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Entre al-Gahiz et Bakhtine

Le théorie de la communication chez érudit arabe

C&\/ﬁ 3 @S@Qﬂyg q/> du g° siécle et chez chercheurs européens contemporains

KRYSTYNA SKARZYNSKA-BOCHENSKA
(Warsaw)

REE
#

A I’époque des Abbasside — le siécle d’or de la littérature et de la science arabe, déja
4 la charniére du 8° et ¢° siécles on note un développement de la critique philolo-
gique, pratiquée par Abl “Amr ibn al-A°la’ (m. en 770), Abii “Ubayda (m. en 825) et

] Y\:, o

{

oy cong

-t
it}

g , | al-Asma“l (m. en 828). Ils se consacrent uniquement & la poésie et 4 1’étude des tex-

- O S tes d’anciens poemes, sous 1’angle de I’emploi correct des mots.’
=) %: fm:? | Au o° siécle, 4 coté de la poésie, il existe une prose parlée : des oraisons, des ser-
%"’- % %} mons, des récits, et une prose écrite : des lettres, des traités, des ouvrages scientifi-
= = = ques, et des livres instructifs et divertissants, qui forment un genre & part, nomme
%i « adab ». Basra ou vivait Abi “Utman ibn Bahr al-Gahiz (776-868 J.-C.) érudit,
~ éminent écrivain et savant, était un centre scientifique important. Al-Gahiz possédant
une solide instruction dans différents domaines, connaissait non seulement la littéra-
= Amm B Fure eF la culjcure des Arapes, ses c-ontemporains', mais gréce a ses maitres mu"tazilitetv,
il avait étudié la zoologie, la logique et la philosophie grecque, surtout celle d’Ari-
TMb Teo stote. Dans ses grandes oeuvres instructives et distrayantes — adab — « Kitab al-

hayawan »* (« Le livre des animeaux ») et « Kitab al-baydn wa-‘I-tabayyun »*, dont
le titre, & la lumiére de la science contemporaine, j’oserais traduire comme « Livre
de la communication et de la perception », — al-Gahiz formule les principes de la

"Voir : A. Trabulsi, Lu critique poétique des Arabes. Jusqu'au V siécle de I'Hégire (X1 siécle
de J.-C.) Damas, 1956, p. 301.

* Al-Gahiz, Kitab al-hayawan. Ed. “Abd al-Sallam Hartn. (7 vol.) al-Qahira, 1938/1357 h.

3 Al- Gal’_nz, Kitab ul-bayan wa-‘I-tubayyun. Ed. Sandibi. (3 vol.) al-Qahira, 1932/1351 h. Pour
la traslation du titre j’accepte I'argumentation de Dr. al-Sahid Albusayhi, qui dans son étude
Mustalahat nagdiyya wa-‘l-baldgiyya fi Kitab al-haydn wa-'I-tabayyun li-1-Géhiz, Bayrit, 1982,
Dir al-Afaq al-gadida, a donné I épreuve, que la version « Kitab al-buyin wa-'I-tabyin est fausse,
malgré qu’elle est plus repandu. » (Op. cit. p. 27. et les suivants.)
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Problems in Arabic Literature, ed. by MIKLOS MAROTH, Piliscsaba, 2004
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CHAPTER 5

The Dahris According to al-Jahiz® 2 -

In the third/ninth-century Islamic world we encounter people of whom it is
said that they denied the existence of God, angels, prophets, spirits, the resur-
rection, post-mortem reward and punishment, and the afterlife altogether. In
effect, they rejected the entire metaphysical realm as either false or beyond the
limits of human reasoning, on the understanding that there was no point in try-
ing to know about anything unless it was accessible to human reasoning. It was
this understanding which made them radical even when or if they were willing
to consider the possibility of a reality beyond us: they did not accept revelation
as an alternative source of knowledge. They were empiricists in the sense that
they held all genuine knowledge to be based on sense impressions in conjunc-
tion with reasoning. The sources call them Dahris, eternalists, ashab al-hayiila,
adherents of prime matter, and ashab al-taba’’, adherents of the four “natures”,
i.e. the four elementary qualities (heat, cold, moisture, and dryness) of which
they held the world to be composed. It is not in the third/ninth century alone
that we hear of them: there are intimations that they existed earlier and the
polemics against them continue down to at least the sixth/eleventh century.
But it seems to have been in the third/ninth century that they attracted most
attention.!

