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AL-ABTWARDI, ABU L-MUZAFFAR MUHAMMAD
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Kahin, G., Nationalism and revolution in Indonesia,
Ithaca and London 1952; Pluvier, ., Overzicht

van de ontwikkeling der nationalistische beweging in
Indonesié 1n de jaren 1950 fot 1942 (Survey of
the development of the nationalist movement
in Indonesia 1930-1942), The Hague and
Bandung 1953.

R.T McVey

al-Abtwardi, Abt I-Muzaffar
Muhammad

Al-Abiwardi, Abu I-Muzaffar
Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Muhammad
al-Kafant (c. 457-507/1064—-1113), was
an Arabic poet of panegyric and amatory
verse, a genealogist, and a philologist. Born
in Kifan (sometimes wrongly read as Kaw-
fan), a village near Abf-ward in Khurasan,
he traced his genealogy back to Umayya,
eponym of the Umayyads, and used the
nisba al-Mu‘awi, even though the Mu‘awiya
in his ancestry is neither the founder of that
dynasty nor (as is sometimes erroneously
claimed) the second caliph of that name,
but a descendant of “Utba b. Abi Sufyan.
His claim is doubtful; Yaqit quotes an
opimon that “he was from Abiward and
this genealogy of his was unknown” and
that he invented his descent after falling
into temporary disfavour with the caliph al-
Mustazhir. It is said that the caliph (who as
an ‘Abbasid would have had little sympathy
for Umayyad claims) deleted the first letter
of the nisba in the poet’s signature, turn-
ing it into al-‘Awi, “the yelping dog.” His
mother tongue, it seems, was Persian, for
he is reported to have said, “I have been
in Baghdad for 20 years, accustoming ry
nature to the Arabic language, while I still
speak it with a Persian accent.”

Before coming to Baghdad he had
studied with several teachers, including
the literary critic ‘Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani.

31

He was a serious, proud, and ambitious
man: an anecdote pictures him praying,
“O God, make me ruler of the Fast and
the West!?”” Whether or not such a remark-
able ambition was to be taken literally,
it did not prevent him from following a
successful career as a panegyrist, mostly
in Baghdad, where his patrons included
the famous wazir of the Saljigs, Nizam
al-Mulk, and his son Mu’ayyid al-Dawla.
s extensive Diwan also includes eulogies
and congratulatory poems for the ‘Abbasid
caliphs al-Mugtadr and al-Mustazhir;
poems dedicated to the Mazyadid ruler
of al-Hilla, Sadaqa b. Manstr b. Dubays;
and poems on the Saljaq rulers Malikshah
and his son Muhammad. At some stage, he
was in charge of the Nizamiyya library in
Baghdad. The final years of his life were
spent in Isfahan, where he was head of
the ashraf (the “nobles”). There he died
suddenly on Thursday, 20 Rabi* I 507
(5 September 1113), having collapsed in the
presence of Sultan Muhammad, poisoned,
according to many, but no reasons or
names of possible perpetrators are given.

He is reported to have written many works,
especially on genealogy, as well as a history of
Abiward and Nas3; a commentary on the
difficult words in the Sunan of al-INasa',
a work against al-Ma‘arTs Sagt al-zand,
a treatise on “the description of the cold,
fires, and Hamad-han (a place infamous
for its cold climate)”; and other works. All
that 1s left of his output is a considerable
diwan, which is divided into two sections.
The larger of these, entitled al-Tragiyyat,
contains mostly panegyrical poems, poems
addressed to friends, general plaintive
pieces (Shakwda l-zaman), and some nostal-
gic pieces on his birthplace, Kifan. The
second section, called al-Ngjdiyyat, contains
love poetry in the style of the early Arabian
poets, as the poet explains in the preface —
hence the name; it does not mean that
the poet ever visited Najd. It is often said,

THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF ISLAM THREE, FASC. I1., 2007 LEIDEN.
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ABU L-MOZAFFAR  wmoHAM-
ABHAN AHAMAD B, MOHAMMAD AL-

ARTVARDI,
MAD B AR -

CMOTAWT a-RUEANE poet historian. and writer on

weneatopy. died from peison at Isfuhan, 5071113,
Abivardis as he wis usually known. was born into a
chstinguished family of Kidfun, o small town near
Ahivind in Khorwsan tnot “Kawfan™ as in £/ 1, s.v.

