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Barry Wood

The Battle of Chalderan: Official History and Popular Memory

This artice examines some manuscripts of the so-called “Anonymous Histories of Shah
Esmdil’ with a view to answering the question: How did people in post-1514 Iran
remember the Battle of Childerin? After a brief examination of these manuscripts, the
article focuses on three moments of the battle—the Safavid council of war, Esmails clash
with Malquch-oghli, and the Ottoman cannonade—to explore the ways in which popular
memory embellished and altered the events we know from the official histories. Such
changes reveal that the loss at Childerin may have marked the end of Shah Esmdils
aura of invincibility, but not of bis larger-than-life image in the minds of his countrymen.

Keywords: Safavids; Shah Esma'il I; Childeran; Historiography; Popular Literature

The Battle of Chailderin

The Battle of Chaldcran in August 1514 was a turning point in the history of the
Safavid dynasty.! Coming at the climax of years of escalating tension between the Safa-
vids and the Ottomans, particularly after the accession of Sultan Selim I to the throne in
1512, it was a complete and utter rout that meant the permanent loss of Anatolia ro the
Otromans: It also spelled the end of Shah Esma'il's unbroken series of victories over his
enemies, and therewith the end of his aura of invincibility in the eyes of his Qezelbash

- devotees.* After Chalderan, Esma‘il never again led his men in battle, although he lived

for ten more years.

The general outline of the batde itself, as reconstructed from the historical sources,
may be summarized as follows.> Determined to quash the meddlesome power to his
cast, the Orroman Sultan Selim I led a vast army, including Janissaries and
cannons, out of Istanbul and all the way across Anatolia in the height of the
summer of 1514. This army was met by the Safavid forces at the plain of Childeran,
near Khoy, on 23 August. During his pre-bartle council of war, it was suggested to
Shah Esmail that he launch his atrack immediately, before the Ottomans could
take the time to set up their ranks and especially their lines of cannon. The shah, it
is said, scoffed at this advice. The result of this cavalier attitude was a crushing

defeat. Outnumbered from the beginning, the Safavids were decimated by the

Barry Wood teaches Persian and Arabic at Bogazici University in Istanbul.

© 2016 The International Sociery for Iranian Studies Routledge
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SELIM 1, Suitan of the Turks. Schreiben an
Prinzen Stilejman, enthaitend die Nachricht des
Sieges” bei Tschaldiran; mit des Prinzen Ant-
wort. herausgegeben und ibersetzt wvon M,
Wickerhauser. Tirkische Chrestomathie,

pp. 252-255.

1041 RAHIMLOU, Youssef. La cox}tradictjon inter-
Qizilbache et défaite de Tchalduap (920/1514).
Journal of Azerbaijani Studies, 11 (1998) pp.71-81

3343 GALLETTI, Mirella. The battle of Galdiran represented
. napainting in Sicily.  Osmanhilar ve Avrupa: seyahat
%&, v :(’ar,y[_a,wna ve etkilesim: erken kasik donemden
o XVIIL yatzynl sonuna kadar The Ottomans and E urope:
})';W travel, encounter and interaction: from the early
Q @2‘“ - classical period until the end of the 181h century. Ed,
s . Seyfi Kenan. Istanbul: ISAM, 2010, pp.543-362.

[Qnomzm victory over the Safavids in 1514. Canvas in
Mirto Palace, Palermo.]
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Besides within the Ottoman Empire itself, there was ‘z:l :::ﬁ;
Shi‘ah population consisting of Turkomans who ge

. "
ided in eastern ‘Anatolia. It was strongly In sympathy wi h
res!

i bellion
i a 4] had tried to provoke rebeil
e Selo L T . re, he decided to invade Iran.?

. S“lta‘: IS;:T‘ wIa:s f?llglifihe famous Battle og ghaldlrgn
QD 23‘ Al;}l;\‘fsh Isma‘il suffered a crushing defeat. It1s interesting
e et that Babur adopted the same kind of strate%y _at
" nOtettlll:smcf Panipat and Kanwahd against Sultan Ibra?nm
;l.lsd?:nd Rana Sangd respectivcly. The Ottomffms Padhs"tztl;:;
ir musketeers behind 2 barrier of gun carr_xages whic! !
e thel'r e ith chains. The Battle of Chaldiran totally des
o hﬂke_d V;: 3il’s morale and also considerably weakened
trf) y‘adl.dgh a‘hn ::s fanatically loyal Qizilbash follow?r.s, who hz;i
o 1‘1111)0 ixhplicitly, because they had supcrstmously he
;:’;Y:: be tr;lle physical manifestation of God Himself andi ;}11:;:;,
invinci i roken man on
o abwlum‘:ol?;mcgeﬁmiisi:i;bas effectively upqn the
lQSiit:l,bau;az}i:)es as b?:;ofe and witnessing distressing manifesta-

4

a a‘ d by hi .
h Isma‘il was succeede '
S_%a ho gradually developed confidence as well as clhp-
T e il 1533 and 1548, the Ottoman Sultan

lomaﬁc abltlllxtz.MI::::;:nt invaded Azarbaijan no 1e§s. than
SlllWu'mns Hitherto Tabriz had been the capital whxch‘w?s
g::l::ru;: <;n several occasions and Tah(r)rilsp :Ic::ga};: :a:zzr:;
i i om
femo‘(’ii“f ?;S :gimlghﬁzgﬁid rl;l;:e some territory to ’fhe
gif:m:ns, who however, Were not' able to o;/e;v:l:e:; 111:;;
' ason was that the Ottoman line of supply was Jon
o 1':1 Kurds, in particular, took advantagf: of thlS.. t 1y
23:1 oﬁ'e straggiers and raided baggage trains. Ultimately

Tahmasp was able to negotiate the treaty of Amasya in 1555
a

W) t i 5
hich secured him peace with the Ottomans for thiry years.
ic ) ‘

3 Ibid., pp- 315, 316.
& Ibid., pp. 401 ff.
5 Ibid., pp- 333, 405.

.

