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DRUM Drums and tambourines have always been very popular
instruments with the Arabs. According to their size, and the material
used for their construction and shape they are known under different
names. One of the oldest varieties, much in favour in pre-Islamic
Arabia was a kind of square tambourine, the duff, a name to-day
covering all kinds of tambourines. A standard instrument of the mil-
itary bands throughout the caliphate, which is still common to-day
in popular orchestras, was the naggdrah or kettledrum. Perhaps the
most popular form to-day sold at all village fairs and everywhere by
street vendors is the dirbakah, a bottomless earthenware vase closed at
its wider end by tightly stretched goatskin parchment. The indispen-
able accompaniment for streetsingers and dancers, leaders of tame
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