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. dimugratiyya — democracy
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The difference between the two senses of ‘democracy’ can be determined by inves-
tigating two aspects of Muslim and European societies: their stratification and their
-ways of operating. "

The stratification of society 09 Nisan 2017

European societies, as is known and expressed by European languages, are vertically
stratified. Some people have higher rank, others have lower. Everybody has superiors,
bosses and/or employees, underlings. A ruler has subjects. The state can be strong
or weak, and in terms of society we often talk about the ‘top 10 percent’ as the elite.
These people have a higher rank than others and are supérior to them in some or all
respects, and are therefore ‘looked up to’. In the New Testament —a book reflecting
the political view of the Romans, which continues to have a decisive influence on
Européan views up to the present day —Paul the apostle writes: “Everyone must subrmt
himself to the governing authorities” (Rom. 13,1).' T

" In Islam the power structure is stratified horizontally, This idea is best expressed by
the root wly. The person closest to the ruler is the crown prince, walf al- ‘ahd. The people
exercising power ‘stand close’ (muwali) to the ruler. The word for ‘power’ is wilayat.
Non-Arabs who are accepted into the community or non-Muslims who are close to an
influential person acquire the status of mawld, but the same word can be used for a
 patron, a lord or even for the Lord. Wali al-amr is an appointed leader, whereas a ‘holy’
person, one close to Allah is a walf. In Istanbul the royal palace was divided into three
parts. The ‘outer court’ was fairly easy to get into. The ‘middle court’ was much harder
to enter, and the ‘inner court’ (enderun) was only available to the family members of the
Turkish sultan and the highest ranking servants of the state. So the direction of move-
" ment towards the seat of power was not upwards but inwards.

The same approach is reflected in the terms @mmat, which can be applied to any-
one, and khdssat, which applies to the highest ranking people close to the ruler. The
meaning of the first term is ‘general’, and that of the second ‘special’, that is, a-person
who is not part of the general mass (far from the rulér) butis a member ofa small and
select group near him.

1 This, and all other Bible quotes, were taken from tbe New Internatmnal Version www.
biblegateway.com. '
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Muslim Political Theory: a Comparative Terminological
Investlgatmn edit. Miklos Maroth, Piliscsaba: The Avicenna
Institute of Middle Eastern Studies, 2010. ISAM Dn. 246501
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CUMHURIYET

1 EBRU DUZENLI, ?Islahat, tanzimat, mesrutiyet, cumhuriyet ve hirriyet? kavramlarinin anlagiima
diizeyleri: 11. sinif 6grenci gorisleri, Karadeniz Teknik Universitesi, Yiiksek Lisans, 2011
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