- to this book. -

‘between the Muslim countries and Europe safe.

|
RELATIONS WITH OTHER POWERS } 121
Tahmasp died in 1576. Between 1578 and 1590 the Ottomans

conquered extensive territories including Gcclprgia Shirwin
- R "~ y =32
and Daghistin The Persian counter-attack w;

repulsed by Ozdemiroghlu Osman Pasha. Five Fyseasrl;c;scsfl:ﬂy
Ottomans captured Tabriz and Maraghah; anc Ganjah ;
Qarabagh fell to them in 1588. In 1586 the Turks cogl ﬁ;nd
tpe Persian Iraq. ‘Abd-u’llah Khan Uzbek, as has becléxil hlée
tioned earlier, invaded Khurasan and conquered Hcrat oI:
17 March; 1588.6 The new Shah of Iran, ‘Abbis I who had
asc§nded the throne in 1587 sued for peace. fhe con ﬁered
~ territories remnined with the Ottomans, Shih ‘Al$bﬁs prc?rﬁised
tha.t the Sunnis would not be persecuted in Iran, and his brother
Haidar Mirzi was sent to Istanbul. Shah ‘Abbas mounted his :
cou‘nter offensive in 1603 and continued fighting the Uzi)cks
until 1618. During this period, the Uzbeks, who iad lost their
greatleader ‘Abd-ullah Khin Uzbek, were defeated. Shah ‘Abb‘
also recaptured Tabrizin 1603.7 Two years later an O -
force was fepulsed. These hostilities resulted in Shzihi
ing an alliance with the Habsburgs of Austria— and with Spain,
who were traditionally the enemies of the Turks. | -

He also tried
to :c-rout_e through Moscow and the Indian Ocean the silk
trade of his country. The latter led him to m:goti1

. ; ate with Eng- .
!and a deal by which the silk goods of Iran would be soldnfo
it.8 Thus Turkey was deprived of the silk trade

‘ wﬁich formerly
| had brought her consxderable revenue. The relations between
the Turks and the Iranis, after Akbar’s death, are: not relevant -
o o

. . i .
The Seljuks had enriched Anatolia by making the trade roﬁtcs'
. . It was this.
prosperity of -Anatolia that was almost destroyed by Iran, en-

riching Western carriers of trade by the sea. The Seljuk sultans

also had the foresight to use their military power to protect

ttoman’
‘Abbas seek- -

§ Ibid, p. 415, - : ‘
7 Iid., p. 417. | }
5 Ibid, p. 339,
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CALDIRAN SAVASI

1 YALGIN BUYUKYILDIRIM, Caldiran Savasi ve Anadolu Alevileri {izerindeki etkileri, Erciyes Universitesi,
Yiksek Lisans, 2012
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longer exists, although MS 5547 in the Yusuf
Aga library, Konya, contains passages said to
be copied from it.
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PARVANEH MOHBAMMADI
TR. WITH ADDITIONS BY M, I. WALEY

Chaldirin (Caldwan), the battle of,
took place on the plain of Chaldiran on 2
Rajab g20/23 August 1514, when an Otto-
man army led by Sultan Salim (Selim) I
(r. 918—926/i512-1520) confronted Iranian
troops under the command of Shah Isma‘TlI
(r. 907-930/1501-1524).

The first set piece battle between the
Ottoman and the Safawid rulers, the battle
of Chaldiran was, on the one hand, the result

of both immediate. causes and more general
" conditions, and on the other, it marked the
beginning of a change in attitude on the part
of the newly formed Safawid state towards
its Western neighbour.

The confrontation which took place at
Chaldiran arose out of the confrontation
between the Ottoman empire which was
expanding eastwards into Eastern Anatolia
and the newly established Safawid state in
Persia which drew its support and man-
power largely from the Turkoman tribes
of the same region. The borders between
the two states were not defined and the
Safawids held power in parts of Eastern
Anatolia. The background to the confron-
tation may be summed up thus, in the late
oth/isth century a branch of the Safawids,
originally the leaders of a Sufi order with
its centre at Ardabil in Adharbayjan, had
established a large following among the
nomadic Tuwrkomans of Eastern Anato-
lia who adhered to what are described as
ghulat beliefs in some of the sources which
are unsympathetic to them (q.v. ‘Ahl-i Haqq'
and ‘Babai Movement'). As a result these
Turkoman tribesmen were largely alienated
from the expressions of religion and author-
ity espoused by the Ottomans who were
Sunnis, and they regarded the young Shah
Ismal as their shaykh and themselves as
his murids, it is usually suggested, endowing
him with a divine or semi-divine status.

