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 Habiballah Khan

Ch(“i‘s-l—'{/\@ Uéi le,/ Maﬁ\m:

Habiballah  (Habibullih) Khan
(1872-1919) was son of the amir ‘Abd

al-Rahman (r. 1880-1901) and a slave

girl from the court of Jahandar Shah,
the mir (amf;) of Badakhshan (r. 1864-9).
He succeeded ‘Abd al-Rahman and ruled
Afghanistan from 3 October 1901 to
20 February 1919, when he was assas-
sinated at Kalla-gish, in. Laghman.
Habiballah Khan inherited a functioning
. administrative and military system. His
first official communications indicated the
young amir’s intention to continue the iso-
lationist policies' of his father: in order to
shield his country from foreign interven-
tion, he rejected the introduction of such
modern means of communication and
transportation as telegraph and railway.
The treaty signed with the British Raj
officer Sir Louis Dane (1856-1946) on
21 March 1905 confirmed the agreement
‘Abd al-Rahman Khan had concluded
with the Foreign Secretary of the gov-
ernment of India Sir Mortimer Durand
(1850—1924) in 1893. The Britsh govern-
ment retained control of Afghanistan’s for-
eign relations, undertook to pay an annual

subsidy of £160,000, and accepted the
presence of a political agent at the court
of the viceroy of India. Habiballah Khan,
for his part, permitted the stationing of an
Indian Muslim political agent in Kabul.
The amir’s official visit to British-India in

January-March 1907 was followed by the-

Anglo-Russian convention of 31 -August
1907, which placed Afghanistan firmly
within the British sphere of influence. Yet,
Habiballsh Khan accepted the Turco-
German Hentig-Niedermayer mission,
'sent by the Central Powers to Kabul in
1915-6 with a view to drawing Afghani-
stan into the unfolding First World War.
He also accepted the foundation of a
“Provisional Government of India” under
the nationalist Mahendra Pratap (1886~
1979) in Kabul. While all major inter-
national boundaries had been defined in
the last third of the nineteenth century,
negotiations continued during Habiballah
Khan’s reign. After a severe drought
in1902, the task of developing a durable
formula for distributing the waters of
the Hilmand River between Afghanistan
and Iran fell to the Indian Army officer
Colonel Arthur Henry McMahon (1862~
1949). The Brigsh boundary commission
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“Young Afghans” became reconciled with conservative
circles, with whom thev shured nationalist and anti-
British sentiments. This alliance of convenience could
not stand the 1est of the succession crisis that followed
Habibellih's assassination. At Jaldlabad, the winier
capital where the court was residing, Wagralldh,
vounger brother of Hahibullah and leader of the
conservative and clerical fuction, declared himse!! amir,
“Simullaneously Amanallah, one of Habiballah's sons

and Tuarz's son-indaw, himself close to the “young
Afghan” school, aiso declared himseli amir at Kabul,

where he had been governor during his father’s absence.
He abtained the army’s support and eliminated his rival
by publicly accusing him of being invelved in the plot
againsi Habballah, The Moséhiebin seern to have first
supported Nasralifh; this cost them a short imprison-
ment before they rallied to Aménalldh,

Amiénalih (1%19-2%). The new amir set out Lo put the
“Young Afghan" program into practice. One of his
first yestores was to demand full sovercignty in all
matters conceriing forzign aflairs. Confronied with
Rritish hestiations. he called for a jehid which cam> to
be known as the third Anglo-Afghan war and resulted
in the strengthening of pational unity. Whils the Afglar
forces, aided by Wazins and Mas“dds from India,
attacked the Tha! garrison, the Indian army advaneed
on Jalztabad and even launched an aerial raid on
#¥abul The hostilities lasted a month; the prospect of
2 new war on the neels of the 1918 armistiee did not
appzal to the British, and they feared Pajtin tribal
wprisings along their borders. Hence they wers led to
sign an armistice and later the Treaty of Rawalpindi
{11 Dui-ga ‘da 1337/8 August 1919). whjc hendsc their
forty year protectorate in Afghanisian. With Tard ds
the minister of foreign affairs, the country began o
open up to the world and experiznce profound and
brutal changss, evidenced partcularly i the mass
arrival of foreign diplomats and experts. the opemig
of French znd German schools in Kabul, the sending
of Afghan missions to Europe and the Sovint Usion,
and the signing of several bilateral treaties veith Turkey,
Persia, the United Kingdem. and the Soviet Union. In
June, 1926, Amépailih symbolically compieted this
process by abandoning the less important title of amir
for the more prestigious one of shah.

The second part of the “Young Afghan™ program,
medernization through a profound transformetion of

i

society and the cconomy, fully occupied the regime fov
a large part of Amanallih’s reign. The lirst Afghan
conatitation, appraved in 1303 §./1924 by the 1,052
merabers of the ya femge {2 grand assembly of the
country’s leaders), defined the geueral legal frame for
an unprecedented n:vo‘*iiio;x in admipistrative, judi-
clary, military, and fiscsl afairs. With the asd of Freneh
angd Turkish experts, more thun sevenly ordinances
(nezdm~1lima) were pubhuh;d over a peried of nine
years. Symntomatic of the changes. the solur hefe
caiender officially repiaced the Junar calender in 13€1
% 11622, For the firsttime in Atghan history encourage-
meni was offered to all private initiatives s economic
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apisuLLAn) KHAN (1872-

1919)7 son of theﬁa:mzr Abd al-Rahmin [g.v.] and of

the concubine Guiriz, who came from the Wakhan;
ruler of Afghinistin in succession to his father,
from 1 October 1901 to 20 February 1919, when be
was assassinated at Kalla-gish in the valley of
Alingar not far from the residence of Kal®at al-
Siradj (Laghmin)., In foreign affairs he adopted a
pro-British policy, reinforced by frequent visits to
India, by requests for British arbitration on the
gmestion of the frontier with Iran (MacMahon
Mission, 1902-3, whose findings were accepted by
both countries so far as the delimitation of the
frontier was concerned, though the related guestion
of the division of the waters of the Hilmand was to
drag on at greater length), and by the signing, on
2I March 1905, of an agreement with Sir Louis Dane
which confirmed the fAbd al-Rahman-Durand
agreement of 18¢3. Great Britain pledged itself to
guarantee Afghan independence so long as the
amir’s actions, in his relations’ with other powers,
conformed with the advice given by the British
government; to pay an anuual subsidy of £ 160,000
sterling; to place no limitations on Afghinistin’s
importing of war materials; and accepted the
presence, for an unlimited penod of a political agent
at the court of the Viceroy of India and of Afghan
commercial agents in India and in Great Britain

