‘ABD AL-NABI
‘Abd al-Nabt

Shaykh ‘Abd al-Nabi (d. 991/1583)
was a leading @lim (religious scholar) of
Akbar’s reign (963-1014/1556-1605),
who was significant in both culture and
politics. As the grandson of the celebrated
Shaykh ‘Abd al-Quddts Gangtihi Chishtt
(d. 944/1537), ‘Abd al-Nabi belonged to
one of the most important families of the
ulama’, the group that dominated Indo-
Mushm cultural life under the Afghan
dynasties. Although he did not reject
Stfism entirely, ‘Abd al-Nabi made his
career in legal (shar%) studies. He special-
1sed in fadith, which he studied in Mecca,
under traditionists such as the Egyptian-
born Ibn Hajar al-Haytami (d. 974/1567),
who introduced him to traditionalist
reform (w5lak) (‘Abd al-Hayy, 4:219-20).
After returning to India, he distanced him-
self from his forebears” approach to reli-
gion and wrote works criticising extreme
Stff practices.

In 973/1565-6, Akbar, on the advice
of his chief minister Mugzaffar Khan
Turbat (d. 988/1580), appointed ‘Abd
al-NabT sadr al-sudiir, chief administrator
of revenue grants to the wlama’. As sadr,
‘Abd al-Nabf managed the tense reladon-
ship between Akbar’s regime and his fel-
low ‘wlama’, the chief recipients of those
grants, who were deeply suspicious of the
Mughals. Akbar also appointed him Aadith
tutor to his son Salim, the future Jahangir
(r. 1014-37/1605-27). With his rival,
Makhdiom al-Mulk ‘Abdallzh Sultanptirt
(d. 990/1582), ‘Abd al-Nabi was the lead-
ing spokesman for Sunni, shar? Islam in
Akbar’s debates on religion.

‘Abd al-Nabt’s conduct in those debates
and his personal rivalry with Makhdam al-
Mulk damaged his standing with Akbar.
He signed the mahzar (attestation) designat-
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ing Akbar as supreme religious authority
but did so reluctantly; he generally disap-
proved of Akbar’s religious and political
program. Akbar dismissed him as sadr and
sent him on the /g in 986/1578-9. ‘Ahd
al-Nabi returned, probably in 991/1583
or 992/1584, perhaps in response to
exaggerated reports of the Bengal uprising
and of the invasion by Akbar’s rebellious
half-brother Mirza Muhammad Hakim’s
(d. 993/1585). Akbar had ‘Abd al-Nabt
imprisoned for financial wrongdoing while
in office, and he was killed, probably on
Akbar’s orders, shortly thereafter.

BiBLioGRAPHY

Most information on Shaykh ‘Abd al-Nabt
appears in three major works on Akbar’s
reign: Abt -Fadl ‘Allami, dkbar-nama, ed.
Ahmad ‘All and ‘Abd al-Rahim, Calcutta
1873-87, trans. Henry Beveridge, The
Akbarnama  of Abu-l-Fazl, Calcutta 1897—
1921, repr. New Delhi 1973 and 1977-9;
Abt -Fadl ‘Allamm, A%n-i Akbari, ed. Henry
Blochmann, 2 vols., Calcutta 18727, trans.
Henry Blochmann (vol. 1) and Henry S.
Jarrett (vols. 2-3), The Ain i Akbari, Calcutta
1873-94, ed. Douglas C. Phillott (vol. 1) and
Jadunath Sarkar (vols. 2-3), 1927492, repr.
New Delhi 1977-8; ‘Abd al-Qadir Bada’ani,
Muntakhab al-tawériih, ed. Ahmad ‘Ali, 3 vols.,
Calcutta 18649, trans. George S. A. Rank-
ing, William H. Lowe, and T. Wolsely Haig,
3 vols., Calcutta 1884-1925, repr. Pama
1973. Two other works provide information
on ‘Abd al-Nabr’s scholarly career: ‘Abd
al-Hayy al-Hasant, Nuzhat al-khawatir, 8 vols.
in 6, Hyderabad 1947-81, and Muhammad
Ishaq, India’s contribution to the study of
Hadith literature, Dacca University Bulletin 92
(1955).

Doucras E. STREUSAND

\CAbd al-Rahim al-Qina’t

‘Abd al-Rabim al-Qjn&’i (d. 592/

j 1196), a sayyid (descendant of the prophet
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idem, Muhammad at Mecca (Oxford, 1953); al-
Ya'quibi, Ahmad, Ta%kh (Beirut, 1397/1960).

p Amvap Paxarcin
TRr. SusrraM KHODAVERDIAN

‘Abd al-Nabi (d. 991/1583) jurist, pro-
ponent of is/ah (traditionalist reform), and
Sadr al-suditr (highest religious official) of
the Mughal empire for eight years under
the emperor Akbar.

He was a descendant of ‘Abd al-Quddas
GangiihT (q.v), the well-known Indian
Hanafi Sufi, whose family were considered
descendants of Abt Hanifa (Bada’ani,
3/81; Shahnawaz Khan, 2/560), which is
why he was known as al-Nu‘mani (Kaukab,
262-263; Hidayat Husayn, 2/146). He
was born and brought up in Gangih
and studied jurisprudence there (Bhatt,
3/265; ‘Abd al-Hayy, 4/219) before mov-
ing to Mecca and Medina (Bada’'tm,
3/79; Ghawthi, 218) where he studied
hadith under traditionists such as Ibn Hajar
al-Haytami (‘Abd al-Hayy, 4/219) who in-
troduced him to ideas about islah (‘Abd al-
Hayy, 4/219-220). These ideas apparently
later developed into a form of virulent
anti-Shiism (Rizvi, “Dimensions’; 10).