The Dahris sound so weirdly out of place in the early Islamic world that
modern Islamicists often have trouble believing that they really existed, unless
they have studied them themselves.? No Dahri writings survive, most of the
evidence is polemical, and with some minor exceptions no individual Dahris
are known by | name, so it comes naturally to suspect that all there is to them

2113

* Ishouldlike to thank the participants in a graduate seminar on Dahrism I taught at Princeton

University in 2006 for assisting my attempt to understand the texts we read, Everett Rowson
for the generosity with which he shares his expertise, and Michael Cook and Emma Gannagé
for commenting on a draft of this article.

1 See I Goldziher and A.-M. Goichon (1965), “Dahriyya’, Encyclopaedia of Islam, 2nd edition,
Brill, Leiden, vol. 11, pp. 954 5q.; M. Shaki and D. Gimaret (1993), “DahiT’, Encyclopaedia Iranica,
http:/fwww.iranicaonline.org; J. Van Ess (1991-1997), Theologie und Gesellschaft im 2. und
3. Jahrhundert Hidschra, eine Geschichte des religiisen Denkens im frithen Islam, 6 vols., De
Gruyter, Berlin/New York (hereafter r6), esp. vol. 1v, pp. 4515qq. '

2 1 have never encountered any doubts about their reality in the literature on them, but
suspicion of polemical invention is a commeon response to oral presentations of their views,

© KONINKLIJKE BRILL NV, LEIDEN, 2016 | DOI: 10.1163/9789004319318_006
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is heresiographical stereotyping and construction of the “other”. This makes

the testimony of al-Jahiz (d. 255/869) particularly important. He is one out ‘

of many Mu'‘tazilites who wrote on the Dahiis in the third/ninth century, but
the others wrote refutations and heresiographical accounts of the Dahrls, and

.their works are lost except for extracts in later sources.® Al-Jahiz, by contrast,

wrote as a littérateur, most of his work is extant, and though his attitude to the
Dahris is also polemical, he gives us a vivid picture of them as a live presence.
In what follows I go through the information he provides, restraining myself
from the temptation to adduce material from other ninth-century souxces, so
that the reader will have a clean picture of the Dahuis as perceived by a single,
contemporary author. ‘

Overall Portrait
Most of al-Jahiz’s references to Dahris are found in his book on animals, and

the single most informative passage comes in the last volume of that work.* It
is long and convoluted, and it starts with a relative clause of which the first part

goes on for so long that it can be read either as incomplete or as completedina

way suggesting that the author (or copyist) had himselflost his sense of where
he was. I have read it as incomplete and inserted some words that seem to be
missing; the alternative is to remove two that would be superfluous, and the
reader can construe the sentence either way, as I have underlined the words
that introduce the relative cause and those that could be taken to initiate its

3 A Kitdb al-Radd ‘ald *-dahriyya is listed for al-Asamm (d. 200/8i6 or the year after); Bishr
b. al-Mu‘tamir (d. 210/825), and al-Nazzam (d. before 232/847) (Muhammad b. Ishaq Ibn al-
Nadim [1971), Kitdb al-Fikrist, ed. R. Tajaddud, Maktabat al-Asadi, Tehran, pp. 206, 13; 214, 15;
TG, vol.V, p. 285, no. 48). Of these, all we have are the samples of al-Nazzam's polemics against
Dahri cosmology preserved in al-Jahiz’s animal book (cf. the references below, notes 29sq.).
The polemics against the Dahris by Muhammad b. Shabib (d. 230/840), presumably from his
Kitib al-Tawhid, survive in Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Maturidi (d. 833/944) (1970), Kitdb
al-Tawhid, ed. F. Kholeif, Dar al-Mashreq, Beirut, pp. 14159q;; ¢f T, vol. IV, pp. 1245qg. on Ibn
Shabib. The section on the Dahris from the heresiography of the third/ninth-century Abt ‘Isa
al'Warriq survives in Mahmiid b. Muhammad Ibn al-Malahimi (d. 536/1141) (1990), Kitab al-
Mu'tamad fi usitl al-din, ed. M. McDermott and W. Madelung, al-Hoda, London, pp. 5485qq.;
of S.M. Stern (1960), “Abi Isi al-Warraq, £13 vol. I, p. 130.