" itself. The amir pledged himself to friendship with

Great Britain, and always to consult Britain in any
consultations with a third power; accepted the
presence at Kabul, for a period of three to five
years, of an Anglo-Indian political agent chosen by
the amir from among Muslims proposed by the
Indian Foreign Office; he did not, however, accept the
British request to construct fortifications on the

-- Hilmand. This was the situation which was to form

the subject of the Anglo-Russian convention of 31
August 1907 (not, however, formally accepted by the
amir), which left Afghinistin under the British
sphere of influence, recognizing Russia’s interests as
equal with those of Great Britain only in the ficld of
commerce, In this field and in that of the local
matters concerning frontiers there was also to be

~ possible some direct contact between Russia and

Afghanistin, but all political relations were to be
left to the British Agent. During the First World
War, however, Afghinistan’s proclamation of
neutrahty\ (farman of 24 August 1914) made it
possible to accept a Turco-German mission ard
also the presence in Kabul of a “provisional In-
dian revolutionary government”. In internal pol-
icy, the amir, who was rather less epergetic than
his father, embarked on a programme “of pacifi-
cation based on acts of generosity such as recalling
exiles and the remission of tribute, but always
within the framework of a process of irreversible
state centralization, even though it was being
carried on under the aegis of the mullis and of the
military, and under the menace of the palace
intrigues conducted by the Sarddr Muhammad
“Umar (b. 1889}, the son of ‘Abd al-Rahmain, and
his mother Bibi Halima, but above all by Nasr Allah
{b. 1874), the amir’s brother, commander-in-chief of
the army and a claimant to the throme. The
slackening of discipline in the army (whose strength
in peace time was 150,000 men) was offset by new
military supplies and by general material improve-

- -ments, The amir- took measures against the serious

economic situation of the country by means of a
fiscal policy which permitted the increase of trade
with India (and also with Russia, but without going
so far as the establishment of the regular relations
desired by the governor of Turkestan, Ivanov), and
with Treasury loans to merchants. He carriéd out
some public works, but it was in the field of education
that most progress was made, With a military school
supplementing it, there began to function from 1903
the high school called Habibiyya, based on the type of
the Anglo-Indian colleges and intended to train an
administrative cadre: in its 12 classes, with local and
Indian teachers, there were taught, together with
literature and the religious sciences, geography,
chemistry, physics, history, mathematics; while
among the languages, together with. Persian, were
English, Hindustani and, more sporadically, Pashtu.
A suitable Ddr al-ta’lif attached to the school
attended to the preparation of textbooks, most of
which were lithographed in India. In Kibul a
lithographical and printing works (the “Inayat press)
was set up. For eight consecutive years from 1911,
there appeared the 16-page fortnightly scientific,
literary and political periodical Sirdd{ al-akhbdr-i
afghdniyya, with engraved illustrations and edited
by the *‘father of modern prose”, Mahmid b. Ghulam
Muhammad Tarzi (b. Kabul, 1285/1868-g, d. Istanbul
1353/1934-5). Thus schools and periodicals were the
first two really modern manifestations of Afghan
cultural life. The assassination of the amir, however,
brought to an abrupt end this interim period of appa-
rent tranquillity and of imposed friendship with
Great Britain, and opened the way to new and
more definite national ¢laims by the country.
Bibliography: A. Hamilton, Afghanistan,
Boston-Tokvo n.d. (Oriental Series, Millet Com-
pany); Dogovor zaklyulenniy wmeidu Britanskim
pravitel’stvom i émirom Afganskim ot 2I marta 1905
goda s oinosyashéimisya k nemu prilofeniyami, in
Sbornik malerialov po Azis, lxxx (1907),. 62-74;
A. Le Chatelier, L'émir d'Afghanistan aux Indes,
in RMM, ii (r907), 35-49; F. Raskol’nikov,
Rossiya 4 Afganistan, in Novly Vostok, iv (1923),
6-8. (G. Scarcia)
%{ABIL wa KABIL, names of the two sons of
Adam [g.v.] ip Muslim tradition: Hebel and Kayin
in the Hebrew Bible (for the distortion and assimila-
tion through assonance of the two words, compare the
pairs of words Djalat - Talat, Hardt - Mardt,
Yadjodi - Madiadj; Kayin is, however, attested spo-
radically). Although the Kur’an does not give these
names, it tells however (CV, 27-32/30-5, Medinan
period) the story of the two sons of Adam, one of
whom killed the other because his own sacrifice was
refused when his brother’s was accepted. Unlike the
Bible, the Kur’an also tells how the murderer
jearned from the example of a crow how to dispose
of his victim’s body. From this episode the Kur’an
argues for the prohibition of murder, underlined by
a consideration inspired, no doubt indirectly, from
the Mishna, Sanhedrin, iv, §5: to take the life of an
innocent being is as serious a crime as to cause the
death of the whole of humanity; to save the life of
a single person is as meritorious as to do so for all
men, If an exegetical tradition is to be believed,
Kur?in, XXXIII, 72, is also referring to the first
murderer: Kabil, having offered the trust (amdna)
to Adam, broke his word and killed the brother en-
trusted to his care, but this interpretation, foreign
to the context, does not rest on any serious basis.
Several later authors certainly know the biblical
story: Ibn -Kutayba, Ma‘irif, ed. S. ‘Ukiagha, 171,
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CHAPTER 19

Habibullah

MARKING TIME, 1901-19

PALACE, rather than tribal, intrigue beset Habibullah. Although he
was the, oldest son of Abdur Rahman Khan, Habibullah (born 1872)
was the child of a Wakhi slave girl, Guriz, also the mother of Nasrullah
paternal granddaughter of Dost Mohammad Khan, intrigued to have
her son, Mohammad Omar Jan (born 1889), placed on the throne.
The activities of Bibi Halima forced Habibullah to place her son under
constant surveillance. Habibullah himself had four wives, about thirty-
five concubines, and approximately fifty offspring. Nasrullah Khan failed
to obtain the support of many tribal lcaders for the new Amir, but the
army, founded by Abdur Rahman Khan, remained the base of power
for Habibullah (Poullada, 1969, 106).

The religious leaders had been surpressed by Abdur Rahman Khan.
He took over most wagf (religious endowments) and put the various
brotherhoods on the government payroll (L. Dupree, 1966, 270).
Abdur Rahman brooked no opposition from the religious leaders. Under
Habibullah, however, the religious leaders (backed by Nasrullah) re-
gained much political power and influenced many of Habibullah’s deci-
sions. A parallel risc in modernist thinking, however, led by Mahmud
Beg Tarzi, greatly affected Afghanistan in the second decade of the
twenticth century.