THE BACKGROUND TO CHALDIRAN

The principal reason for the battle of
Chaldiran lies in the juxtaposition of two
strong powers, each seeking to expand and
encroach on the territory of its neighbour
as deeply as possible for its own advantage
(Allouche, 20-29, 147-149; see Renouvin, 22,
13-116; Aron, 188). Prior to the establish-
ment of the Safawids, during the rule of
Muhammad II (Mehmed) Fatih (‘the Con-
queror’) (r. 848-850 and 855-886/1444-1446
and 1451-1481), while the Ottoman Empire
was preoccupied with the conquest of the
lands of the begs and the small states of
Anatolia, the Aq-qiiyinld tribal confed-
eracy (q.v.) under the leadership of Uzin
Hasan (r. 857-882/1453-1478) had expanded
from its centre in Diyar Bakr in Eastern

Encyclopaedia Islamica, vol. V, Leiden: E. J. Brill, 2015. iISAM DN. 242530
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Ja‘fargoll Xhan Baktidri {q.v.) to the scene with a force
consisting of 500 men and four cannon. This well-
discipline d fuores, which was joined by the garrison in
Sarab, =asily routed Rahim Khan's ragiag army, whict
ad bzen weakened by the deseriion of many of its
elements. By the middle of Du'l-hefja 1327/end of
December 1509, government troops had not only
recaptuved Ardabil but also taken Ahar, the Calabiinla
capital. Rahim Khan and his retinue were then chased
he way 1o the Aras river, and, in late Moharram
‘zarly February (910, they were forced to seek
in Russia (Kasrawi, pp. 107-09; Amirkiz,
£0. 447, 481-84; British Parliament: Persia No. 2,

5

In Jenuary 190§ Rahim Khan returned to [ran.
become a further source of expense and difficuity to thc
commutioml st regima” (Shuster, p. lil). But he was

oon tured to Tabriz by the leaders of the provincial
Jjorran. There, he was ziven a room in the Ald Qdpl

placed under police surveillance. Later. he was
ated in the Ark. Finally, in the month of
[329/September 1911, he was secratly
execuied during Mohammad-"AF Shah's unsuccessful
attempt to reestablish himself in power {Kasrawd,

op. f‘\+3\. 206-08, Malekzida, V1, pp. 179-82). Bitjiik

Khan dizd in Arasbardn in 1313 5./1934-35 ( Biybiied,
137)

Followt

ng the death of Rahim Khan. the Calabfinlas
lost most of their influence in Arasbirin, and Sim
Kian Amir-e Arfad, the chief of the HAJ-AING (q.v.)
iribe. rapidly filled the power vacuum in the region.
During the celgn of Rezd Shah, the tribes of Aras-
bardn did not suifer us much as the tribes of Firs and
Lorestdn from his forced settlzment policy, for most of
the irfbesmen were already sedentacy, and their lands
ware comparatively fertile. Morzover, their mizration
routaswars very short., so that a few sheph erd; wereable
o move [he ﬁu\.m from rhelr summer pastures to their
winter pasiures. and vice versa, without arfracting much

Biklivzraphy: h:
mation on the activities ¢

fuge amount of intor-
ahim Khan ducing the
Constitutional 'xc_w‘uuwn in the Foraizn Otfice files
at thw 'ublic Record Qifice in Londeon and in British
SParlicment: Accowmts and Pagers 1909, Vol CV.
Parsiz No.o { and Persia No. 2 190, vol. CXIL

wailon of Persia No. 2 l‘)H. vol. CIIL,
ontll ation of Parsia Mo, 1 1942-13, vol.
~o. 2 and Continuation of Persia No.
Times (of i_oncon, also frequently menzioned him.
he w0 moest informative sources in Persian are
rawl and Amirgizi (with detailed index).

=t

x.u

15 4
of

i

arsia no.

V"\j“,

rawayef-e
vols., Tehran, JU1987. AL
. Cities and Trade. Consul 4 'bmr on the
MY uni N.uuu(y of Iran, 1847-1866, London,
1983, E. A Qiam-¢ Adarbdyiin wa Saridr
9 5./1960. M. Atrapet, Rahim Khan
undropol, 1910. Bamdidd, Redl 1.
2 drasbardn, Tehran,

0 TTha, éddornesing

Kran, Tabriz, 1339
Serdar, Al

1341 8./1962. pp. 122-37. Browne. The Persian Rev-
ofution, pp. 141-42, 148. 256, 271, 296, 34, 441, 445,
H. J. Brydges. The Dynasty of the Kajars, London,
1829, H. Farzad, Engeldb wa tahawwol-e ,Idar"ﬁvjﬁn
dur dawra-ye Masriitiyat. Tabriz, 1324 §./1945. M,
Mokber-al-Saltana  Heddyal, Kdrerdr o kaarar,
Tehran, 1329 $./1950, pp. 256-60. M. S. Ivanov,
ranskaya revolyutsiva 1905-1911 godov, Moscow,
1957. A, Kasrawl, Tdrik-e hijdah-sdla-ye Zdarbavjan.
Tehran. (333 $/1954-55. M. Malekzada. Tarlk-e
engeldb-e masriiyai-e Iran, 7 vols.. Tehran, n.d. A.
Moore, The Orient Express., London, 1914, pp. 4-7.
P. Oberling, “The Tribes of Qardca Dag,” Oriens 17,
1964, pp. 78-83. M. L. Sheil. G/:mpses of Life and
Manners in Persia. London, 1856, W. M. Shuster,
The Strangling of Persia. New York, 1912, pp. lii-liii.

(P1ERRE OBERLING)

CALDERAN, battle of, an engagement fought near
Koy in northwestern Azerbaijan on 2 Rajab 920723
August [514 resulting in a decisive victory for the
Ottoman forces under Sultan Salim I (r. 918-26/1512-
20} over the Safavids led by Shah Esmadl I (r. 907-
30/1501-24) :

The contemporary chroniclers tended to cite certain
individual acts of provocation on the part of EsmiT a
the cause of the Calderan campaign. However. no :mgle
event prompted Salim’s decision to wage war, Tt was. in
fact, the direct and inevitable result of the establishment

the Safavid state.