4 AlJahiz (1938), Kitab al-Hayawan, ed. ‘A.SM. Hariin, 7 vols., Maktabat Mustafa al-Babi al-
Halabi, Cairo, vol. v11, pp. 12sqq; also discussed in H. Daiber (1999), “Rebellion gegen Gott.
Formen atheistischen Denkens im frithen Islan’, in F. Niewthner and O. Pluta (eds.), Atheis-
mus im Mittelalter und in der Renaissance, Harrassowitz, Wiesbaden, pp. 23-44, pp- 245¢.
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» Al-Jahiz on Ashab al-Jahalat and the ]éhmiyya* -

For Fritz,
esteemed colleague,
old friend, Eidbruder

1 Jy Temmuz ZW

In his book on animals al-Jahiz frequently refers to al-Nazzam’s doctrine of
latency (kumiin), that is, the idea that fire is hidden in the stone or wood from
which it is produced.! In one passage on this question he depicts al-Nazzam as
arguing against opponents who denied that there was any difference between
good and bad seed, salty and sweet water, different types of soil, and suitable
and unsuitable times of planting: the only difference lay in God’s wish to create
grain, grapes, olives and the like from them when they were combined, the
result was not latent in the ingredients themselves. Al-Nazzam declared that
anyone who held this to be true had agreed with the Jahmiyya, gone to al-
Jjahalat, and professed denial of the tab@’‘ and the haqd’iq.?

What is al-Nazzam referring to? Jahalat means something like absurdities
or nonsense, views revealing ignorance (Ungereimtheiten, as Van Ess suggests
in his translation of another passage).? The absurdities relate to two denials
associated with the followers of Jahm b. Safwan (d. 128/746), the Transoxa-

This article owes its genesis to the kindness of Mairaj Syed, who gave me a print-out from

al-waraq.com of all the passages on al-jahalat in al-Jahiz in connection with a graduate

seminar I taught at Princeton University in 2006. I am also grateful to Michael Cook and

Masoud Jafari Jazi for comments and corrections.

1 AlJahiz, K al-Hayawan, ed. ‘A.-S.M. Haran, 7 vols, Cairo, 1938-194s5, esp. v, pp- 61f; cf. Ency-
clopaedia of Islam, 2nd edn., Leiden, 1960—2004 (henceforth £7?), art. ‘kamiin’ (Van Ess).

2 Al-Jahiz, Hayawdn (n.1above), v, p. 93 (wa-man géla bi-dhalika ... qala ka-gawl al-Jahmiyya fi
Jjaml*al-maqalat wa-sara ila *ljahdldt wa-qala bi-inkdr al-tab@i*wa’'l-haqd’iq).

3 J.van Ess, Theologie und Gesellschaft im 2. und 3. Jahrhundert Hidschra, Berlin and New York,

1991-1997 (henceforth 76), v1, p. 31. References to 76 alone are to Van Ess’s translations (which

include philological discussion and further references); references to Van Ess, 76, are to his

analysis.

nian mawld and rebel whose beliefs are viewed with disfavour in all surviving
sources. The first denial is of the faba’’, the four elementary qualities which
both al-Nagzam and al-Jahiz himself saw as key constituents of the natural
world. Jahm and/or the Jahmiyya denied that these entities generated anything,
or even that they existed, as we read elsewhere in al-Jahiz’s animal book.# The
second denial is of the aqa’iq, which Frank translates as ‘essential characters’
or ‘essential natures) reading the word as largely synonymous with taba@’i5 Van
Ess opts for the ‘core of things’ (Wesenskern) or ‘the real powers of action’ (die
realen Wirkkrdfte) and relates the statement to Jahm’s denial of free will: God
governed everything, humans were just marionettes in his hands.®

