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Ali Yilmaz®
“Oria Cag'm En Cjnegnli el-Mecisif Elestirmeni”

Hayat

Ebu Muhammed Cabir b. Eflah, Islam medeniyet ve kiiltiiriiniin Av-
rupa’ya akismndaki en éneml merkezlerden birisi olan Ispanya‘da (Endii-
liis/Sevilla) diinyaya geldi. Maimonides Deldletiil-Hairin ($agirmiga. Reh-
ber) adl1 eserinde Endiiliislii baz astronomlardan bahsederken, Veniis ve
Merkiiriin Giineg'in iizerinde oldugu fikrini aldig1 kisinin (Cabir b. Eflah)
oglu ile sahsen tarughfmdan s6z eder. Maimonides’in, 1204 yilinda vefat
ettigi bilindigine gore, Cabir'in 6litm tarihi 12. yiizyiln ortalar olarak tah-
min edilmektedir. o

Endiiliis bblgesi Emevi devleti tarafindan fethedildikten sonra bir miid-
det valiler tarafindan idare edilmistir. Emevi siilalesinden olan Abdurrah-
man b. Muaviye bir sekilde Endiiliis’e gegmis (756), Miisliimanlara devlet
bagkaru olup; dagmik hilde bulunan insanlari toplayarak 1031 yilma ka-
dar Endiiliis Emevi devletinin 275 yil giiclii bir sekilde devam etmesini

saglamstir. Iki devlet (Abbasi-Endiiliis Emevi), her ne kadar birbirinin -

rakibi olsa bile kiiltiir ve medeniyet birikimlerini paylagarak Avrupa’daki
kangikiiklan iyi degerlendirmigtir. Cabir b. Eflah, Avrupa ve diinyada bi-
lim ve kiiltiir aggsmdan popiiler oldugu zaman diliminde kendi devletinin
yagadi siyasi sorunlari bizzat miisahede etmistir. Eflah’m, Endiiliis Eme-
vi devletinin yikihgmdan sonra Araplarm hikimiyetinde olup, daha sonra

Murabitlar tarafindan idare edilen bir yerde biiytimesi, kanigik demogra- -

fik yap icinde onun Arap asilh oldugunu gostermektedir. O, Endiiliis’te
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Jabir b. Aflah

Abti Muhammad Jibir b. Aflah
al-Ishbilf or al-Andalusi was a mathema-
tcian and theoretical astronomer who
lived most likely in Seville during the first
half of the sixth/twelfth century. Virtu-
ally nothing is known about his life, but
his chronology seems well established
due to the fact that: 1) Maimonides
(d. 601/1204; Guide, 268-9) says that he
was acquainted with Jabir’s son; 2) Accord-
ing to Ihn al-Qifit (d. 645/1248), Joseph
ben Yehudah ben Sham‘an (d. 623/1226)
brought Jabir’s Islgh al-Magjistt (“Revision
of the Almagest”) from Ceuta to al-Fustat
before 583/1187, where he revised the
book with Maimonides (Ta%i#%, 319, 392—
3); 3) Ibn Rushd (Averroes, d. 595/1198),
in his Mukhtasar al-Majistt (abridgement of
the Almagest), states that Jabir lived in his
own century, which began in 500/1106
(Lorch, Astronomy, 86, 104); 4) Gerard of
Cremona (d. c.583/1187) translated the
Islzh into Latin before 570/1175 (Bellver,
Criticas a Piolomeo, 27-8).

Besides three minor mathematical
works, which survive in Hebrew or Latin
translations, his most important book,
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_preserved in Arabic as well as in Latin and

Hebrew translations, is the Islah al-Mafist,
also titled £313b al-hay’a (“Book on cosmol-
ogy”). A list of the extant manuscripts
of the Arabic, Latin, and Hebrew Isizh
is provided by Lorch (Astronomy, 88-94;
Manuscripts). Another Arabic manuscript
(Tehran, Majlis MS 1440SS) has more
recently been identified by S. M. Muzaf-
fari. The three manuscripts studied so far
(Escorial MS 910 and 930, and Berkin MS
5653) correspond to two different recen-
sions of the book, and the Berlin manu-
script may represent the revision made
by Maimonides and Joseph ben Yehudah
(Lorch, Astronomy).

Jabir rewrote the Adimagest to make it
more accessible. As explained in the intro-
duction (Bellver, Lugar): 1) he was inter-
ested only in the theoretical contents of
Ptolemy’s (d. ¢.175 C.E.) book because

_ its practical applications had been ren-

dered obsolete by Islamic zfjes (“astro-
nomical tables™); 2) he specifically wanted
to explain in detail the procedures and
proofs that he found too brief, mathemati-
cally inconsistent, or purely approximative
in the Almagest; 3) Ptolemy’s only trigono-
metrical tool was Menelaus’ (. 100 C.E.)
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