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YAHUDI-HIRISTIYAN GELENEKTEN MODERNITEYE CEVRE
SORUNU

Yard. Dog. Dr. Hakan Olgun’
Ozet

Eski Ahit'te insamin yeryliziine indirilmesi ve onun diinyadaki diger varhklar Gzerindeki egemenligi vurgusy,
Yahudi-Hiristiysn kulsal metin gelenegi iginde insanin merkezilii anlayisint dofurmugtur, Bu anlayis, insanin
dopal ortam1 igindeki iistinligi ve bu dogal ortamdan simrsizea faydalanmas diisiincesine yol agmigtr. Yahudi-
Hicistiyan gelenegin bu tir insan ve gevre iligkisi, teknolojik gelisme gaginda doganin bir meta oldugu
yaklasimina @énemli bir kaynak saflamghir. Dolaystyla modem gagda yogun olarak tecrlibe edilen dogal
tahribatin, kaynagi ve gelisimi itibanyla Yahudi-Hiristiyan gelenekien modem cafa uzaman bir seyri sbz
konusudur.

Anghtar Kelimler: Yahudi-Hiristiyan gelencgi, cevre, dogaya egemenlik, evangelizm

Abstract
Environmental Issue from Judea-Christian Tradition to Modernity

The emphasis on sending human down to earth and his dominance over other creatures has formed a conception
of human centrality jo Judeo-Christian tradition. This conception has engendered the idea of mankind's
hegemony over natural environment and his rightfulness for exploiting nature without limits. That idea in Judeo-
Christian tradition relating between mankind and environment has welded an approach in technological
development age that the natural environment is only goods. So, it can be said that, natural destructions taken
place in the modemn times have got roots in Judeo-Christian tradition and processing from it modern age.

Keywords: Judeo-Christian tradition, ecological crises, human dominion over nature, evangelism

Giriy

Ve Tanr dedi: Yer, cinslerine gore canli mahliklar, sigirlan ve siirinen seyleri ve cinslerine
gore yerin hayvanlanm gikarsm ... Ve Tann dedi: Siiretimizde, benzeyigimize gdre insan
yapalim; ve denizin baliklanna ve goklerin kuslanna ve sirlara ve biitlin yeryiiziine ve yerde
siiritnen her geye hikim olsun. Ve Tann insani kendi siiretinde yaratti; onlan erkek ve digi
olarak yaratti, Ve Tanr onlan milbarek kild: ve Tann onlara dedi: Semereli olun ve gogalin ve
yeryiiziind doldunun ve ona bas egdirin; ve denizdeki baliklar ve havadaki kuslar ve toprakta
hareket eden her canlinin fizerinde hakimiyet kurun... (Tek. 1: 24-28).

Kitab-1 Mukaddes'in hemen girisinde yer alan ve yeryiiziiniin, hayvanlarin, bitkilerin ve
insanlann yaradihgmi dykiileyen bu ifadeler, binlerce yil sonra bir felakete donlisen gevre
sorunuyla nasil iligkilendirilebilir? Dinlerin gevre sorunun kaynagi olmasi bir yana, gevre
sorunlarimin {istesinden gelinmesi igin dinlerin yogun bir telkin edici gliciniin varhig) yaygmn
bir kanaattir. Ancak bu kutsal metin ifadesi gercevesinde, insanlifin doga tizerindeki
egemenliginin mahiyeti Snemli bir tartigmanin konusudur. Nitekim Kitab-1 Mukaddes
baglaminda, insanhgin dogal gevresiyle iligkili olarak iki tirlt yaklasim tarz: s6z konusudur.
Birincisi, insanin gevresine egemen olmasy; dogal gevresini hékimiyeti altina alarak onu
“kullanmasi”™; ikincisi ise, dogal gevresi fizerindeki hakimiyetlik yetkisini bilingli bir
sorumluluk algisina donfistirmesidir. Dolayisiyla bu kutsal metin ifadesi, bir yandan,
insanlarin dogal diinyaya hilkmetme ve onu denetleme hakkina sahip olduklan bigiminde
yorumlamirken; diger yandan, insanlarm Tann tarafindan yaratilanlarin  emanetgisi,
koruyucusu olmalar: gerektigi geklinde anlasilmaktadur.

Bu metinde “insanin dogaya hegemonyasi” baglammda kutsal metnin ilgili ifadelerinin
giiniimiiz ¢evre sorununu kolaylastirdifn iddias: ele alimacaktir. Ardindan, bu séyleme tepki

* Yard. Dop. Dr, Istambul Universitesl, llahiyat Fakiltesi, Felsefe ve Din Bilimleri Bélimii
(holgun@istanbul.edu.tr)
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ISLAM AND ENVIRONMENTAL ETHICS:
TRADITION RESPONDS TO CONTEMPORARY

CHALLENGES

by Lisa Wersal

Abstract.  Mounting global environmental challenges‘ beg for cross-
cultural discussions that highlight underlying cultural values regard-
ing nature. This paper explores the insights of Islamic scholars as
they examine the interaction of Islamic culture and the West. The
Western worldview that separates religion and science, value and
fact, in particular differs from Islamic tradition, which sees all
facets of life and affairs as interconnected by virtue of their common
source—the Creator, As traditional Islamic values have been
abandoned to adopt modern Western technologies, environmental
problems have intensified in the Muslim world. Islamic scholars
urge a return to Islamic- ideals that reflect a sacramental view of
the physical universe, and they champion the revival of an Islamic
science that synthesizes empirical study and symbolic cognition.

Keywords:  East/West relations; ecotheology, Islamic; environ-
mental ethics; Islamic science; theology, Islamic.

Since 1967, when Lynn White, Jr., pointed .an accusing finger at
Western Christianity as the root of our ecological crisis, scholars have
examined and debated the influence of religious teachings on social
mores regarding the environment. Every world religion is being
challenged to address this vital issue and to reclaim and emphasize
those aspects of their beliefs which promote ecological integrity and
environmental quality. They are being asked, not only to guide their
own membership, but to contribute to international and interfaith
forums for the discussion of environmental ethics. _

In this article we turn our collective ear to the voices of Islamic -
scholars who have addressed this crucial topic to answer the ques-
tions, What guiding principles of Islamic tradition can be brought to
bear on current ecclogical concerns? and What unique insights does

Lisa Wersal, an independent scholar, resides at 1992 Field Avenue, Saint Paul, MN
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