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Allard, M., «Un Pamphlet contre al-As'aris, Bulletin d’études
orientales, Damascus, 1970, vol. XXII; GAL, §; Kohlberg, E., A
Medieval Muslim Scholar at Work, Leiden etc. 1997
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under the name of Tasmiyat shuyukh Jabal Nafusa
wa-kurahum (6th/12th century), Abu Zakariyya (error
for Abu Yahuya Zakariyya) of Irkan (Irjan) was
elected imam after Abu Hatim (that is Abu Hatim
Yusuf b,. Abi ’I-Yakzan Muhammad b. Aflah b. ‘Abd
al-Wahhab b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Rustam).

As the latter was in office until 294/906-7, the
election of Abu Zakariyya’ Yahya al-Irjani cannot
have taken place until after that date, perhaps not
until after the fall of the Rustamid imamate of Tahert
in 296/9099. In a passage in his Kitab al-Siyar (also
entitled: Kitab Siyar Mashayiky Nafusa), quoted by
al-Shammakhi, Markin b. Muhammad al-Bughturi
refers to Abu Yahya Zakariya’ al-Irjani as hakim or
imam mudaf ‘, “the imam of defence”.

In another passage in al-Shammakhi’s work, Abu
Yahya Zakariyya’ is given the title of al-‘adil al-
‘alim al-kamil al-imam al-fadil. He was thus imam
and judge at the same time. He lived at Irjan or
. Arjan (also Irkan or Arkan), a village in the eastern
region of the Jabal Nafusa (today the ruins of Khirbat
Arjan near Mezzu, in the region of Fossato), whence
he travelled each day to the town of Jadu, at that
time the political and administrative centre of this
region and perhaps of the whole of the Jabal Nafusa.

The rule of Abu Yahya Zakariyya’ al-Irjani,

which lasted for about fifteen years and which
extended over the whole of the Jabal Nafusa, was -

disturbed by civil wars which took place between
two Ibadi-Wahbi factions of the region—the Banu
Zammur and the people of Termisa. It was in the
middle of these civil wars, which ravaged all the
eastern part of the Jabal Nafusa and in which the
family of Abu Yahya Zakariyya’ al-Irjani could not
avoid becoming involved, that in 310/922-3, there
occurred the invasion of the Jabal Nafusa by
Fatimid troops.

According to Ibn ‘Idhari, these troops were under
the command of the general ‘Ali b. Salman al-Da‘i,
and, according to the Ibadi chronicles, they consisted
of Kutama warriors, the brdvest and most loyal
supporters of the Fatimid dynasty.

The Fatimid troops attacked al-Jazira, the main
stronghold of the Jabal Nafusa, but they were
defeated by the Ibadis. In the course of a second

SUNR A f

-t

H 4’!'
SLEM e i s

battle between the Nafusa and the é)ops ‘gf ‘Ali b.
Salman, which took place near Tirkat (apparently
on the territory which is now al-Rujeban in the east
of the Jabal Nafusa), Abu Yahya was killed by an
Ibadi soldier in vengeance for some act of injustice.
In Ibn ‘Idhari, the chief of the Nafusa who fought
against ‘Ali b. Salman al-Da‘i is called Abu Batta.
There is no doubt that was one of the by-names of
Abu Yahya Zakariyya’ al-Irjani.
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ANIS SARKAR

' Iyad'ﬂf/

Tribe of Arabia, Egypt, Iran, Iraq and Syria

Iyad an ancient Arab tribe whose ancestor Iyad
is according to the genealogists the son of Nizar b.
Ma‘add and the brother of Rabi‘a, Anmar, and
Mudar. They dwelt first in the Tihama. The Meccan
tradition tells that they drove the Jurhum from Mecca

-and made themselves masters of the Ka‘ba, but were -

turned out after a quarrel with the Khuza‘a. They
went to Bahrayn, where they formed with other tribes
the confederation al-Tanukh.

