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George Makdisi, In Aqil ef la resurgence de
Plslam traditionaliste au XI° siécle, V*© siécle de
Uhégire, Damascus 1963; George Makdisi,
Ibn Agil. Religion and culture in classical Islam,
Edinburgh 1997.
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Tbn ‘Asakir and family

The ‘Asdkir family (Bant ‘Asalar)
was prominent in mediaeval Damascus.
It produced several notable ShafiT schol-
ars who occupied prestigious scholarly
and judicial positions in Damascus and
Syria and shaped intellectual and reli-
gious life there between the fifth/elev-
enth and eighth/fourteenth centuries.
Even though each male member of the
family was- known by the name of Ibn
‘Asakir (along with an honorific peculiar
to each), the reference when used on its
own in mediaeval literature refers invari-
ably to Abii 1-Qasim ‘Alr b. al-Hasan Ibn
‘Asakir (499-571/1105~76), signifying his
eminent position in the family. The family
is traceable back to Ibn ‘Asakir’s father,

- al-Hasan (d. 519/1125), who married into
the high-status Qurasht family; this gave
his three sons—Hibatallah (d. 563/1168),
‘Al, and Muhammad (d. ¢.565/1170y—
access to the most notable teachers and
positioned them well to assume significant
religious and educational roles. ‘

‘Alt Tbn ‘Asakir was one of the most
celebrated hadith scholars and historians
in Damascus. Born in Muharram 499/
September 1105, he began his pursuit
of religious education at an early age,

accompanying his father or older brother

to the seminars of several prominent local
scholars, such as Abd I-Qdsim al-Nasib
(d. 508/1114) and Aba Muhammad Ibn

fbo Muh.(030i81)

ey

IBN ‘ASAKIR AND FAMILY

al-Akfant (d. 524/1129). In 520/1126
he embarked on his first extensive edu-
cational journey, moving to Baghdad
for five years to study at the Nizamiyya
School, where he met such Hanbalt fig-
ures as the jurist Abii I-Elusayn b. al-Farra’
(d. 526/1132) and the fadith scholar Abti
Ghalib b. al-Banna’ (d. 527/1133). Dur-
ing his residency in Baghdad, he travelled
and studied in Iraq and, in 521/1127,
performed his first pilgrimage to Mecca.
In 529/1135, he embarked on his sec-
ond lengthy educational journey, which
lasted four years and took him to the east-
ern Islamic world, where he visited and
studied in such cites as Isfahan, Herat,
Nishapir, Bayhaq, and Merv. During this
time, he was attached to ‘Abd al-Mun‘im
al-Qushayri (d. 532/1138), the son of the
celebrated mystic and fadith scholar Aba
1-Qasim al-QushayrT (d. 465/1073). He
returned to Damascus with an enormous
knowledge of jadith and an astonishing
résumé of teachers—approximately sev-
enteen hundred of them, eighty of them
women—that positioned him for promi-
nence among his peers and earned him
two honorifics, al-Hafiz (the great mem-
oriser [of hadithl) and Nasir al-Sunna
(advocate of the sunma [of the prophet
Muhammad]). He died in Damascus on
11 Rajab 571/25 January 1176, and his
funeral was attended by a large crowd,
including Sultan Salah al-Din (Saladin,
r. 567-89/1171-93).

Ibn ‘Asakir was a prolific writer, and
the majority of his works, a list of fifty-
two of which is provided by al-Dhahabr,
concern hadith and the religious merits of
particular places around Damascus. He
was active in devising the religious agenda
of Sultin Nar al-Din Zanki (or Zangi,
d. 569/1174), and some of his works were
instrumental in shaping and propagating

The Encyclopaedia of Islam Three, 2017/3, Leiden: E. J. Brill 2017.
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al-‘Amrawi and his colleagues, in particular ‘Al Shir, built upon earlier efforts
dating from the early 14th/20th century.

This volume of articles on Ibn ‘Asakir, its predecessor in 2001, and the nu-
merous other studies which have been immeasurably aided by the availability
and accessibility of the Dar al-fikr edition are just the beginnings of what will
surely be abundant proof of the efficacy of their labors.

Bibliography
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Nostalgia for the Future: A Comparison between
the Introductions to ‘Asakir’s Ta’rikh madinat

Dimashq and al-Khay Baghdadl’s Ta’rikh
Baghdad jhn Aselerr Elbo uil,
‘ O3/6/ g
r‘/a néf% @ﬂ&ﬁ%ﬁwﬁi

o505 33

In an earlier article, I wrote that one of the main differences between the intro-
ductory representation of Baghdad in al-Khatib al-Baghdadv’s Ta’rikh Baghdad
(rB) and the introductory representation of Damascus in Ibn ‘Asakir’s Ta’rikh
madinat Dimashq (TMD) is that the former is marked by a distinct nostalgia
while the latter is not. While this argument remains sustainable based on sev-
eral important differences between the two introductions (such as the trium-
phal dedication of the latter to the reigning prince in Damascus Niir al-Din ibn
Zangi (1. 541/1141-569/1174), an explicit evocation of Baghdad’s past glory under
the early ‘Abbasid caliphs in the former, and a larger proportion of up-to-date
topographical information in the 7MD than in the 7B), here I consider the pos-
sibility that both works in fact convey a certain nostalgia, or a vision of a more
ideal past or future.? Nostalgia is sometimes characterized as a static mood of
reverie rather than an activist or political position. In this analysis, by contrast,
longing for a temporally distant ideal—whether past or future—may be a ve-
hicle for mounting a critique of the present and/or for inciting an audience
to strive to attain that ideal. When this longing is expressed in the form of a
representation of a city and its surrounding region, as it is in the introductions
to the T8 and the TMD, it can be seen as participating in what I have called a
“discourse of place,” or an Arabic literary tradition in which texts from a variety

Zayde Antrim

1 See Antrim, Ibn ‘Asakir’s representations 10g—29. The editions of the two works that I will be
referring to as TMD and 7B below are: Ibn ‘Asakir, 7MD, ed. Salah al-Din al-Munajjid (here-
after Ibn ‘Asikir, TMD 1/2); al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, Tarikh Baghdad, ed. ‘Maktabat al-Khanji,
vol. 1 (hereafter al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, 5 1). For partial translations and studies of each, see
Elisséeff, La description de Damas d’Ibn Asakir; Lassner, The topography of Baghdad.

2 This idea was inspired by Boym, The fisture of nostalgia, as well as by Rosenthal’s character-
ization of apocalyptic in Islam as a “history of the future” in Muslim historiography 23. While
Boym does not identify a “nostalgia for the future” in her book, she does discuss the utopian
elements of nostalgia and the way in which nostalgic yearnings are always born of temporal
distance.

© KONINKLIJKE BRILL NV, LEIDEN, 2017 I DOI 10.1163/9789004345201_004
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