Other passages in al-Jahiz, however, show that the jahalat had to do with
perceptions. Al-Jahiz tells us that he had written a book against the Jahmiyya
Sfol-idrak wa-fi qawlihim fi°l-jahalat, ‘about perception and their doctrine con-
cerning the jahdlar.” Here al-jahdlit seems to be used as a technical term, not
simply as a term of abuse. In a more expansive vein, al-Jahiz cites al-Nazzam as
remarking, in polemics against Dirar b. ‘Amr, that he who says that animals live
without blood must also deny the taba’‘ and reject the haga’ig in accordance
with Jahm b. Safwan’s doctrine about the heating of fire and cooling of snow,
food and poison, and perception and sensory impressions {al-idrak wa'l-hiss);
but that, he says, is another chapter (dhdalika bab akhar) fi’ljahalat® Again,
the jahalat seems to be a technical term for a doctrine relating to perception,
and here too the doctrine involves denial of the elementary qualities and the
haqa’ig, but this time the jahdalat are cast as the consequence of holding that
animals live without blood. How could anyone make so strange a postulate?
Dirar allegedly held that blood was only created when you saw it.? Elsewhere
al-Nazzam reiterates that whoever denies the doctrine of latency will even-
tually enter fi bab al-jahalat. Here he goes through a long sequence of ilzam
(whoever says A must also say B and so also ¢, etc.) in order to show that who-
ever denies that there is fire in the stone thereby joins those who argue that
there is no water in the water skin on the grounds that the water is only cre-

4 AlJahiz, Hayawan (n.1above), Iv, p. 288, 1. 6; v, p. 11, I 1—2; cf. also 1v, p. 74, 1. 4 where Jahm
and Hafs al-Fard are contrasted with those who believe in the fabad’*

5 R.Frank, ‘The Neoplatonism of Gahm b. Safwian, Le Muséon, 78,1965, Pp. 395—424 (404~405).

6 Cf VanEss, T6, 11, p. 498; 7G, V1, p. 3L

7 AlJahiz, Hayawdn (n.1above), 1, p. 10, 1. 1. The text has al-jifdt, but the variant aljehalat is
clearly to be preferred; cf. v, p. 7, Il. 1—3, where Van Ess also emends al-jikat to al-jahalat (16,
V1, p. 29 and . 16).

8 AlJahiz, Hayawan (n.1above), v, p.1, 1 3 (76, VI, pp. 31-32).

9 Ibid, p.10,L 5 (76, V1, p. 31).
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ANCHEZ, Ienacio, Al-Jahiz (d. 255/869) on hadith
Sﬁ;xr'\tlicism. }Ogl?ﬁl?:; of Abbasid Studies, 2 {i (2015) 0l0e37
Pp. 196-219. -
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37 CRONE, Patricia. The Dahiis according to al-Jahiz. Dehr v
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Mélanges de I'Université Saint Joseph, 63 (2010-11) ° Wzé;é:
p. 63-82;7, "Many sources of the third/ninth and PR
ater centuries refer to DahiTs, described as 'godless & <

peaple’ (mullitds), who were empiricists in terms of 08003

epistemology and materialists in terms of physics." : S

Reprinted in P, Crone, Islam, the ancient Near East

and varieties of godlessness. Collected studies in

three valunies: Volume 3, ed. Hanna Siurua (Leiden:

