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Gerard of Cremona

Gerard of Cremona (1114-87 C.E.)
was the most prolific and effective trans-
lator of scientific works from Arabic into
Latin. Some details of his life and work
are known from a biography and list of his
translations drawn up by his students after
his death, with the aim of assuring that
he would receive due acknowledgement
for his achievements. Born in Cremona,
he was attracted to Toledo because of his
“love for [Ptolemy’s] Almagest” (accord-
ing to his students’ biography) and dis-
covered there a large quantity of Arabic
texts, ‘which he proceeded to translate
into Latin. He is attested as a canon of
the cathedral of Toledo, and his lecturing
to students is recorded by an English visi-
tor to Toledo, Daniel of Morley, who also

‘mentions Gerard’s assistant, the Mozarab

Galippus. Gerard’s pupils list seventy-one
translations, classifying them under the
categories of dialectic, geometry, astron-
omy, medicine, alchemy, and geomancy, '
and adding at the end a translation of an
Arabic-Christian calendar (the Liber anoe).

© Almost all the texts in this list have sur-

vived, and a few more can be added on

the basis of style or manuscript affiliation.
The translations were. evidently made in
response to a need for basic texts in phi-
losophy, mathematics, and medicine in
the nascent European universities, and
Gerard was following a program. For
Aristotle, he followed the order of works
established in al-Farabt’s (d. 339/950) Ihsa’
al-ulim (“Classification of the sciences”),
which he translated. The works of Galen
that he chose were either those on the
ancient curriculum of the school of Alex-
andria or those that had a particular bear-
ing on element theory, the temperaments,
and therapeutic method. His choice also
reflects the interests of Islamic scholars at
the Almohad court in Cérdoba in a radi-
cal Aristotelianism, and includes several
texts written by Andalust scholars Jabir b.
Aflah (d. mid-sixth/twelfth century), Ab&
1-Qzsim al-Zahrawi (d. after 400/1009?),
Ton al-Wafid (d. 467/1074), and ‘Arib b.
- 8a‘d (d. c. 370/980). Gerard’s version of
Tbn Sma’s (Avicenna, d. 428/1037) Qanin
(“Canon”) became the principal text for
the study of medicine from the thirteenth
to the seventeenth century, and his ver-
sions of Aristotle’s Physics, De caelo, and
Meteorology joined translations from Greek
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to form the Corpus vetustius of Aristotle’s
natural philosophy studied in the Euro-
pean universities.
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Girona

Girona, an ancient lberan and
Roman town flanked by the rivers Ter
and Onyar, is about 25 kilometres inland
from the northeastern coast of the Iberian
Peninsula. Conquered between 96/714
and 98/716, probably by ‘Abd al-‘Aziz
b. Musa b. Nugayr, it surrendered to
the Franks in 168/785. From then on,
it was a target of several incursions: in
177/798, the army of amir Hisham I {r.
172-80/788-96) “installed there war
machines until conquering it, by destroy-
ing its city walls, killing its people and
setting fire to bouses and suburbs.. . after-
wards it went to Narbona and destroyed
S.r.taniyya” (a place name that corresponds
to a broader territory than La Cerdanya
today). One fifth of the war booty obtained
amounted to 45,000 dinars. In 212/827
the town fell under a one-month siege, an
event that allows for correcting the date
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of the reconstruction of the city wall, hith-
erto wrongly dated at 235/850. The town
was also believed to have been attacked
in 226/841, during an incursion into
Narbonne and La Cerdanya, although
this itinerary, wrongly accepted by earlier
scholars, was corrected by Tbn Hayyan (d.
469/1076) in his al-Mugtabis, vol. 2, as Vic
(Osona, Awshiina) and Cardona?/Taradell?
(T.r.tana). Ton Khaldtn (d. 784/1382) and
al-MaqgarT (d. 1041/1632), who wrongly
place the city north of the Pyrenees and
consider it the most important city of al-
Faranja (the land of the Franks), say it
was besieged by a certain ‘Abd al-Karim
b. Mughit, but they are probably mis-
taking this for the campaign against
Barcelona (235/850) mentioned by Ibn
al-Athir (d. 630/1233), or for the one
dated in the Annales Bertiniani at 237/852.
Tbn Hayyan reports the attack (234/849)
perpetrated by the rebel William of Sep-
timania, allied with Cérdoba. In 323/935
a sea incursion commanded by Ibn Abi
Hamima, admiral and former gover-
nor of Bajjana (Pechina), seems to have
tried to advance up the river Ter towards
Girona, with no success. Finally, the cam-
paign of al-Mansir, the de facto ruler of
al-Andalus from 368/973 to 392/1002, is
also recorded (summer of 371/982). He
attacked Girona after the Mont Far castle
(or Old Castle, in Llinars del Vallés) and,
on his way back, continued to Odena.
Both place-names (Munt Fariq, Jarunda
wa-Wautina) have only recently been cor-
rectly interpreted (Bramon, Mas sobre las
campafias).
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