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Abt Du’ad al-Tyadt

Abt@ Dw’ad Jariya (or Juwayriya, or
Haritha) b. al-Hajjaj al-Hudhaqr al-Tyadi
(mid-sixth century C.E.), was especially
famous for his descriptions of horses,
deemed the greatest poet in this field by
Abt ‘Ubayda, and one of the earliest
known poets in the tradition of the Lakh-
mid capital of al-Hira. He is credited with
having been in charge of the horses of
the Lakhmid ruler al-Mundhir b. Mz’ al-
Sama’. A famous proverb, jar™ ka-jar' Abt
Duad™, “A neighbour like the neighbour of
Abti Duw'ad,” used by Qays b. Zuhayr in a
poem, has given rise to stories connecting
Abti Du'ad with various noble protectors.
Little is known of his life: most stories at-
tached to him are obviously legendary and
at least in part generated by an interpreta-
tion of his verses or the famous proverb.

Imru’ al-Qays himself is said to have
been a rawt of Abt Dwad’s poems, and
one may suppose that Du’ad b: Abt
Duwad, who is said to have been a poet
himself, also transmitted the poems of his
father. According to al-Asma‘ (who gives
the name of Abt Dwiad as Hanzala b.
al-Sharqi), the Bedouin (a/-4rab) did not,
however, transmit his poems because his
diction did not conform to Najdr dialect
(see GAS 2:168). This, however; cannot be
documented through the extant fragments,
at least not in the form in which they have
been transmitted.

The duwan of Aba Duwad has not been
preserved, or if it has been, it has not been
found as yet. A Sharh Drwin Abi Du’ad by
Ibn al-Sikiit was presumably a source for
al-Isfahant (4ghani 16:294), and that source
was still used by ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Baghdadr
(d. 1093/1682) (Khizénat al-adab, ed. A. M.
Hartn (Cairo 1979-81?) 1:20, 9:589-90;
Hashiya ‘ala Sharh Banat Su ad, ed. N. Hoca

ABU DULAMA

(Stuttgart 1990), 2/1:481-3). His verses
have been preserved in various sources
(see von Grunebaum, G. E., Aba Du’ad
al-Tyads. Collection of fragments, WM
51 (1948-52), 83-105, 249-82).

BiBrioGraPHY

In addition to sources cited in the article, Ibn
Qutayba, al-Ski'r wa-l-shu‘ard’, ed. M. J- de
Gogje (Leiden 1904), 120-3; al-Isfahant, Kitab
al-dghani (Beirut 1374/1955), 16:293-301;
GAS 2:167-9; EAL 1:29.

J- HAnEEN-ANTTIA

Abt Dulama

Abii Duldma (d. 161/778 or 171-
181/787-797), whose real name was Zand
b. al-Jawn, was a well-known Kufan poet
of the ‘Abbasid era, black, and a client of

- the Banii Asad. The origin of his epithet is

not certain: It may refer to his dark colour,
to Mt. Dulama in Mecca, or perhaps to

—--his-eldest son. His dme and place“of birth

are unknown. According to many sources
he grew up in Kufa, where he lived long
enough to earn the epithet of Kufan.
Eventually he settled in Baghdad.

Abt Dulama attained renown at the be-
ginning of the ‘Abbasid period. He was the
drinking companion of the caliph al-Saffah
(r 132-6/750-4), whom he regaled with his
amusing tales; later he was the confidant of
the caliphs al-Manstr (. 136-58/754~75)
and al-Mahdr (r. 158-69/775-85). He was
aman of great wit and charm, very skilled
at telling stories and anecdotes, quick of
mind, intelligent and imaginative, and able
to extricate himself elegantly from embar-
rassing situations.

It was Abti Dulama’s poetry that opened
the doors of kings and made him welcome
in the company of caliphs. He was a ver-
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Ab0 Dulama

von Rohr-Sauer, A., Des Abii Dulaf Bericht iiber
seine Reise nach Turkestan, China und Indien,
Bonn (1939).

