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CHAPTER 3
The Works of"

for the Study of Sufism in Late 15th- and Early
16th-Century Central Asia

Maria E. Subtelny

01 Ekim 2020

The works composed by the Timurid-era preacher Kamal al-Din Husayn b.
‘All Va'iz, known as Kashifi (d. 910/1504—~05), may be viewed as a late medi-
eval attempt to encompass the totality of religious, literary, scientific, and
-cultural knowledge in Persianate Central Asia at the turn of the 16th century.
Kashiff’s works on subjects ranging from political ethics and Quran commen-
tary to astrology and spiritual chivalry earned him a tribute from the preemi-
snent Timurid-era poet and patron ‘Ali-shir Nava’i, who referred to him in his
< Majalis al-nafd@’is as a polymath (za funan).! Although his works are compila-

e
8 much present in them, and while synthesizing the works of his predecessors,
e uses them as a springboard to demonstrate his own literary and rhetorical
talents. His success was due to his ability to organize his material in a ratio-
nal and economical fashion, and more important, to present it to a discerning
Persian audience in an attractive literary formulation. Utilizing this approach,
Kashifi consciously created what might be termed the Persian equivalent of an
Everyman’s Library of his time.? This article will survey those works by Késhift
that are concerned specifically with Sufism and the occult sciences that had
traditionally been closely associated with Sufism. It may be inferred from the
popularity of these works that the religio-ethical perspectives of Islamic mys-
ticism, and esotericism more generally, were part and parcel of mainstream
Persianate culture in the eastern Islamic world of his time.
Originally from Sabzavar (in the province of Bayhaq), Kashifi moved to the
Timurid capital, Herat, in 860/1456 after allegedly being summoned to the
town in a dream vision by the recently deceased Nagshbandi Sufi master Sa‘d

j=n

1 Alisher Navoiy, Majolisun nafois: Ilmiy-tanqidiy tekst, ed. Suyima Ghanieva (Tashkent:
Uzbekiston ssRr Fanlar akademiyasi nashriyoti, 1961), 143.
2 Maria E. Subtelny, “Husayn Va‘z-i Kashifi: Polymath, Popularizer, and Preserver” Iranian

Studies, 36/4 (2003), 463.
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al-Din Kashghari.3 Born in the 1420s, Kashifi would have been in his thirties at
the time. When he was named chief judge (gast al-quzat) of the province of
Bayhagq by the new Timurid ruler of Khurasan, Sultan-Aba Sa‘id (863—73/1458—
69), he returned to Sabzavar for a time.* After Sultan-Husayn-i Bayqara (r. 873—
o11/1469-1506) came to power in Khurasan, Kashifi returned to Herat (possibly
at his invitation), where he remained until his death in g10/1504—5.5 In Herat,
Kashifl was patronized by Sultan-Husayn and various members of the Timurid
military elite, chiefly Mir ‘Ali-shir Nava1 (d. 906/1501), to whom he dedicated a
number of his works.
Kashiff’s popularity was acknowledged by the historian Khwandamir, who
in his biographical entry on him in the Habib al-siyar (completed in Herat
ca. 930/1524) stated that, as a Quran exegete (mufassir), he had no equal in
Khurasan in his day, and he noted his expertise in astrology (ilm-i nujizm) and
epistolography (insh&@’).* Khwandamir named seven of his works that he re-
garded as his best known. These were his lettrist commentary on the Quran,
Javahir al-tafsir li-tuhfat al-Amir, which was never completed;” another Quran
commentary entitled Mavahib-i ‘aliyya;® the °‘Alid martyrology Rawzat al-
shuhad@ (composed 908/1502—-3), the work for which he is probably best
known today;® Arvar-i suhayli, a rendition of Nasrullah Munsh?’s Persian trans-
lation of the Kalila va Dimna animal fables (commissioned by and dedicated

3 Fakhr al-Din ‘Al b. Husayn Kashifi, “Safi,” Rashahat-i ‘ayn al-hayit, ed. ‘All Asghar Muniyan

(Tehran: Intisharat-i Bunyad-i Nikiikari-i Nfiriyani, no. 15, 2536/1977), vol. 1, 252—253.

Gottfried Herrmann, “Biographisches zu Husain Wa'iz Kasifi” in Corolla Iranica: Papers in

Honour of Prof- Dr. David Neil MacKenzie on the Occasion of His 65th Birthday on April 8th, 1997,

ed. Ronald E. Emmerick and Dieter Weber (Frankfurt: Peter Lang, 1991), 93—94, 98—99-

5 Alisher Navoiy, Majolisun nafois, 143; Mir Nizam al-Din ‘Ali-shir Nava'i, Majdlis al-naf@’is: Dar
tagkira-yi shu'ar@-i qarn-i nuhum-i hijrt (translated into Persian and expanded by Sultan-
Muhammad Fakhri Harat and Hakim Shah-Muhammad Qazvini), ed. ‘Ali Asghar Hikmat
(Tehran: Chapkhina-yi Bank-i Milli-yi Iran, 1323/1945), 93, 268; Herrmann, “Biographisches,” go.

6 Khwandamir, Tdrikh-i Habth al-siyar fi akhbar afrad-i bashar, ed. Jalal al-Din Hum&1
(reprint ed., Tehran: Khayyam, 1362/1984), vol. 4, 345; also Khwandamir, Khatima-yi Khulasat
al-akhbar, in Khwandamir, Madsir al-mulitk, bi-zamima-i Khatima-i Khulasat al-akhbar va
Qanan-i Humdyiini, ed. Mir Hashim Muhaddis (Tehran: Mu’assasa-yi Khadamat-i Farhangi-yi
Ras3, 1372/1994), 221.

7 Kamal al-Din Husayn b. ‘Ali Va‘iz Kashifi, Javahir al-tafsir: Tafsiri adabi, irfint, hurifi shamil-i
muqaddima’l dar ‘ulitm-i qur'ani va tafsir-i sitrat-i Hamd, ed. Javad ‘Abbasi (Tehran: Miras-i
Maktiib, 13’?9/2000—2001).

8 Kamal al-Din Husayn b. ‘Ali Va'iz Kashifi, Mavahib-i ‘alyya ya Tafsir-i husaynt (bi-farst), ed.
Muhammad Riz4 Jalali Nayini, 4 vols. (Tehran: Iqbal, 1317-29/1938-50).

9 Kamal al-Din Husayn b. ‘Ali Va'iz Kashifi, Rawzat al-shuhad@, ed. Ayatullah Hajj Shaykh
Abir)-Hasan Sha‘rani (Reprint ed., Tehran: Intisharat-i Islamiyya, 1379/2000—2001).
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