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“Kirder’s Inscription,” in The Sassanian Rock Re-
liefs at Nagsh-i Rustam, Iranische Denkmiiler,
Lieferung 13, ser. 2, Iranische Felsreliefs I, Berlin,
1989. J. de Menasce, tr., Le troisiéme livre du
Dénkart, Paris, 1973. M. Shaki, “Two Legal Terms
for Private Property,” in P. Gignoux and A.
Tafazzoli, eds., Mémorial J. de Menasce, Louvain,
1974, pp. 327-36. Idem, “The Dénkart Account of
the History of the Zoroastrian Scriptures,” Archiv
Orientdini 49, 1981, pp. 114-25. F. Vahman, Ardd
Wirdz Namag. The Iranian “Divina Commedia” ,
London, 1986, esp. pp. 225-27. E. W. West, tr.,
Contents of the Nasks, Pahlavi Texts 4, SBE 37,
Oxford, 1892. R. C. Zaehner, Zurvdn. A Zoroas-
trian Dilemma, Oxford, 1955.

(MANSOUR SHAKI)

DEZ-e RUYIN (or Rilyin-de%, Brazen fortress),
castle belonging to the Turanian king Arjasb (see
ARJASP) and conquered by Esfandidr (q.v.), son of
the Kayanid king Gostasb. It has also been called
“brazencity” (al-madina al-sofriya; Ta‘alebi, Gorar,
p- 522). In GoStisb’s absence Arjasb attacked Balk,
killing Lohrasb, Go3tasb’s father, and taking captive
the king’s two daughters, Homdy and Behafarid
* (Sah-nama, Moscow, VI, pp. 142 vv. 102 ff., 202 vv.
641 ff.; Tabari, I, p. 678: Komani and Badafara),
whom he imprisoned in DeZ-e Riyin. GoStasb re-
turned to Balk, but it was only when Esfandiar was
released from DeZ-e Gonbadin (q.v.) that Arjasb
was defeated and fled to Tiiran (Sdh-nama, Moscow,
pp- 141-52, 157-63; Tabari, I, pp. 678-79; Ta‘alebi,
Gorar, pp: 282-98). Then Esfandiar set out, accom-
panied by the captive Turanian Gorgsar, to whom he
had promised command of De?-e Rilyin, in order to
exact vengeance for Lohrasb’s blood and to free his
two sisters. After completing haft k"Gn “the seven
labours,” EsfandTir arrived at the fortress, to which
he gained entrance by disguising himself as a mer-
chant. He killed Arjasb, freed his two sisters, and set
fire to the fortress (Sah-ndma, Moscow, pp. 166-90,
192-204,212; Tabari, I, pp. 679-80; Ta‘alebi, Gorar,
pp- 300-38), which was described as a single, forti-
fied castle reaching to the heavens, in which there
were fountains and all kinds of plants and trees, so
that the inhabitants had no need for the outside world
(Sah-nama, Moscow, pp. 169 vv. 54-59, 184 vv.
305-11; Ta‘alebi,Gorar, p. 304). This feat of
Esfandiar was often alluded to by classical Persian
poets (e.g., Kaqani, pp. 243, 257, 412, 719, 787;
Qatrén, p. 312).

Because the city of Bukhara was also designated as
madinat al-sofriya (Ta‘dlebl, Gorar, p. 522) and
Sarestan-e riiin (NarSaki, pp. 26, 30, 61), Josef
Markwart concluded that de?-e riiyin was an epithet
for Paykand, a city 5 farsangs west of Bukhara
(1938, pp. 160-61; idem, Provincial Capitals, p. 35).
According to one account (Nozhat al-qoliib, ed. Le
Strange, p. 81), DeZ-e Bahman (q.v.) has also been

called the “Brazen castle.”

Bibliography: (For citated works not given in
detail, see “Short References.”) Bal‘am, ed. Bahar,
pp. 662-66. Qewiam-al-Din Fath Bondar, tr., $dh-
nama,ed. ‘A. ‘Azzam,2 vols. in 1,1, Tehran, 1349 S/
1970, pp. 336-51. Ebn al-Balki, p. 52. Gardizi, ed.
Hab1bi, p. 14. Afzal-al-Din Ebrahim Kiqant Servani,
Divan, ed. Z. Sajjadi, Tehran, n.d. J. Markwart,
Wehrot und Arang. Untersuchungen zur mythischen
und geschichtlichen Landeskunde von Ostiran,
Leiden, 1938. Meskawayh, Tajdreb al-omam, ed. L.
Caetani, VII/1, Leiden, 1909, pp. 56-58; tr. A. Emami,
I, Tehran, 1369 S./1980, pp. 84-85. Mojmal, ed.
Bahir, p. 52. Hakim Saraf-al-Zaman Qatrain Tabrizi,
Divan, ed. M. Nakjavani, Tabriz, 1333 §./1954.

(AnMAD TaFazZoLI)

DEZ-r SAFID (White fortress), Iranian fortress
located near the border with Tiirdn and conquered by

Sohrab, son of the Iranian hero Rostam by the

Turanian princess Tahmina. Sohrab, searching for
his father, advanced into Iran and arrived at this
fortress, which was guarded by another Iranian hero,
Hojir. Hojir came out alone to fight Sohrib but was
defeated and taken prisoner. Then Gordafarid,
GoZdaham’s daughter (see below), put on armor and
advanced on Sohrab, but she was defeated and cap-
tured. Sohrab, however, realized that she was a
woman and released her. He then took possession of
the fortress and plundered it (Séh-nama, ed. Khaleghi,
11, pp. 130-37).

The guardianship of DeZ-e Safid seems to have
been in the hands of the GoZdaham family. Accord-
ing to some manuscripts of the Sdh-ndma, Gozdaham
was the castellan (kitval) of this fortress during the
above-mentioned episode (ed. Khaleghi, I, p. 130 n.
1). He seems to have held the same post (deZdar)
from asearly as the reign of the Kayanian king Nodar

“($Gh-ndma, ed. Mohl, I, p. 408 vv. 331-32: cf. ed.

Khaleghi, I, p. 305 v. 306). After the murder of the
Iranian prince Siava$, on the order of Afrasiab, the
Iranian hero Giv, son of Giidarz, was sent on a secret
mission to Ttirén to find Kay Kosrow, son of Siavas,
and bring him to Iran. GIv succeeded in locating the
young prince and his mother, Farangis. On the
journey to Iran they crossed the river Oxus (Sdh-
nama, ed. Khaleghi, II, pp. 419-50) and, according to
one tradition, arrived at DeZ-e Safid, where
Gostaham, son of GoZdaham, lived, apparently also
as castellan (Sahmardan, p. 325; cf. Sdh-ndma, ed.
Moscow, II, p. 182 vv. 175-76; ed. Khaleghi, p. 130
n. 12).
Bibliography: Sahmardin b. Abi’l-Kayr, Nozhat-
ndma-ye ‘ald’i, ed. F. Jahdn-pir, Tehran, 1362 §./
1983.

(AumAD TaFaZzZoLD)

DEZFUL (< Dez-pol “Fortress bridge”), $ahrestdn
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