Then they moved into ‘Iraq where the Sawad,
the fertile region between the desert and the
Euphrates, offered them grazing grounds and ‘Ayn
Ubagh a perennial waterplace; this happened about
the middle of the 3rd century A.D. if the statement
is correct that they clashed with the ruler of al-Hira,
Jadhima b. Malik al-Azdi, who was a contemporary
of Zenobia of Palmyra.
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| IYAD, one of the large South-Arabian tribes, which presumably

around the second century A.D. had migrated northwards and was
; converted to Christianity, They undertook frequent incursions into
; Persian territory until they were subdued by the Lakhmid* kings,
vassals of Persia and in charge of the protection of the Persian frontier
| area. Following their defeat the Iyad were made to serve as auxiliaries
| in the Persian army. At the time of Caliph abu-Bakr* (632-34) they
P joined the ‘false prophetess’ Sajah and took part in her rebellion, but
were severely beaten in several battles, and dispersed partly in the
region south of the Euphrates, partly in the desert country around
Homs in Syria. They rallied again and migrated into Byzantine terri-
tory where they were gladly received as ever ready guerilla fighters
against the Moslems. Finally Emperor Heraclius (reigned 610-41) was
forced to turn them over to an Arab army commander. Soon after-
wards they seem to have embraced Islam and settled down, losing their
individuality as a tribe.
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and the relations between parts found in most later
Iranian facades and in most interior compositions of
Iranjan architecture. While not as richly inventive
por as exuberant as the Islamic dome, the jwdn
served as a major vehicle for the growth and develop-
ment of one of the world’s most impressive vaulting
traditions and its walls were covered with all the

various types of decorative techniques and ornamen-

tal designs known in the Muslim world.
Bibliography: Most of the immediately appro-
priate bibliography will be found in the text. Addi-
tional examples and discussions of individual
monuments can be found in standard books on

Islamic and especially Iranian and Central Asian

‘architecture. For textual information on the uses
of the iwan, see D. Sourdel, Questions de Céré-
monial Abbaside, in REI, 1960. For the develop-
ment of the religious building with four swans in
Iran recent investigations and discoveries have

made the traditional interpretation far less certain;

see, for instance, 0. Grabar, Nofes on the Greal
Mosque of Isfahan,in Bulletin of the Asia Institule
in Memory of A. U. Pope (Shiraz, 1972).
(O. GRABAR)
W IYAD, an ancient Arab tribe whose ancestor
Iyad is according to the genealogists the son of Nizar
b. Ma‘dd and the brother of Rabi‘a, Anmar, and
Mudar. They dwelt first in the Tihama. The Meccan
tradition (see Wiistenfeld, Chroniken, ii, 137 ff.) tells
that they drove the Dinrhum from Mecca and made
themselves masters of the Kaba, but were turned out
after a quarrel with the XKhuza‘a. They went to
Bahrayn, where they formed with other tribes the
confederation -al-Taniikh [g.v]). Then they moved
into ®Irak where the Sawad, the fertile region
between the desert and the Euphrates, offered
them grazing grounds and “Ayn Ubagh a perennial
waterplace; this happened about the middle of
the 3rd century A.D. if the statement is correct
that they clashed with the ruler of al-Hira, Dijadhima
b. Malik al-Azdi, who was a contemporary of Zenobia
_of Palmyra. Some_Iyad settled at al-Hira and
became urbanized and christianized, if they had
not been converted earlier; some were employed by
the Sasinids: Lakitb. Ya®mur [g.v.}, (for his father's
name see al-Shammskh, Diwin, 1302 k., p. 29, 2) was
_secretary in the department of Arab affairs; the
poet Abli Duwiad [g:»] was in charge of the horses
of al-Mundhir 111 b. Ma> al-Sama’ (reigned 505-54
A. D.). Others remained Bedouins wandering about
the desert, often harassing the peasants. In the
reign of Xhusraw I {r. 531-79) they even kidnapped
a Persian lady and defeated the Persian cavalry
sent against them at Dayr al-Diamadiim {g.v.];
but being heedless of the warnings given them by
Lakit in his famous poems they were crushed by
the Persians; the survivors fled, some into the desert,
others into Syria and even into Byzantine territory
to a place called Ankara (mentioned by al-Aswad b.
Yatfur an-Nahshali, Mufaddaliyyat, No. 44 = A‘sha
Nahshal, No. 17 Geyer) at the exit of the Euphrates

from the mountains, whilst a third group went

to Kifa, the Dijazira, and Takrit; from Takrit they
were driven out by the Persians but later came back,
for in 16/637 the Iyid secretly supported the garrison
of Tak:It against the Muslims. Those who remained
in “Irak had to join the Persian forces; they were sent
against the Bakr b. Wa’ll in the battle of Dhid Kar
[g..], ¢. 604 A.D., but went over to the Bakr; SO
the .Persians were defeated for the first time by
Bedouins.,