Brill, 2016): 96-117. Abstract(s): French.
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1321 DANECKI, Janusz. Al-Gahiz and *Abd al-Gabbir
caliy- on the necessity of imamate. A note on the fate of

o 3o sdE—— Muy'tazilite political ideas. Rocznik Orientalistyczny,
m 64 i (2011) pp. 153-164. ’
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4624 NATIJ, Salah. La conception gahizienne de 'udah Ca bi
d'aprés son épitre Sind Gt al-quwwéd. Jowrnal o
Arabic and Islamic Studies, 16 (2016) pp. 163-179, 05023
Abstract(s): English.
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2038 AARAB, Ahmed ‘& LHERMINIER, Philippe. Le
d Lt livre des animaize d'Al-Jéhiz. Paris: L'Harmattan,
ans? 2015. 161 pp. "Cette ‘étude décrit la contribution
o 3003?‘, méconnue d'Al-Jahiz ... dans le domaine de la
zoologie et, en paztlcuher, daos celm de l'ecologxe et

de I'éthologie.”
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KHAN, Ruqayya Yasmine. "The chambir of my
thought™: self and conduct in an early Islamic ethical
treatise. History of Religions, 491 (2009)
pp. 27-47. . Examines the psychological significance
of the secret (kitmdn) in what broadly may be termed
'Islamic ethics' through a discussion and analysis of
al-Jahiz's K. Kitman al-sirr wa-lifz al-lisén ("Book
of concealing the secret and holding the tongue™).

PO;(.EL, Hans-Peter. Der unmémliche Mann: Zur
Figuration des Eunuchen im Werlvon al- Géhiz (zest.
869). Wiirzburg: Ergon, 2014 (Mitteilungen zur
Sozial- und Kulturgeschichte der Islamischen Welt,
36). 390 pp. .

HECK, Paul L. Signs of skepticism in early Abbasid -~
literature: the case of al-Jahiz (d. 255/869). Journal
of Abbasid Studies, 2 ii (2015) pp. 220-244. ©

AARAB, Ahmed & LHERMINIER, Philippe. Le
livre des animatx d'dl-Jéhiz. Paris: L'Harmattan,
2015. 161 pp. "Cette étude décrit la contribution
méconnue d'Al-Jahiz ... dans le domaine de la .
zoologie et, en particulier, dans celui de I'écologie et *

de I'éthologie.”
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MONTGOMERY, James E. Al-Gahiz and abig -
o locistng shilosophy: The libraries of the <-4 ~
Neoplatonists: proceedings of the meeting ofthe p 2o°3 >

Enropean Science Foundation Network "Late

antiquity and Arabic thought: patterns in the

constitution of Eurcpean culture”, held in Strasbourg,

March 12-14, 2004. Ed. Cristina D'Ancona. Leiden:

Brill, 2007, (Philosophia Antigua, 107),

pp.443-456. On al-Jahiz's Kitab al-Tarbi'

wa-I-tadhwir, its purpose, addressees and its historical
and heresiographical context.
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2661 CRONE, Patricia. Al-Jahiz on Ashab al-Jahalat and Lals
the Jahmiyya. Medieval Arabic thought. Essays in /—é_
honour of Fritz Zimmermann. Ed. Rotraud 032 0357
Hansberger, M. Afifi al-Akiti and Charles Burnett. e b ns i ;¢ e
Turin: Aragno; London: Warburg Institute, 2012, 30274
pp.27-39. Reprinted in P. Crone, The Iranian <= °
reception of Islam: the non-traditionalist strands.
Collected studies in three volumes. Volume 2, ed.
Hanna Siurua (Leiden: Brill, 2016): 196-211.
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Al-Jahiz on Misarticulation: Bayan 1.34.4-74.8

JamesE. Montgomery (e .
A

Cambridge University
o
Jemzs@car.ac.uk Soe=

Abstract

The Kitdb al-Bayan wa-l-Tabyin (The Book of Clear Communication) by Abii ‘Uthman
al-Jahiz (d. 255/868) is an encyclopaedic study of communication and its place within
human societies—specifically of communication through Arabic, the langnage of
divine revelation, and its place within the ‘Abbasid polity. God's use of Arabic in the
Qur’an endowed the community of Muslims with a special status. The proper use of
Arabic was central to how man fully and appropriately thanked God for His gift of
creation. [t was also central to how the Qur'an was properly recited and explicated. This
article presents a translation of the majority of a chapter from the first volume of Kitab
al-Bayin wa-l-Tabyin in which al-Jahiz explores the phenomenon of misarticulation
(luthghah). His exploration of this phenomenon touches on phonetics, physiology and
anatomy, speech disorders (considered by al-Jahiz to be ‘defects’), linguistic barbarisms,
and mimicry, and thus it becomes an exposition of what clear communication is not.

