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and last radicals only (hence the roots DHRS and QRTQ are placed after DHS
and QRF respectively).305 )
It is thus clear that the use of a partial alphabetical order based on the first
letter or first two letters and the use of full alphabetical arrangement do not
represent consecutive stages in the history of mubawwab and specialized
lexica. In particular, alphabetical arrangement by first letter only is quite com-
mon in several genres. One such genre is proverbs, as exemplified in the previ-
ously discussed works by ‘Askari (d. after 395/1005), Ibn Rifd‘a (d. after 400/1010),
Maydani (d. 518/1124), Huwayyl (d. ¢. 549/1154) and Bayhaqi (d. 565/1270).3%6 In
other genres, the arrangement based solely on the first letter continued till
much later: it was employed, for example, in the genres of falg al-insin by
Badr al-Din al-Gazzi (d. 984/1577), muarrab by Hafagi (d.1069/1659), and hurif
al-ma‘@ni’ by Ibn Niir al-Din (d. 825/1422).3%7 In tracing the development of the !
alphabetical ordering of words in mubawwab and specialized lexica, it is more g
meaningful to consider each genre on its own, as we did in Chapter 2, than to
consider the history of lexicographical writing as a whole. Being few in num- )
ber, alphabetically arranged mugannas lexica are considerably easier to exam- |
ine from the perspective of the developmént of their arrangement. '
To the following list of alphabetically arranged mugannas lexica could be ‘
added Kura“ al-Naml's (d. 310/922) al-Mugarrad, which would be second in !
chronological order. Having chosen though to discuss it, due to its content, !
under the genre of garib,3°8 we are left with the following works:

|
. . 0 3 Adustos l
K al-Gim by Abt ‘Amr al-Saybani (d. 206/821). 3 Hass 2017
Gamharat al-luga by Ibn Durayd (d. 321/933). |
Maqayis al-luga and Mugmal al-luga by Ibn Faris (d. 395/1004). ?
Asas al-balaga by Zamah3ari (d. 538/1144). Eaw Weane &8 w@@@%@%m@
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31 K. al-Gim by Abi Amr al-Saybani (d. 206/821)
This is generally recognized as the first mugannas lexicon in which lexi-
cal items are alphabetically arranged, though on first-letter basis only. Yet it \
should be remembered that K. a/-Gim is not a general lexicon which tries to
embrace all lexical items of the language since its material is almost restricted j
to garib, as we shall presently see. In this respect, it is similar to Kura* al-
Naml's (d. 310/922) al-Mugarrad, which was discussed with books on garib.

305 Mutarrazi, Mugrib 16, 379; cf. 16; see also above, 83.
306 Cf above, ng ff. ;
307 Cf. above, 155,168, 215 respectively. !
308 Cf above, go-g2. 3

Remzi Baalbaki, The Arabic lexicographical tradition: from the 2nd/8th
to the 12th/18th century, Leiden: E. J. Brill, 2015. ISAM DN. 252632.
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The inclusion of K. al-Gim among alphabetically arranged lexica (the rest of
which attempt to cover the whole language and not only garib) is primarily
aimed at demonstrating the early appearance of alphabetical ordering in lexi-
cographical writing. In fact, the dates of death of Halil and Abt ‘Amr may be
misleading in determining who authored his lexicon first. Abt ‘Amr’s latest
date given in the sources is 213/828 and he is said to have lived up to the age of
90, even 119 in the most extreme riwaya.>*® Even if we suppose that he died in
213/828 and was no more than ninety, there still is a chance that he authored K.
al-Gim at a time very close to that in which Hal1l devised the plan of K. al-Ayn.
If, on the other hand, we accept an earlier date of death and a longer life span,
we may have to conclude that Abii ‘Amr authored his lexicon simultaneously
with Halil or even earlier.