British and Russian power-plays dominated Habibullah’s foreign
affairs, along with the disputed drawing of the Persian—Afghan boundary
in 1905. As had his predecessors, Habibullah notified the British
Viceroy, Lord Curzon (who had succeeded Lord Elgin in January
1889), of his accession to the throne, but Curzon, a great Forward Pol-
icy advocate, wanted to extract concessions from Habibullah before
recognizing him as Amir. The carly 1900s saw the British once again
in close competition with Tsarist Russia in Asia. Worldwide imperialist
fever swept the West. Bismarck performed a miracle of fusion by uniting
the disparate German principalitics, and, a latecomer to imperialism,
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Germany frantically sought colonies in Alro-Asia in order 1o pain inters
national imperialist respectabifity. The Americans, not to be outdone,
acquired territories in the Cuaribbean and the Pacific from Spain. The
Ottoman Empire, long the “Sick Man of Europe.” continucd its head-
long dash toward total collapse.

The British pushed outposts into tribal territories from Chitral to
Baluchistan, recruited and trained local levies, paid -high subsidices to
some tribes, fought others, and built rail lines to Dargai, Thal (terminus
of Afghan lumber trade), and Jamrud (entrance of the Khyber, where
the old fort today squats like a battleship pointing toward the rough
seas beyond).

In 1901, the British separated the Cis-Indus region of the Pushtun
from the body politic of the Punjab to form a new province: the
North-West Frontier Province (Dichter, 1967). Tribal raids increased
rather than diminished as the British moved forward. In 1907, 36 raids
were recorded in the Scttled Districts of the North-West Frontier, 99
in 1908, 159 in 1909 (Davies, [932).

Lord Curzon informed Habibullah that the British treaty with Abdur
Rahman had been a personal document and, therefore, a new one must
be considered. The Curzon note constituted a grave insult to Habibullah
and Afghanistan, for the British always insisted that successive regimes
in Kabul inherit treaty obligations. In attempts to coerce Habibullah,
the British prevented arms supplies ordered by the Amir from passing
in transit through British India. Curzon invited Habibullah to come to
India tor consultations. Habibullah, well within his rights, refused and
insisted a country-to-country treaty does not need revision unless both
parties desire changes. Lord Curzon. undeterred, asked Habibullah
again in June 1904, and again received a negative reply. Curzon, one
of the great White Man’s burdens, pushed for war, and spread the rumor
that Habibuliah was considering an Afghan—Russian alliance. Luckily,
calmer and more senior heads prevailed in London, and Curzon relaxed.

To the north, the Russians pushed their railheads to within easy strik-
ing-distance of Afghanistan. Thwarted in Tibet by the British, and by
the Japanese in the Far East (Russo-Japanese War of 1904-05). the
Russians might have won favor with the Afghans if Curzon had been
permitted to continue his shortsighted policies.

While Curzon ranted in London, having been recalled for consulta-
tion, Habibullah made a shrewd move. Since the British wanted to talk
over a new, personal treaty with him, he saw no reason to honor the
existing treaty. He decided to try to open diplomatic intercourse with

431
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.assian Cormnmissioner, the negotiations would have to be postponed
unul the spring.

Russia rook advaniage of this delay w march up the Murghab
dver o the vicinity of the oasis of Panjdeh, and in the spring of 1885,
v attacking the Afghan garrison, created the famous Panydeh erisis,
which nearly precipitated an Anglo-Russian conflict. The speech of
Mr, Gladstone, who demanded 2 war vote of £ 11,000,000—an enor-
mous sum at that period—is not yet forgotien. Fortunately, however,
negotations were not broken off, and a Boundary Commission finally
settled this very difficult question.

Before quitting this subject it is desirable to point out that these
negotiations coincided with the failure of the British expedition to re-
lieve General Gordon at Khartum, while Bismarck, who had con-
chuded a secret treaty with Russia outside the Triple Alliance, approved
of a system of persistent annoyance against Great Britain.

g,

o

The Anglo-Ruseian Negotiations

The Asglo-Russian Cenvention of 1g07 may be described as a most
important landmark in the relations between Great Britain and Russia,
It dealt with Afghanistan, with Persia, and with Tibet. Here [ only
deal with it as aflecting Anglo-Afghan reladons. In 1900 Russian
officials atternpted to open up direct communication with the Amir
Habibulla Khan. Lord Lansdowne objected, but Count Lamsdorfi
zought to justify such action, which in 1903 caused serious friction
berween the two Powers.

In 1902 Great Britsin, renouncing definitely her policy of isoladen,
negotiated a treaty with Japan, by the terms of which, in the event of
either party becoming involved in war with a third Power, the cther
Power was to remain neutral unless any other Power or Powers should
join in hostilides against that ally, when the centracting party should
come 1o ity assistance.  Three years later a further treaty of alliance was
concluded, svhich bound the contracting parties to come to each other’s
assstance in case of unproveked attack on the part of any other Power;
thes treaty was renewed in 1917

In 3g55 the present Lord Hardinge of Penshurst, as British Am-
bassador, discussed the treaty mentioned with Count Lamsdorff, The
Aussian Fereign Minister declared that it had created a most unfavour-
pressiun, wherenpon Hardinge pointed out that Russia at great
constructed a series of strategical railways to the fronders of
istan and, indeed, to the gates of Heras, although she had
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From a phote by Fry of Lucknown
Amir Abdurrahiman

Amir el Kebir

ACCESSION OF HABIBULLAH KHAN 249

of modern innovations.” Then a pleasant little piece of

satire: “ In following the advice of any Foreign Power
or courtiers of our own Durbar, they must keep before
their minds the shrewd counsel given by S'adi, ‘ Tha}t shrewd
young boy will save the purse of sovereigns In his pocket
who looks upon every passer-by as a plckpocke¥ and_a
robber!’” And those who have studied Persian will
observe with pleasure that the Amir el Kebir adjures. his
son to read carefully the Anwar-i-Suhaili, a glorified
Esop’s Fables, full of the wisdom of the Eastern world
told in animal guise.

His advice on trade is replete with the wisdom of the
moderns. “Ihave opened several canals, and several others
are being cut. The trade in Astrakan skins, wool, horses,
and sheep has considerably increased, and I have lent money
out of the Treasury to Afghan merchants to encourage
trade without charging interest on such loans. Instead. of
charging interest 1 charge import and export duties, w}ncfh
bring in more than the interest would, and leave a margin
for the merchants themselves.”

