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Muhammad b. al-Hanafiyya.4” — A second disciple*® was more famous but at
least just as colourful a figure:

Jabir b. Yazid b. al-Harith ‘Abd Yaghiith al-Juj,

a South-Arab from the tribal federation of the Madhhij*® who according to
the majority of the sources died in the year 128/745.5° Thus he had lived in
the time of Muhammad al-Bagir and attached himsel to the circles in Kiifa
that expected their salvation from the latter. Consequently, the later Imamite
tradition could no lenger do without him. He also left behind several historical
monographs which were dear to the Shiites: on the Battle of the Camel, on
Siffin, on Nahrawan, on the murder of ‘All and the death of Husayn;>! Nasr b.
Muzihim quoted extensively from the K. Siffin.52 Even Sunni authorities who
did not deny their sympathy for ‘Ali, such as Sufyan al-Thawrl or Shuba had
recourse to him;53 Abti Dawiid, Tirmidhi and Ibn Maja in this way took over
some hadiths from him. Bukhari and Muslim, however, did not trust him.

In fact, in the confused brains of Baqir’s Kiifan disciples so many fantasy
constructs sprung up that neither accorded with Sunni nor with orthodox
Shrite ideas and later became a burden to Jabir’s legacy. Attractively narrated
miracle stories are among them, fairy tales from the spirit world or about
bewitched pots with which ordinary folk among whom they circulated con-
firmed the supernatural powers of the Imams.5* Later, prophecies with the
isnad Jabir ‘an Bagir also sold well55 But alongside them are found gnostic
speculations which continue to proliferate more and more. Muhammad and
his descendants become understood as pre-existing beings that previous to

47  Nu‘mani, Ghayba 290 £, no. 7.

48  U.Sezgin, Abii Mifnaf134.

49 Not their mawla as Halm maintains, Gnosis 97 f. and in: Der Islarn 58/1981/2g, fn. 52.

50  CE with this and what follows the article by Médelung in E12, Suppl. 232 f. Sometimes
one finds completely fantastical death dates such as 167 (in Mizan 1, 384, 1. 8) or 166
(in Damiri, Hayat al-hayawan 1, 323, 1. 21). '

51  Najashi g4, I 1 ff,; on this Gas 1/307 and Prozoroy, Istorideskaya literatura 46 ff. Quota-
tions from the K. Magta! Husayn for instance in Abit'}-Faraj, Magatil 83, 1. 9; 85,11 5 f. and
last] ff.

52  Cf Wag'at Siffin, Index s. n; on this U. Sezgin, Abl Mthnaf 133 f. Petersen, All and
Mu'dwiya 62 £, draws attention to the fact that Jabir here stands out through forged eye-
witness accounts.

53  ‘Uqayli, Du'af&’1, 191 &, no. 240, and Mizin no. 142s; cf. also Halm, Gnosis g6.

54  Onthis in detail Halm, Gnosis 101 ff. -

55  Magatil 542,11 7 ff., connected with the year 199, i.e. from the time of Abti'l-Saraya.
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