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Durayd b. as-Simma (b 530, d 630), Ancient
Arabian poet, one of Muhammad'’s greatest
Bedouin antagonists. As chief of the Banl
Jusham tribe he took part in the stand of
the Hawizin against Muhammad, and fell
in the battle of Hunayn. The Islamic tradi-
tion regards him as the representative of
ancient Arabian paganism obdurately’
fighting against Islam. He is considered the
greatest of the poet-knights (\ﬁtrsd)z). The

e j 46 .
| most frequent themes in his verse, which is
clearly Bedouin in character, are those of -
battle, love and friendship, elegy and
panegyric. The verse which has been pre-
served is typical of the ancient Arabian
pagan poets. His diwdn (qv) has not sur- =

© o yived.
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Dunqul, Amal

verse’). Its metre is :
--—w-|ly-u-|-u-
or
——w-l-uu-| -

The genre probably originated in eleventh-
century Khurasan. Many dibayts are included
in Kitab al-Mudhish by Tbn al-Jawzi (d. 597/
1201). Some thirty mystical quatrains are in
the diwan of Ibn al-Farid (d. 632/1235).
Among theorists of the genre are Abi al-
Hakam ibn al-Murahhal (1207-99 CE) and
Abi Bakr al-Qalalasi (d. 1307). Hazim al-
Qartajanni (d. 1285) finds the dibayti
exquisite in spite of its non-classical origin and
therefore approves of its being practised
(Minhaj, Tunis, 1966, p.243). The most
extensive collection of dibayts is in Kamil
Mustafa al-Shaybi, Diwan al-dibayt fi al-shi‘r
al-‘arabi, 1972 (with supplements in al-
Mawrid of 1975 and 1977). The dibayt is said
to be still in use in Kuwait, Bahrain and Oman.

Further reading

Reinert, Benedikt, ‘Der Vierzeiler’, in Neues Hand-
buch der Literaturwissenschaft, V: Orientalische
Mittelalter, W. Heinrichs (ed.), (1990),
284-300.

Stoetzer, Willem, ‘Sur les quatrains arabes nommés
“dfibayt’”, OSA 5-6 (1987--8), 718-25.

W. STOETZER

Dunqul, Amal (1940-83)
Egyptian poet. Born in Qina (Upper Egypt),

Dunqul began publishing in periodicals in the

1960s. Enjoying the reputation of a modern
su'lik poet (see sa‘alik), his early work was
influenced by that of Salah ‘Abd al-Sabir
and Ahmad *Abd al-Mu'ti al-Hijazi. Dunqul’s

198

work is often directly related to contemporary
political events, exposing the disintegration of
Egyptian society through the use of symbol
and allegory; though modernistic, it is charac-
terized by a refreshing directness and
simplicity of tone. His most famous poem is
‘al-Bukd’ bayna yaday Zarqa’ al-Yamama’,
written a few days after the Arab defeat in the
1967 Arab-Israeli war. Dunqul died prema-
turely in May 1983 after a long struggle with
cancer.

‘P. STARKEY

Q ch@ o\ | < |
geBRTalSimma:(d. 8/630)

Poet and warrior of the tribe Jusham, killed in
the battle of Hunayn where, already too old to
fight, he was giving military advice to the
pagan enemies of Muhammad. Most of his
gasidas, as well as his laments for his
brothers, are dedicated to the description of
battles and the glorification of manly virtues.
He is famous for his verses in praise of stead-
fastness (sabr).

Text editions

Diwan, Muhammad Khayr
Damascus (1981).

Jones, Alan, Early Arabic Poetry, Oxford (1992),
vol. 1, 66-79.

al-Biga't  (ed.),

Further reading

Stetkevych, S.P., ‘Ritual and sacrificial elements in
the poetry of blood-vengeance: two poems by
Durayd ibn al-Simmah and Muhalhil ibn
Rabi‘a’, JNES 45 (1986), 31-43.

T. BAUER

al-Dusugqi, Ibrahim see al-Dasuq,
Ibrahim
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ing this result to the meanings of Hebrew is, however, no evidence that the .to demonstrate that blood-vengeance, as perceived: as-a social code and encoded in '
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DURAYD ibn-SIMMA, a pre-Islamic poet celebrated in Arabic
literature as a model of Bedouin chivalry, generosity and loyalty to his
tribe. Like his father and his four brothers who all fell in battle, he was
an intrepid warrior and is said to have taken part in over a hundred
raids. Many of his verses were inspired by his love for the poetess al-
Khansa'*. It is told that living up in the fullest measure to the Bedouin
code of hospitality, he spent his entire fortune in lavishly receiving as
his guests all those who passed his tent, and ended his life in poverty.
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