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2 Ra's is the author of a famous col-
lection of alchemical poems entitled Shudhiir
al-dhahab (The Splinters of Gold). In addition
to Shudhiir al-dhahab, he authored several
other works, including a commentary on Shud-
hiir, which is discussed here at some length for
the first time, and strophic poetry on alchemy.
The attribution of other works to him seems to
be incorrect, and this applies especially to two
works on magic. This contribution focusses on
our findings on the identity of Ibn Arfa’ Ra’s
and on his life, challenging the identification
of the alchemist Ibn Arfa‘ Ra’s with a Maliki
religious scholay known as Ibn al-Nagqirat.
Based both on manuscripts and on bio-biblio-
graphical literature, we argue that from
an early period, two different people, both
from sixth/twelfth century Morocco, have been

Ibn Arfa‘ Ra’s es el autor de una coleccion fa-
mosa de poemas alquimicos titulada Sudar al-
dahab (Las Esquirlas de Oro). Ademas de
Sudiir al-dahab compuso otras obras — en
particular un comentario de las Sudiir que esta
descrito aqui por primera vez més detallada-
mente — asi como poesia estréfica sobre al-
quimia. La atribucién que se suele hacer de
algunas obras a Ibn Arfa‘ Ra’s parece inco-
rrecta, sobre todo en lo que se refiere a dos
obras concretas sobre magia. Esta contribu-
cién enfoca nuestros hallazgos sobre la iden-
tidad de Ibn Arfa‘ Ra’s y su vida, desafiando
la identificacién del alquimista Ibn Arfa‘ Ra’s
con un erudito religioso Miliki conocido
como Ibn al-Nagirat. Basado tanto en los ma-
nuscritos como en la literatura bio-bibliogra-
fica, suponemos que dos personas diferentes,

* This article was written as part of the project “Between Religion and Alchemy. The
scholar Ibn Arfa‘ Ra’s (d. 1197) as a model for an integrative Arabic literary and cultural
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