Another enigma that surrounds K. al-Gim is its title. Unlike K. al-Ayn, which
begins with the letter ‘ayn, it begins with the first letter of the alphabet, alif,
rather than §im as its title may suggest, and does not include an introduction
in which Abt ‘Amr, like Halil, may have cited the reason for his lexicon’s title,
if he indeed gave it that title and not one of the other titles by which the book
is referred to (see below). Medieval scholars were puzzled by the title, %10 and
Qift1 (d. 646/1248) reports that Ibn al-Qatta‘ (d. 515/m121), author of K. al-Afal "
had an explanation for the name, but since no one was willing to pay the hun-
dred dinars he had requested to give away the secret, he took it with him to
his grave.3'2 Qifti then says that, having heard of Ibn al-Qatta®s anecdote, he
decided to search for the correct meaning of the title, and when he found
the answer, he requested only ten dinars to reveal the truth, but found no
one whose love for knowledge would prompt him to pay even that amount.
Unfortunately, Qifti does not reveal the truth to his readers either!

Firizabadi (d. 817/1415) tries to explain this enigmatic title by attributing to
Abi ‘Amr that §im means dibag (decorated garment) and suggesting that he
wanted the title to be indicative of the book’s fineness (kaannahu Sabbahahu
bi-l-dibag li-husnihi).®3 Among contemporaxry scholars, Haywood suggests
that the work was called or known as Alif b@ gim {The A-B-C Book), but the
title was then abbreviated.3# More convincing is Nassdr’s proposal that the

309 Ibnal-Anbari, Nuzha 8o; Yaqiit, Mu$am 1, 625, 627; Qift, Inbdh], 264.

310 Cf Qifty, Inbdh 1, 259; Suyuty, Muzhir 1, g1 and Bugya I, 440.

g11  Cf. above, 259—260.

312 Qift1, Inbah 1, 260. -

313 Firtizabady, Qdmis (GYM) and Bas@’ir 11, 351; cf. Zabidi, Tagd (GYM). See also Kamil (1974
79); Razziiq (1968: 20-28).

314 Haywood (1965: 95).
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AT AMR AL-SHAYBANT ;
Abt ‘Amr al-Shaybant

Abfi ‘Amr al-Shaybini, Ishiq b.
Mirar (d. 2067821, or 210/825, or
215/828, or 216/831), was a famous
eransmitter of poetry and lexicographer
of the Kufan school in the second/eighth
century.

Ab# ‘Amr was born in Kufa Sometime
in the first quarter of the second/eighth
century. According to a statement of Aba
Ishaq al-Najirami {lived in the first half
of the fourth/tenth century} in his dmal,
quoted in Yaqur (d. 626/1229), Mujam
9:625, his father was the descendant of an
Iranian landowner (dihgan) and his mother
a Nabatf wornan. He grew up in Kufa, in
the neighborhood of the Banii Shayban,
whose children he educated; hence his
nisha. Among Abii ‘Amr’s teachers were
" Rukayn b. Rabi® al-Shami, a transmit-
ter of hadith, and al-Mufaddal al-Dabbi
d c 1'7!3/ ?86), whio sharcd with Abg

aged him fo travel to the Bedouin tribes
and collect their poetry. Abil ‘Amr fol-
lowed his master’s advice and was able to
assemble more than eighty tibal duwins,
or collections of poetry, which he stored
in the mosque of Kufa. At first glance this
number would seem to be exaggerated
and, since all these diwdns are irretrievably
lost, there is no proof for the accuracy of
that count. However, given the fact that
Abt “Amr was renowned for his unweary-
ing diligence, it seems likely that he made
numerous collections of tribal poetry in
the same way his teacher al-Mufaddal
al-Dabbt had done in his anthology
al-Mufaddaliyyat, that is, by simply trans-
mitting the poems without giving gram-
matical or lexicological explanations or
quoting verses serving as textual evidence
{shawdhid). This view is confirmed by the

m}l}r extant duedn of t}mse in Abu Amr&
transmission, and one roay suppose that
many other diwdns of famous poets that he
transmitted, which were available to later
authors such as Abgl 1-F araj al-Isfahant {d.