THE ACCESSION OF HABIBULLAH KHAN

When Habibullah succeeded to his father’s throne there
were many in India who feared that he was not a strong
- enough character to sit where Abdurrahman had sat. But

partly, no doubt, because of the preparation his father had
made for him to succeed (so different from these Eastern

potentates who have treated their heir with contumely), and V

“partly, no doubt, because he had the necessary chal.'acter,
his reign was a great success. Slowly and steadily .he
followed the policy of his father, improving roads, improving
trade, continuing canals. Afghanistan has never been a
rich country. Vast areas can never be anything more than
barren rock, and the available revenues needed careful
expenditure. There was little to spend on anything but
gradual development. The mullahs seemed to be content
enough. Lord Curzon’s coming to India as Viceroy had
practically coincided with his accession. The former had
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once visited Abdurrahman at Kabul, and with his great
knowledge of Asian matters should have been well qualified
to handle those Afghan questions which were constantly
bound to arise. There were a good many points to be
adjusted between the two Governments—customs, border
disputes, trade conventions, and the like-—and Lord Curzon
was anxious that the Amir should visit India. This His
Highness for some reason or other was not keen to do.
Lord Ronaldshay has discussed the Afghan question very
fully so far as it then entered into Lord Curzon’s career: but
it 1s not difficult to see that the Foreign Department in
India knew well that his lordship did not see, and could not
see, the questions that arose between us from the Amir’s
legitimate point of view. At this time apprehension of
Russia’s intentions had been much revived. Lord
Kitchener had been charged with bringing the whole
organisation of the army up to date, and preparing its
administrative organisation for a Central Asian campaign
in support of Afghan integrity. But Habibullah would not
come down, and probably was not sure if he was secure
enough to come, or could face those who would call him
kafir for his pains. So Inayatullah, his son, came in
his stead, and in lieu of a visit of His Highness himself,

Sir Louis Dane, the Foreign Secretary, was sent with a -

small mission to discuss matters in dispute. This mission
spent six months in Kabul in 1904, six somewhat difficult
months, in which the Governor-General insisted on taking
up a vexatious and meticulous attitude with many of the
questions that the mission was to settle.

Nevertheless the Amir was entirely friendly, and while

wanting certain things that we could not agree to, was

perfectly reasonable in most points.
The officers of the mission made many friends, and, as

Abdurrahman has always said, “The more Afghans and

British meet the better they get on,” and quite repudiated
the idea that the less they saw of us the more they liked
‘us. It was not till 1906 that Habibullah paid his visit to
India, when Lord Minto was Viceroy. This visit was a
pleasing one, and he himself won golden opinions, and was
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A seated courtier with his pet falcon.
courtesy of The Pierpont Morgan Library.
New York. MS M. 386.1. 1.

another one in the scene with Shaikh San‘an. a beardless
youth whose head appears on the horizon. are frequently
encountered in a group of twenty-six miniatures in a
copy of the Sah-ndma made tor Hosayvn Khan Samlu in
Herat in 1600 (Rezd "Abbasi Museum. Tehran: Schimitz,
1981, pp. 163-66. pls. 43, 47-50. 52-33. 34-35_57. 59-
66. 71-72, 74, 77, 82-83). The calligrapher of this Sah-
ndma. Mohammad-Mo'men b. Mohammad-Qasem with
the pen nume (fakalles» Asahi Kermini, had also copied
3 Nozhat-ndma-ye ‘ald’i of Sahmardin b. Abi’l-Kayr for
Hosayn Khan Simlu fourteen months earlier in Qom
(Chester Beartty Librarv, Dublin. Persian Ms. 233), Two
miniatures in this manuscript are attributable to Habib-
Alldh, as the comparison of landscapes and animal de-
piction in the two munuscripts demonstrate (Schmitz,
1981 p. 161, pls. 42-43). Five album leaves with paint-
ings and drawings in the stvle of Habib-Alldh are in one
of the Read Albums in the Pierpont Morgan Library,
New York (Schmitz, 1997, M.386.1. 4 10, 11, and 12),
The finest of these show a seated courtier with his pet
falcon (fig. M.386.1). A related Reed Album folio has an
inseription saying that it was made in the library (kerdb-
Adnay of Hosayn Khaa Samlu, the governor of Herat.
which indicates that the album was assembled for Habib-

Allah’"s patron (M.386.3: Schmitz, 1997, p. 124, fig, 177).
Lastly. there are other dispersed album leaves that may
also be the work of Habib-Alldh, such as the one show-
ing a youth wearing a striped robe and the special ge-
zelhds turban of Khorasan and holding a small cup to his
lips'(Sotheby's, London, 3 May 2001, lot 57).

Some paintings by Habib-Alldh, including the album
folios in the Staatlich Museen zu Berlin, the seated lady
in orange dress in the Topkapi Saray Library, and the
paintings in the Morgan Library, feature extensive and
complicated tooling on gold and silver clothing and ac-
couterments. The seated courtier with his pet falcon in the
Morgan Library (fig. M.386.1), for example, has pricking
on the gold lapels of the coat — parallel rows. apparently
applied with a minute wheel on the left and frechand on
the right; when struck by light their sheens are subtly dif-
ferent. Pricking is also used on the gold and silver gloves,
the skullcap. and the knives. This technique is not used by
contemporary artists in Isfahan or by other artists in
Herat, and it suggests that Habib-Alldh was trained as a
gilder and had worked in several mediums.

Bibliography: Molla Jalal al-Din Monajjem. Tdrik-¢

‘abbdsi ¥d ruz-nama-ve Molld Jaldl. ed. Savf-Allah

Wahidnia. Tehran. 1366 §./1987. Qisi Ahmad, Go-

lesian-¢ honar. . Viadimir Minorsky as Caligraphers

and Painters, Washington, D.C., 1939, Basil W. Rob-
insan, Persian Drawings from the I4th through the
19tk Century, Boston and Toronto, 1965. Barbara

Schmitz. “Miniature Painting in Hardr. 1570-1640."

Ph.D. diss., New York University, 1981. Barbara

Schmitz et al., Islamic and Indian Manuscripts and

Puaintings in The Pierpont Morgan Library. New York,

1997. Abolala Soudavar, Arr of the Persian Courts: Se-

lections from the Art and History Trust Collection,

New York, 1992, Marie Lukens Swietochowski. “The

Historical Background and Hlustrative Character of the

Metropolitan Museum’s Mantiq al-Tayr of 1483, in

Richard Ettinghausen. ed., Islumic Art in the Merropol-

itan Museum of Art, New York, 1972, pp. 49-71. Idem,

“Habib Allah,” in Robert Hillenbrand, ed.. Persian

Painting from the Mongols to the Qajars: Studies in

Honour of Basil W. Robinson, London and New York,

2000, pp. 283-99.

