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Archéelogie lamique

T2 5 1994

Julfar, cité portuaire
du Golfe arabo-persique
a la période islamique

\

par Claire Hardy-Guilbert (C.N.R.S.)*

SUMMARY :

The archaeological site of Julfar in the United Arab Emirates, is situated on
the South-East side of the Arabo-Persian Gulf. It extends along an inshore bay
to the North of the modern city of Ra’s al-Khaimah for a distance of 2
kilometres by 300-400 metres wide. Two seasons of archaeological research
M}ere gcarried out in 1989 and 1990 by the International Archaeological Project
of Julfar.
The French Julfar excavations, located at al-Mataf, opened an area of 150
square metres. In this excavation we found several dwelling levels, with a
" large cooking-place (with six bread (?) ovens), built on a trapezoidal tower
made of stones and a surrounding wall. The dwelling units look like barasti
habitations and two of the ovens are made in a ceramic jar. The excavated
part of the surrounding wall is built in a composite material of mud-brick
(the inner face) and of large calcareous stones (the outer face). The remains
of this building suggest that it is one of the forts which existed during the
Portuguese period at Julfar. '
A type analysis of the finds recovered in this area suggests a similar chronolo-
gical sequence to that which J. Hansman suggested, from the XI Vth to the
XVIIth centuries. This material shows the richness of the local ceramic
production (Julfar ware). The imported ceramics are from many countries
including Iran, Iraq, the Indus Valley, Thailand (Sawankhalok jars, cela-
don), Viet-Nam (blue and white porcelain, Annamese dishes), and China
(blue and white porcelain and celadon). A notable unglazed ceramic is
decorated “a cru”, with combed, incised gouged and stamped motifs ; it is
also molded with typical Islamic patterns (interlaced designs, floral arabes-
ques, fleurons, and Arabic inscriptions).
The city‘that we are presently digging, Julfar, is the tutelage of the Ormuzi
and the Portuguese, kings and a prosperous commercial center with intense
‘maritime trade. We may deduce, perhaps, that Julfar took over the commer-
cial activities from Sohar in Oman, during this period.

% L’étude des sources anciennes arabes a été effectuée en collaboration avec Frangoise
Micheau, maitre de conférences a I’Université de Paris I-Sorbonne qui a rendu visite a la
mission en février 1990. La lecture du matériel épigraphique arabe a été confiée a Ludvik
Kalus, professeur a 1'Université de Paris IV-Sorbonne.
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