Salim’s predecessor, Bavazid 11 (r. $36-918/1481-
1312) spent much of his reign concerned with affairs in
Europe while pursuing a policy of centralization wirh
respect to the administration of Anatolia. As th
movement of the Turkman tribes became more re-
siricted and as the burden of taxation became more
onerous ths central government. already culturally and
tinguisiically divorced from its Anatolian subjects,
came to be viewed as an oppressive foreign regime:
Preaching of the sort practiced by Safavid propagan-

dists had hmy found a receptive audiencs among the
disaflected tribes. and as a result the expressions of
discontent that occurred from time to time often took
on a hetsrodox vaneer. However, the preseace of
Safavid supporters at. for instance. the revolt of
905/1500 led by Mostail Qaramdnodli must not ob-
scure {ts political and economic causes.

An examination ol the relations between the two
powars will reveal that Safavid influence over the
Anatolian population was of great concern to the
OCitoman govemment. In an early letter Bivazid is
chastized for preventing the pilerimage of Qezelbas to
ie Salavid shrines at Ardabil. Shortly after, the
‘ttoman ruler deported several thousand Anatolian
Shiftes to the Morea. [t must be noted that this policy
was directed almost exclusively toward the regions
bordering on the Safavid state, indicating that Bivazid
was particularty fearful of a loss of manpower to

\) -

Q

Relations between the two powers were aggravated
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cat GG e LHLOE ST IUrALSmuUs, der sich neuerdings durchgesetzt hat,
kann Herrschaftsgeschichte wieder ihren Rang uls Grundlagenwissen-
schaft beanspruchen.

Dag Land, von dem hier zu sprechen ist, wurde seinerzeit Persien
genannt, obwohl die Eigenbezeichnung, damals wie heute, Iran war und
ist. Das komplizierte Verhiiltnis, in dem dic beiden Bezeichnungen zu-
einander stehen, soll hier nicht erdrtert werden. In unserem Zusam-
menhang wird ,Persien gewohnlich fiir den in der Endphase des Safa-
widen-Reichs geltenden Territorialbestand verwendet, | Iran® fiir den
Ausstrahlungsbereich der persischen Sprache und Kultur, besonders
wenn er liber das persische Staatsgebiet hinausgeht.

Entstunden izt diese Arbeit im Orientalischen Seminar der Universi-
tit Freiburg, zu dessen Direktoren der Verfasser von 1963 bis 1983
gehorte. Eine ganze Anzahl cinschligiger Binzelprobleme konnte erin
Dissertationen und Magisterarbeiten seiner Studenten untersuchen las-
sen, woflir er =ich in jedem Fall zu groflem Dank verpflichtet weif}.
Desgleichen betrachtet er es als eine angenchme Pllicht, seinen Mitar-
beitern und nachmaligen Kollegen, besonders den Professoren Bert
Fragner, Erika Glassen, Ulrich Huarmann und Hans Miller sowie in
der Schiuflphase Frau Dr. Monika Gronke, fir fordernde Gespriche,
manchen Ratschlag und wohltuendes Interesse zu danken. Dall das
Buch auf die Initiative des fritheren Direktors, Professor Dr. Anton
Heinen, hin in den Veritfentlichungen des Beiruter Orient-Instituts
erscheinen kann, erfillt den Autor mit Freude und Genugtuung.

Hans Robert Roemer.

Fretburg, den 29, Juni 1959

HANS ROBERT RORMES
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HEST BEHIST SARAYI'NDAN TOPKAPI SARA\)(I'NA:

;SAH ISMAIL'IN, CALDIRAN/"

OSMANL! TARIH]

Gergekre Caldiran Savast un heme

sahhh saravida neler yagannusti Saf
Savas senrasinda (
Tebri='deki Hest Behist Saray ndon Zapt edifen ¢
clusturacaklr, Topkapt s¢

Setim'in [ran’dan getivdisi sanimer

Batli bir
ressanun
ghzilyle $ah
Ismail.

Hagem Hejazifar.

Sah fsmail-e Evvel

ve Ceng-e Calderan,
Entegarat- Sazman-¢
Esnad-e Melii-e lran,
Tehran 137471995

2w 3

aldiran Mevdanmda elde

(6l olast Caldtran
Altun kadeh kaldiran
Hatayi'm aglar gezer
Musahibin aldiran
Sah Hatayf

anlotiyor

SAVASI'NDAN SONRA ALIKONULAN
HAZINE VE ESYALARI

VURAL GENC

1 akabinde. Caldiran mevdaunda ve Tebriz deki

Ad&'1-i Sirazi, Caldiran Savasindan
sonra, savas meydaninda Osmanii
ordusunun ele gegirdigi ganimetle-
ri asagidaki satrlarla anfatiyordu.’
Osmanli  kaynaklarmin, diigmana
karsi kazandiklari bu galibiyeti tag-
tandirmak icin abartarak anlatukia-
11, Safevi kaynaklarinun ise hig zikr
etmedikleri, 23 Agustos 1514 Caldiran
Savasi'ndan sonra elde edilen gani-
metlere dair herhangi bir cahsma
mevcut degildir.