(BARBARA SCHMITZ!

HABIBIYA SCHOOL. an elite high school for boys
established in 1321/1903 in Kabul and named after its
founder. Amir Habib-Alldh (q.v.; r. 1901-19). Originally
established as a madrasa (q.v. EDUCATION), after World
War II it became known as “the Habibiva Lycée” (Lisa-
ye Habibivay. Tts curriculum was medeled on that of
Aligarh College (Dupree, p. 447), and thus it followed
the Anglo-Indian system. Sardir Nasr-Allih Khan. the
amir’s brother, served for ten years as its director and
was succeeded by the amir's eldest son Sardar “Endyat-
Allih. A budget of 100.000 Kubuli rupees provided for
the salaries of five teachers and the needs of the pupils,
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Muoliere™s Le Misanthrope,” [JMES 30, 1998, pp. 251-
70. Tiirk Ansiklopedisi, XV, p. 262, Tirkiye'de
basilnug farsca eserler, ¢eviriler ve Iran'la ilgili
yasinlar bibliografvasi, Ankara, 1971, pp. 23, 26.
Golim-Hosavn Yusofi, “Sargodast-e Hajji Biba va
Mirzd Habib Esfahani,” Yad-ddstha, Tehran. 1370 S/
1991,

(TAHSIN YAZICL)

HABIB AL-ESLAM. Persian-language weekly news-
paper published in Kabul. It replaced Amdn-e afgan.
following the advent of (Habib-Allah) Baééa-ve Saqqa
fg.n.r. A total of thirty-one issues of Habib-al-esiim
appeared between 9 Hut 1307 5./ 28 February 1929 and
10 Mizin 1308 S./ | December 1929. The editors were
Golim Mohey-al-Din, Sayyed Mohammad Hosayn (be-
ginning no. 6) and Borhin-al-Din Kogkaki (no. 21 on-
ward)l. A major periodical of the period, it included
government declarations, official agreements with tribal
leaders. and political and religious issues in general.

The format was four-column pages. 32 x 42 cm, litho-
graphed in Habkib-al-eslim publishing house, which la-
ter .t Tawr 1308) was renamed Sarkdri. The newspaper
carred neither illustrations nor advertisements. It was
pricad initinlly at 10 pu/s. later (starting no. 221 4t 6 pay-
sas. The annual subscription rates were 5 afganis within
Afghanistan and 15 shillings abroad. An incomplete col-
lection is kept in the Indian Office Library and Record in
Lerdon.

Bibliography: M.-K. Ahang. Savr-e Zurmilizm dar
g Zinestan. Kabul, 1349 §./1970, pp. 221-26. M.-S.
Juyd, “Matbu'dt o naSriyat-e ma.” Majalla-ve Kabol
23 "Agrab 1311 S./November 1932, p. 472. 5. Koskaki.
“Dovvomin negaranda-ye A ina-ye ‘erfin.” ‘Erfan 50/
1-2. 1351 $./1972, pp. 42-43. ‘A.-A. Saber and ‘A. Mar-
demi, Rahnamd-ye majallat, jardyed va ruznamaha-
ye ufgdnestan 1252-1363, Kabul, 1356 §./1977, p. 70.
Ursula Sims-Williams. Union Catalogue of Persian
Serials and Newspapers in British Libraries. London.
1935, no. 184,

(INASSER-AL-DIN PARVIN)

HABIBABADI,
HARIBABADI.

MO'ALLEM, See MO'ALLEM

HABIB-ALLAH, amir. monarch who initiated mod-
ernization in Afghanistan (b. 1872, d. 1919). For a histo-
rical account of his reign (1901-19), see AFGHANISTAN x.

When Amir Habib-Allih ascended the throne, taking
the title Serdj al-mellat wa I-din (“Lantern of the Na-
tion and Religion™) he inherited a country at peace. He
granted an amnesty to the sqrddrs (notables) expelled by
his father. Amir ‘Abd-al-Rahmin (r. 1880-1901), and
invited them to return to Afghanistan. They consisted of
two major groups: the exiles in India, who were im-
pressed by the military power of Britain, and those in
the Ottoman empire, who were influenced by the nine-

teenth-century Tanzimat reforms. A member of the In-
dian group. Mohammad Nader Khan (later Nader Shah,
r. 1929-1933), after giving his sister Mahbuba, “the Hin-
dustani Queen” (Maleka-ve hendustani) in marriage to
Habib-Allah. became one of the his most successful gen-
erals (sepahsdldri. At the same time, Mahmud Tarzi,
who had met Jamal-al-Din Afgani (q.v.; Dupree, p. 438),
represented the Young Turk element. Tarzi was a major
proponent of the amir’s modemnization efforts (Dupree,
pp. 437-40).

The amir realized that modernization in the army and
administration required educational reforms and the es-
tablishment and expansion of an industrial base. He
showed his priorities by appointing his brother, Nasr-
Allah, as minister of education. and by putting his eldest
son, ‘Endyat-Allah. in charge of military affairs. Four
secretaries (i§iy-dgdsi) were put in charge of civil. mili-
tary, court and foreign affairs respectively. He reorga-
nized the provincial administration and established
several state councils. which included Muslim Indian ex-
perts. Although he divided the responsibilities for gov-
erning the country. Habib-Allah continued to reserve for
himself the authority to make all major decisions.

Amir Habib-Alldh's biggest success was in the field
of education. He appointed a ten-man Education Coun-
cil (Anjoman-e madrers headed by Sardar Nusr-Allih,
which met 1wice a week and submitted its decisions to
the amir for approval. In 1903. he founded the Habibiya
School (q.v.). Originaily established as a madrasa. it
recruited students who had completed the lower levels
of religious education and trained them according to a
modified Anglo-Indian curriculum, which included for the
first time subjects other than religion. In order to appease
the ulama who had enjoved a monopoly on education.
several madrasas were set up as preparatory schools for
transfer to the Habibiva.

