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Notes on Costume from Arabic Sources
By REUBEN LEVY

OLY’S Dictionnaire des Noms des FPeétenents b long ugo

settled the meanings of the great majority of the terms

used for clothes and clothing in Arabic. Texts not available

at the time of its compilation have come to hand in the mean-

while, and, further, something still remains to be said on the
social and historical aspects of the subject.

In general it may be said that the dress of Bedouin and town-
dweller, except among the poorest, has as a rule differed,
and that, whereas fashions have altered not infrequently
amongst townspeople, the dress of the dweller in the desert
hag remained over long periods without much alteration. In
the costume of the former also a distinction has usually to be
made between the costume of the private individual and that
of the officinl. It is proposed liere to deal chielly with the dress
of the towns, as offering greater variety w.d also because the
references availuble are niore nmmerous, and to deal first with
that of private individuals.

1

Tradition is naturally carveful to record what the Prophet
Mubammad wore, but in this, as in other watters, it 1s apt
to be coloured by the predilections of the transmittors. The
inelination of picty is to clothe him in the garb of asceticisiy ;
yet, apart from the statement that he disliked the wearing of
silk,? it 1s by no means certain that he insisted upon simplicity
ia dress. He himsclf until the end of his life never wore wool *

P In the margins of the late Professor W. Robertson Smith’s copy,
now in the Library of Christ’s College, there are @ number of notes in his
hand, Some of them have been used here and are marked by the initials
CWLORLKY

2 Thn Sa'd, 1, 0, 151 f, 0

3 Md. Zayn al-*Abidin al-*Uwmari, Kiab al-Turez {(B.ML MBS, Or. 11,259
(2)), f. 49a. -

///'/éf’/é Fé/ et g,/,{,/,:’,{:g% & ,//’{; Epa / c’g@'/(_;f? é/aiﬂir .

NOTES ON COSTUME FROM ARABIC SOURCES 321

Males put the garmnent on when they reached puberty
and “to tie on the wir”” meant to become a ghuldm, ie.
to grow up.! Boys as u rule wore a gubd’ and a belt,? und when
dressed for eircumcision put on festive coloured clothes,3

The <2dr, however, was not specially o male garment,
although it was regarded as the characteristic dress of Arabs.®
Women wore it,% and if, in the privacy of their homes, they
might wear a ghildle (chemise) instead,® nevertheless it was
regarded as essential for wear out of doors.  Thus Tabari,’
describing the raids on private houses which took place on
Mu‘tamid’s return from Samarra, says that the women were
forced to flee into the streets without an ¢z@r. In later times
the term came to be applied to an outer wrap worn exclusively
Ly women, and it is possible, tlerefore, that the garment to
which reference is made in the instance quoted had already
developed into something more than the primitive waist-
wrapper.

Like the izar, the rida’ also was worn by both men and
women.® It appears to have been a cape or cloak worn over
the shoulders * and covering the ganls,*® although sometimes
it might be put over the Lead for protection against the
weather or for other reasons.!' Doubtless the style of the
garment, and obviously the manner of wearing, differed with
the sex of the wearer.

The gamis, which is mentioned as part of the Prophet’s

‘attire, was an addition to the indispensable parts of dress.

Naga’id, i, 719.
Aghant, ix, 98, 1. 8.
Ibn Qutayba, ‘Uyan, i, 299,
Raghib, op. cit., ii, 212,
Aghani, iv, 68, L 7; xiii, 131, 1. 19 and 159, 1. 16.
1hid,, iv, 62. (They might, of course, wear other costume teo.  Cf. ibid.,
v, 64.)
7 i, 2122,
1)

a o e W B e

Cf. note 5, supra.

Ibn Qutayba, *Uyan, i, 301 ; cf, Naga'id, Pe47, 1. 3.

19 Thn Sa'd, vir (ii), 133, 1. 6.

't Tabari, i, 2736 ; X. al-Turuz, ff. 64b, 65a.

JrAS. APRIL 1935. 2]
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Imprimé au Liban

DICTIONNAIRE DETAILLE

bES

NOMS DES VETEMENTS

CHEZ LES

ARABES

OUVRAGE COURONNE ET PUBLIE PAR LA TROISIEME CTASSE

DE LINSTITUT ROYAL DES PAYS-BAS

R. P. A. DOZY.

»Qu puiser sur le costume de tant de contrées
» étrangéres des renseignements précis et exacts? —
+Dans les manuscrits de nos bibliothbques si pea
» consultés , dans les voyages anciens el méconnus.”