Sah lsmail (i501-i524) seleflerinin
Erdebil'de kurdugu sufi Safevi tari-
kaunm, dedesi Seyh Ciineyd'le bas-
layan askeri bir organizasyona dé-
niisiimiing tamamlamus, 5ot yilinda
Tebriz’deki Akkoyunlu hakimiyetine
son vermis ve burayr, kurdugu Safevi
Devleti'nin baskenti yaprmsti. Kisa
zamanda Iran'da hakimivet sagla-
yan $ah, 1512'ye gelindiginde, doguda
Kandehar-Belh, batida Bagdat-Basra
hatt iginde bilyiik bir imparatorluk
viicuda getirmis, politik egemenlik

“Qvarun yanaklan atun paralaria
panildiyordu, ganimet bakimindan
ise topragin yiikii oldukga adic idi.
Kizilbas ordusu gitmis, silah atve
rakimlan yerde kalms, diinya alunia
dolup tasmisti. Rengarenk cadirlarin
coklugundan toprak, kaplan siru gibi
benek benek olmustu. Kahramanlarin

coar bu makalenin konusuii

ylsmail’in hazine ve esyalarma ne elmustu?

sah lamailin

sahasi Firat'a kadar genisletmigti.
Safeviterin, Anadolu'da bulunan he-
terodoks egilimli asiretler nezdinde
gliglerini giderek hissettirmeleri ve
bu yolla niifuzlannt artrmalart Os-
manli Imparatorlugu i¢in adeta bii-
yizk bir meydan okumaydt.

imparatortugun gerek i¢ ve gerekse
digtaki  birtakim problemlerinden
dolay: 1. Bayezid, Safevilere kar-
st thimlt bir politika izlemis, onlaria
karsi karsiya gelmekten kaguumisti.
Ancak oglu ve halefi Selim, impa-
ratorluk topraklart i¢in doguda bir
tehdit unsuru olusturan ve siurlart
icinde biiyiik karisikliklar grkarabilen
bu giiclit rakibine karsi daha acimasiz
ve sert bir siyaset izleyecek, onunla
savasmaktan cekinmeyecekti. Zira
Selim'in imparatoriugy, Anadolu'nun
giineyi ve dogusundaki topraklart
uzaklardan yontendirebilen, Afrika
ve Avrupa'da diismanlariyla kurdu-
gu ittifakiarla kendisini ¢8kertmeye
calisan "tehlikeli ve mutaassip” bir

kanlartyla siislenmis kemerler, alun
halhallar gibi ayaklar aluna diismilstil.
...Ganimetleri bir yere gekip yigin haline
getirdiler. Diismandan kalan seylerle
toprak, dag gibi yakselmigti. ...Ordu
ganimet bakimindan o denli zengindi

ki, develerin beli alun yiiki: altinda
bikdimistir.”

diismanla, Sah [smail'le karst karstya
gelmistl.*

Selim'in, Iran'da yeni bir gig den-
gesi oluswran ve bauda Firat'a
kadar olan toprakiarda egemenlik
iddiasinda bulunan Sah'in bu teh-
didini ortadan kaldirmakran baska
garesi yoktu. Bu amagla 22 Mu-

“harrem g920/19 Mart 1514 Sali glindl

Edirne’den hareket etti, aylarca sti-
ren uzun ve yorucu bir yolculugun
ardindan Azerbaycan toprakiarina
ulast. [ki ordu Tebriz'in 128 km ku-
zeybausindaki Caldiran Ovast'nda

% Recep 920/23 Austos 1514'te kar-

lastiklarinda $ah lsmail'in yann-
da sadece 20 bin siivarisi vardi ve
iistelik ordusu atesli silahlardan ve
piyade birliklerinden de yoksundu.
Buna karsin Osmanlt ordusu (so—60
bin arasmda) top ve titfek gibi ategli
silahlan sayesinde Sah'in karsisinda
ezici bir Gstiinliige sahipti. 2 Recep
920/23 Agustos 15i4'teki Caldiran
Savasi'nda, Sultan‘in atesli silahlar,
imparatorluk ordusuna agir kayiplar
verdiren Kizilbas ordusunu adeta
yok etmisti. Yamndaki az sayida
adamiyla savas meydanindan geki-
len Sah ismail, hazinelerinin bulun-
dugu Tebriz sehri yerine Hemedan'in
kuzeydogusunda ve Kazvin'in gi-
neybatisinda bulunan Dergezin'e
cekifmeyi tercih etmisti.’ Beraberin-
de getirdigi esya ve hazinelerini ise
ordugahinda birakmist.?

Bitkin bir halde savas: kazanan
Sultan’m askerleri buradan Tebriz'e
ilerledi. Sultanin ordusu  girdigi
Tebriz'de fazla kalamad. Safevi sa-
rayindan ele gecirdigi esyalar on-
ceden gdnderen Sultan, 23 Recep
920/13 Eyliil 1514'te buradan ayritdi.

Safevi kaynaklarinda hicbir sekilde
bahsi ge¢meyen ve ancak Osmanh
kaynakiarindan takip edilebilen, savas
sonrasinda Sah ismailin Tebriz'deki
sarayindan ganimet olarak alinan eg-
yalara ait iki adet belge bugiine ulas-
rustir. Topkap! Saray: Miizesi Arsivi,
D.io734 numarall kiicik Farsca bir
defrer ile TSMA D.0g608 numaral bir
belge® bu konuda bize nemli detay-
lar sunmakta olup Selim'in, Tebriz'de
Sah ismail'in sarayindan zapt ettigl

esyalarin kayitlt birer envanterini
olusturmaktadir.

Bu baglamda (zerinde durulmasi
gereken diger 6nemli bir mesele de
Osmanl ordusunun savag sonrasin-
da elde errigi ganimetlerin, Tebriz'de
zapt edilenlerden ayri oldugudur.
Mevcut literatiirde savag meyda-
ninda askerin aldig ganimetlerle
Tebriz’de Sah'in sarayindan alinan
ve miri igin kaydedilen esyalar birbi-
rine karisunlmaktadir.