In 1907. the Institute of Literary Composition (Ddr al-
ta’lify was established 1o wranslate texts from English and
produce teaching materials. In 1914. the Teacher Train-
ing College (Ddr al-me allemin) was founded to provide
teachers for the new schools. It was located initially in
the Royal Madrasa. The amir allocated in total about
two million Kabuli rupees for education during the first
ten years of his reign. Modemn military education began
in 1909 with the opening of the Military School (Muk-
tab-e fonun-¢ harbivai. where Turkish officers intro-
duced the students to drill and the military sciences.
General Mohammad Nider acted as inspector of the
school, which recruited from among the sons of nota-
bles). The amir's sons ‘Enfvar-Allih and Amdn-Allih
(fater King. r. 1919-29: see AMANALLAH KHAN) were
among the first of the school’s graduates. who formed a
cadre of modern ofticers in the army. A school for Royal
Orderlies (drdulivin) was opened for newly-converted
Nurestanis and the sons of thase mdleks (chiefs) who had
revolted but subsequently repented.

During the reign of his fwther, Habib-Allah Khan had
been “Inspector of industries.” In 1892, Amir ‘Abd-al-
Rahmin had founded “the warkshop™ (mdsin-kdna), by
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32 ANGIOLELLO—ANGLO-AFGHAN RELATIONS

also entered the service of the following sultan, Biyazid
H. After about 1483 Angiolcllo’s career is obscure. 1t is
certain that he came back to his home town Vincenza,
married and became a functionary; he possitly had two
missions (perhaps for the Venetian Republic} or stayed
{as an agen( or merchant) in Persia around §482 (after
Sultan Mehmed's death) and then in belwees 1499 and
1515.

The main work attributed to Angioleflo is the so-
called Historia turchesca (Turkish history} a note-
worthy source on the Ottoman history. A considcrable
part of it is the Breve narraiione defla vita et Sfatti del
signor Ussuncassane (A brief narrative of e life and
facts of the sovereign Uzun Hasan) that first was
published in Vicenza by the printer Leonard from Basel
(Octaber. 1490; no surviving copy), them by G. B.
Ramusio in the second volume of his fumouscollection
of Navigationi et Viaggi (Venice, 1559) together with a
continuation of the Narrative dealing wath Persian
history until the beginning of Shah Tahmasp's reign
(930/1524). There is a question of the marrative's
authenticity, although it is clearly a firsthand chronicle,
and no modern edition of it has been made. The first
section seems parily founded on Giosafat Barbaro’s
account of his own mission to Persia (first published in
Venice, 1487), and the text and history of the second
section remain to be verified critically.

The Narrative is essentially a first person chrenicle of
the political and military events in Persia from 1467 to
1524, and particularly a report of the Turkish-Persian
wars. [t depicts Uzun Hasan and his family; the
campaign of Caramania (872-78/1467-73) against the
Ottomans, which became a defeat of the Aq Qoyunlu
forces; the Turkish counteroffensive (879/8474), in
which the author took part (a detailed description of the
two opposing armies is given); the Persian campaign in
Georgia (882-85/1477-80), and Uzun Hasams death
(882/1478). The second section, in twenty-thiee chap-
ters, concerns the beginnings of the Safavid rise to
power: Ya‘qiib Padsah Sultan's succession te Uzun
Hasan; the struggle of Shaikh Haydar and his“Sefians™
against Rostam; Shaikh Haydar’s death; the birth,
education, character, and rise of Esma‘il; his canquest
of Irag (906-09/1500-03) and subsequent campaigns
against Oltomans and Uzbeks (911-21/1503-15); his
campaign in Sirvan and conquest of Samaki (916/1510);
and the Ottoman campaign of Egypt and comquest of
Cairo (922-23/1516-17). The report concludes with a
final (and apocryphal?) note on the death of the Sophy
(i.c., Shah Esmaql 1 9306/1524) and the acoession of
Tahmasp. Paolo Giovio used the Narrative asa source
for the portraits of these two Safavid kings in his
biographical collection G elogi, vite brevemente scritte
d'womini illusiri, Venice. 1559,

Bibliography: N. di Lenna, “Ricerche intorno
allo storico Giovanni Maria Angiolello (degk Anzo-
lelli), patrizio Vicentino, 1451-1525," Archive veneto-
tridentina S, 1924, pp. 1-56. F. Babinger in Bizionario
biografico degli Iiatiani, Rome, 1961, 111, pp. 275-78.
G. Mantese, “Aggiunte e correzion; al profile storico

del  viaggiatore vicentino  Gio. Maria  degli

= Angiolelli,” Archivo veneto, ser. V. vol 71, 1962,
pp. 5-15. L. Olivato, “Giovan Maria Angiolclio un
vicentino tra 1 Turchi nel rinascimento,™ 4 Veliro 23,
1979, pp. 143-48.
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ANGLO-AFGHAN RELATIONS, a survey
from the earliest times to the death of the last Barakzay
ruler in 1357 §./1978.

A brief encounter in Fatchpur Sikri in the summer of
993/1585 illustrates two abiding themes of British
involvement in India and Afghanistan. John Newbery,
Ralph Fitch, and William Leedes had a letier from
Queen Elizabeth to the Mughal emperor Akbar men-
tioning their “intention to introduce the trade of
merchandise ofall nations whatsoever they can.”” Akbar
was then preparing 10 lead an army to Kabul 10 re-assert
his authority and we do not know for certain whether
the English visitors met him face to face. Kabu! had
been the springboard for his grandfather Bibor's suc-
cessful invasion of India in 932/1526, and Akbar had
good reason to believe that he who held India must not
let Kabul fall into the hands of a hostile power. Here
already, 400 years ago, we see trade as the driving force
of the British, and we see anxiety about Kabul motiva-
ting the actions of an emperor of India. Out of that brief
encounter in 993/1585 was born the East India Com-
pany, chartered by Queen Elizabeth in 1600 (see R.
Hakluyt, Principal Navigations...Everyman edition,
[II; Rowse, The Expansion of Elizabethan England,
pp. 212-15; Edwardes, Ralph Fitch, Elizabethan in the
Indies, pp. 19-20, 73-77). ‘

The East India Company was not long past its
bicentenary when the British marched into Delhi in
1218/1803 and took under their protection the blind and
powerless Shah ‘Alam II, last but one of the Mughal
emperors descended from Babor. From that moment it
became inevitable that the British in India, having
beaten back most of the Indian aspirants to the power
abdicated by the Mughals, would have to look to the
frontiers so recently breached by Nader Shah of Persia
in 1551/1739 and by Ahmad Shah Dorrini of Afghan-
istan in eight successful expeditions between
1160/1747 and 1180/1767. While those invaders were
about their business in the north, the Britisk had been
preoccupied with the consolidation of their own po-
sitions and with the defeat of their French commercial
and political rivals elsewhere in India. Now they found
themselves supreme, save for the final reckoning with
the Mahrathas under Holkar (sec A. B. Keith, Consri-
tutional History of India, London, 1936, pp- 113-15;
W.A.J. Archbold, Cambridge History of the British
Empire IV, Cambridge, 1929, chap. 28.)

