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Arr. XVIIL—The Chahdr Magdla (* Four Discourses”’) of
Nidhdms-i - Aridi -5 - Samarqandi.  Translated into
English by Epwarp G. Browng, M.A., M.R.A.S.

IN my article on The Sources of Dawlaishdh, which appeared
in the January number of the Journal, I have already
spoken of the excellent work which T now have the pleasure
to present in English dress. For my translation I have
used the Tihran lithographed edition of 4A.H. 1305, which
I have carefully collated throughout with the older of the
two DBritish Museurn MSS, (Or. 3,507, dated A.u. 1017),
and, in all doubtful passages, with the second MS, (Or. 2,955,
dated A 1274) also. These MSS. are fully described
in Riew's Persian Supplement, pp. 244-245 and 266, Nos.
390 and 418. Tt remains only to say a few words con-
cerning the author and the book.

The Chahdr Magdla contains, as its name implies, four
discourses, each of which treats of a class of men deemed
by the aathor indispensable for the service of kings,
to wit, (1) scribes (dabirdn) or secretaries; (2) poets;
(3) astrologers ; and (4) physicians. Each discourse begins
with certain general considerations on the class in question,
which are afterwards illustrated by anecdotes, drawn, in
; 1 large measure, from the personal reminiscences of the author,
- who was himself & court-poet and & frequenter of royal
assemblica. The total number of these anecdotes, which
constitute at once the most entertuining and the most
valuable portion of the book, is about forty, an average
of ten to each “discourse.” So far as I know, only two
of them, one concerning Firdawsi and the other about
‘Umar Khayyém, have hitherto been cited from this work.
Of these the first (translated by Ethé in vol. xlviii of the

L.R.A.8. 1899, 40
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small amount of other produce (Refzhiyat et al.,
pp. 205-13). In the census of 1364 §./1985 the total
livestock population. of the region was estimated at
997,000 head: 468,000 sheep, 358.000 goats. 94.000
cows, and 77,000 beasts of burden, ;

According 10 the official census of 1355 5./1976. 39
percent of the employed population was engaged in
agriculture (cf. an average of 34 percent for Persia as a
whole), while 48 and 13 percent were employed in
manufacturing and services respectively (Soltani-
Tirani. An important element in both village and noma-
dic econornies was carpet weaving (see BAKTIART TRIBE il
BAKTIAR] CARPETS). The towns, which functioned
s retail and wholesale centers for their districts, played
an imporiant role in the organization of this indus-
try, especially Sahr-e Kord, where in the mid-1350s
$./1970s there were 2.297 carpet workshops employing
a total labor force of 2.614 people. There were more
than fifty workshops for spinning and dyeing wool. and
thirty-eight enterprises employing forty-eight people
were trading in wool and sitk. Smaller urban centers like
Janeqgin (more than 1,500 people employed in activities
related to carpets). Farrok
(ca. 1,000) were alsoc active in carpel making and
trading.

Located in the four administrative centers of Cahiir
Mahal wa Baktiar is a variety of government agencies,
including schools. technical-training establishments,
hospitals (there were three in the province in 1362
§./1983) and other health facilities. public libraries, and
the like.

Bibiiography: N. AlRar-e Naderi, etal., JamTvar
wa Sends-nima-ye Ha-e¢ Kohgiliva wa Boir-Ahmad.
Tehran, 1347 S./1968. 1. Afsar Sistanl. Moqaddama-T
bar saki~¢ Uha, éadornesindn wa 1awayef-e ‘asiyeri-¢
Tran, 2 vols.. Tehran. 1366 S./1987. M. ‘Alizada and
K. Kazeriini, Mohdjarat wa Sahrmesini dar Irén,
Tehran, 1364 $./1985. N. Amir-Hosayni, Sendki-e
sarzamin-e Bakriari. Isfahan, 1354 §./1975. R.
Badif. Jografiva-ye mofassal-e Iran. 3 vois., Tehran,
1362 5./1983. ‘A.-R. Faraji et al., Jografia-ve kamel-¢
Tran. 2 vois., Tehran. 1366 £./1987, pp. 583-99. Iran
Year Book §8. Bonn. 1988. A. H. KeSavarz, ‘A5aver
wa masalo-ye eskin. Tehran, 1355 §./1976. Idem,
“Molihezat7 bar sikt-e ejlemdT wa nezdm-e
eqtesidi dar “adver-e Iran.” Cadmanddz 3. Paris.
1367 §./1988, pp. 39-53. Idem and ‘A.-MN. Razawi,
“Asayer wa mas@el-e 1awse'a. Tenran, 1355 §./1976.
Markaz-e Amar-e Iran. Amar-e kargahha-ve bozorg-e
san‘atf, Tehran, 1363 5./1984. Idem. Sends-nama-ye
Sahrha-ye kesvar XV1. Ostan-e Cahar Mahal wa Bak-
tiari, Tehran, 1364 5./1985. Idem. Ejrela‘ar-e
moqgaddamari-e sariomari-e 1365, Tehran, 1365
§./1986. H. Refahivat et al.. Gozdres-e eqlesad-e
kesavarzi-e keSvar dar sai-e 1364, Tehran. 1365
§./1986. J. Safinezdd. Nezdmha-ve sonnati-e abyari
dar Tran. Tehran. 1359 5./1980. SEzméan-e Barnima
wa Bidja-ye kedvar, Gozdres-e waie mawjiid-e
jame‘a-ye ‘aidyerte Iran  wa arcyabi-e kollr-e
‘amalkard-e  barndmahd-ye  ‘omrdni,  Tehran,

