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Dukkala

Tribe of Morocco

Dukkala is a confederation of Moroccan tribes
which constituted an autonomous administrative
region during the French Protectorate. When
Morocco attained independence, it was attached to
the province of Casablanca, and now forms no more
than the al-Jadida circle (Mazagan). Some sections
of the Gharb tribe-also have this name.

Al-Bakri does not mention the Dukkala, but al-
Idrisi, together with Ibn Khaldun (“Ibar) and Leo
Africanus later, attribute an extensive area to the
confederation, comprising roughly the triangle within
the rivers Umm al-rabi* and Tensift, and the Atlantic
coast. The name Dukkala, moreover, was given to
one of the gates of Marrakesh from the early 12th
century onwards.

Tradition has it that there were 6 tribes in the
confederation, the Ragraga, Hazmira, Banu Dghugh,
Banu Magir, Mushrtarayya, and Sinhaja tribes. The
above list explains a contradiction already pointed
out by Ibn Khaldun, whereby the Dukkala are
sometimes considered part of the Masamida (the first
five tribes certainly were), and at other times part of
the Sinhaja. Both were of Berber descent. Their
relationship with another Berber group which is now
extinct, the Tamasa, is difficult to define.

The confederation was not spared the serious
events which, under the Almohads, followed the
introduction of Arab tribes into Morocco, and later
the Haha and the Banu Ma‘kil tribes were driven
back onto their territory.

In the south only the Garraga tribe remained
intact, after having played an important role
historically. The legend of its seven saints found a
place in all religious chronicles; on receiving news
of the Islamic revelation, all seven went to Mecca

“and spoke, in Berber, with the Prophet. Their tombs

in the Jabal al-Hadid are objects of veneration to the
present day.

The name Dukkala no longer has any ethnic
significance today; it denotes Arab tribes, or tribes
completely under Arab influence. The tribes are
sedentary, and although some of them still inhabit
tents, it is for practical reasons and not in order to
pursue a nomadic existence.

The wind blows fair for the economic future of
the region if developments based on the Imfout dam,
completed in 1950, go according to plan. On relations
between the Dukkala and the Portuguese, see the
articles Asfi, Azammur and above all Al-Jadida,
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Dulafids /

Tribe of Iran

BAHMAN BAKHTIRI

The Dulafids are an important tribe in the 3rd/
9th century whose holdings formed a special district
of their own known as al-Igharayn (the two fiefs) in
al-Jibal, east of Nihawand between Hamadan and
Isfahan. ‘Isa b. Idris laid the basis for the Dalafid
fortune by engaging in highway robbery to such an
extent that he was able to retire and erect a stronghold
at al-Karaj, which his son and successor, al-Qasim
b. “Isa al-Tjii, known as Abu Daulaf employed as the
foundation for the Dulafid dynasty. :

Abu Dulaf was a Shi‘i, a highly educated man,
a lauded poet, a great general and a competent leader
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(CHARLES MELVILLE)

'DOLAFIDS, family of Arab origin that became
politically prominent in western Persia during the
9th century. Some members were also significant
Arabic literary figures. The Dolafids belonged to the
Arab tribe of ‘Ejl b. Lojaym, among the first Muslim
conquerors of central Iraq (cf. Donner, appendices;
Caskel, s.v. “Igl b. Lugaym; Tabari, II, p. 994). The
precise ancestry of the family within the tribe was
the subject of dispute among various informants,
however. The first member of the family mentioned
in the surviving historical record was Edris b. Ma‘gel,
said to have dealt in perfumes and sheep at Kiufa
(Balddori, Fotith, p. 314; Ebn Hazm, p. 313;
Krenkow, p. alef). Edris and his brother Isa b.
Ma‘qel were reportedly imprisoned in Kifa during
the caliphate of He¥am b. ‘Abd-al-Malek (105-
25/724-43), but the reasons are unclear. Perhaps, as
Baladorl claimed (Fotih p. 314), Edris had as-
saulted a merchant. Other reports suggest that the
brothers may have been suspected of revolutionary
activity against the Omayyads; the future organizer
of the ‘Abbasid revolution in Khorasan, Abli Mos-
lem, is said to have been their personal servant,
purchased from them by the ‘Abbasids during a visit
in prison (Tabari, IT, pp. 1726-27, 1769; Ebn al-Atir,
V, pp- 191-92; Ebn Kallekan, II, p. 502; Mojmal, ed.
Bahir, pp. 308, 315-16; Ya“qiibi, Bolddn, p. 207). It
is possible, however, that these claims were fabri-
cated by the Dolafids at a later date, in order to
enhance their standing with their ‘Abbasid patrons.