Abiwardi; see Yagit (Beimut} IV, pp. 321-22.5.v. Kifan,
where the vowels are spelled). Abivardt was a descen-
dent of ‘Anbasa b. Abq Sofyan through the line of
Mo “avia I1. From the preface to one of his gasidas we
learn that an uncle in Kifan was the katib of the
mosque, with all the implied status, and that one of
their forefathers erected the first menbar there (see
Diwan al-Abiwardr, ed. ‘Omar al-As ‘ad Damascus,
1394/1974, 1, pp. 12, 545).

In his youth Abivardi left for Baghdad, where he
succeeded in meeting some of the most powerful or
prominent persons of the time and gained their pairo-
nage with his gifis as a poet. Among them were the
caliph al-Moqtadi (r. 467-87/1075-94), his son the
caliph al-Mostazher (r. 487-512/1094-1 1 18), the Saljug
vizier Nezim-al-molk (408-85/1018-92). his sons the
viziers ‘Obavdallah and Ahmad. and the Saljug sultans
Maleksah and his son Mohammad. He became quite
wealthy in the service of the vizier Mo’ayyed-al-moik
b. Nezim-al-molk. After an incident which caused him
to fiee the capital to Hamadan, in danger for his life,
he returned in favor 10 the capital. There he was
appointed 10 succeed Qizi Abi Y iisof Ya qub Esfara-
yeni(d. 498/1104-05) as head of the Nezamiya Library
at Baghdad. Near the end of his life he settled in Isfahan,
where he was vaf al-efraf. Sultan Mohammad b.
Maleksah, for what motives it is not known, poisoned
him in Isfahan as he stood in his presence, according
to Yaqit (Odabi V11, Cairo, 1936, p. 238), who derived
the information from ‘Emad Esfahani. Evidence dating
his earliest poems leads to the conclusion that he had
been born about 457/1064-65 and therefore was only
about fifty when he died on 20 Rabi® 1 507/9 May
1H13 {Diwan al- Abiward; I, pp12-] 4). )

The published editions of Ebn Kallekan give his
death date as 557/1161-62. Since this is the death date
of another Abivardi whose name is similar in several of
its components, Abuw’l-Mozaflar Sadr-al-din Moham-
mad b. Ahmad b. Eshaq al-Omavi, a Shafe ‘ite Jagih,
modern biobibliographers remarked that Ebn Kallekin
had confused them. Now there is evidence that the date
557 in Ebn Kallekan was 2 copyist’s error and not
original. since Ebn al- ‘Fmad (Sadarar al-dahab 1V,
Cairo, 1350-51, p- 20). whose information comes from
Ebn Kallekan, gives the year as 307. In addition, brief
biographical notices on Abivardi found in British
Museum and Leiden MSS of Abtvardt’s “Eragivar
poems, said alse to derive from Ebn Kallekan, give his
death date as 507 (Diwan al-Abiwardi |1, pp. 20-21).

The statement in Ebn Kallekan, repeated by others,
which asserts that “he divided the divan of his poetry
into scveral parts, among which are the Nujdnedr, the
‘Eraqivar, the Wajdivar, and others™ has been accepted
at face value (as in £12, oc. cit). However, a study
and comparison of numerous manuscripts of his poetry
found in Cairo. Istanbul, Paris, the Escurial, London,
Leiden. Oxfoid. Tibingen. and Hyderabad made
during the preparation of an edition of his divin by
‘Omar al-As ‘ad (2 vols., Damascus, 1394-95/1974.75.

published with extensive introduction. apparetys criri- |

",
.

2

|

- l '

cus, and voweled text) reveals that the entirety of
AbivardT's poetry is encompassed by the collections
entitled al- Eragivar and al-Najdiyar. A divan arranged
accordingto the alphabetical order of the rhyming letter
was published in Lebanon in 1317/1899-1900; it errone-
ously included poems by al-Gazzi. These have been
eliminated in the al-As ‘ad edition which is intended (o
be definitive.