C.E. BOSWORTH

See also: Banu Sasan; travel literature

Abi Dulama (d. ¢.161/777)

The poet Abl Dulima Zand ibn al-Jawn, a
black client of Banti Asad, was born in Kufa
in the late Umayyad period. Little is known
about his early life; he came to prominence in
the early “Abbasid period as the buffoon poet
or court jester of al-Saffah, al-Mansir and al-
Mahdi. All his poetry dates from this time.
Ibn al-Nadim mentions a fifty-‘leaf’ collec-
tion of poems which has not survived. His
extant poetry comprises forty-six pieces which
are mostly fragments of a few lines in length;
the exception is a long gasida describing his
mule that parodies the detailed wasf of
bedouin poetry. Notably irreverent themes in
his poetry are complaints about fasting and
prayer, advice to a sick man to drink forbid-
den wine and a hija@’ of his own wife which
constitutes an eloquent and amusing parody of
the nasib.

Text edition
Diwan, Rushdi “Ali Hasan (ed.), Amman (1985).

Further reading

Bencheikh, J. art., ‘Khamriyya’, EI*, vol. 4.
P.F. KENNEDY

Abu al-Fad al-Mikali (d. 436/1044)

Abi al-Fadl ‘Ubayd Allah ibn Ahmad al-
Mikali, poet and prose stylist, was the most
important literary patron in Samanid and
Ghaznavid Nishapur. A scion of the leading
family of the city, he inherited the post of
ra’is, or official city spokesman, but is best
known for his patronage of Arabic letters. He
was praised by such figures as Badi® al-
Zaman al-Hamadhani and Abu Bakr al-
Khwarazmi, and was the dedicatee of several
important works by his friend al-Tha“alibi.
His own works, including a diwan of poetry
and a diwan of epistles, are largely lost, but
we do possess a general poetic anthology
which he compiled for the use of epistologra-
phers, as well as a collection of his own poetry
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and prose assembled by his protégé Abu Hafs
al-Muttawwi‘l. His fondness for concocting

_verses exhibiting homonymic paronomasia

(tajnis — see rhetorical figures), a fad intro-
duced by Abu al-Fath al-Busti, has resulted
in the attribution of many such poems to both
men.

Text editions

Diwan al-Mikali, J. al-“Atiya (ed.), Beirut (19895).

al-Muntahal (attributed to al-Tha‘alibi, perhaps an
abridgement by the latter, under the title al-
Muntakhab, of al-Mikali’s al-Muntakhal), Cairo
(1901).

‘Umar ibn ‘Ali al-Muttawwi‘i, Darj al-ghurar wa-
durj al-durar fi mahasin nazm al-amir [al-
Mikali] wa-nathrihi, J. al-"Afiya (ed.), Beirut
(1986).

Further reading
Elr,s. v. Al-i Mikal.
E.K. ROWSON

Abu al-Faraj al-lsbahani
(284 -¢.363/897—¢.972)

Abt  al-Faraj “Ali ibn al-Husayn ibn
Muhammad al-Isbahani, ‘Abbasid man of
letters, historian, musicologist and poet. A
descendant of the Umayyads, Abu al-Faraj
grew up in Baghdad. His paternal uncle, from
whom he learned much about the history of
court-life, was a prominent civil servant in
Samarra. After studying in Kufa and Baghdad
with teachers such as the historian and
theologian al-Tabari, the grammarian and
hadith scholar Ibn al-Anbari and the philol-
ogist and lexicographer Ibn Durayd, Aba al-
Faraj had an unremarkable career as a higher
civil servant. He belonged to the literary circle
of al-Hasan ibn Muhammad al-Muhallabi,
chief minister and vizier of the Bayid Mu‘izz
al-Dawla and a generous patron, who shared
his love of music. There is no reliable evidence
for Aba al-Faraj’s contacts with the
Hamdanid ruler Sayf al-Dawla. After al-
Mubhallabi’s death, Abi al-Faraj disappeared
from public life; he seems to to have suffered
a stroke. The sources disagree about the date
of his death.

A Zaydi (moderate) Shi'f by conviction,
Abir al-Faraj was mainly interested in poetry,
music, political and social history, genealogy
and philology. He impressed contemporaries
with his phenomenal memory, wide reading
and knowledge extending to unusual domains,
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