After returning from Mecca to India,
he became increasingly critical of the lives
and times of his forefathers and, instead
of studying Chishtt Sufism, he opted for a
strictly legalistic approach to Islam (‘Abd
al-Hayy, 4/219-220). For instance, his fa-
ther, Ahmad, had written a treatise on the
Sufi practice of sama‘ (spiritual concert)
(Rahman ‘All-Sahib, 134), of which ‘Abd
al-Nabi apparently wrote a refutation,
thereby provoking the opposition of his
family (‘Abd al-Hayy, 4/220, 222; Rizvi,
‘Dimensions’ 6).

‘Abd al-Nabi also held sessions on hadith
(Rahman ‘Ali-Sahib, '134) and was known
for using those with a valuable, high-
ranking chain of transmission (snad @l
(Shahnawaz Khan, 2/561). Apparently
Akbar himself used to occasionally attend
these sessions, and even sometimes placed

‘Abd al-Nabr’s shoes together to help him
put them on (Rizvi, ‘Dimensions’, 6).

Although his criticism of his father’s
Sufi practices meant that he had to forgo
his place in the family (Bad@’iny, 1/255),
it afforded him some degree of fame
(Rahman ‘Al-Sahib, 134). Indeed, the em-
peror Akbar (r. 963-1014/1556-1605) was
so impressed by his reputation as a man
of knowledge and sound character that
he offered him an honoured position at
court (Bada'uni, 3/80; Shahnawaz Khan,
2/561), and he was apparently given the
title of Shaykh al-Islam during this period
(Abt al-Fadl ‘Allamz, 3/270). Akbar then
appointed him holder of the siddra (reli-
gious chancellery) of Gujaratin 971/1563
(Abu al-Fadl ‘Allami, 3/63) which, in ef
tect, made him the Sadr al-sudiir of India
(‘Abd al-Hayy, 4/220; for more on the post
of Sadr al-sudiir, q.v. Akbar’).

His appointment gave him the opportu-
nity to implement his ideas and his views
on 15lak, which emphasised ‘enjoining good
and forbidding evil’ (el-amy bi al-ma'rilf wa
al-nahy ‘an al-munkar). He seems to have
made an impression on the emperor who
was subsequently drawn to the observance
of the outward forms of Islamic legal re-
quirements (Shahnawaz Khan, 2/561).

Despite the incompatability of ‘Abd al-
Nabr’s views and Akbar’s liberal policy of
religious tolerance, known as the sulh- kull
(as a result of which Hindus and Muslims
lived peaceably side by side), the emperor
endeavoured to maintain amicable rela-
tions with ‘Abd al-Nabi. Nevertheless,
Akbar’s court attracted many Shi‘i scholars
and notables, some of whom ‘Abd al-Nabt
had executed for their beliefs (Rizvi, ‘Di-
mensions’, 9-10), a move which angered
the emperor. Their previously close rela-
tionship was further damaged by ‘Abd al-
NabT’s decree to execute a Brahmin (Rizvi,
‘Dimensions’, 10), and the resulting com-
munal tensions.

These tensions, which took the form of
scholarly disputes between ‘Abd al-Nabi

9
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80 THE AGE OF THE GREAT MOGHULS

Even though 1 do not belong to the dervishes,

Yet, I believe with heart and soul in the dervishes.

Say not that the rank of king is far from that of dervish—
I am a king, but I am the slave of the dervishes!,"

Akbar too believed deeply in the dervishes, the representatives of mystical
Islam. In 1564 he performed the first pilgrimage on foot to Mu‘lnuddin
Chishti’s mausoleum in Ajmer (‘which in grandeur may vie with Constantino-
ple itself!”) and repeated this act frequently, thus in 1569 to offer thanks for
the conquest of Chitor, the Rajput stronghold. It is said that even in this con-
quest he was supported by a Suhrawardi saint, Miran Muhammad Shah (d.
1604 in Lahore). The conquest was celebrated by Bada’uni with the verse:

...And a happy day was it for the vultures and crows—
Glory to Him who multiplieth food for his creatures!'?

Till 1579 the emperor visited the shrine in Ajmer almost every year,

and daily according to his custom held in that sacred shrine by night intercourse with holy,
learned, and sincere men, and seances for dancing and Sufism took place, and the musicians
and singers, each one of whom was a paragon without rival, striking their nails into the
veins of the heart used to rend the soul with their mournful cries, and dirhams and dinars
were showered down like raindrops."

