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Fleisch, H., Traité de philologie arabe, Beirut, 1961; id, “Esquisse d’un
historique de la grammaire arabe”, Arabica, Leiden, 1957, vol. IV; GAL,
§; GAS.
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468 ABU ‘ALY AL-FARMADI

Aba ‘Al al-Farmadi, al-Fadl b. Mu-
hammad b. ‘Al (407-477/1016-1084)
was a prominent Sufi and preacher from
Tis. He was called al-Farmadt on account
of his place of birth, Farmad, a village in
the vicinity of Tas (al-Sam‘ani, 10/124;
Yaqit, 3/839). =

Abt ‘Al began his education as a child
in Tas (al-Sarifini, 628) and travelled to
Nisabiirasa young man where he continued
his education in the madrasa of al-Sarrajin.
It was at precisely this time that Aba Sa‘Td
b. Abt al-Khayr (d. 440/1049), arrived at
Nisabtir. Abf ‘All made his acquaintance
and benefited both from his discourses
and his spiritual states (Muhammad b.
al-Munawwar, 128-129; Sadid al-Dm
Muhammad, 231). Al-Farmadi then at-
tended the madrasa of Abt al-Qzsim al-
QushayrT (d. 465/1072) and followed the
Sufi path under his guidance, receiving the
particular attention and care of this emi-
nent Sufi master (al-Sarifin, 628). It was as
a result of the advice of al-QushayrT that

Abt ‘Alf also began studying formal exo-

teric disciplines in Nisabtir Muhammad b.
al-Munawwar, 129). During that period he
studied under such masters of hadith and
theology (kalam) as Abti Hassan al-Mu-
zakks, Abt Hamid al-Ghazali, Abt Bakr
al-Mufid, Abt ‘Uthman al-Sabiini, Aba
‘Abd Allah b. Bakawayh, Ibn Masrtr as
well as others (al-Sarifint, 629; al-Sam‘ani,
10/125; al-Subki, 4/89, 5/304-305).
Al-Farmadi returned to Tis after a
few years where he sought to travel fur-
ther through the stages of the spiritual
path under the guidance of Shaykh Abi
al-Qasim Jurjant (g.v.). Acting in obedi-
ence to his master’s instructions, at times
he travelled to Mayhana in order to visit
Abfi SaTd b. Abt al-Khayr. During that
time Shaykh Abu al-Qasim married his
daughter to Abt ‘Alf and also granted him
permission to speak at formal Sufi ses-
sions (mgjalis) and offer spiritual guidance
- (@l-Hujwirg, 211; al-Sarifint, 628-629;
Muhammad b. al-Munawwar, 130-131,
196). Abt ‘Alf then returned to Nisabiir

and for a while he spoke at Sufi sessions
held there as well as in Tas, Marw and
other towns (al-Sarifini, 629). His attrac-
tive and eloquent discourses, together with
the inspirational and spiritually galvanising
principles he expressed, made his sessions
particularly successful, such that other
Sufis, and all those inclined to such gath-
erings, would flock to see him from places
near and far (al-Sarifing, 629; al-Sam‘ani,
10/125). The presence of such persons as
the Imam al-Haramayn Abt al-Ma‘4al al-
Juwayni (d. 478/1085) in those assemblies
(Attar, 289) 1s an indication of the influ-
ence of al-Farmadi’s discourses, even for
members of the social elite. It was through
attending these sessions that eminent fig-
ures like Muhammad al-Ghazilt and Abii
Ya‘qiib al-Hamadani (q.v.) became drawn
towards Suﬁgm (al-Ghazali, Iiya’, 4/178;
Kimya, 2/34-35, 156; Ibn al-Jawzi, 9/169).
His renown grew to such an extent that he
became known as Lisan al-wagt (‘the tongue
of the ame’), and Zaban-1 Khwrasan (‘the
tongue of Khurasan’), as well as Shaykh-
FKhurasan. (al-Hujwir, 211; al-Sam‘ani, 10/
124-125).

Aba ‘All was a ShafiT Mushim and was
also considered one of the masters of
the discipline of fadith, and scholars such
as ‘Abd al-Ghafir al-Farist, ‘Abd Allah b.
‘All al-Khargtishi, Abii al-Khayr Jami
al-Saqqa’ and ‘Abd Allah b. Muhammad
al-‘AlawT narrated his fadiihs (al-Dhahabi,
18/565; al-Subki, 5/305). Historical cir-
cumstances in al-Farmadr's time also en-
hanced his success, renown and elevated
position, given that the influence of the
Sufis then was constantly growing, with
Kh“aja Nizam al-Mulk—who was the vi-
zier in charge of running the affairs of the
Saljiq empire—having great respect and
reverence for them. It has been reported
that whenever AbGl ‘Alf visited Nizam al-
Mulk he rose and offered him his seat,
whereas he did not do this when visited by
al-QushayrT and al-Juwayni. When asked
about this Nizdm al-Mulk said, “When
they [al-QushayrT and al-Juwayni] come
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