Selim, 2 Recep 920/23 ABuSTOS 1514'te
deleye dogru savas meydanindan
cekilen Kizilbag ordusunun bu geri
cekilme taktiginin bir pusu olabile-
cegini digtinerek askerlerine, on-
larin takip edilmemesini ve hatta
onlardan geriye kalan mal ve esya-
larin da yagmasma yanasmamalarint
emretmisti. O giiniin aksamina dogru
Sultan. Safevi ordusunun kesin ye-
nilgiye ugradigini anladiktan sonra
savas meydaninda Kizilbas ordusuna

ait olan kaur ve develerin dstiindeki
mallarin  yagmalanmasim emretti’
Osmanl: askeri, Kizilbag ordugahini
sabaha dek yagmaladt ve "alun ve
gamiiste siislit cadirlar, miicevherle
dolu keseler, siirahiler ve kadehler,
murassa lilig ve hangerler, alun ve
giimiis kemerler, taclar ve kadin
elbiseleri, alun kusaklar ve birbi-
rinden giizel eyerler, ipek elbiseler,
Isfehani ve Kasi gesit ¢esit kumaglar,
Arap atlar1 ve develer” gibj daha bir-
cok ganimet elde etti.® Degerli gani-
metlerin bir kismy Sultan Selim igin
ayrildiktan sonra kalant askerlere
dagiuldi. Savas meydaminda yapi-
lan bu yagmay: tarihgi Sitkri-i Bitlisi
Selimndame’sinde sdyle akiarir:

“Orada sinirsiz esya yagmatands. Oyle
ki diismani bir ekmege dahi muhtag
emmislerdi. Alun ile kiymetli taslar
testler dolusu idi. Cadirlar, otaglar,
haymeler, hargahlar ve sayebénlar
sirursiz sayida idi ve cennete layik
idi. Kiymetli ibrisim halilar dizilmis-

Sah ismail'in,
Osmanh
askerlerinden
Malkogogiu'nu,
kilictyla beline
kadar ikiye
bdlme sahnesi.

el Sutiin Sarayt duvar
resimleri, Isfahan
Iran.
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64 Cil, MELVILLE Stir 36, 2007
constructed a wall around the city of Tabriz and its gardens [but?] did not
complete it. He fortified the town of Ujan and ordered the construction of a Diar
al-Siyada in Baghdad, Tabriz, Isfahan, Shiraz and other cities, and made wagfs
for the Sayyids. The signs of his justice are many. He died in the year 703 (H.)
near Qazvin and his tomb is a lofty dome in the city of Tabriz: no-one has seen a
dome higher than that. His reign lasted ten years (sic).

Oljeitd Sultan b. Arghun Khan. When Ghazan Khan died he (Oljeitii)
was in Khurasan; he is the brother of Ghazan Khan and Ghazan Khan had made
him his vali ‘ahd (successor). (f. 54v) When he heard the news of the death of
his brother he [left] Khurasan [and in the year] 704 he ascended [the throne] with
the agreement of the princes, khatiins [and amirs]. God Almighty ennobled him
with Islam_[and] he spread [his justice] over the whole world:In the year 704 he
[ordered] the foundations to be laid of the city of S[ultaniyya] and built many
lofty buildings there. The world [was adorned] with his justice and equity. He
raised the banners of Islam. May God Almighty prolong and make endure for the
whole of mankind the fortunate rule of this [just] king for many years, for the
sake of the Prophet [..].1%

where Rashid al-Din also stresses Ghazan’s pious benefactions, see esp. pp. 1371-
1372. Thanks again to Hussein Modarressi for saving me from a misreading here,
This final invocation is identical to the explicits of the Group B manuscripts, where
it is applied to the reign of Ghazan, see n. 156 above.

159
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MIRELLA GALLETTI -
(BOLOGNE)

LA BATAILLE DE CALDERAN DANS UN TABLEAU
DU XVI° SIECLE *

RESUME

Un grand tableau représentant la bataille de Calderan (1514) est exposé au Palais
Mirto, en Sicile. En bas de la scéne de guerre une légende en italien décrit les phases de la
bataille entre Sultan Selim I* et $zh Esma‘il I¥, ainsi que la formation de I’armée otto-
mane. Ce témoignage rare, peut-étre unique en Occident, est conservé dans un palais
princier 4 Palerme pour des raisons inconnues. La date et le nom du peintre sont absents
comme c’était d’usage 2 1'époque. Le tableau semble appartenir 4 1’école flamande et I'on
pourrait le dater entre 1580 et 1650. Dans les archives des grandes familles il n’existe
aucune référence au tableau et & la légende. La question fondamentale est : qui donc
Palerme pouvait avoir intérét a exalter le Sultan de Constantinople, et pourquoi?

Mots clés : bataille de Calderan/Caldiran ; peinture en Sicile ; inscription en italien ;
Safavides ; Ottomans ; Sultan Selim I ; Sah Esma‘il I’ ; armée ottomane.