356/967) in his Ritah al-Aghini, were 1d£:n~'
tcally formed and structured.

The second field in which Abf ‘Amr
excelled was lexicography. His biographers
mention writings entitled Khalg al-insan, al-
Iil, and al-Bhayl, collections of the vocabu-
lary concerning the human body, camels,
and horses, respectively, all of which are
lost. These minor treatises were certainly
less inmmportant than his books on his favou-
rite subject: the kalimdl nadira/ghariba, rare
or strange words, and words or idioms with
rare meanings. He discussed uncommon
expressions in his al-Gharlb al-musanngf, and
uncommon words and expressions found
in hodith in bis Gharib al-hedih (both lost),
which were fmportant sources for his dis-
ciple Abti ‘Ubayd al-Qasim b. Sallam (d.
224/858) for his own works on the same
subjects. Ab@ ‘Amr’s third book in this
genre was his Kigb al-nawiddir. The errors
and mistakes in it were crticised by ‘Al
b. Hamza (d. 375/985) in his al-Tanbihit
ala aghlat ai-nawdt, but, even if his crip-
cal remarks may not always be justified;

_they give us at least some idea of what

the Nawadir contained. It is clear that the
Newadir were most probably not much dif
ferent from his only preserved work, a copi-
ous dictionary with the enigmatic and still
unexplained tifle Kuab alyim. This book,
sometimes mentioned in the biographical
literature under the titles Kb al-lughat or

_ Kuah al-hurif, is divided into chapters in
“alphabetical order, but within each chapter

the arrangernent of words is totally unpre-
dictable, and many words with different

ISAM DN. 239797

The Encyclopaedia of Islam Three, 2015/4, 2015 Leiden. T
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Najms Maver Heravi
Tr. Darvousa Monaaniap Poor

Abii ‘Amr al-Shaybani, Ishaq b. Mirar
(ca. 93-210/712-825) was a well-known

1.

philologist and transmitter of poetry who
lived in the early ‘Abbasid period. Most of
the sources give his father’s name as Mirar
(Abt al-Tayyib, 91; Ibn al-Nadim, 74; al-
Zubaydr, 194) but this name is sometimes
also spelled Murad, Marrar or Nizar (al-
Azhari, 1/13; al-Daraquini, 3/1401; al-
Qal1, 2/275; Ibn Hajar, 6/807). In addition
to al-Shaybani, he was sometimes called
al-Marrar (Ibn al-Athir, al-Lubab, 3/189).
Apparently, Abt ‘Amr was given the nisba
al-Shaybant because he was under the pro-
tection (juwar) of the Bana Shayban or be-
came their client, or else because he taught
the children of the clan, although he him-
self was not one of the tribe (Ibn Qutayba,
al-Ma'arif; 545; Aba al-Tayyib, 91; Ihn al-
Nadim, 74~75, al-Yaghmurt, 277).

According to some sources, Abi ‘Amr
was the descendant of dikgans (Iranian
landowners) (Yaqat, Udaba’, 6/78), and
he was known as al-Ahmar (‘the Red’) (al-
Azhari, 1/13; al-Suyug, 1/439). Since this
is used to refer to non-Arabs in general
and particularly to Iranians, some modern
scholars have taken him to be Persian (Pel-
lat, 919). His mother is said to have been a
Nabataean, which explains why Abt ‘Amr
was familiar with Nabataean terms (Ibn al-
Anbari, 63-64; al-Qiftr, 1/226). This state-
ment is repeated in most of the sources
that mention him, but Arab authors are
also known to have referred to Aramaean
people living in Iraq as Nabataean, a des-
ignation that did not necessarily refer to
an ethnic origin with some connectdon to
the Nabataeans of Petra, but rather to an
agrarian as opposed to a pastoral or mili-
tary way of life (Azarnoosh, 50-51; see
Fahd, 835-836).