~The rise of Islam had no immediate influence upon
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the Iyad; the story (4 ghanit, xiv, 41 £.; Ibn Sa‘d, if2,
55) that they sent a deputation to Mecca in 8/629
belongs to the legends about Kuss b. Satida [g.v.].
Some Iyad joined the pseudo-prophetess of the
Tamim Sadizh [g.v]. We find Iyadis, who were
doubtless Muslims, in Kifa (Tabar, i, 2482, 2495),

freedmen (Ibn Sa‘d, vi, 270, 277) as well as lJandowners

(Baladhuri, 283, 5). When in 12/633 Khalid b. al-
Walid conquered ©Irdk the Iyad together with
other tribes and with Persian troops opposed him
e.g. at “Ayn al-Tamr (Tabari, i, 2062) and $andawda®
(Baladhuri, 310; Yakat, i, 4z0); the statement
(Tabari, i, 2074) that the Iyad, Taghlib and Namir
together with Byzantines and Persians were defeated
by Khilid at the fords (al-firdd) of the Euphrates in
12/634 is dubious. About the same time, 13/634, the
conquest of Palestine by the Muslims began. Towards
the end of the same year Hims was taken. Here in the
porthern parts of Syria lived Bedouins and amongst
them Taniikh, established there for centuries, often’
in separate settlements (hadir). In 17/638 many
Iyadis and other Bedouins of ©Irdk joined the
Byzantine army which tried to regain Syria, but
when the Muslims conquered Mesopotamia the Iyad
went over and became Muslims, whilst the By:zantines
were defeated and fled to Cilicia. Umar b, al-
Khattib demanded from Heraclius their extradition
and the emperor was forced to send them back
(Bakti, 49). They settled in Syria and Mesopotamia.
In later times Iyadis are seldom mentioned. The best
known of them are the kadi of al-Ma’min, Ahmad b.
Abi Duwad [g.v.], whose claim to this descent was,
however, contested by his enemies. Also Iyadis were
Ibn Abi 'I-Layth, kadi of Egypt, d. 250/864 (Khatib,
Tarikh Baghdad, ii, 292), and Zafir b. Sulayman, kadi
of Sidiistan (ibid., viii, 494); see further bid., iii,
65 no. 1020; iii, 106 NO. 1104; iv, 325 no. 2135; Xii,
97 no. 6525). There were Iyadis in Spain (Makkari,
i, 186, 15), amongst them the famous family of
Ibn Zuhr [g.v.], in Seville.
The Banit Iyad b. Std were a clan of the Azad.
Bibliography: in the article; see also al-Bakri,
. Mutdiam (Wistenfeld), 44-51 and passim; Ibn
Kutayba, Ski%r, 97; Ibn Durayd, Ishiikak (Wiisten-
feld), 104 f.; Hamdani (gives on pages 17831-179%%
a list of their settlements); see further the indices
to Tabari, Ya‘kibi, Mubarrad, Kamil, ITbn <Abd
Rabbih, al-‘Ikd (indices by Muhammad Shafi),
Masiidi, Aghani, Fihrist, Ibn al-Athir, Yakut,
Mu‘djam and also W. Caskel, Gamharat al-nasab
des Ibn al-Kalbi, i, 174311, 350 1. (J. W. FOck)
XYAD 8. MUSA B. Ivip B. “AMRUN AL-YAHSUB!
aL-SaBTl AL-KAp! (476/1088-544/1149) was one of
the most celebrated figures of Malikism in- the Muslim

West. His existence coincided almost exactly witl} -

that of the Almoravid dynasty to whom throughout
his life he remained inflexibly attached.

His family, of Yemeni origin through the Yahsub,
emigrated to the West very early and finally settled
at Ceuta, after residing in Basta [g.v.], in Muslim
Spain, in Fez, and also in Kayrawan at some inde-
terminate date. His great grandfather ‘Amriin was
the first of the family to win fame, by reason of his
perfect knowledge of the Kur®in, and above all by
his service under the celebrated al-Manstir ibn Abi
¢Amir [g.v]. It was he who left Fez with his entire
fortune—probably acquired in the service of al-
Mansiir—to settle in Ceuta, where he digd in 397/1007
and where his descendants enjoyed a high rank
among the notables of the town. .

_OF all these, Tyad was the most famous. On ‘com-
pleting his studies in his native town, he went in
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