Akbar’s first surviving son Salim was born from a Rajput princess on 31
August 1569, as a result of the prayers and blessings of Salim Chishti (d.
1571)," one of Farid Ganj-i Shakar’s descendants, the chronogram of whose
death is shaikh-i hukama ‘shaikh of sages’ or shaikh-i hukkam ‘shaikh of
rulers’. Out of gratitude, Akbar erected a sanctuary for the saint, around
which the city of Fatehpur Sikri was built, a city of red sandstone which seems
to reflect the high-soaring mystical feelings of the emperor. The enormous
gateway is visible for miles and leads the visitor to Salim Chishti’s delicate
white marble tomb and finally to the ‘/badatkhana, the ‘house of worship’,
where the emperor held his meetings with the representatives of different
religions—Muslims, Hindus, Christians, and Zoroastrians. Strange people,
too, came to Agra and Fatehpur Sikri in those years; the influx of Shia poets
and preachers from Iran and the Iraq continued and even increased. Among
them was Mulla Muhammad of Yazd who ‘got the name of Yazidi and tried
hard to make the emperor a Shia.’* And Bada’uni cannot help poking fun at
the Hindu raja who

" See A. Schimmel, ‘Babur Padishan the Poet, with an account of the poetical talent in his
family’, 1C XXXI1V, 1960.

2 Bada’uni, Muntakhab H, transl. 107, text 104.

12 Id, N transl. 188, text 185.

" According to Bada’uni, Muntakhab 111, transl. 18, note 1, Jahangir was never called Salim
by his father, but only ‘Shaikhu Baba’.

s Bada’uni, id. 11, transl. 214, text 212.
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once set the whole court in laughter by saying that Allah after all had great respect for cows,

else the cow would not have been mentioned in the first chapter of the Koran..."
Akbar’s religious interests broadened considerably during those years. A
seeker of truth, he saw with displeasure that even among the highest religious
offices corruption was not rare; 1n the office of the sadr as-sudar, who was in
charge of the grants for the mamtenance of sanctuaries and pensions of
é&holars and ulema, bribery and similar.abuses.were detected.—The.then sadr
as-sudfir, ‘Abdunnabi, a grandson of the famous Sufi ‘Abdulquddis, had
abandoned the mystic tradition of his family and ‘never was.there in the réign

narrowmmdedness of some of the ulema 11kew1se disgusted the emperor, and
Bada’uni, usually branded as the arch orthodox among Akbar’s courtiers,
fully agreed with him as is understood from his report about a meeting in the
{Ibadatkhana:

All at once one night the vein of the neck of the ulema of the age swelled up, and a horrid
noise and confusion ensued. His Majesty got very angry at their rude behaviour, and said to
me: ““In future, report any of the ulema who talk nonsense and cannot behave themselves,
and I shall make him leave the hall.” | said gently to Asaf Khan: ““If I carried out this order,
most of the ulema would have to leave’’, when His Majesty suddenly asked what I had said.
On hearing my answer he was highly pleased, and mentioned my remark to those sitting
near him.'*

Intellectually, the influence of Faizi and Abu’l-Fazl ‘Allami (‘the man that set
the world aflame’) waxed stronger. These two scholar-poets were the sons of
Shaikh Mubarak Nagori who had been in close touch with the Mahdist move-
ment and is praised by Bada’uni for his initial piety and great learning, but
also blamed for his increasing worldliness.'® Faizi (b. 1547) had been introduc-
ed at the court in 1566; his younger brother Abu’l-Fazl was presented to the
emperor only in 1574.

It seems natural that towards the close of the first millennium of Islamic
history chiliastic ideas were in the air, and such ideas, together with certain
Sufi teachings, as well as Faizi’s ‘intellectual scepticism’, were instrumental in
diverting Akbar from the rigid Islam of the ulema. One of Faizi’s quatrains
may well express the ruler’s own feelings: '

O Lord, put my foot on the path of fauhid!
Give me longing for the hidden chamber of isolation (1ajrid) ¢

Grant me the heart’s connection with the journey of realization,
Give me freedom from the fetters of imitation (taglid)!*

Id. 11, transl. 215, text 212. He intends of course Sura 11, the Saraf al-baqgara.
Jd. 11 transl..127.text-80.
' ld 11, transl..205,.text 202.
9 1d, 1, transl. 201, text 199 ff.

® tkram, Armaghan-i Pak, p. 188.
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80 THE AGE OF THE GREAT MOGHULS

Even though 1 do not belong to the dervishes,

Yet, I believe with heart and soul in the dervishes.

Say not that the rank of king is far from that of dervish—

I am a king, but I am the slave of the dervishes!,"
Akbar too believed deeply in the dervishes, the representatives of mystical
Islam. In 1564 he performed the first pilgrimage on foot to Mu‘tnuddin
Chishti’s mausoleum in Ajmer (‘which in grandeur may vie with Constantino-
ple itself!’) and repeated this act frequently, thus in 1569 to offer thanks for
the conquest of Chitor, the Rajput stronghold. It is said that even in this con-
quest he was supported by a Suhrawardi saint, Miran Muhammad Shah (d.
1604 in Lahore). The conquest was celebrated by Bada’uni with the verse:

...And a happy day was it for the vultures and crows—
Glory to Him who multiplieth food for his creatures!'?

Till 1579 the emperor visited the shrine in Ajmer almost every year,

and daily according to his custom held in that sacred shrine by night intercourse with holy,
learned, and sincere men, and seances for dancing and Sufism took place, and the musicians
and singers, each one of whom was a paragon without rival, striking their nails into the
veins of the heart used to rend the soul with their mournful cries, and dirhams and dinars
were showered down like raindrops."