None of the early sources refer to the date
of Abti ‘Amr’s birth, and there are disagree-
ments over whether he died in 2057820,
206/821, 210/825, 213/828, or 216/831
(al-Daraqutnt, 4/2127; al-Yaghmart, 278;
Ibn al-Nadim, 75; al-Qiftr, 1/229). How-
ever, there is no doubt that he had a long
life and died in Baghdad (al-Azhari, 1/13;
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literature of witl al-fikh, which often draws attention
to opinions of al-Shaybani, tends to confirm the impres-
sion that he was also a theorist of fikh (see, e.g. al-
Lamishi, Auab fi Usil al-fikh, Beirut 1995, index).

As recounted by a classic of Hanafl literature of
usiil al-fikh (Usil al-Bazdawi, 59-61), the doctrine of al-
Shaybani relating to the respective roles of “reason-
ing” (ra’y) and of tradition (hadith) in the elaboration
of fikh, a doctrine which firmly insists on their nec-
essary complementanity (la yastakimu al-hadith illa b
lra’y wa-la yastakimy alvd’y dla b Clhadith), seems to
be in perfect harmony with the fikh which he effec-
tively formulated and which Schacht has successfully
analysed, comparing 1t with that of his predecessors.
On the one hand, al-Shaybani takes care to justfy
his legal doctrine on the basis of traditions traced
back either to the Prophet, or to other authorities
(where necessary, he feels free to quarrel with the lat-
ter); thus “he fills his books with hadith” (al-Bazdawf,
61). He appears in this context to stand apart from
other jurists of Kafa, and from Aba Yasuf in par-
ticular, in according, in a non-systematic manner, pri-
ority to traditions attributed to the Prophet over those
of the Companions (al-Sakdba [g.0.]). It is known that
al-Shafi'f, for his part, was to accord probative worth
to Propheti¢ traditions exclusively; on this point also,
al-Shaybani gives the appearance of being the initia-
tor of ShafiT-like theses (Schacht, Orgins, 27-34). On
the other hand, the judicial reasoning, the ra’y of al-
Shaybani, is considerably more rigorous and system-
atic than was that of AbG Hanifa, Abti Yasuf or
Malik. In a word, he tends to associate himself with
the strict “analogical reasoning” (kipds [¢.v]), of which
al-Shafi'T was to give, in the Risala, the first formal
theorisation available to modern scholarship. It is not
mmpossible that, in his K. Idjtihad al-ra’y, which is unfor-
tunately lost, al-Shaybani had preceded him in this
project.

In theological matters, al-Shahrastani (d. 548/1163
[g2.]) and other heresiographers assert that, following
the example of Abt Hanifa Aba Yasuf, al-ShaybanI
adhered to the Murdji’t doctrine [¢.0.] (Livre des reli-
gions et des sectes, tr. D. Gimaret and G. Monnot, Lou-
vain 1986, 1, 433; on the very close relations between
Hanafism and Murdj’ism, in which al-ShaybanT is
Just one of the participating players, see W. Madelung
i Il lix [1982], 32-39). A Credo (‘Akida), preserved
In manuscript form, is attributed to him, but not one
of his biographers mentions its existence.

Bibliography: In addition to the references in
the text:

1. Rio- and biblicgraphy. Kardari, Manakib
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al-hanafiyya, Cairo 1993, iii, 122-7; Ibn Kutlibugha
(d. 879/1474), Tad; al-taradjim, Damascus 1992, 237-
40, Nawawi (d. 676/1277), Tahdhib al-asma’ wa
“I-lughdt, Beirut n.d., i, 80-2; Saymari (d. 436/1044),
Akhbar Abi Hanifa wa-ashabihi, Haydarabad 1974;
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o (E. CHAUMONT)