Edris apparently became wealthy and moved with
his family to the Zagros region, where he became an
owner of estates and settled in the village of Mass
near Hamadin. He may already have owned estates

in the Isfahan area before 132/750 (Ebn al-Atir, V, p.
191). Sam¢nT noted simply that his son Isd, father
of Abi Dolaf (g.v.), was an Arab of ‘Ejl who came to
the [sfahan area with his sons and engaged in brig-

andage; then, in the time of al-Mahdt (158-69/775-
85), he repented and settled his family at Karaj
between Isfahan and Hamadin, which he irrigated
and began to develop, building up its fortresses (ed.
Margoliouth, fol. 477b; Baladori, Fotith, p. 314).
The fertile region around Karaj became the center of
the Dolafid patrimony, particularly Astina near the
modern village of Qadamgah (cf. Luther). It flour-
ished during the 9th century, as the Dolafids, espe-
cially Isd b. Edris and his son Abt Dolaf, extended
its cultivated area and constructed palaces, fortresses,
and other buildings for themselves and their follow-
ers.

The most prominent member of the Dolafid family
was Abii Dolaf Qasem b. ‘Isi (q.v., for further details
of his career), who was appointed governor of Jebal
province by Hariin al-Ra¥id (170-93/786-809) and
seems to have been successful in suppressing turbu-
ient Kurdish and Arab tribesmen. In the civil war

between Hariin's sons al-Amin (193-93/809-13) and

al-Ma’miin (198-218/813-33) he sided with the former
but was pardoned by the latter and reappointed gov-
ernor of Jebal; he was chosen as one of the caliph’s
boon companions and was well known as a poet.
Abi Dolaf also served al-Ma’miin’s successor, al-
Mo‘tasem (218-27/833-42), as boon companion,
military commander, and possibly governor of Dam-
ascus. He died in Baghdad in 225/839-40. His
brother Ma‘qel b. Isd seems to have lived in his
shadow but was also affiliated with the ‘Abbasid
court, serving as a military commander; he was also
known for his poetry (Agani', Cairo, XVIII, pp. 194-
95; Ebn Qotayba, ITI, p. 10; AStar, p. 123 n. 3;
Krenkow, p. waw-zay).

After Abil Dolaf’s death the main base of the
family’s power and activity remained Karaj and
Isfahan. Two of his sons earned some historical
mention. He¥am was a subordinate military com-
mander in ‘Abbasid service in Iraq in 251/865-66
(Tabari, III, pp. 1605, 1617, 1619, 1623-24), but
leadership of the Dolafid family passed to “‘Abd-al-
‘Aziz, who was apparently recognized as his father’s
successor in Jebdl. He seems to have attempted to
act independently of Samarra, for two punitive expe-
ditions are recorded in 253/867, during one of which
Karaj was ransacked (Tabari, III, pp. 1685-87; Ebn
Hazm, p. 313; Krenkow, p. alef; Mojmal, ed. Bahar,
p. 363). Although ‘Abd-al-‘Aziz’s ultimate fate is
unclear, his son Dolaf was recognized by the
‘Abbisids as his successor in Jebdl; when Dolaf was
killed by a rebel in Isfahan in 265/878-79 he was
succeeded as head of the family by his brother Ahmad
(Tabari, III, pp. 1916, 1929; Ebn al-Atir, VII, p.
227), who was responsible for destroying the army
of the Saffarid ‘Amr b. Layt (q.v.) in 273/886-87
(Tabarf, I11, pp. 1937, 1940,2024,2112,2122,2135;
Ebn al-Atir, VIL, pp. 226, 231, 233, 253, 259, 291,
317-18). The uneasy and shifting relationship be-
tween the Dolafids and the central ‘Abbasid govern-
ment was reflected in a campaign by al-Mo‘tamed’s