Akbar’s first surviving son Salim was born from a Rajput princess on 31
August 1569, as a result of the prayers and blessings of Salim Chishti (d.
1571),'* one of Farid Ganj-i Shakar’s descendants, the chronogram of whose
death is shaikh-i hukama ‘shaikh of sages’ or shaikh-i hukkam ‘shaikh of
rulers’. Out of gratitude, Akbar erected a sanctuary for the saint, around
which the city of Fatehpur Sikri was built, a city of red sandstone which seems
to reflect the high-soaring mystical feelings of the emperor. The enormous
gateway is visible for miles and leads the visitor to Salim Chishti’s delicate
white marble tomb and finally to the </badatkhana, the ‘house of worship’,
where the emperor held his meetings with the representatives of different
religions—Muslims, Hindus, Christians, and Zoroastrians. Strange people,
too, came to Agra and Fatehpur Sikri in those years; the influx of Shia poets
and preachers from Iran and the Iraq continued and even increased. Among
them was Mulla Muhammad of Yazd who ‘got the name of Yazidi and tried
hard to make the emperor a Shia.'* And Bada’uni cannot help poking fun at
the Hindu raja who

1+ See A. Schimmel, ‘Babur Padishan the Poet, with an account of the poetical talent in his
family’, IC XXXI1V, 1960.

'z Bada’uni, Muntakhab 11, transl. 107, text 104,

2 Id. 1I transl. 188, text 185.

1 According to Bada’uni, Muntakhab 111, transl. 18, note I, Jahangir was never called Salim
by his father, but only ‘Shaikhu Baba’. ’

t* Bada’uni, id. 11, transl. 214, text 212.
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once set the whole court in laughter by saying that Allah after all had great respect for cows,

else the cow would not have been mentioned in the first chapter of the Koran...'®
Akbar’s religious interests broadened considerably during those years. A
seeker of truth, he saw with displeasure that even among the highest religious
offices corruption was not rare; in the office of the sadr as-sudir, who was in

charge of the grants for the maintenance of sanctuaries and pensions of
scholars and ulema, bribery and similar abuses were detected.—The then sadr
as-sudiir, ‘Abdunnabi, a grandson of the famous Sufi ‘Abdulquddus, had
abandoned the mystic tradition of his family and.‘never was there in the;réign
of any monarch a sadr as-sudir so.powerful as shaikh ‘Abdunnabi’.'” The
narrowmindedness of some of the ulema likewise disgusted the emperor, and
Bada’uni, usually branded as the arch orthodox among Akbar’s courtiers,
fully agreed with him as is understood from his report about a meeting in the
‘Ibadatkhana:

All at once one night the vein of the neck of the ulema of the age swelled up, and a horrid
noise and confusion ensued. His Majesty got very angry at their rude behaviour, and said to
me: “In future, report any of the ulema who talk nonsense and cannot behave themselves,
and I shall make him leave the hall.”" I said gently to Asaf Khan: ““If [ carried out this order,
most of the ulema would have to leave’’, when His Majesty suddenly asked what I had said.
On hearing my answer he was highly pleased, and mentioned my remark to those sitting
near him,'*
Intellectually, the influence of Faizi and Abw’l-Fazl ‘Allami (‘the man that set
the world aflame’) waxed stronger. These two scholar-poets were the sons of
Shaikh Mubarak Nagori who had been in close touch with the Mahdist move-
ment and is praised by Bada’uni for his initial piety and great learning, but
also blamed for his increasing worldliness.'® Faizi (b. 1547) had been introduc-
ed at the court in 1566; his younger brother Abu’l-Fazl was presented to the
emperor only in 1574,

It seems natural that towards the close of the first millennium of Islamic
history chiliastic ideas were in the air, and such ideas, together with certain
Sufi teachings, as well as Faizi’s ‘intellectual scepticism’, were instrumental in
diverting Akbar from the rigid Islam of the ulema. One of Faizi’s quatrains
may well express the ruler’s own feelings:

O Lord, put my foot on the path of tauhid!
Give me longing for the hidden chamber of isolation (fajrid) °

Grant me the heart’s connection with the journey of realization,
Give me freedom from the fetters of imitation (faglid)!*®

1d. I, transl. 215, text 212. He intends of course Sura II, the Sarat al-bagara.
7 1d. 111, transl. 127 text-80.

Id. 11, transl. 205, text 202.

'* Id, 1I, transl. 201, text 199 ff.

lkram, Armaghan-i Pak, p. 188.
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‘the first boolglwas printed in India. Some printed books were even brought
to his notice, but-possibly repelled by the crude printing of those days--he
showed no interest and a great opportunity for the rapid spread of
knowledge was missed.

Besides, as Hodiwala points out:

"Akbar prided himself on being a rationalist but he had his ovs./n“

superst.itions and seemed to have belief not only in astrology, dreams, meang
from birds and beasts, aznd presages from the shoulder-blades of sheep but
magic and incantations.

Dr. Qurshi's views, although open to certain criticism, will find many
supporters in Pakistan. Conditions in Pakistan, where Muslim are in such
an overwhelming majority and which is being developed as a Muslim
homeland, are totally different from Akbar's India, in which Muslimg
formed a small minority. It is, therefore, somewhat natural that Akbar's
policy may be seen here in a different light from what it appeared in
Mughal India. Even then it would appear that many.ingredients of Akbar's
policy of Sulh-i Kull, i.e. universal tolerance and protection under the

]:?.W for_ a!l inhabitants, are enshrined in the Constitution of Pakistan. No
jizyah is imposed here and a non-Muslim holds the highest judicial office

in the state. This is due partly to the general liberalisation of political

institution in the modern world, but the truth is that there can be no other -

policy in a multi-group society, if peace and orderly progress are to be
secured.

