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THE ACCOUNT OF THE JEWISH CHRONICLER
ELIJAH CAPSALI (C. 1490 - C. 1555) *

SUMMARY

Rabbi Elijah Capsali (d. after 1555) of Candia, Crete, is the author of the Hebrew
chronicle Seder Eliyahu Zuta {*The minor order of Elijah’] which includes an indirect
account of the seminal battle of Caldiran between the Safavid Shah Esma‘il (r. 1501-
1524) and the Ottoman Sultan Selim I (r. 1512-1520). The aim of the present study is to
provide an English translation of the account highlighting the author’s “biblical” style
and rhetoric, and pointing to those details that confirm, differ, or are additional to the
Ottoman and Iranian narratives of the battle. The chronicler’s pro-Ottoman sympathies
are reinforced by the sources most likely to have been available to him even as some of
the details of his account are more than likely wholly imaginative. The account also
illustrates the widespread contemporary emotional reactions caused by Chaldiran in the
larger Mediterranean area.

Key-words: Chaldiran; Seder Eliyahu Zuta; Elijah Capsali; Esma‘il I; Selim I; Venice.

RESUME

Rabbi Elijah Capsali (m. aprés 1555), originaire de Candia en Créte, est I’auteur d’une
chronique en hébreux, le Seder Eliyahu Zuta [L’Ordre mineur de Elijah], renfermant un
récit indirect de la bataille de Caldiran entre le Shah safavide Esma‘il I (r. 1501-1524)
et le Sultan ottoman Sélim I (r. 1512-1520). Cet article offre une traduction anglaise de
ce passage, mettant en évidence le style et la rhétorique “bibliques” de l’auteur et en
soulignant les détails qui confirment, différent ou complétent les récits officiels ottoman
et safavide de la bataille. Les sympathies pro-ottomanes du chroniqueur sont renforcées
par les sources qu’il avait probablement & sa disposition, méme si certains détails sem-
blent totalement imaginaires. Par ailleurs, ce récit est une.illustration des réactions émo-
tionnelles contemporaines provoquées par Caldiran et répandues dans la Méditerranée.

Mots-clés : Chaldiran ; Seder Eliyahu Zuta ; Elijah Capsali ; Esma’1l I ; Selim I'; Venise.
* * *

1 am greatly indebted to Professors Colin Imber, Giorgio Rota, and Barry Wood for
reviewing this article and providing most helpful comments and bibliography.
1 would like to thank librarians Ms. Naomi Cohen (St. Joseph’s University) and
Ms. Jasmin Shinohara (University of Pennsylvania) for help in tracking down some
of the sources cited, and my husband Robert Moreen for his help with the
translation from the Hebrew.

195 STUDIA IRANICA 48,2019, pp. 195-234

Levsen

I R e N



