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FA’> — FADAK

725

F

X FA’, zoth letter of the Arabic alphabet, transcribed
#; numerical value 80, as in the Syriac (and Canaanite)
alphabet [see ABDJAD].

Definition: fricative, labio-dental, unvoiced; ac-
cording to the Arabic grammatical tradition:
rikhwa, shafowiyya (or shefahiyya), mahmisa; { 1s a
continuation of a $ in ancient Semitic and common
Semitic. For the phonological oppositions of the
pboneme f, see J. Cantineau, Esquisse, in BSL
(no. 126), 94, 1°; for the incompatibilities, sbid., 134.

Modifications: some examples exist of the
passage of f to th, as in the doublet: nukd/ and
‘mukdth “‘tumour on a camel's jaw” (a less frequent
passage than the reverse: th >f); see al-Kalj,
Amali?, ii, 34-5, Ibn Djinnl’s critique, Sirr sind‘a,
i, 250-1. This passage probably explains the existence
of thumwm ‘“‘mouth’ (nomad) > fsmm (sedentary), in
modern Syro-Lebanese dialects, side by side with
fums (the expected form) in central Syria (see
A. Barthélemy, Dict. Ar.-Fr., 93 and 622).

(H. FLEISCH)
~ FABLE [see HIKAYA, KISSA, MATHAL].

w— FADA’IL {see rApiLA]

X FADAK, an ancient small town in the northern
Hidjaz, near Khaybar and, according to Yaikit,
two or three days' jourmey from Medina. This
place-name having disappeared, Hafiz Wahba in
his Djasirat al-Arab (Cairo 1956, 1s5) identified
the ancient Fadak with the modern village of
al-Huwayyit (pron. Howéyat), situated on the edge
of the karra of Khaybar. Inhabited, like Khaybar,
by a colony of Jewish agriculturists, Fadak produced
dates and cereals; handicrafts also flourished, with
the weaving of blankets with palm-leaf borders.

Fadak owes its fame in the history of Islam to the
fact that it was the object of an agreement and a
particular decision by the Prophet, and that it gave
rise to a disagreement between Fitima [g.7.] and the
caliph Abi Bakr, the consequences of which were
to last more than two centuries. When, in 5/627,
Muhammad took his well-known measures against the
Bani Kurayza [¢.v.], the Jews of Khaybar and the
neighbourhood became alarmed and secretly at-
tempted to form a league in the expectation of an
attack; a gayy of the Banil Sa%d living in the vicinity
then offered them help, but Muhammad sent about
a2 hundred men commanded by ‘All against this
kayy in Sha‘bin 6/December 627-January 628; the
expedition was reduced to a raid. In the following
yvear, Muhammad marched against Khaybar, and the
Jews of Fadak, frightened by the news of his
victories, agreed to hold discussions with a view to
concluding an agreement with the Prophet's envoy,
Mubayyisa b. Mas®Gd al-Ansiri, even going so far
as to propose giving up all their possessions provided
that Mubammad allowed them to depart. An initial
agreement was followed by a second pact granted by
Muhammad, sometimes overlooked by the sources
(e.g. the K. al-Kharddj): they were to remain in
Fadak while giving up balf their lands and half
the produce of the oasis; on this point al-Baladhuri

(Futah, 29) is explicit: ‘ald nisf al-ard bi-turbefithd
. aoy indemnity, those from Fadak were granted one,

(the emendation svggested in the Glossary, 5-

thamaratihd, should be rejected). On the subject of
the agreement with the Jews of Khaybar, the same
author (Fwtuh, z3) uses a quite different expression:
“Gmalahum [Mubammad) ‘ald 'l-shalr min al-thamar
wa 'l-kabd’, that is to say that he concluded an
agreement with them for share-cropping, and sub-
sequently confirms this condition in other khabars
(bed., 24, 25, 27; <. 29; on the difference between
the two agreements see also al-Bukhari, ed. Krehl,
iii, 74; Ibn Hanbal, Musnad, Cairo 1959, i, 58; al-
Tabari, i, 1825; Ibn Abi '1-Hadid, Skark, Cairo 1959,
vi, 46; al-Halabl, al-Sira al-kalabiyya, Alexandria
1280, iii, 172). Unlike the decision reached for
Khaybar, where the produce, assigned to the Muslims,
was shared annually, Fadak was allocated to Mu-
bammad (khdlise laku), who devoted the revenues
from it to needy travellers (ebnd® al-sabil) and also
for the maintenance of the least rich (saghir) of the
Band Hashim; the reason invoked to justify this
measure was that Fadak had been acquired by treaty
(sel3®®). Two other expeditions of limited impor-
tance, in Sha‘bin 7/end of 628-beginning of 629, took
place against the tribe of the Bani Murra who in
summer lived near Fadak.

It was after the Prophet’s death that the disagree-
ment between Fatima and Abil Bakr started. Fatima
maintained that Fadak, like Muhammad’s share of
the produce from Khaybar, should come to her as
her father’s heiress; Abli Bakr, on the other hand,
maintained that their attribution should remain
exactly as Mubammad had settled it, since it was a
question of sadakas (that is to say public property
used for benevolent purposes, like the szakd?). The
Prophet, he said, had stated that he would bave no
heirs (ld murathu); what he left would be sadaka
(md taraknd, sadakat®®). ‘All supported his wife, and
this question of inheritance aggravated his opposition
to AbQl Bakr. The caliph used a fatherly tone in his
coanversation with Fitima, but remained firm; he
invited her to produce witnesses to testify to the
donation which she claimed to have been made by
ber father; but, as she could only produce her husband
and a woman named Umm Ayman, he considered
their evidence inadequate [see SHAHADA], nevertheless
admitting that an appropriate income must be
guaranteed for the Prophet's family. The rejection
of Fiatima's claim appeared to be an injustice in the
eyes of the Shi‘a (see al-Sira al-halabsyya, iii, 607-9
for their grounds for this belief and for a criticism of
their arguments). After the failure of her claim,
Fitima was unwilling to meet Abl Bakr again, and
it was only after her death, some months after that
of the Prophet, that “All consented to recognise the
election of Abl Bakr and renounced the claims to
Fadak.

In the time of “Umar, the Jews living in the
porthern Hidjaz suffered a very severe blow: the
caliph decided to expel them, since by this time
the great number of slaves at the disposal of the
Muslims allowed them to exploit all the fertile land
in Arabia. While the Jews of Khaybar bad to leave
the oasis and emigrate to Svria without recciving
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