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Ibn Rosteh’s calculation of the mileage of the distance to

ON: £79336 -

AL-YU HF AH

Al-Juhfah, a halt on the northern pilgrim route to Mecca,
is important in that it is not only the rendezvous of pilgrims,
but also the point at which certain pilgrims have to start
observing the rules of the hajj. Hence it is mentioned by
all Arab geographers of the period under consideration,
often with additional information. According to Ibn
Khurradadhbeh, who locates it south of al-Abwa’ and north
of Qudaid, it is a place in Tihamah with wells; and lies at a
distance of eight miles from the sea. The distance between
al-Juhfah and al-Abwa’ is twenty-seven miles which is the
same as that between al-Juhfah and Qudaid. He singles
out the Syrian pilgrims as having to start their pilgrimage
rites there.?

Al-Ya‘qiibi locates al-Juhfah, which, according to him,
forms a dependency of Mecca,2 south of al-Abwa’ and
north of Qudaid without giving the mileage.3 He mentions
al-Juhfah both in connection with the conventional route
batween Mecca and Medina,3 and the coastal route between
Ailah and Mecca.4 He locates Ghadir Khumm at two miles’
distance from the road to al-Juhfah.3 Of the population of
al-Juhfah, al-Ya‘qubi says that it comes from the Sulaim.3

1. Ibn Khurradadhbeh, op. cit., p. 131.
2. Al-Ya‘qabi, Buldan, p. 316.
3. Ibid., p. 314. 4. Ibid., p. 341.

and from al-Juhfah is in accordance with that of Ibn Khur-
radadhbeh, except for the distance between al-Juhfah and
Qudaid which is assessed at twenty-nine miles. Ibn Rostch
also states that al-Juhfah is the point at which the Syrian
pilgrims should start performing their pilgrimage rites.
He describes al-Juhfah as a huge-sized village whose supply
of water comes from wells. Qudamah differs from his
predecessors not only in calculating the distance between
al-Juhfah and Qudaid as twenty-six miles, but also in describ-
ing al-Juhfah as a sea port.2 Ibn Khurradadhbeh, Ibn Rosteh
and Qudamah mention only the conventional route between
Medina and Mecca. Al-Mas‘adi states that al-Juhfah lies
at a distance of ten miles from Rabigh for those who travel
from Medina.3 This somewhat complicated definition is
borrowed from al-Waqidi to the letter.4 Ibn Sa‘d’s description
is less complicated as he says that al-Ahya’, situated in the
valley of Rabigh, is at a distance of ten miles from al-Juhfah
on the left hand side of the road «f you want Qudaid».s
Al-Mas‘adi also places Ghadir Khumm near al-Juhfah.

Al-Istakhri describes al-Juhfah, situated at two miles’
distance from the sea, as the only village between Mecca
and Medina with a permanently settled population. It shares
this trait with Faid to which it is also comparable in size.
Al-Juhfah, he adds, is notable for its prosperity.6 Ibn Hauqal

. Ibn Rosteh, op. cit., p. 178.

. Qudamah, op. cit., p. 187.

. Al-Mas‘adi, Tanbih, p. 234.

. Al-Wagidi, op. cit., vol. 1, p. I0.

. Ibn Sa‘d, op. cit., part 2, vol. 2, p. 2.
. Al-Istakhri, op. cit., p. 24.
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