AL-SHAYBANI, As0 ‘Amr IspAx B. MIRAR, lexi-
cographer belonging to the Kufan school,
who is often quoted under his kumpa Abt ‘Amr. He
was probably born somewhere around 120/738 in
Kifa and lived to a very great age. The biographies
mention several years as his date of death, but the
most probable date of death is 213/828 (Diem, Das
FKuab al-gim, 10). According to a report in Ibn al-
Anbarf (Muzha, 58, 1. 11), his mother was a Nabatf
and he knew some of her language. His foreign descent
is confirmed by a remark in Ibn Khallikdn (i, 201,
1. 6) who says that he was a mawld. It is not certain
whence his nisba ash-Shaybani was derived; accord-
ing to most sources, he received this nisba because he
educated the sons of some members of the Bani
Shayban.

Al-Shaybani was trained in grammar and lexicog-
raphy, as well as fadith; his teacher in poetry was al-
Mufaddal al-Dabbi [g.2.]. In his theological opinions
he may have been a Mu‘tazili; in a report in Yakit
(Mudiam, vi, 84) he is said to have maintained that
the Kur’an was created. Among his pupils were the
lexicographers Ibn al-Sikkit and AbQ “Ubayd [g.0.]
and the traditionist Ahmad b. Hanbal, who quotes
him as a source in his Musnad. His fame rests mainly
on his qualities as a collector of poetry. He is reported
to have collected the dfwdns of more than eighty tribes,
which have not been preserved. Both his son ‘Amr
and his grandson Muhammad b. ‘Amr transmitted
lexical explanations to poems from him. In the Kifan
line, the transmission through his grandson to Abl
Muhammad b. Yahya al-Marwazl (d. 298/910) was
preserved in the Madialis Tha'lab (e.g., 1, 137; 1, 479,
485) as a later addition to the manuscript.

Abd ‘Amr was the author of several lexicographi-
cal treatises, most of them dealing with specialised
semantic domains, such as the terminology of human
anatomy (khaik al-insan) and that of camels and horses.
He is also said to have written a book called al-
Nawadir and a collection of rare expressions from the
hadiih (gharib al-haduth) (cf. Sezgin, GAS, vii, 121-3).
The only work that has been preserved is his & al-
Ditm (in some sources called K. al-Lughdt or K. al-
Hurif, according to others these are independent
books). This book was transmitted mainly by two lex-
icographers, al-Sukkari [¢g.0.] and AbG Musa al-Hamid
(d. 305/918), a pupil of the Kufan grammarian
Tha‘lab. Both recensions seem to have been used in
the unique Escorial manuscript (no. 572; for a descrip-
tion of this manuscript see Diem, 12-14).

In the K al-Djim, each chapter contains words be-
ginning with the same radical, without further crite-
ria of division. There is a large amount of association
within each chapter, so that even words beginning
with different radicals are quoted when the context
leads him to do so. Unlike his contemporary al-Khalil
[g.r]. he followed the usual alphabetical order of the
Arabic alphabet rather than a phonetic order. Earlier
investigators, who did not have the possibility of study-
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CHAPTER EIGHT

THE MODERN DICTIONARY ARRANGEMENT

When al-Khalil began the “Kitib al-“Ain”, he was perfectly well
aware that the Arabic alphabet, in its conventional order, began with
alif—or hamza. We have seen how his scientific mind prevented him
from using that order. Moreover, having mathematical leanings, he
was determined not inadvertently to omit any Arabic roots from his
work, and he perhaps felt that he could best ensure this by his ana-
grammatical or permutative method. But a contemporary of his, Abd
‘Amr Ishdq ibn Mirir al-Shaibini, wrote a dictionary, or perhaps
more accurately a vocabulary—the “Kitab al-Jim”—in which he fore-
shadowed the modern dictionary arrangement. He was, perhaps, the
mitiater of a system whereby words were grouped 1in chapters accor-
ding to their first radical letters, but within these chapters, there was
apparently no logical order. It is significant that Abi Amr belonged
to the Kufan school of Grammarians and lexicographers, while al-
Khalil belonged to the more orthodox Basran. Too much stress has
probably been laid on the differences between these two rival schools,
especially since, by the time philological studies really got “under
weigh”, Baghdad was the capital of the Islamic Empire, and it was
there that scholars flocked, whatever their viewpoint. But the terms
“Basran” and “Kufan” applied to linguistic studies do represent dif-
ferences of approach, nevertheless. In brief, “Basran” tended to imply
analytical, logical, and theoretical, while “Kufan” implied a more prac-
tical approach. Even scholars who had never studied in either place,
could trace back a kind of genealogical table of teaching handed down
to themselves from one or other of these two seats of learning. The
Kufans tended to accept what they heard—whether directly or in-
directly—from the Bedouin Arab, rather than what fitted into the
known pattern of the language 1. In the terminology of of the Greeks
and of Varro, the Basrans were the Analogists, the Kufans the Ano-
malists,

