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AL-MARZUQI, ABG ‘ALT O Soosi

al-Marziigr, Abt ‘Ali

Abfi ‘Ali Ahmad b. Muhammad b.
al-Hasan al-Marziiq3 (d. 421/1030) was
an Arabic literary critic, grammarian,
and lexicographer of Iraman origin, who
codified the concept of the “essentials of
poetry” (‘amid al-shi7). He was born in
Isfahan, but his birthdate is unknown.
According to the biographers Yagat (d.
626/1229) and al-Suyatr (d. 911/1505),
he studied the seminal grammatical trea-
tse al-Kuab by Sibawayh (d. ¢.177/793)
with the renowned grammarian Abt ‘Alf
al-Farst (d. 377/987). Ibn Khallikan’s
(d. 681/1282) biography of al-Farsi,
which refers to his stay in Shiraz and
more vaguely 1n Iran during the reign of
the Bayid ruler ‘Adud al-Dawla (r. 367—
72/978-83; Ibn Khallikan, 2:80), leaves
room for the hypothesis that al-Marziqt
studied with al-Faris in Shiraz or perhaps
in Isfahan. Among al-Marziigl’s pupils
was the fadith transmitter SaTd al-Baqqal
(d. 506/1112; Yaqut, 2:506). The states-
man and man of letters al-Sahib Ibn
‘Abbad (d. 385/995), who served as a
wazr under the Biiyid ruler Rukn al-
Dawla (r 335-66/947-77) and his suc-
cessors, held al-Marziigi in great esteem,
despite his humble origins as a weaver,
and even went personally to visit him in
Isfahan. Reportedly al-Marzfigf was insuf-
ficiently respectful toward al-Szhib, who
therefore, when he was appointed wazir
m 360/970, weated him coarsely (Yaqiit,
2:506): However, this incident did not pre-
vent al-Marziigl from serving at the Biyid
court in Isfahan, where he was employed
as a tutor for the ruler’s children.

Al-Marziigi devoted three books to
the ‘Abbasid poet and literary cntic
Abt . Tammam (d. 231/845): Shark
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mushkil  al-abyat  al-myfrada  (*Commen-
tary on the difficulty of single wverses
by Abi Tammam”; ed. Khalaf Rashid
Nu‘man, Beirut 1407/1987); the now
fragmentary Rutab al-intisar min zalamat
Abi Tammam (“Getting even with those
who have wronged AbG Tammam”; ed.
‘Abdallah Hamad Muharib, Kuwait City
1430/2009); and Shark Duwan al-hamésa
(ed. Ahmad Amin and ‘Abd al-Salam
Hartn, Cairo 1387/1967) , a commen-
tary on Abfi Tammam’s poetry collection
al-Hamasa, in the introduction to which
al-Marzigi presents his own literary-
critical views. Even though he asserts that
prose is superior to poetry (Sharh Duwan
al-hamasa, 1:17), on the grounds that the
Qur'an is expressed in the former rather
than the latter, al-Marziigl embarks upon
a definition of the essentals of poetry
(‘amitd al-shi7), which he defines as founded
on seven prnciples (ebwab, sing. bab;
Sharh Diwan al-hamasa, 1:9). According to
Mansour Ajami (43—4), al-Marziigi takes
the first four of these principles directly
from the critic ‘Abd al-‘Azlz al-Jurjani
(d. 392/1001), namely, (1) sublimity and
correctness of content (sharaf al-ma‘na
wa-sthhatuh); (2) eloquence and soundness
of expression (jazalat al-lafz wa-stigamatuh);
(3) accuracy of description (al-isgba fi
l-wasfj; and (4) balanced use of similes
(al-mugaraba fi Il-tashbih). The remaining
three of these principles, however, are
original to him: (5) conjunction and con-
gruity of the parts of poetic composition
with the choice of pleasant metre (iliham
@za’ al-nagm wa-liiamuha ‘alad  I-takhayyur
min ladhidh al-wazn); (6) -correspondence
between the compared and the compared
to (mundsabat al-musta@r minhu hl-mustaar
lahu); and (7) harmony between expression
and content (mushakalat al-lafz ll-ma%a).

| The Encyclopqed%é‘oé slam Three (EB), 2021/4, Leiden: E. J. Brill, 2021. ISAM DN. 295241.

E YAYIMLANDIKT 1.
SONRA GELEN DOK(IMan

01 taean 2077