Akbar will remain a controversial figure, but perhaps it is easy to
exaggerate a ruler's importance. Akbar's age is often referred to as an age
of heterodoxy; but is this correct? At one stage Akbar introduced
innovations which will be considered heterodox by many, but he was not the
only influential figure of his age. His was also the age of Khwajah Bagi
Billah, of Mujaddid and of Shaikh 'Abd al-Haqq Muhaddith. If Abu al-Fadl
and Faidi represented one point of view in literature, there were Bada'uni
and Naziri to represent the other. There was no dearth of staunch and

stout-hearted Muslims in key positions. If Akbar's orthodoxy was open to-

doubt, his foster brother who was also the Deputy of the Realm was a
staunch Muslim. So were Qulich Khan, Shaikh Farid and many others. Akbar
himself remained a devout, orthodox Muslim for several years and again,
towards the end , his religious vagaries seemed to have withered away. At
any rate, Muslim nobles were able to keep them in check and Khwajah Bagi
Billah could write to the Mujaddid: "Do not bother about the king." It is

these divines and nobles who were really effective and dominated the age. .

Akbar's religious vagaries,however, offended the Muslims and this has,
naturally, influenced their estimates of Akbar--even in the political field.
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Chapter 17

RELIGION AT THE COURT OF AKBAR

The First Phase of Akbar's Religious History. In his ‘tumultuous
religious history, Akbar passed through three distinct phases. He started.
as a devout, orthodox Muslim and a God-fearing, religious-minded
individual. In his early childhood he had experienced great suffering and
vicissitudes. He was born when his father was a fugitive. Later he was
left with an unkind uncle and early experienced the weakness and the
helplessness of mere mortals against mightier, invisible powers. The
influence of a religious mother and a pious grandmother deepened Akbar's
religious outlook, and during the early years of his reign he behaved like
a pious and orthodox Muslim. He said all the five prayers in congregation,
would often recite the call for prayers and occasionally swept the palace
mosque with his own hands.' He showed great respect for the two principal
religious leaders at the court. Makhdum al-Mulk, who was already a power
under the Surs, became more powerful in the early days of Akbar, and the
Emperor conferred an authority on S ikh-Abd-al-Nabi; who.was.appointed
the Sadr al-Sudur in 973/1565, which no predecessor successor of his ever
enjoyed. Occasionally he would g6 “to his house to hear him explain the
sayings of the Prophet and placed Prince Salim under his tutorship.
According to“Bada'uni: "For some time the Emperor-had so. great.faith in
him as a religious leader.that -he.-would bring.him.his.shoes.and.place them
before his feet."

In his twenties, Akbar became devoted to Khwajah Mu'in-ud-din, the
great Chishti Saint of Ajmer. In January 1565, he made his first pilgrimage
to the tomb of the saint. It became an almost annual affair, and if there
was a perplexing problem .or a particularly difficult expedition to
undertake, Akbar would specially go to Ajmer and pray at the dargah. He
would get down on foot some distance before reaching Ajmer, and in
furtherance of some vows--e.g. in 976/1568 and 978/1570-—-travelled all
the distance from Agra to Ajmer on foot.

Discussions at the 'Ibadat Khanah. Devotion to the. great ChisI}ti
saint was probably responsible for Akbar's interest in Shaikh Salim
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Makhdim-i-Jahanian of Bukhara! (may God sanctify hu;
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brow.”
LV. Sapr-1-JaHAN? oF PIHANT

Pihéani is a village in the district of Qannauj* Sadr.i-Jahan

' i i 376.
1 See vol. i, trans. Ranking, p. R L
2 That whi’ch points to the qibla, or the direction in which _to< p,m,y l
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s a learned Jayyid of a happy disposition, most of whose life hag
been passed in the camp. He acquired his great learning under
the tuition of il Abdusln

Nabi,! and it was in consequence
of the Shaikk’s exertions that he was appointed chief mufti of -
the empire, a post which he held for several years. After the
religious leaders of India had fallen into disgiace, his habits ef

* submission to authority and his time-serving and worldly disposi-

tion led him to regard before everything the honour and esteem
which he enjoyed in the world. He accompanied the physician
Huomam?® on his embassy to the ruler of Taran,® and when he
returned thence he was honoured by being appointed Sadr of the
empire. At the time when it was noised abroad in Lahor that
those who remained of the *Ulama were to be banished to Mallkah -
the glorious, and a list of them had been prepared, the Sadr-i-Jahan
said one day, “I fear lest I may have been included in this
class.” Mirza Nizdimu-d-din Ahwad, who had prepared the list,
said, “ Why should you be sent to Makkah ?” The Jadr-i-Juhan
asked the Mirza, why he needed to ask the question, and the

_ Mirza replied, “ You have never given utterance to God’s words, -

that you should be worthy of this banishment.”
The Sadr-i-Jahan, notwithstanding  his poetic gifts and bis

~ great aptitude for writing poetry, now repents of his former .
- deyotion to the art.

The following opening couplet of a qasidah
is by him :— \ g

the fact that Sadr.i-Jahin received Qannauj a8 tuyil in Jahiugir’s reign it

. would appear that Badaoni is right.