Among the philological and historical-genealogical
works attributed to Abivardi is a Ta’rik Abiward wa
Nesa and three treatises on genealogy which may be
one and the same work, al-Mokialef wa’ l-mo’ 1alef, Ma
ekialaf wa ¢’ talaf men ansab al-<arab, and al-Ansab.
All were thought to be lost (see £72). but a work said
to be by Abivardi entitled al-Mokialef wa’l-mo tulef
has been published together with a book of the same
title by Ebn al-Sabiiny, both edited by Mostafa Javid,
Baghdad, 1957. The work Zad al-refag I l-mohdzarar
has been atiribuied to the other Abivardi (see above)
by Bagdatli Ismail Pasa (J2@h al-maknin [Kes f-cl-zunun
zevli] 1. Istanbul, 1945, p. 606) but may be the work
of this Abivardi. Within this work its author mentions
two otherwise unknown works of his. Toliw al-hamasa
and Bogyat al-sadi men ‘elul al-“arii: (Diwan al-
Abiwardi 1.pp. 16.n. 5; 17, n. 3, n. 4).

Bibliography: Sam‘ani, Ansab (Leiden), *tal-
Mo'awi.” p. 535 Ebn al-Jawzi, Momtazam 1X.
Hyderabad, 1359/1940, pp. 176-77. “Emad Esfahani.
Kartdat al-qasr 1, Baghdad, 1955, pp. 106-07. Yaqiu.
Qdabi V1, pp. 341-58. Ebn al-Atir, X. Beirut.
1386/1966. pp. 284-85, 500. Idem. Lobab 111, Cairo.
1357-69,1938-49, pp. 154-55, Qeftl, Enbah al-rowar
IHL Cairo. 1950-55, pp. 49-32. Idem. 4khdr al-
Mohammadin men al-3o ‘ar@, Riyadh, 1390/1970,
pp. 46-48. Sebt b. al-Jawzi, Mer’at al-zaman VI,
Hyderabad. 1951, p. 47 (not seen). Ebn al-Si‘j
Bagdadi. Mokrasar akbar al-kolaf@. Cairo
1309/1891-92. pp. 93-94 (not seen). Ebn Kallekin
(Beirut). IV, pp. 44449, no. 674. Abu’l-Feda’,
Mokiasar 11, Cairo, 1905, repr. Baghdad, 1968(7). p.
227. Dahabi. “Ebur 1V, Kuwait, 1963, p. 14. Ebn al-
Vardi. Ta'rik 11. Najaf. 13891969, p. 31. Safadi.
Wafi 11, Istanbul, 1949, pp. 91-93, no. 409. Yife ‘I
Mer at al-Jenin I1I, Hyderabad, 1338/1919-20, repr.
Beirut, 13901970, p. 196 (cited by al-As ‘ad, Diwan |,
D. 8). Sobki, Tabugar® 1V, pp. 62-63. Ebn Kair,
Beddya XI1, Cairo, 1932-39, p. 176. Ebn Tagriberdi,
V, pp. 206-07. Soyiiti, Ta’rik al-kolaf@’, Cairo, 1964.
pp. 427-28. 1dem, Bogyal, Cairo, 1964-65. pp. 40-41,
no. 65. Ebn al- ‘Emad, Sadarar al-dahab 1V, Cairo,
1350-51. pp. 18-20. K Ansari, Rawiat al-jannas, lith,
Tehran, 1947, pp. 694-95. Bagdatli Ismail Paga.
Hudivar al-“arefin 11, Istanbul, 1955, pp. 81-82.
‘Ameli. A'yan al-§a XLIL, Damascus, 1938, pp.
261-62 (cited by al-As ‘ad. Diwan 1, p.9). Apa Bozorg
Tebrant. Mosaffer i-magal, Tehran(?). 1959, pp. 389-
90. ‘Abd-al-Vahhab ‘Azzim. Muajallut al-resala,
Cairo, IX, pp. K59-61. 888-90 (cited by al-As ad,
Diwan 1. p. 9). Brockelmann, GAL 1. p. 253:S. 1, p.

447. Ali Al Tahir, ~La Poésie sous les Seljoukides,”

Sorbonne thesis, 1953, contains a critical study of
Abivardrs poetry.

