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Lane, Lexicon =
Lane, Edward William. An Arabic-English lezicon. Londpn, 1863;

repr. Beirut,1980.
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Jews, towards the Arab-Islamic conquest of Bilad al-Sham and the
question of their role therein.” Die Welt des Orients 18 (1987):

64~71. -
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Levy-Rubin, Milka. “Shurif ‘Umar and its alternatives: the legal
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Rubin, “Arabia and the Holy land” =
Rubin, Uri. “Arabia and the Holy Land: a Mecca-Jerusalem axis
of sanctity.” Jerusalem Studies in Arabic and Islam 34 (2008):

345-362.

——, “Muhammad’s night journey” =
Rubin, Uri. “Mubammad’s night journey to al-Masjid al-Aqgsa:
aspects of the earliest origins of the Islamic sanctity of Jerusalem.”
Al-Qantara 28 (2008): 147-165.

——, Bye of the beholder =
Rubin, Url. The eye of the beholder. Princeton, 1995.

Serekh Berachot =
In Megillat ha-serakhim. The rule scroll: a scroll from the wilder-
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(1965) 1996.

Szilagyi, “Monk” =
Szildgyi, Krisztina. “Mubammad and the Monk.” J erusalem, Stud-
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ITY VERSUS A
MEDIEVAL ISLAM

Ersilia Francesca
Université di Napoli “L’Orientale”
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Introduction

Islam is not a religion which calls for the renunciation of the material
world: on the contrary the Qur’an encourages man to take advantage of
the goods which God has given to him for his benefit (see 4:32; 20:81).
Islam itself therefore poses no objection whatsoever to earning, as long
as it is realized by legal means, as monetary income is necessary for the
basics of human life of the believer and his dependents.

While a discussion of the origins and early development of Islamic
economic ethics is beyond the scope of this paper, it must be pointed out
that early Islam never condemned any entrepreneurial activity as such.
The Prophet himself, who has been a merchant before receiving the call
to prophethood and never denigrated this period of his life, did attack
the Qurashis of Mecca, singling out specifically their economic inter-
ests, but only because of their egoism and denial of his Message (Qur’an
2:193-194; 7:28; 62:9-11). Early Islam stigmatised interest (ib@) in all
the guises by which it could then be performed, as well as the sale of
hazard. This entailed, evidently, a moral condemmnation of those who
had become rich by thriving on the misery of others. On the other
hand, the Muslim economy certainly relied on profit as it recognised and
drew up contracts aimed at securing a profit for money put to work by
means of investments in entrepreneurial activities. This could be done
through partnership (shirka), or through capitalist merchant activity
(commenda, girad, mudareba), by which an agent could trade with the
money placed by a investor on the condition that all gain should be
divided between them. The Muslim commenda was considered by mer-
chants of all confessions as preferable to previous economic practices and
was in continual usage in the Mediterranean and Western world during
the Middle Ages.

At the beginning of Islam, Abl Dharr, a famous companion of the
Prophet, preached an ascetic way of life emphasising poverty and calling

151
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