1 Yide supra, no, x,

2 Vide infra, Chap, iii, no. x.

8 Tho object of this embassy was to answer a letler whick ‘Abdu-’llak
Khin Uzbak had written to Akbar, questioning him regarding his apostasy
from Islim. The answer which they took to ‘Abdu-’liih contained tho

.-following Arabic verses :— - )

UGS 05 Jyuo t ot s s 53 WY ol s
VRS ahobdere o lao Jyully all lmile

“Of God it has been said that He had & Son; of the prophet it has becn
said that he was a sorcerer. Neither God nor the prophet has cscaped the

* slander of men,~then how should I 9"’
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IX. QA&z? Ya‘qlB OF Manixror.!

He was related to Qazi Fazilat’ and was well skilled in prac-
tical theology and in the principles of that science. He Was.of
a cheerful and open disposition, and used to compose Arabic
verses in Indian metres. They say that while he was, for

several years, the Qazi'u-1-Quzzat of India, he used to té,ke"‘;

a.phrddisiac electuaries in large quantities. One day when he was
present at a party given by the Emperor, several intoxicating.
and stimulating drugs were handed round, and were offered to

the Qazi among others. He refused them, and when he was .

asked what sort of drugs he took, one of the Emperor’s Hind_ﬁ
favourites immediately replied, “ The Qazi takes mercury.’ ,

After his dismissal from the post of Q@zi’u-’l-Quzzat he. was
appointed to be Qaz of Bangil, and was sent off to that
province,* and while there used to use apln*odisiacs ‘to excess, &
slave to the violence of his lusts. He was a confederate of
Ma‘s@im-i-Kabuli in his rebellion ® and was in consequence recalled
fron.x that province and senténced to be imprisoned in the fortress

of Gwaliyar, and on his way to that place removed the baggage

1 Manikpir was the headqna,rteﬁ of a sarkdr in the giba of Ildhdbad, vide
Ain-i-Akbari, ii, 164

2 Q8z1 Ya'qib was son-in-law to Q&zi Fazilat, Qizi of the army under
Shir Shih, ¢ who was popalarly known by the more appropriate title of Qazi
Fazibhat! Vide vol. i, trans, Ranking, p. 474 and note 4, and vol. ii, text,
p. 101, ‘ '

3L or iy, a Hindi word. Mercury was apparently used as an

oh Je !

aphrodisiac.

4 According to vol. ii, text, p. 101, Ya‘qib superseded Tawi'isi as chief
gdzl in AH. 974 (A.D. 1567) and was degraded ten yeara later, so that he
must have gone to Bengal in A H. 984 (A.D. 1576-77). )

b Vide vol. ii, text, p. 276. The rebellion was first prenched at Jnunpﬁr‘

by Mulli Muhammad of Yazd, who gave a fatwd or formal decision to thq
effect that rebollion against Akbar, as an enemy to Islam, was lawfal. It
broke out in A.D. 1579, the ringleaders being Muhammad Ma'sim of Kabub
Muohammad Ma‘sim Khin Farankhidl, Mir Mu‘izza-1-Malk, Niyabat Khin,
‘A.rﬁb Bahidar, and others. Mu'izzu-1-3Mulk and Mualli Mobammad Yazdi
were called to the capital, end on their way thither wera put to death by
being drowned in the Jamna. :

% Vide vol. Ti, text, p. 71,
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of his existence from this world, and joined Mir Mu‘izzu-'l-Mulk
and Mulla Mubammad of Yazd.!

X. Shaikg ‘ABpu-'N-Napi? Tue Sapkru-3-Supon.3

He was the son of Shaikh Ahmad, the son of Shaikh ‘Abdu-'1-
Quddis of Kango. He journeyed several times to the glorious  *
city of Makkah and the delectable city of Madirah, and there
studied the traditional sayings of Muhammad, and after his
return he abandoned the mode of life of his forefathers, and, 80
objecting to the ecstatics and §ocai-mn fthe Siifis)) followed
the rule of the traditionists, and busied himself mmceremonia;l
and outward piety, cleanliness, purification and devotion. When
he was appointed Sadiu-'s-Sudwr he distributed enormous aress
of land to the people as madad-i-ma‘ash, pensions, and religious
endowments, and never was there in the reign of any monarch a
Sadru-'s-Judir so powerful as Shailh ¢ Abdu-'n-Nabi, or one who
alienated the tenth part of what he did in religions endow-

"ments.* For some time the Emperor had so great faith in him

a8 a religious leader that he would bring him his shoes and place
them before his feet.

At last, owing to the disagreements® of

| Makhdimu - MulKand all the other -ill-dispositioned ‘Ulama

the Emperor’s opinion of him changed completely.

. ~ Oouplet,
* All those who seek for pride of place are fools,
Aye, those who style themselves the ‘Ulama.
The chief cause of his fall was as follows i—When the
Emperor, after his journey to Banswala,® halted at Fathptr,

1 It would appear from this passage that Ya‘qib died a natural death on

his way to Gwaliyar, bat from vol. ii, text, p. 277, it is evident that he was

executed by drowning, as were Mun‘izzu-l-Mulk and Mulli Mubammad of
Yazd. This event bappened in A.D, 1579,

»ﬁtzgl_e‘vol. ii, 'texb, passim, and Ain-i-Akbari, i, 480, 548.