SUMMARY

A large painting of the Calderan battie (1514) is exhibited in Mirto Palace in Sicily.
Beneath the war scene a long inscription in Italian describes the battle between Sultan
Selim I and Sah Esma‘il I, as well as positions and number of the Ottoman forces. This
undated and unsigned painting is indeed a rarity and possibly unique in Europe. It is pro-
bably datable between 1580 and 1650, and can be attributed to the Flemish school. Why
is this painting in Palermo? The archives of the noble families do not contain any refe-

Une premiere présentation de cette peinture a été publiée dans : Mirella Galletti,
« Un dipinto della bataglia di Cialdiran in Sicilia », Kervan. Rivista internazionale
di studii afroasiatici II (luglio 2005), p. 23-53, sur le site www.kervan.to.it. La
complexité de cette peinture demande des compétences dans différents domaines.
Pour rédiger cette étude, j'ai demandé I’aide de savants que je remercie : Giacomo
E. Carretto, Vittoria Chierici, Carlo Longo OP, Francesco Noci, Paola Orsatti, Fab-
rizio A. Pennacchietti, Angelo Michele Piemontese. Je remercie pour leur disponi-
bilité le surintendant Adele Mormino, les fonctionnaires (en particulier Teresa Du
Chaliot) et les archivistes (en particulier Gabriella Monteleone) de la Soprinten-
denza per i Beni Culturali e Ambientali de Palerme, et aussi le restaurateur Mauro
Sebastianelli. Un merci trés chaleureux & Madame Joyce Blau, ainsi qu'ad Monsieur
Jean Calmard pour la relecture de ce texte. Les mots et noms propres turcs ont été
transcrits dans I’alphabet turc-latin en usage en Turquie.

65 STUDIA IRANICA 36, 2007, p. 65-86
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UZUNGARSILI, ismail Hakk, "Ibrahim Bey'in Karaman Imareti Vakfiyesi", Belle-
ten, 1/1, Ankara, 1937, s. 56-127. :

UZUNGARSILI, ismail Hakk:, Osmanh Tarihi, 1, 5. baski, Ankara, 1988.

WITTEK, Paul, Osmanl imparator]ugu ‘nun Kurulugu, Cev.; Glizin Yalter, istanbul,
1971.
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RESMI BELGELERDE 23 A(?USTOS CALDIRAN SAVASI'NIN
NEDENLERI VE SONUCLARI

SAHIN FAZIL FARZALI

15. asrin evvellerinde Safevi- Osmanh miinasebetlerinin muhtasar tefsirine ve
23 Agustos 1514 Caldiran cenginin bas verme sebeplerinin ve neticelerinin izahina
baslamadan dnce, biitiin Miisliman dogusunda berkarar olmus islam dininin iki
mezhebinden Siilik/ Tegeyye/ ve Stinnilikten/ Tesenniin/ bahs etmemek olmaz.

Kaydetmek gerekir ki, 14. sonu-15. asrin evvellerinde {i¢ biiylik siilale- Osman-
hlar, Memliiklar ve Safeviler tim Misliman diinyasinda ve islam aleminde tstiin-
litk elde etmeye galistyordular. Bu siilalelerin ellerindeki genis arazilerde sinni-ii
miinasebetleri gerginlestirilir, kargi-kargiya koyulurdu. Memliik Sultanlan Osmanh
ve Safevi hiikiimdarlarim Islam dininin kaide kanunlarini bozmakta sugluyor, Mu-
hammed peygamberin ve bilyiik Miisliman imamlarimn vasiyet ve tavsiyelerini yal-
niz orada dogru emel olundugunu bildiriyordular!.

14-15. asirlarda On ve Orta Asya devletlerinin ¢ogunda Stnnilik resmi devlet
mezhebi olmugtur. Bazen hatta bir sira hitkiimdarlarin/ érnegin, Cahansah Kara-
koyunlu'nun/ Siilige meyil etmelerine ragmen, Gstiinliik Siinnilige has idi, Sii
mezhebinin niimayandeleri ise bu istiinliikle barismistilar. Lakin, halkin ¢ogu,
esasen iktisadi getinlikler yiizinden, fslamun ilk ¢aglarinda mevcut olan $eriat ka-
nunlarimin yeniden tesis edilmesini/ yani Seriata esaslanmayan vergi ve miikellefiy-
yetlerin lagvini/ istiyor, gaybe cekilen 12. Isna asar1 Imam Meht'nin yakin bir za-
manda dénmesini arzuluyor, onun yardimiyla ihtiya¢, mahrumiyyet ve zuliimler-
den kurtulacaklarini (imit ediyordular. Hatta Sebzevar sehrinde Horasan serbedar-

- larimin Gisyam zamani bazarda her giin siislenmis bir beyaz at hazir vaziyette bulun-

dururdular ki, Imam Mehdi "zuhur" ederken bu ata binip, halki zengin ayan ve ka-
nicen hiitkiimdarlardan halas etsin.

O devirde $iilik yalmz Azerbaycan'da degil, hem de iran'da, Irak+ Arap'ta, Su-
riye'de/ Sam/ ve Kiiciik Asya'da/ Anadolu, Rum/'da yayllmaktaydi. Mutedil $ii
imamlarin tesiri ile yukarda adi gecen devletlerin arazilerinde Safevi-Kizilbas ha-
rekat yaranmaktaydi?. '

1 N.A. ivanov, Arap Ulkelerin Osmanhlar Tarafindan Isgali/ 1516- 1574/, Moskova, 1984, s. (Rus
dilinde).

2 |.P.Petrugevski, "15. Asr Azerbaycan Devletleri", Azerbaycan Tarihine Dair Makaleler Mecmuas:
kitabinda, Bakii, 1949, s. 204 (Rus dilinde). ’
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communities (cultures or subcultures),” but social concepts as well as concepts
of the natural world ,,shape the world to which they are applied.”® Kuhn said
for exsa}mplfa, »the heavens of the Greeks were irreducibly different fron;
277 It is plain that the heavens of the Assyrians and Babylonians were
equally sireducibly different.” This certainly raises questions of the relation of
scientific knowledge to the ,reality” observed or experienced by the observer
apd indeed, whether observers subscribing to different theories in fact ,,see’:
different phenomena in the same ,,world.” N:R. Hanson famously questioned
whether observers subscribing to different theories in fact ,;see” different
phen(')mena in the same ,world,™ his most apposite example being the
question of whether Kepler, who regarded the sun as fixed and the earth as
moving, and Tycho, who regarded the sun as moving and the earth as fixed
,,see”. the same thing in the east at dawn when the sun rises.””> With such’
questions about the nature of empirical knowledge the evidence for the
@entlty. of planets with gods in ancient Mesopotamia takes on another
dnn.ensmn beyond simply a system of scholastic correlations between celestial
bodies and gods. It seems to me to be an essential part of how the ancients saw
the phenomena.