* For a full account of the Kufan School, see Dr. Madhi al-Makhziibi, Ma-
drasat ol-Kiifa, Baghdad 1035,
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1. ABU ‘AMR. al-SHAYBANI, Kitdb al-Fim, Le Caire,
Académie de la' Langue arahe, 19 x. 26, cm., vol. I, édité
avec introduction et notes par Ibrahim al-Ibyari, revisé par
Moh. Khalafalldh, 1974, 315 pages; vol. II, édité par
‘Abd al-‘Alim al-Tahawi, revisé par Moh.| Mahdi ‘Allam,
1975, 348 pages; vol. III, édité par ‘Abd. al-Karim
al-‘Azbawi, 1975, 330 pages. . |- - .

© Les dates de naissance et de la mort de Abd ‘Amr Ishiq b. Miras#

al-Shaybini al-Kiifi ne sont pas connues avec précisio;m., On sait seule-
ment qu’il vécut longtemps, 90 ou 100 ans, et qu’il mourut entre 205 et
220 de PHégire. \

H.est surtout connu par son Kitdh al-Fim. Pourquoi ce titre ?
L’auteur ne s’en explique pas lui-méme.. On sait que le K. al-“Aym de
Khalil est ainsi nommé parce qu’il commence par cette lettre. Mais
le K. al-fim ne commeénce pas par la lettre jim mais bien par le alif. . .
Cela n’a pasmanqué de jeterla confusion dans les esprits. Al-Fayriiza-
bidi parexemple ditquel’auteurl’a appeléainsi “parcequ’ill’acomparé
au dibdj A cause de’'sa beauté”. ' Aba ‘Amr avait en - effet dit lui-méme

57
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- ABD ‘AMR AS-SAIBANI |

Ishiaq b. Mirar, ein Kufenser Philologe (st. 205 /820, 0. a. 206 H.,
213 H.,s. GAS II), galt spater bei Botanikern und Lexikographen als
Autoritat auf dem Gebiet der Botanik. Einige auf AbG ‘Amr zuriick-
gehende Zitate im K. an-Nabit des ABT HANIFA ad-Dinawari verra-
ten ein Interesse an Botanik. Bisher ist aber kein Buch von ihm itber
botanische Themen bekannt, withrend Ibn an-Nadim (S. 68) einige
Abhandlungen {iber zoologische Themen kennt. Obwohl die Moglich-
keit besteht, daB sein K. an-Nawdadir botanische Fragen behandelte,
vermute ich jedoch, da er wie die meisten seiner Zeitgenossen einen
oder mehrere Traktate botanischen Inhaltes verfaBte. '

S. noch B. LEwiN, Vorwort zum K. an-Nabat des Aba Hanifa S. 6.

Zitate im K. an-Naba des Abi Hanifa V, 9, 23, 28, 30, 31, 33, 36, 37,
53, 56, 79, 82, 101, I15, 116, 120, 123, 124, 144, 15T, 153, 154, 158, 171,

375, 176, 194, 203, 206. _
IBN SIDAH zitiert ihn im AbschluB an ,,gdla Ab% Amr”.