3 For a definition of the powers and duties of the Sadru.-s-

or & : sudiir or
8adri-jahdn, vide supra p. 122, note 2.

et

b Vide vol. ii, text, p. 255,
ﬁrIn A.D. 1677, vide vol. ii, text, 242, Akbar returned to Fathpir on

EY
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- 248 and his own ignorance. 'He must be able to appraise every man
accerding to his merit, and 50 further their work. Thirdly, he must
“not have a p&tnclan "nature (mirzé tabi ‘yat) and so spend his .time
in sloth and pleasure, and. delay the businees of the poor. On the
coutrary he must be strenuous, and cne who distinguishes uob be-

~tween night and day so that he may carry matters through ahd show

the most exquisite devotion towards the needy. :

" When this right and proper idea took -possession of H.M. and he
‘was in search of one who was adorned with the qualxtles above de-
-seribed, or who was resolved to acquire them, and was eager in the
pnrsnlt of them, Muzaffar Khan, who had the control of affairs, ap-
pomted Shaikh ‘Abdu-n-nabi to this high office at the instance of
misjudging puneg'ynsts and prattlers, and then, réported the matter
to ‘H.M. and recommended his ‘being confirmed therein. The Lord
of the Age, out of that excellent dlsposmon which thinks nothing but

good of men, relied upon Muzaffar Khian’s knowledge and made ‘the

: a.ppomtment He (‘Abdji-n-nabi) decked out his shop with hypoérisy
and fair-seéming, and the Lord of the Age, who abode in the peace-

ful abode of thinking well of men, was pleased with him. In a short
_space Qf time he, by means of a crowd of flatiterers and 1 interested per-
- sons, and by the asgendancy of the short-sighted and ignorant. sold
‘his studentshlp at the rate of téachership, and his saperficial- learmng'
became converted mto substantial wisdom. He was the grandson 1 of

Shaikh 'Abdul Qaddus whom the people of India regarded him saint. .

But as’ God hath,made H.M. the Shihmgl_lah the touchstone of ‘men’s

. merit; thxs man was also tested, and the veil was. w1thdré.wn from hm

Vactxons, as will be related in its proper place.

= lJThe texf, has erroneously baii for putting a brzhman to deat'h:;n g

bek, but it is corrected in the Errata. charge of blasphemy. There is dome

‘Abdu-n-nabi was the son of Shaikh account of ‘Abd
) " , u-l-qaddils in Jarreit:
Ahmad ‘'son of Shaikh -‘Abdu-l- II. 874 and note 2, and a notice of

Qaddiis G‘rangn Badauni has a bio- ‘Abdu-n-nabi

in Blochma.nn 548,

‘he fell into dmgmce with Akbar for and Blochmann 268 et seq.

“ly a sedition-monger. The evil-ending career of ‘Ali Qulf Khan
" Zamin is an instance of this, From the c»ommencement of the ¢ '

- city, and so intoxication became apparent, and already some mstan
 of this have been given. . -

_tinually washing the record of his faults and crimes from his own pure-
- soul with the water of forgiveness. That black- fated one did

79 It seems that See also the Darbar-Akbarf, P 820, ‘ Vappxecmtn this clemency, but went on to accumulate w1ck9dnesses

© MSS. have doryd@-kashan. verse,
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CHAPTER LVIIL

MARCH oF THE §HAHINSHAH TO PUT DOWN THE smnmon oF Knm
Zawin ‘ALl Quii, B1O.

To those who have drunk ! down to the lees of. understanding"ﬁi@ ,
is no secret that? the “world is like wine in that it intensifies what- :
ever exists already.” If a man is of happy fortune, the acquisition
of worldly things increases his auspiciousness and improves his person-.
ality so as to produce a thousand advantages to him. If, hqwever,
& man’s ‘destiny be evil, and his disposition bad, worldly success is.
productive in him of a thousand mischiefs. His outward prosperlty“ S
is a cause of affliction to mankind, and his darkened heart becomes;
day by day more and more dark. His erring feet stray more and
more, and he neither recognises the favours he has received nor does‘
his doty to his benefactor. According as he is situated, he some- 249
times practises deceit and hypocrisy, and sometimes he w:thdraws
the veil from before his actions and becomes openly as well as secret-

ing into India, and the polishing of that great country which res
ted from the Light of the Shahinghah’s fortune, he was alwa.ys"c
‘mitting improprieties. The vessel of his nature was of small capa- |

H.M. the Shahinghah, from the breadth of his views, was con

\\ hen it came to the royal hearing that the Iskandar Kha

I Text, - durd-kaghdan, hut many 2 This is a line or part.of a-lin
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and arrange a sumptuous feast. He is to bestow alms, and thus Pprepare
provisions for the long journey.

His Majesty has also ordered that members should endeavour to
abstain from eating flesh. They may allow others to eat flesh without
touching it themselves; but during the month of their birth they are
not’even to approach meat. Nor shall members go near anything that
they have themnselves slain ; nor eat of it. Neither shall they make use
of the'same vessels with butchers, fishers, and birdcatchers.

Members should not cohabit with pregnant, old, and barren women ;
nor with girls under the age of puberty. ‘ '

Note BY THE TRANSLATOR ON THE RELIGIOUS Views or ThHE
ExPeROR AKBAR.