Keywords

Abii ‘Uthmén alJahiz — ‘Abbasids — Arabic — communication — rhetoric —
misarticulation — speech disorders and defects — mimicry

As ayoung lecturer at the University of Glasgow, I was thrilled one day to open
my post and to discover a letter from Professor Pierre Cachia that contained an
invitation and a sample translation.! Pierre was endeavoring to set up a team
of translators to tackle Abit ‘Uthman al-Jahiz’s Kitab al-Bayan wa-l-tabyin and

* T would like to thank a friend and colleague who stopped me from making an ‘ass’ of myself
on so many occasions in this translation: Geert Jan van Gelder.
1 The letter was dated 18 March 1992. I still have the letter and ensuing correspondence.

© KONINKLIJKE BRILL NV, LEIDEN, 2018 DOI 10,1163/1570064X-12341355
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‘Earnest and Jest (al-jidd wa-I-hazl)' as an
Educational Concept? Some Considerations
on Selected Works of al-Jahiz

(d.255/868-9) |

Hans-Peter Pdkel N
(Seminar fiir Semitistik und Arabistik, Freie Universitét Berlin)

4.1 Introduction

The reading of Umberto Eco’s novel “Il nome della rosa™ gives the im-
pression that laughter was a problematic expression of human emotions
in the European Middle Ages.? Indeed, in its early centuries Christianity

1 See Eco, Umberto: Il nome della rosa. Milano 1981. See also the German translation:
Der Name der Rose. Munich 1995. For a discussion of Umberto Ecos novel see Wyss,
Ulrich: Die Urgeschichte der Intellektualitdt und das Geléchter, Ein Vortrag tber ,Il
nome della rosa®, Vortrag auf dem Diskussionsforum Italien am Institut fiir Romanistik
der Universitit Erlangen-Niirnberg. Erlangen 1983.

2 Gee Webster, G.: Laughter in the Bible. St. Louis 1960 and Reines, Chaim W.: Laugh-
ter in Biblical and Rabbinic Literature. In: Judaism 21 (1972), pp. 176-183. Laughter
is negatively commotated for example-in the Old Testament in Proverbs-10:19; Psalms
140:12 and Sirach 21:20. This circumatance was emphasized especially by St. Basil of
Caesarea (330-379) and Johanues Chrysostom (344-407); see further Curtius, Ernst
Robert: Die Kirche und das Lachen. In: idem, Europdische Literatur und Lateinisches
Mittelalter. Bonn 1973, pp. 421-423; see also Le Goff, Jacques: Das Lachen im Mit-
telalter, Stuttgart 2004, p.52. The Christian Church regarded laughter therefore as
a “foreign” phenomenon which should not be imitated by the Christian believer. At
the same time it was well known that Aristotle regarded laughter as the proprium of
the human condition and therefore as a natural emotional expression of well-being;
see Aristotle: Organon. Ed./Tr. H. Zekl as: Topik. Neuntes Buch oder Uber die so-
phistischen Widerlegungsschlisse. Hamburg 1997, vol.I, p. 5, 102a, 19-22. Jacques Le
Goff remarks that Christian Church fathers criticized and even condemned laughter

1073 =44t
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Edinburgh Studies in Classical Arabic Literature
Series Editors: Wen-chin Ouyang and Julia Bray

This series departs from conventional writing on Classical Arabic Literature.
It integrates into its terms of enquiry both cultural and literary theory and
the historical contexts and conceptual categories that shaped individual
writers or works of literature. Its approach provides a forum for path-
breaking research which has yet to exert an impact on the scholarship.
The purpose of the series is to open up new vistas on an intellectual and
imaginative tradition that has repeatedly contributed to world cultures and
has the continued capacity to stimulate new thinking.