A few years after the British arrived in Defhi the
imperial ambitions of Napolcon Bonaparte provoked
flurry of diplomatic activily, made all the more urgent
by Napoleon's alliance with Russia in 1807. In
1224/1809 the British made treaties with four north-
western neighbors of India: with Shah $oja‘ of Kabul,
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AFGHANISTAN: THE PRESENT POSITION

By BRIGADIER-GENERAL SIR PERCY SYKES,
K.CILE., CB., CMG.

Lecture given at a joint meeting of the Royal Central Asian Society and the East
India Association on March 13, 1940. The Most Hon. the Marquess of Zetland,
P.C, GCS1, GCLE, in the Chair.

In opening the meeting the Chairman said: We are to have a lecture on the
present position in Afghanistan and there is perhaps no one amongst living men
who is better qualified to speak upon such a subject than our lecturer this after-
roon, Sir Percy Sykes. (Applause.)

I think it would be true to say that it must be very nearly half a century since
Sir Percy first went to Central Asia. It was actually, I think, in 1892, 2nd very
shortly thereafter he was attracted more particularly by Persia. It so happened
that I myself spent the Christmas of the year rgoo at a distant spot where Iran,
Afghanistan, and Baluchistan meet—namely, Sistan—and it was when I was in
Sistan that I first heard of the activities of Sir Percy Sykes,

In those days, 2s many of you will remember, there was acute rivalry—shall
we say, commercial rivalry and to some extent political rivalry—between Great
Britain and Russia in that part of the world, and Sir Percy Sykes, realizing the
importance of establishing British interests in Southern Iram, by sheer force of
character and determination compelled—1 do not think I am saying too much in
using that word—the Government of India to establish a consulate at Kerman in
South-Eastern Persia, and the obvious person to become consul was naturally Sir
Percy Sykes himself. _ :

His interest in Iran was only briefly interrupted during a period of leave, I
think in 1902, when he went in command of a body of Yeomanry to South Africa,
was wounded, and necdless to say was mentioned in despatches.

But, as soon as might be, he returned to his first love and was soon in Persia
once more. He became Consul-General in Khurasan, with his headquarters at
Meshed, and during the Great War he raised the South Persia Rifles and com-
manded the forces in the southern parts of that country. In addition to that, he
has also served His Majesty as his representative in Chinese Turkestan.

He possesses what I should think is a quite unusual number of gold medals—
the gold medal of the Royal Geographical Society, the gold medal of the Royal
Empire Society and a special MacGregor geld medal for explorations of military
value.

Finally, at a time when you would have thought that he might look for
some leisure after a life of strenuous labour, he has been devoting his energies
and his interests to the writing of a history of Afghanistan. It is no doubr the
cream of this work, which will in due course be published as the History of
Afghanistan, that he is going to lay before us this afternoon.

I have pleasure in calling upon him to do so.

HE advance of Russia towards Afghanistan, the kernel of the
problem of Central Asia, may be considered to have com-
menced in the second quarter of the nincteenth century, at

which period she was separated from the British possessions in India by
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from doing so by his treacherous Russian allies. Sir Alfred Lyall puts
the following lines into the mouth of the Amir Abdur Rahman:

* And yet when I think of Shir Al as he lies in his sepulchre low,
How he died betrayed, heart-broken “twixt infidel friend and foe,
Driven from his thronie by the English, and scorned by the Russian, his guest,
1 am well content with the vengeance, and I see God works for the best.”

Shir Ali was succeeded by his son Yakub, who made a treaty with
the British at Gandamak in May, 1879. This led to the establishment
of a British Mission at Kabul under Sir Louis Cavagnari, who, with
the members of his staff and his escort, were massacred by mutinous
Afghan soldiers and the Kabul populace in the following July.

Once again three columns invaded Afghanistan. Roberts, who
commanded his old force, which was much strengthened, crossed the
Peiwar Kotal and marched on the capital. Yakub Khan surrendered,
but Roberts found the Afghans occupying a strong position under the
Amir’s uncle at Charasia, where he won a second notable victory. He
then entered Kabul and accepted the abdication of Yakub Khan.
During the winter Roberts’ force was attacked in the Sherpur Canton-
ment, which he had occupied, but he beat off the fanatically brave
Afghans, inflicting severe losses upon them.

The situation now remained obscure from the political point of
view, but the solution to this difficult problem was the reappearance
of Sirdar Abdur Rahman in Afghan Turkestan. This truly great chief,
after a remarkable career, in the course of which he had been driven
out of the country by Shir Ali, was finally placed on the throne of
Afghanistan by the British in 1880. He then set to work and gradually
reunited all its provinces under an iron despotism.

The continued advance of Russia towards the frontiers of Afghan-
istan naturally caused the Amir intense anxiety, and in 1882 he strongly
urged on the Viceroy (who at this time was Lord Ripon) the necessity
for help te defend his frontiers against an attack by Russia.

Mr. (later Sir Mortimer) Durand, the Foreign Secretary, was
strongly in favour of an understanding with Russia by which the
boundaries of Afghanistan would be defined. Finally, in 1884, after
the occupation of Merv, it was decided by the two Powers to appoint
Commissioners, who would seek to lay down a2 line satisfactory to both
parties. The Britsh Commissioner, upon reaching the scene in the
autumn, was informed that, owing to the alleged ill-health of the
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of modern: innovations.” . Then a pl_easant\litt!e piece of .
satire: ‘. In. fOﬂQW‘;I_l'g;theg advice, of any Foreign ‘Power .

or courtiers. of our, own, Durbar, they must.keep: before

their minds the shrewd counsel given by Sadi, ¢ The}t shrewd .
young: boy will save the purse of sovereigns in his pocket
who looks. upon .every, passer-by as a. pickpocket and a .

robber!’’!. And those who . have . studied Persian will

observe with pleasure that the Amir el Kebir adjures his .
son to read  carefully the Amwar-i-Suhaili, a glorified |,

