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Dukkala V/

Tribe of Morocco

Dukkala is a confederation of Moroccan tribes
which constituted an autonomous administrative
region during the French Protectorate. When
Morocco aitained independence, it was attached to
the province of Casablanca, and now forms no more
than the al-Jadida circle (Mazagan). Some sections
of the Gharb tribe also have this name.

Al-Bakri does not mention the Dukkala, but al-
Idrisi, together with Ton Khaldun (‘Ibar) and Leo
Africanus later, attribute an extensive area to the
confederation, comprising roughly the triangle within
the rivers Umm al-rabi‘ and Tensift, and the Atlantic
coast. The name Dukkala, moreover, was given to
one of the gates of Marrakesh from the early 12th
century onwards.

Tradition has it that there were 6 tribes in the
confederation, the Ragraga, Hazmira, Banu Dghugh,
Banu Magir, Mushrtarayya, and Sinhaja tribes. The
above list explains a contradiction already pointed
out by Ibn Khaldun, whereby the Dukkala are
sometimes considered part of the Masamida (the first
five tribes certainly were), and at other times part of
the Sinhaja. Both were of Berber descent. Their
relationship with another Berber group which is now
extinct, the Tamasa, is difficult to define.

The confederation was not spared the serious
events which, under the Almohads, followed the
introduction of Arab tribes into Morocco, and later
the Haha and the Banu Ma‘kil tribes were driven
back onto their territory.
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In the south only the Garraga tribe remained
intact, after having played an important role
historically. The legend of its seven saints found a
place in all religious chronicles; on receiving news
of the Islamic revelation, all seven went to Mecca

~and spoke, in Berber, with the Prophet. Their tombs

in the Jabal al-Hadid are objects of veneration to the
present day.

The name Dukkala no longer has any ethnic
significance today; it denotes Arab tribes, or tribes
completely under Arab influence. The tribes are
sedentary, and although some of them still inhabit
tents, it is for practical reasons and not in order to
pursue a nomadic existence.

The wind blows fair for the economic future of
the region if developments based on the Imfout dam,
completed in 1950, go according to plan. On relations
between the Dukkala and the Portuguese, see the
articles Asfi, Azammur and above all Al-Jadida.
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Dulafids

Tribe of Iran

The Dulafids are an important tribe in the 3rd/
9th century whose holdings formed a special district
of their own known as al-Igharayn (the two fiefs) in
al-Jibal, east of Nihawand between Hamadan and
Isfahan. ‘Isa b. Idris laid the basis for the Dalafid
fortune by engaging in highway robbery to such an
extent that he was able to retire and erect a stronghold
at al-Karaj, which his son and successor, al-Qasim
b. ‘Isa al-Ijii, known as Abu Daulaf employed as the
foundation for the Dulafid dynasty.

Abu Dulaf was a Shi‘i, a highly educated man,
a lauded poet, a great general and a competent leader
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