Books in the series include:

The Reader in al-Jahiz
Thomas Hefter

AL Jabiz: In Praise of Books
James E. Montgomery
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The Reader in al-Jahiz

The Epistolary Rhetoric of an Arabic PI“OSE Master

Thomas Hefter

Tirkive Divanet Vakfi
Islara Arostirmalan: Merkezi

Kitiphanesi
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Ency of islam , vol. v, p. 302 , s. v. shaman
F. Stengiass, 4 comprehensive persian - English Pictrionary, london, p. 1413 , s. v. Naghosa ,
Nighosha.
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t WZKM (Wiener Zeitschrift for die Kunde des Morgenlandes), band. 107, Wien 2017, s.

404 Besprechungen

Zu Gute halten muss man allerdings, dass im Glossar der Gétternamen konsequent von
den verschiedenen Varianten ein und desselben Namens querverwiesen wird.

Aufgelockert werden die einzelnen Kapitel durch die Illustrationen von Karl-Heinz
Bohny, welche in einem ganz eigenen Stil Motive der altorientalischen Glyptik sowie der
Rund- und Reliefplastik darstellen und veranschaulichen.

Zusammenfassend soll festgehalten werden, dass sich die Rez. dariiber freut, auf die
biaufig (nicht nur) in einfithrenden Lehrveranstaltungen gestellte Frage nach einer (wenn
méglich deutschsprachigen, nicht allzu komplizierten und vor allem auch fiir Studierende
leistbaren(!)) Einfiihrung in die wichtigsten Werke der Literatur auf Sumerisch nunmehr
ein Werk empfehlen zu kénnen, das diesen Anforderungen gerecht wird. Der Vorsatz des
Herausgebers, die literarischen Hinterlassenschaften des Landes Sumers einem breiteren
Publikum vorzustellen, wurde jedenfalls eingehalten.

Judith Pfitzner (Wien)
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Aarab, Ahmed; Lherminier, Philippe: Le Livre des animaux d’Al-Jahiz. Paris:
L’Harmattan, 2015 (Collection Acteurs de la Science). 161 Seiten. ISBN 978-2-343-

07037-7. € 16,63.
reds Yo Clsensteia- . R .
Um es vorwegzunehmen: Die vorliegende Publikation stellt die umfassendste Studie dar,

die dem bedeutendsten Autor mit seinem Werk auf dem Gebiet der klassisch-arabischen
Tierkunde gewidmet ist: al-Gahiz (m. 255/868-869) und seinem Kit3b al-hayawan. Bis-
herige Studien und Schriften zum Thema sind — bei aller gebotenen Wiirdigung — entweder
pur wenig umfangreich (genannt seien Miguel Asin Palacios: ,,El ‘Libro de Los Animales’
de Jahiz", in: Isis 14, 1930, S. 20-54, und Bernhard Lewin: ,,Djdhiz’ djurbok®, in: Lychnos
1952, S. 210-246), oder wenn auch vielfach auf ihm basierend, so doch nicht ausschlie-

lich al-Gahiz gewidmet (genannt sei Nefti Bel-Haj Mahmoud: La psychologie des animaux

chez les Arabes, notamment & travers le Kitab al-Hayawan de Djahiz, Paris 1977; Literatur
zu al-Gahiz und seinem Tierbuch vgl. etwa in Herbert Eisenstein: Einfiihrung in die ara-
bische Zoographie. Das tierkundliche Wissen in der arabisch-islamischen Literatur, Ber-
lin 1990, S. 150, Anm. 48).