Zsop’s Fables; full of the wisdom of the Eastern world
told in animal guise.. =, | S 5 :
His advice on strade is replete with the wisdom of the

moderns. ..:“I have opened several canals, and several others

are being cut. The trade in Astrakan skins, wool, horses,
and sheep has considerably increased, and I have lent money

out of the Treasuty, to Afghan merchants to encourage

trade without \charging_‘in{:eresft on such loans. Instead of

charging interest I charge import and export duties, which '
bring in more than the interest would, and leave a margin |

for the merchants themselves.” R

A R
THE ACCESSION;OF HABIBULLAH KHAN
Whén"Hab‘i.blullah_tsujcceedﬁed to hié fat"h‘er’s throne there

were many in India who feared that he was not a strong

- enough _éharaéte: to sit where Abdurrahman had sat. But

partly, no doubt, because of the preparation his father had -

‘made for him to succeed (so different from these Eastern

potentates who have treated their heir with contumely), and
) partly, no doubt, because he had the necessary character, -

his reign was a great success. Slowly and steadily .he
followed the policy of his father, improving roads; improving

trade, continuing canals. Afghanistan has never been a -

rich country. Vast areas can never be anything more than
barren rock, and the available revenues needed careful
expenditure. There was little to spend on anything but

gradual development. The mullahs seemed to be content

enough. ~ Lord Curzon’s coming to India as Viceroy had

practically coincided with his accession. The former had .
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once visited Abdurrahman at Kabul, and with his great
knowledge of Asian matters should have been well qualified
to handle those Afghan questions which were constantly
bound to arise. There were a good many points to be

‘adjusted between the two Governments—customs, border

disputes, trade conventions, and the like—and Lord Curzon
was anxious that the Amir should visit India. This His
Highness for_some reason or other was not keen to do.
Lord Ronaldshiay has discussed the Afghan question very
fully so far as it then entered into Lord Curzon’s career; but
it is not difficult to see that the Foreign Department in
India knew well that his lordship did not see, and could not
see, the questions that arose between us from the Amir’s
legitimate point of view. At this time apprehension of
Russia’s intentions had been much revived.  Lord
Kitchener had been charged with bringing the whole
organisation of the army up to date, and preparing its
administrative organisation for a Central Asian campaign
in support of Afghan integrity. But Habibullah would not
come down, and probably was not sure if he was secure
enough to come, or could face those who would call him
kafir for his pains. So Inayatullah, his son, came in
his stead, and in lieu of a visit of His Highness himself,

Sir Louis Dane, the Foreign Secretary, was sent with a .

small mission to discuss matters in dispute. This mission
spent six months in Kabul in 1904, six somewhat difficult
months, in which the Governor-General insisted on taking

" up a vexatious and meticulous attitude with many of the:

questions that the mission was to settle.
Nevertheless the Amir was entirely friendly, and while

wanting certain things that we could not agree to, was’

perfectly reasonable in most points.
The officers of the mission made many friends, and, as

Abdurrahman has always said, ““ The more Afghans and’

British meet the better they get on,” and quite repudiated

“the idea that the less they saw of us the more they liked -
.us. It was not till 1906 that Habibullah paid his visit to
_ India, when Lord Minto was Viceroy. This visit was a

pleasing one, and he himself won golden opinions, and was
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miimkiindiir. Fakat, her hangt blr yabanci devletin Afganis-
- tan't kontrole kalkvsmasc iyi bir yatinm olamaz. Béyle bir -
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AFGANISTAN'IN INGILIZ NOUFUZUNDAN
- KURTULMA MUCADELESI VE
U(;UNCU INGILIZ-AFGAN HARBI

(1919)

Afganistan'in yeni emiri Habibullah Han, saltanatinin

ilk yillarinda miimkiin oldugu kadar babasinin takip ettigi
politikadan ayrilmamaga gayret etmistir. Bilhassa dig
politikada, Islamin diismani olan Rusya'dan cekinmeyi ve
bu iilke ile miindsebetlerinde dikkatli olmayi, Afganlara pek

gok istirap vermls olan Ingiltere'ye de asia glivenmemeyi
kendisine prensip edinmistir.

Habibullah Han, tahta cnklsmdan bir miiddet sonra,

?

Rusya Harbiye Nizir. General Kuropatkin'den fevkalide il-
tifatkdr bir tebrik mesaji aldi(329) Bunu duyan ingilizlerin
magrulugu ile meshur Hindistan Umumi? Vilisi Lord
Curzon, Habibullah Han'in Rus niif(izuna girmesinden en-
d‘se!enerek onu Hindistan'a davet etti. Davet mesajinda
Curzon, ayrica, Habibullah Han'a bir miiddetten beri ingiliz
hiiklimetinin Afgamgtan a vermeyi diisiindiigii mali yardimi
da bu vesileyle almasini rica ediyordu(330) Habibullah Han
Lord Curzon'un davetini nizik bir sekilde reddettigi gibi,

babasi zamanindan ben yapilmakta olan Ingiliz yardimim

’
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{329.) Fletcher, s. 171,
(330.) Fraser-Tytler, s. 178,
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in human life; thus rulings concerning the washing and

. burial of the dead, usually treated as a subdivision of
taharat (purity) and therefore placed close to the
beginning of most systematic treatises on fegh, are
dealt with by Fayz at the very end of his books. In this
respect, t00, Fayz can be seen to have been influenced
by Gazali (Modarressi Tabataba’i, p. 16). Also of
interest are his views on the permissibility of music and
the transmission of impurity from one object to another.
views which departed from the Akbari consensus and
were accordingly criticized.

'Finally, Fayz is also noteworthy as a poet. Rezaqolt
Khan Hedayat remarked of his Divan, which contains
some 6000 lines, that it is “full of exalted truths and
precious subtleties” (Majma‘al-fosahd’IV, pp. 48-49).

Fayz’s principal students were Ne‘mat-Alldh Jaz&’erd,
Mohamma- Sa‘id Qomi, and his own son, Mohammad
‘Alam-al-Hoda, who copied out the entire text of ail-
Mahajjat al-bayzd and wrote a commentary on al-Wafi.
It is worth remarking that despite all the differences in
outlook separating them, Mohammad-Bager Majlesi
narrated Hadith from Fayz. It was however. as a result
of the hostility to Sufism propagated by Majles that the
takya founded for Fayz in Isfahan was razed to the
ground some time during the reign of Shah Soltan
Hosayn (Esfahan, p. 183).
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FAYZ MOHAMMAD KATEB, Afghan court
chronicler and secretary to the amir Habib-Allah Khan
(g.v..r. 1319-37/1901-19). Fayz Mo ammad was born
in 1279/1863—63, in the village of Zard Sang in the
Qaradbag district of Ghazni (Gazn), and died in Kabul