M. Fenoivaxp Dewis.
(Journal asiatigue, tom. X, pag. 320).

LIBRAIRIE DU LIBAN
Riad Solh Square
BEIRUT

106 s

désizne le méme vétement que celui qui est indiqué par le
mot %7, c'est-a-dire: »une robe ample et flottante; la largeur
»de ses manches égale & peu prés la longueur de la robe elle-
nméme; elle est faite de soic et ordinairement de couleur
nd'ocillet, de rose ou de violette.” Quand les dames veulent
sortir, elles se revétent d’abord de cette robe, pour former
la 8;{3;5, c’est-d-dire le costume qu’elles mettent par-dessus
leurs autres habits, quand elles sortent. Quelques femmes
du peuple portent aussi un w,5 de la méme fagon, mais
en lin. On peut voir la fagon de cette robe, dans 'ouvrage de
M. Lape, pag. 64, la figure 4 gauche. On s'enveloppe sou-
vent la téte des manches de cet habit, soit poﬁr empécher
quelles n’incommodent, soit pour remplacer la a.;rb Voyez
Ia ﬁgure 4 droite dans I'ouvrage de M. Lane, pag G4, et pag.
65, 66.

Le mot 5 ou »y5 me semble avoir acquis ce sens qu’assez
récemment. M. le comte de Chabrol ne désigne la robe ample
des dames que par le mot &low; et je n’ai jamais rencontré le
mot 5, en ce sens, chez les auteurs arabes. Il est vrai que
j’at cru rencontrer le 5 dans quelques passages des Mille
ef une Nuits; mais un examen plus approfondi m’a fait recon-

naitre que mon opinion était mal fondée (2).
ment le ww; Yoyez Burckhardt, Arab. Proverbs, no 15 et no 174, et comparez
M. Caussin de Perceval, Grammaire arabe vulgaire, pag. 4.

(?) Peuntétre M. Lane a-t-il eu la méme idée. Compares, par exemple, les Mille
ot une Nuifs, &, Macnaghten, tom. [, pag. 166, avec la traduction anglaise, tom.
I, pag. 276.

Je dois encore faire observer que dans la liste des mots arabes, donnée par Brei-

tenbach (Beschreibung der Reyse unnd Wallfahrt, fol, 115 v®), le mot Zaud est

u}.:-—- K 107

Les Touarics ont une grande chemise en toile de coton, or-
dinairement bleue, ou bleue et blanche, 4 manches trés-amples,
Hls donnent & cette chemise le nom de Z'ob ou Tobe. (Voyez
Hornemann, Tagebuch seiner Reise von Cairo nach Murzuck,
pag. 69; le capitaine Lyon, Travels in Northern Africa, pag.
110 ; Denham et Clapperton, Foyages, tom I, pag. 251). Ce

mot 7'0b ou 7Zobe w’est peut-dtre rien d’autre que le mot arabe

u’; ou “:”}‘3'

i~ et, dans le dialecte de PEgypte, Kim-

Dans le Sai% de Bokhari tom. IL, man. 356, fol. 167 r° et
v°) on trouve deux chapitres dont I'un est intitulé: »Chapitre
»sur celul qui met une djobbak aux manches étroites, en voya-
»ge,” et Pautre: »Chapitre sur la djobbak en laine dans la
»guerre sainte.” Les voiel: & \)“‘(‘" Ripd Kam U’**" &.,G E
w2 P.«Lw ke &Mt Lo M” kst — — — — f—lm-”
WLW Kam [ajoutez: ] M) Lm)M =l (1) i Just 3
KaaS po X300 ;s st *€->; M, ,’ Udadied
s Lighois &A.A‘ s w230 }.aL: aino LK
— ‘—)}-x.' & Seadl xam Gl ol anis ey &w!).a 302
A wtd phwy xake «I Lo SAA” i Y — — —

N LSM&J:J)U.::J).A Pnubﬁudu’dl.mfmn

fv)s Q' éh—*w'—’ pb Gy gen Eam &él-ﬁ; R

expliqué par Rock. Il me semble que chez les anciens voyageurs allemands, le mot

Rock est aussi vague que le mot arabe L..v,..) pris dans le sens de vestis.

TS I

1) On lit sur Ja marge du manuscrit: . 11 ’en faut de beaucoup que les

lecons sur la marge de ce manuscrit, soient toujours des corrections.
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