Die beiden Autoren der Publikation sind einschligig ausgewiesen: Ahmed Aarab ist
Zoologe und Zoologie-Historiker, der bereits iiber al-Gahiz gearbeitet hat (vgl. Bibliogra-
phie, S. 155) und als Herausgeber der Zeitschrift Arabic Biology & Medicine (www.ara-
bicbiomed.org) firmiert, und Philippe Lherminier ist (Haustier-) Genetiker und hat sich
mit Forschungen iiber die Art einen Namen gemacht (De ['espéce, 2005, und Le mythe de
P’espéce, 2009). Nach dem Vorwort zur Publikation (Préface: mon héros était un précur-
seur, S. 5-22, mit allgemeinen Betrachtungen zur Rolle von Vorlaufern und im Speziellen
al-Gahiz als Vorlaufer auf dem Gebiet der Biologie) beinhaltet jedes der drei Kapitel des
Buchs sehr wichtige Fragestellungen und sehr richtige Aussagen. Chapitre I. La vie et
I’ceuvre (S. 23-47) handelt kaum iiber das Leben des Autors, aber tiber die ,,mittelalterli-
che® arabische Zoologie und deren weitgehendes Fehlen in wissenschaftshistorischen und
biologiegeschichtlichen Werken, da sie nicht als wissenschaftlich, vielmehr als vermit-
telnd und kompilatorisch gilt — was die Verfasser durchgehend zuriickweisen. Dass der
Rezensent zu einem anderen Ergebnis gelangt ist (vgl. Herbert Eisenstein: ,,Die arabische
Tierkunde — Zoologie oder Zoographie?* In: Wiener Zeitschrift fiir die Kunde des Mor-
genlandes 97,2007, S. 141-161) tut ihrer Argumentation allerdings keinen Abbruch. Cha-
pitre I behandelt auch al-Giahiz’ Griinde, sein Tierbuch zu schreiben, die darin vorkom-
menden Tierarten, seine Quellen und seinen keineswegs leichtglaubigen Umgang mit
ihnen, sowie seine personlichen Untersuchungen auf dem Gebiet der Tierkunde (vgl. dazu
auch in Herbert Eisenstein: ,,Some accounts on zoological experiments in Classical Arabic
literature®, in: Proceedings of the 14th Congress of the Union Européenne des Arabisants
et Islamisants, Part 2, ed. by A. Fodor, The Arabist, Budapest Studies in Arabic 15-16,
1995, S. 113-120). Chapitre II. Ecologie, éthologie (S. 49-97) bringt Inbalte aus al-Gahiz’
Werk (begleitet von iibersetzten Passagen, gelegentlich erginzt durch Aussagen anderer
arabischer Autoren), die den modemen Begriffen Biodiversitit, Okosysteme und Nah-
rungskette zuzuordnen sind. Hier kommen Verhaltensweisen von Tieren, Symbiosen, Pa-
rasitismus, Anpassung an die Umwelt, Migration (und Orientierungssinn), Kommunika-
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2231 KESSEL, Grigory. A fragment from the lost "Book -
: of admonition(s)" by Abratiamn bar Dasandad in
AP T Risala fi fadilas al- afaf (*Letter on the priority of
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0300379  Proceedings of the International Conference on
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Yet Another Pseudo-al-Jahiz? Kitab al-Hijab and its
Probable Author Ibn al-Marzban (d. 309/921)

Mohsen Zakeri
Georg-August-Universitit Gottingen, Germany
mohsen.zakeri@phil.uni-goettingen.de

Abstract

This article deals with an epistle known as Kitdb al-Hijab or Kitab al-Hijab wa-dhammih
(“Book of the Chamberlain and its Censure”), published as a work of al-Jahiz. Based on
internal evidence in Kitab al-Hijab and some specific aspects of al-Jahiz’s stylistic art
of writing, it is argued that the work is yet another of many texts wrongly attributed
to him. In addition, the adib-scholar Muhammad b. Khalaf b. al-Marzban (d. 3og/g21),
who reportedly has written one al-Hijab wa-dhammih, is proposed as its probable
author.

Keywords

Apocryphal — chamberlain ~ al-Hijab — Ibn al-Marzban — al-Jahiz

Introduction

‘Amr b. Balr al-Jahiz (d. 255/869) was a prolific author. Some two to three hun-
dred books and treatises of various lengths are attributed to him in the classi-
cal Arabic bio-bibliographical dictionaries.! A relatively large number of these
writings have survived. Modern studies of what can conveniently be called
the Jahizian-heritage have revealed that many of the works circulated under
his name are not genuine. Several explanations have been offered for this

1 Sibt b. al-Jawzi (d. 654/1256) raised this number to 369 volumes and claimed to have
seen all of them (cited by ‘Abd al-Salam Hartn in the introduction to his edition of Jahiz,
Hayawan, 1, 5).
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