In connexion with the preceding A*in, it'may be of interest for the
general reader, and of seme value for the future historian of Akbar’s
reign, to collect, in form of a note, the information which. we possess
regarding the religious views of the Emperor Akbar. The sources from
which this information is derived, are, besides Abii ’I-Fazl's A*in, the
Muntakhab* *t-Tawirikh by SAbde 1-Qadir ibn-i Mulik Shih of Badson—
regarding whom I would refer the reader to P- 110, and to a longer article
in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal for 1869—and the Dabistan®
'I-Mazihib,! & work written about sixty years after Akbar’s death by an
unknown Muhammadan writer of strong Parsi tendencies. Nor must
we forget the valuable testimony of some of the Portuguese missionaries
whom Akbar called from Goa, as Rodolpho Aquaviva, Antonio de Mon-
terrato, Francisco Enriques, etc., of whom the first is mentioned by

Abii 'I-Fazl under the name of Padri Radalf.2  There exist also two
articles oh Akbar’s religious views, one by Captain Vans Kennedy,
published in the second volume of the Transactions of the Bombay
Literary Society, and another by the late Horace Hayman Wilson, which
had originally appeared in the Caleutta Quarterly Oriental Magazine,
vel. i, 1824, aad has been reprinted in the second volume of Wilson’s
works, London, 1862. Besides, a few extracts from Badaoni, bearing on
this subject, will be found in Sir 9. Elliott’s Bibliographical Index to the
Historians of Muhammadan India, p. 243 fi. The proceedings of the

Portuguese missionaries at Akbar’s Court are described in Murray’s

! Printed at Caleutta in 1808 with a short dictionary, and reprinted at Bombay

*AH. 1272 [A.D. 1856). Thie work has also been translated into English at the cost of the

Orieatal Trapslation Fund.
* Not Padre Radif, v, Wy us in Blphinstone’s history, but wis,, the letter
{Lim) having been mistuken for a , (ya).
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Historical Acoount of Discoveries axd Travels tn Asta, Edinburgh, 1820,
1. il. o N o
V°l 1 ghall commence with exiracts from Bammm.l. I‘hg_ tr ansls_tléif 18
literal, which is of gresy importance in a difficale writer {ike Badéonl.

£

Abii 1-Fusl's second introductivn to Akbaur. ilis pride.
[Badaouni, edited by Muwlawi Aghé Almad SAlL, in the Fibliotheca
1]
; 111, p. 198.]
vol. 11, p. 198.} N )
e o A ond of 982 A.TL] that Aba '1-Fazl, son of
Tt was during these days {end o A sk, son ol
Shaykh Mubdrak of Nagor, came the second time t6 courh. neh‘ :
ds ' L up
styled SAllami. He is the man tha¥ set the world i fiames. ile ghie ; 0[
Sabalkis, 1 ing therel ; B W
the lamp of the Sabalis, iflustrating thereby the zstor)f oi : ednzl » 'mf
because he did not kiow what to do, took up & larap 1}1(1 t:i ?)dhg: o;
o LY e g
by solf as opposed tu all sects, tie
and representing himse : secks, b  girdlo of
infallibility round his waist, according to the sa y};xg, He wh e
- . B s . x e .
1ti ing power.” He laid before the Krupeior & co
opposition, gains power. & : ‘ e . dury
oixpxle dyars -kwrsi,t which contained all subtleties of theb(?,s:\li I;m;
) ; Yo his fuibes Fand
and though people said that it had been written by his £ a,tbevl, .A’«.‘;l i a.;s
. e Fovy . WOr
- was much praised. The numericul value ol tue letters in the “.c;'
j pives the date : osition
Tafsir-i dkbarl (Akbur's conitaenvary) gives the date of u‘nilpgﬁb‘d n
[983]. But the emperor praised it, chiefly because Lo exptcteuh o fir I
Abii '-Yazl & wan capable of teaching the Mullis a Jcsm.)n, whose ]gmed
) ‘ is expec v §
certainly reseanbles that of 2haraoh, though this expectation was opp
to the confidence which ITis Majesty had plac?ed in hie. -
The reason of Abil “+Fazl’s opiuivnativeness and pretensio .
¥ ' \ 3 sy YRR 5 2t o)
infailibility was this. At the time when it was sustomary tu get ho ( ,
: ' O . L. . P y s (a8
and kill such as {ried to introduce innovations i rehglmui 111&&&; .;
. ) 0 A © A . y
bad been the case with Mir Habshi and others), Shavid SAbd ‘n .a}l
end Makidiae ‘FMull, and cther learned men at conet, dbammousty
V‘WN 30 the folluwing extructs the years ot the Miirsh nre givea. the reader oy
F-AE PR ¥ ¢ LA L RN ,»»‘. . A
sunvert thom neconding oty (ulzw‘:;—~ b hay, 12 (Ol Sl
Tho yesr 1 o cometenved  14th _u:q,; ) (] JUid Sl
s Sk Yecember, 1“585
8u5-- tad Vecember, l:h‘ib“
Wil 2ad Wovember, 1087
YOT - 0t Novembior, 1638
S3lst Oetober, l.’)"ih‘
3 wih Uetobior, 35w
Tt i Oetoker 1381
JOOT - th Hepteabe L")ﬁ?:«.
S - D deanacts lt‘fffv' i‘TLh”Sv‘;)Lc'n'x -, 15t
1o iath dament Easd 145 (}t}alhe\;i ;
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