itilen Burundi
halla, yinede giinliik yasam icinde caliskan ve giileryiizlil.

Burundi'de iki asiret arasinda yillardir siiren iktidar
miicadelesinde en biiyiik kayhi siviller veriyor, zellikie de cocuklar.
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B.P. 1390, Bujumbura
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LIBRARIES and ARCHIVES
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B.P. 960, Bujumbura
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B.P. 1065, Bujumbura

Institut Burundi d’Information et de
Documentation (IMIDOC)

Centre de Documentation

7, Av Malfeyt, B.P. 902, Bujumbura

Université du Burundi
Direction des Bibliothéques
29, Av de I'Uprona, B.P. 1320
Bujumbura

UNIVERSITIES and EDUCATIONAL
INSTITUTIONS

Université du Burundi
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29, Avenue de I'Uprona B.P.1550
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