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Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr

Abt ‘Umar Yuosuf b. ‘Abdallah b.
Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Batr al-Qurtubt
al-Namari, known as Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr
(d. 463/1071), was one of the greatest
scholars of the Malikt school of law in
al-Andalus.

1. LiFE

Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr was born in Cér-
doba in Rabt" II 368/November 978 and
became an orphan at age twelve, when
both his father and paternal grandfather
died in close succession. Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr
devoted the following two decades to
studying with the prominent scholars of
late-Umayyad Cérdoba, including ‘Abd
al-Warith b. Sufyan (d. 395/1005), Aba
1-Qasim Khalaf b. Qasim (d. 393/1003),
and Ibn al-Faradi (d. 400 or 403/1010
or 1013). He fled Gérdoba during the
Berber uprising of 400-3/1010-3, travel-
ling to Seville and then settling in Denia,
which was ruled by Mujahid b. ‘Abdallah
al-‘Amirt  (c.403/1012 to 436/1045).
While in Denia, he studied with Aba
‘Amr al-Danmt (d. 444/1052-3), a mas-
ter of Quran readings. After Mujahid
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died, Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr moved to the
Aftasid kingdom of Badajoz, whose ruler,
Muhammad b. ‘Abdallah al-Muzaffar
(r. 437-60/1045-68), appointed him gad
of Lisbon and Santarém, a position he held
until al-Muzaffar’s death in 460/1068. It

. was probably during his twenty-three-year

residence in Lisbon that Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr

‘composed his most famous books, while
~employed as gadr. During the final two -

or three years of his life, he returned to
Denia and spent time in Valencia and
Jativa. He died in Jativa at the end of
Rabt* IT 463/January-February 1071.

-

2. WoRrks

Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr’s reputation rests on
his extraordinary scholarly writings. These
works testify to the rich holdings of late-
Umayyad Cérdoba’s libraries and schol-
ars, as Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr, like his friend Ibn
Hazm (d. 456/1064), never left al-Andalus
for the purpose of “seeking knowledge.”
He mastered the disciplines of Qur’anic
readings, hadith scholarship, jurisprudence,
history, and adab (belles lettres), and his
original books are written in a lucid style.
Many of these books have survived and
been published, further evidence of the

The Encyclopaedia of Islam Three, 2019/3, 2019 Leiden. ISAM DN. 275580




