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I “*ABD AL-MU'MIN IBN "ABD AL-HAQQ

‘ Arabic geographer.(b. 1259-60, d. 1338-39). i SR o
o Abﬁ—l—Fadﬁ’iIﬁSa,fi‘ al-din “Abd al-Mu’min ibn al-Khatib ‘Abd" al-haqq al-
Baghdadi_al-Hanbali. Born in Baghdad 1259-60, his father, ‘Abd al-haqq ibn
‘Abdalldh, being a preacher. Abd al-Mu’min studied hadith, theology, arithmetic,
algebra, geometry, and other sciences in Baghdad, Damascus, Mecca, also in Egypt.
He belonged to the Hanball school of theology. He died in Baghdad 1338-39,
and was buried in the cemetery of the imam Ahmad. e
‘Abd al-Mu’min compiled a geographical dictionary entitled Mardsid al-ittila*
‘ald asma’ al-amkina wal-biqa‘, which, large as it is, is only a summary of the great
dictionary of Yaqut (XIII-1), the Mu‘jam al-buldan. In Juynboll’s edition the
Arabic text of the Maragid covers 1,410 pages. The arrangement of the place
names is strictly alphabetical; but, whereas the Mu‘jam contains not only geograph.
ical information, but also historical, biographical, astrological, and literary data
and poetic quotations, the Mardisid is restricted to geography. It includes addi-
itions to the Mu'‘jam. _
i The Mardgid has been ascribed wrongly to the Egyptian polygraph al-Suyiti
‘and to Yaqit himself. The ascription to the latter is easy to understand and can
be to some extent justified, ‘Abd al-Mu’min being then considered as an editor and
abstractor, not as an original author. It is impossible to say how much original
material there is in the Marasid without making an elaborate comparison between
it and the Mu‘jam, and this would take considerable time.

Text. T.G.J. Juynboll: Lexicon geographicum cui titulus est Marasid (6 vols.,
Leiden 1850-64); vols. 1-3 contain the Arabic text; vols. 4-6, introduction, notes.

I recall that Yaqht's Mu‘jam was edited by Ferdinand Wiistenfeld: Jacuts
‘geographisches Warterbuch (6 vols., Leipzig 1866-71); and again by Muhammad
Amin al-Khanaji with the help of Ahmad ibn al-Amin al-Shinqiti, together with a
modern supplement relative to Europe, America, etc., compiled by the former (10
vols., Cairo 1906-7). . ' o

Criticism.  Hajji Khalifa (5, 625, 1850). Brockelmann (1, 480, 1898; suppt. 1,
880, 1937). Sarkis (col. 160, 1930). The biograplical information givén above
i8 derived from the author’s name and beyond that from Sarkis’ account, the source
of which is not quoted.
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