ahr {ca. 2,000), and Farsan -

1355 §./1976. M. A. Soltani-Tirani, Handwerker
und Hundwerk in Esfahan. Raumliche, wirischaftliche
und soziale Organisationsformen. Eine Dokumen-
torion, Marburger Geographische Schriften 87, Mar-
burg. 1982, Wezirat-c KeSivarzd, Gozdres-e saliana-ve
Sazman-e Jangalha wa Marare'-e Kesvar, Tehran,
1354 8./1975. P. Varjavand et al., Bamed]. Tave/o-Taz
Bakwirl, Tehran. 1364 §./1985. Wezirat-c Kedvar,
Ketab-e jografia wa asami-e dehdr-e kesvar 111, Znd
ed.. Tehran, 1331 §./1952, pp. 255-61.
(ECKART EHLERS)

CABAR MAQALA, Persian prose work written
in the 6th/12th century by Abu’i-Hasan Nezém-al-
Din (or Najm-al-Din} Ahmad b. ‘Omar b. ‘Al
Nezimi ‘Arizi Samargandl. originally entitied
Majma® al-nawéader. The authors of Haft egfim (1L
p. 352) and Ka§f al~zonan {(ed. Yaltkaya and Bilge.
pp. 621, 1604) are evidenuy wrong in considering
Majma* al-newader as a separate work (sez Cohdr
magdla, introd., pp. vii-ix). It consists of four discourses
{magalas). hence the vtle. on four different subjects. The
date of iis composition can be placed in ithe yvears 550-
52/1155-57, when the author was already at an ad-
vanced age (introd.. pp. ix-X comin. p. 22 n. 4). The

references in this article are to Mo m's edition (see

below).

The author. The exact dates of Nezami's birth and
death are not known. but he was probably born in the
last quarter of the 5th/11th century. Most of our scanty
information about Nezami's career comes from scat-
tered passages in the Cahar magala itself, In 504/1110-
11 he was in his home town Samargand. where he
collected some information about Ridaki (pp. 53-54).
At Balk in 506/1112-13 he met ‘Omar Kavyvim and Abi
Hatem Asfezart (gq.v.) at a banquet. There Kavyam
predicted that his tomb would be coversd by flower
petals in the spring (pp. 100-01). In 509/1115-16€ he was
at Herat (p. 71). Next vear he left for the sultan Sanjar’s
camp near Tas and there met the poet Amir Mo‘ezzl,
who tested his poetical talent, showed him favor, and
encouraged him by explaining how his own career had
started and progressed at Malek8ah's court (pp. 65-69).
On this journey he visited Ferdowsi's tomb at Tis
(p. 83), and in the same year he was a1 Ni§3pir (p. 13),
where he was again in 512/1118 (pp. 108-09) and in
514/1120-21, when he heard the siory of Ferdowsi and
Sultan Mahmid of Gazna from Amir Mo‘ezai (pp. 81-
83), These siatements may indicate that he resided at
Nisapur during these four or five vears. In 530/1135-36
he revisited N1sapir and found Kayvim’s tomb hidden
under petals at the foot of a garden wall {(pp. 100-01). In
547/1152-53 he was with the defeated Ghurid army at
the battle between the Saljug Sultan Sanjer and the
Ghurid Sultan ‘Al1’-a)-Din in the Oba district near
Herat, and for some time afterward he lived in hiding at
Herat (pp. 104, 132-33).

Nezami himself claims to have studied with *Omar
Kavyam (p. 100: see also introd., pp. xxxiti-xxxiv; Yar-
Ahmad, p. 160) but also mentions another teacher, Abl
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