Wiener %@’H”Sdnr}{A Che e Kunde Des mc;gcj@n landes, ¢. 9%,

Avusturgo - 2009, . tld- (52-

DS

% Ibid, p.219.
5! Ibid,, p.220.
52
Norwood Russell Hanson, Patterns of Discovery : an Inquity info the Conceptual

Fc;uud.atous of Science (Cambridge and New York : Cambridge University Press, 1969)
p. . ? 2
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Die totale Sonnenfinsternis vom 20. August
1514 — dunkle Vorbedeutung fiir die
Schlacht von Caldiran

Von CLAUDIA ROMER (Wien)

Sih Isma‘il, bereits in jungen Jahren zum Anfithrer des auf den tiirkischen
Sufi Safiyu d-din (1252-1334) zuriickgehenden Ordens der Safawiden gewor-
den, konnte seine Stammesgenossen, die lexlba§1, um sich scharen und in
kurzer Zeit nicht nur Sirvan erobern, sondern auch den Qara Qoyunlu Azer-
baidschan entreien. Im Jahr 1501 bestieg er in Tabriz den Thron und erklarte
die Zwolferschia zur Staatsreligion. Kurz darauf unterwarf er ganz Persien
und besiegte die Uzbeken. All dies bewirkte, daB er fiir schier unbesiegbar ge-
halten wurde. Doch erwuchs ihm im osmanischen Sultan Selim I. ein erbitter-
ter Feind, dessen Interessen die schiitische Propaganda in Ostanatolien zuwi-
derlief?. Um den unter den anatolischen Stammesverbénden aufgetretenen
Unruheherden ein fiir alle Mal die Kraft zu nehmen, brach Selim am 20. Mérz
1514 zu einer Kampagne gegen Persien auf. Diese war nicht, wie oft behauptet
wurde, durch Provokationen Isma‘ils hervorgerufen worden, sondern ein Er-
gebnis der iranischen Staatsgriindung. Der Verlauf des Feldzugs und der Ent-
scheidungsschlacht von Caldiran vom 2.Receb 920/ 23. August 15147 ist be-
kannt und soll hier nicht weiter behandelt werden”. .
Das Feldzugstagebuch, das bei Ahmed Feridin itberliefert ist, berichtet fiir
den 27. Cemazi IL. 920/19. [sic] August 1514 folgendess:
yevmii l-ahad fi 27 minh Tana Sazi qonagina ki bi-gayet-1 ihtiyat iizre qarar u
aram qumub ve ol giin ‘ale s-seher afitab miinkesif tuli® eyledi amma diyar-i
“Acemde sofi giini miinkesif oldigr meshirdur ,,Am Sonntag, dem 27. des Mo-
nats, ins Lager von Tana Sazi, wo mit duferster Vorsicht gehalten und geruht

! Rotkopfe®, so genannt nach ihren roten Kopfbedeckungen.

2vgl. ,Iran II. Iranian History: (2) Iran in the Islamic Period (651-1980s), in: Ency-
clopaedia Iranica X111, 234.

3 7zur Datumsfrage s. Allouche, Adel, The Origins and Development of the Ottoman-
Safavid Conflict (906-962/1500-1555). Islamkundliche Untersuchungen 91, Klaus
Schwarz Verlag, Berlin 1983, 119 mit Anm. 63.

48, Caldiran® in EF 11, 7-8 und ,Calderan® in Encyclopaedia Iranica, 1V, 656-658.
Caldiran liegt in NW-Azerbaidschan unweit von Hoy.

3 Ahmed Feridin, Miinge ‘atii s-selatin, 2. Avfl., Konstantinopel 1274, Bd. I, 401.
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246. SAVORY, Roger. « Tajlu Khanum: Was She Captured by the Ottomans at
the Battle of Chaldiran?», in: Eva M. Jeremids, ed., Irano-Turkic Cultural
Contacts in the 11th— 17th Centuries. Piliscsaba, [2002] 2003, pp- 217-232.

- One of the notewoithy aspects of the battle of Chaldiran (1514) is that women fought in
it alongside men and that, following the Iranian defeat, no less than Tajlu Khanom, Shah
Isma‘il’s wife, supposedly was among the prisoners taken by the Turks. This articles probes
the various questions surrounding the divergent accounts of this phenomenon, which is not
mentioned by any of the Peisian sources. Previous historians, relying on Portuguese and
Ottoman sources, have concluded that two of the shah’s wives were. captured, Weighing the
evidence provided by the Ottoman chronicles, the author dispels the notion that there were
two wives with the same name, and seriously doubts that the: wife who was captured by the
Ottomans was Tajlu Khanom. It is much more likely that the woman in question was one of
Isma‘il’s other wives, Behruza Khanom, who was never returned to Iran. RM.
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