D7 Kasim 196 '

madde :_{/ital L Kaug

A.Br. :1c.m,8.
B.L. :c.V ,s.2f3a
F. A. -
M. L. :C.@ ,S,Q{ig
T.A, e ,8  —

E_;Das% ha't £ . /{?ys €3, S @—y Lan?

&I PALO GLu

(/Lfaff/ /Stan, d@g {4% C/éu 2 [J;; )
s 23




;oA N
.y b o e
\-Friwires (20 @

Do \f‘\ % a e b L'f“? Wi & )
( \o g %qi AT .

)

.

WA (SR »t o

DAHHAK ibn-QAYS al-FIHRI, a chief of the Qays®Aylan* tribes in
Syria (VIIth cent.), friend and faithful supporter of Caliph Mu‘awiyah*
{661-680) who appointed him governor of al-Kifah. He remained on
the side of Muiwiyah’s son Yazid* (680-683) and of Yazid’s son
Mu‘awiyah II (683) throughout all the vicissitudes of their reigns
refused, however, to support Marwan I (683-685), the successor of
Mu<iwiyah 11, and joined his opponent the anti-Caliph ‘Abdullah ibn-

al-Zubayr*. In this crisis the old antagonism between tribes of north-

and of south-Arabian origin, temporarily silenced by Mu‘awiyah’s
statesmanship, broke out anew: al-Dahhak and his north-Arabian
Qays ‘Aylan were faced by the south-Arabian Kalbite* groups who
espoused the cause of Caliph Marwan. In the summer of 684 the two
forces met in a sanguinary battle at Marj Rahit*, a plain north of
Damascus, were Dahhak was decisively beaten and killed. Syria was
definitely won for the Marwanid branch of the Umayyad* dynasty.
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70 SPANISH ISLAM 6

ings after sovereignty. This young man’s true sentiments
are shrouded in profound mystery. If we are to believe
Moslem historians, Mu‘dwiya resembled his father in no
respect : in his eyes, right was on the side of the Medinese;

and when he heard of the victory of Harra, the sack of

Medina, and the death of the Companions of Mohammed,
he shed tears. But these histonans, prejudiced by theo-
logical leanings, have sometimes falsiied history, and
they are contradicted by an almost contemporary Spanish
chronicler, who, writing practically at the dictation of the
Syrians settled in Spam declares that the young Muawiya
was a counterpart of his father. Be this as it may, the
Kaisites would not bow down to a prince whose grand-
mother and mother were both Kelbites, nor w ould they
submit to the authority of the Kelbite, Hassdn ibn Malik
ibn Bahdal, Governor of Palestine and the district of
Jordan, who had taken up the reins of government in his
great-nephew’s name. 'The Kaisites everywhere assuined u
hostile attitude, and one of their chiefs, Zofar of the tribe

of Kilib, raised the standard of revolt i the district of

Kinnisrin, whence he expelled the Kelbite governor, Sadd
ibn Bahdal. Since 1t had become necessary to set up a
rival candidate, Zofar declared for ‘Abdallah ibn Zubair—
in whose cause, however, the Kaisites took not the shghtest
interest. The orthodox part), hence gained a gt“mm ally.
Since he was about to uphold the interests of the sons of
the Prophet’s Companions, Zofar thought it his duty to
deliver an edifying harangue from the pulpit. But,
although a facile orator and poet, after the mauner of the
pagan Arabs, he was unfortunately not well primed with
religious phrases, and was ill-fitted for an unctuous discourse.
He broke down in the midst of his first sentence, and his
brethren in arms shook with laughter.

Mu‘dwiya 11 survived his father for forty duys, or perhaps
for two or three months—the period is uncertain and un-
important.  Anarchy followed. The provinces, weary of
being treated by the Syrians as conquercd countries, threw
off the yoke. In Irik, a Khalif or an Emir way chosen one
day and deposed the next. Ibn Bahdal Lad not made up
his mind whether to declare himself IXhalif, or—seeing that
lie would be acknowledged by none but the Kelbites—to
avow his readiness to obey any Omayyad chosen by the
people.  But so small was any individual’s chance of success
that it was not easy to find an Omayyad willing to come
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forward as candidate. Walid, grandson of Abt Sufyian and
former Governor of Medina, had consented to do so, but
while praying over the corpse of Mu‘dwiya II he was
stricken by pestilence and died. Ibn Bahdal would have
liked to see Khalid—brother of Mu‘“Awiya—Khalif, but
since he was only sixteen, and the Arabs would tolerate
none but an aduit, the idea was impracticable. He accord-
ingly approached *Othmén,” but the latter, believing his
farnily’s cause a lost one, refused, and gave his support to
the more fortunate Ibn Zubair, whose party was now daily
increasing.  In Sylia all the XKaisites declared for him.
Already supreme in Kinnisrin, they soon became masters
of PPalestine, and the Governor of FEmesa—Nu‘min ibn
Bashir, the Helper also espoused Ibn Zubair’s cause. Ibn
Bahdal, on the other hand, could reckon only on Jordan,
ht* least important of the five districts of Syria. There
hie people liad sworn to obey him, on the single condition
Umi hie would not confer the Khalifate on any of Yazid's
sons, since they were too young. In Damascus, the most
important district of all, the Governor, Dhahhik, of the
tribe of Fihr? maintained neutrality. He could not, in
fact, make up his mind. Formerly in command of the
guard, he had been one of the most intimate confidants
of Muidwiya I, and he could not countenance a Meccan
candidate. But as a Ma‘addite, he was loath to make
common cause with the Kelbite chief: hence his irresolu-
tion. In order to test the intentions of the Governor and
people of Damascus, Ibn Bahdal sent the former a letter
to be read o the Mosqua on a Friday. This letter was
full of adulation of the Omayyads and invectives against
Ibn Zubuir; but lbn Bahdal, fearing that the Gowrnor
would refuse to read it in public, took the precaution of
entrusting a copy to the messenger, with the injunction that
i Dhahbak did not read the original to the Arabs of
Damascus he was to read them the copy himself. It turned
cut as he had expected. On Friday, when Dhahhik mounted
the pulpit, he did not make the shghtest reference to the
letter whieh he had received. Thereupon Ibn Bahdal's
messenger stood up and read it before the people. Scarcely
had he made an end before shouts arose on all sides. “ Ibn
Bahdal’s words are true!” cried some; “Nay ! he lieth !”
cricd others. A prodigious tumult ensued, and the sacred

L Former Governor of Medina ; see p. 54,
* The Kurashites of the envirous of Mecca, as opposed to those of the city.
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DAHHAK b. KAYS

1 HAVVA SEYMA KERNIC, Dahhak b. Kays el-Fihri ve Emevi siyasi tarihindeki yeri, Selcuk Universitesi,
Yiksek Lisans, 2008
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DAHHAK al-, ibn-Q AYS al-SHAYBANI, of the Rabi‘ah tribe, leader

of the revolutionary Kharijite* sectarians (VIII cent.), whose extraor-
dinary warlike faculties elevated him far above the level of a mere
guerilla chief. He took possession of the city of al-Kafah, and from there
repulsed several armies of Caliph Marwan 11 (744-750), so that the
caliph had to let him exercise his authority over a large territory on the
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southern Euphrates. Following a call of the people of Mosul he oc- | o -
cupied this town also and recruited a strong force of mercenaries. These ¢ "L
troops, maintained in rigorous discipline, became in his hands a dan- T2 8
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DAHHAK al-, ibn-QAYS al-SHAYBANI

§ystematic efforts could he at last be subdued. He fell bravely fighting
in battle (746).
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