(L. A. Gi¥ren)
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Edited by Julie Scott Meisami and Paul Starkey
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ARABIC LITERATURE
Volume 1 London o199 Routedze jsaM-ON:6327F3
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Abi Shaqra, Shawqi
————, Arabia ridens, Frankfurt am Main (1992), Further reading
vol. 1, 38-45. Borg, Gert, ‘A Jahill generation conflict’, JAL 24

U. MARZOLPH

See also: adab; anthologies,
clopedias, medieval

medieval; ency-

Abi Shagra, Shawqi (1935- )

Lebanese poet. Abi Shaqra has worked as a
teacher and journalist and has served as
cultural editor of the Lebanese daily al-Nahar.
During the 1950s and 1960s he was a member
of the editorial board of Shi‘r, the magazine
founded by Yiuasuf al-Khal to promote the
modern poetry movement. He has published
several collections of poetry including
Khutuwar al-Malik (1960), Ma’ ila hisan al-
@’ila (1962) and Yatba" al-sahir wa-yaksir al-
sanabil rakidan (1979); his most recent work
1s Salat al-ishtiyaq ‘ala sarir al-wahda (1995).
Abi Shaqrd’s poetry, which is experimental
and often complex in nature, represents a
significant contribution to the development of
the prose poem; its language reflects the
poet’s modern vision while preserving an
element of spontaneity.

P. STARKEY
*Abid ibn al-Abras
(sixth century CE)
Pre-Islamic poet, born ¢.500. “Abid was

spokesman of his tribe (the Asad) after Hujr,
the last king of the Kinda, had been killed in
an Asad revolt (c.530) and Hujr’s son Imru’
al-Qays was seeking vengeance on the tribe.
‘Abid’s few remaining poems give valuable
insight into the early history of Arabic poetry.
His most remarkable poem is a polythematic
gasida (Diwan no. 1) which was included
among the Mu‘allagat by al-Tibrizi. It ends
with a famous description of a mare com-
pared to an eagle preying on a fox. The Diwan
of Imru’ al-Qays (ed. Ibrdhim, no. 33) con-
tains a poem which shares many images with
‘Abid’s poem. This is one of the earliest
examples of direct intertextuality in Arabic
poetry.

Text edition

The Diwans of "Abid ibn al-Abras and ‘Amir ibn at-
Tufail, Charles Lyall (ed. and trans.), Leiden
(1913).

22

(1994), 1-15.
Montgomery, James E., ‘Dichotomy in Jahili
poetry’, JAL 17 (1986), 1-20.

T. BAUER

al-Abiwardi
(c.457-507/c.1064~ 1113)

Abi Mugzaffar Muhammad al-Abiwardi was an
Arab poet, historian and genealogist. Born in
Kifa near Abiward in Khurasan, he was a
direct descendant of the Umayyad caliph
Mu‘awiya IL. In his youth he moved to Bagh-
dad, where he served one of the sons of the
great Saljiq vizier, Nizam al-Mulk, and gained
favour through his poetry at the cahphal court,
Probably after 498/1104-5, he was put in
charge of the Nizamiyya Library. He then
became wali al-ashraf (‘protector of the
Sharifs’) in Isfahan, where he incurred the dis-
pleasure of Sultan Muhammad, who had him
poisoned. Al-Abiwardi’s diwan consists of two
sections, al-‘Iragiyyat (dealing with the caliphs
al-Mugqtadi and al-Mustazhir and their viziers)
and al-Najdiyyat (pastoral pieces). He com-
posed several other works, listed by Yaqut but
no longer extant, including a history of
Abiward and Nasa. A genealogical treatise,
attributed to al-Abiwardi and entitled al-
Mukhtalif wa-al-mi talif, came to light in 1957.

Text editions

Diwan, “Umar al-As‘ad (ed.), Damascus (1974 -5).

al-Mukhtalif wa-al-mu’talif, M. Jawwad (ed.),
Baghdad (1957).

Muqatta, Cairo (1277/1860~1).

Further reading

Ibn Khallikan’s Biographical Dictionary, Baron
McGuckin de Slane (trans.), 4 vols, Paris
(1842-71), vol. 3, 144—8.

al-Tahir, AJ., La poésie sous les Seldjoukides,
thesis, Sorbonne University (1953).

Yaqut, Mu'jam al-udabd’, Ihsan ‘Abbas (ed.),
Beirut (1993), vol. 6, 341 -60.

C. HILLENBRAND

abjad

The name for the alphabet, an acronym of the
first four letters of the Semitic alphabet, in
Arabic alif, ba’, jim, dal (compare Greek
alpha, beta fgamma, delta]). The letters had
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