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validity of the khabar al-wahid* He was victorious in spite of his opponents
much-feared dialectical style which was known to make use of every weakness
he found. Tabari, who had been Dawud al-Isfahants pupil at one time, took de-
tailed notes of the debate which he included in one of his books, thus becom-
ing the source to which posterity owed the recollection of this event.}® Tabari
did not mind that Abi Mujalid was a Mu‘tazilite; the intention of his book was
to refute Dawud al-Isfahani ‘the prolific writer’!6 Others were not so consider-
ate; they regarded Abtt Mujalid as a ‘propagandist’ (da%ya).'” They were prob-
ably referring to the fact that he wrote on the subject of the khalg al-Qurian
at a time when it was not the obvious thing to do any more — and sometimes
not a wise thing, either.!® He was said to have accused Ibn Kullab, at the time
on the rise as a serious opponent to the Mu‘tazila, of Christian inclinations.!?
The same was also said of ‘Abbad b. Sulayman; it was the standard argument
of Mu'‘tazilite polemic.?? He also debated with Nashi’, possibly regarding the
latter’s Shi‘ite tendencies.?! He was the type of theologian in whom prominent
Mu‘tazilites confided unreservedly at the time.??

4.2.4.1 Jahiz

The first one to put pen to paper against the radicals was, not for the first time,
‘Amr b. Bahr al-Jahiz, d. 255/869. The Rafidites had long been anathema to him;
he had written about — and presumably against — them and demonstrated the
difference between them and the Zaydiyya.! In his K. al-tarbr* wal-tadwir, writ-

14  Dhahabi, Siyar x 553, 81f; Lisan al-Mizan 1 162, 141f; also Hakim al-Jushami, Risalat Iblis
50, 1f.

15 Yaqut, Irshad vi 450, pu. ff,; transl. Rosenthal in: The History of al-Tabari, Introduction 121,

16 This is how I interpret dhii l-asfar in the title Radd ‘ala dhi l-asfar. This probably also
conceals an allusion to the donkey carrying the books in sura 62:5 (cf. Gilliot in: SI
69/1989/187, MIDEO 19/1989/571f,, and in: Exégése, langue et théologie 471.).

17 TB1v g5,19f; Khayyat describes him as al-du‘a’ ila -hagq (Intisar 77,13).

18  Dhahaby, Siyar x 553, 5. The disputatio also took place ‘after a quarrel concerning the
khalq al-Qur'an broke out’ (Irshad vi 451, 2); but this does not necessarily mean that this
was the topic of the actual debate, nor does it mean that it took place during the mihna:
that would be too early for all involved. It is also certainly not necessary to imagine a fur-
ther, separate debate, as Raven suggests in [bn Dadwiid al-Ishahdn sf.

19 Mankdim, ShUXh 294, apu. {f

20  Seep. 213 below.

21 IM g3,10f; regarding Nashi’ see p. 160ff. below.

22 Ibn Abi ‘Awn reports an argument between Abt Mujalid and a Manichaean (Al-gjwiba
al-muskita 147 no. 883, where the name must be corrected accordingly).

1 Catalogue of Works xxX, no. 61-62.

Ess, Josef van, Theology and Society in the Second and Third Century of the Hiira: a History of

Religious Thought in Early Islam, c. IV, terc. Gwendolin Goldbloom: edit. Maribel Fierro,

M. Siikrii Hanioglu, Renata Holod, Florian Schwarz, Leiden: E. J. Brill, 2018. iISAM DN. 281786




